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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: JOHNSON, William J., MSG 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 18 December 1969 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARC13 1968: Operat ions Sergeant ,  
Task Force Barker.  

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

JOHNSON was no t  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  p reopera t iona l  
b r i e f i n g  (pg. 5) ; however, he be l i eved  it w a s  he ld  
i n  BARKER'S van (pg. 6 ) .  There w a s  no opera t ion  
o r d e r  c u t  on t h i s  opera t ion  and t o  t h e  b e s t  of h i s  
knowledge t h e r e  was no w r i t t e n  information about it 
(pg. 6 ) .  H e  recal led nothing being s a i d  about t h e  burning 
of  hootches o r  the k i l l i n g  of l i v e s t o c k  (pg. 6). 
2 .  ASSAULT ON MY LAI .  

Knowledge of  t h e  opera t ion  i t s e l f .  

H e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  was proceeded 
by a t h r e e  t o  f i v e  minute ' a r t i l l e r y  prep ,  b u t  he d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  where it was placed (pg. 7 ) .  He be l i eved  
t h e  LZ was co ld  (pg. 8 ) .  H e  rememhed t h e  a r r i v a l  a t  LZ ~ o t t i e  
of KOSTER followed by BARKER'S b r i e f i n g  b u t  he d id  n o t  
recollect t h e  a r r i v a l  of  Colonel HENDERSON (pg. 1 0 ) .  H e  
d i d  no t  remember whether o r  n o t  BARKER went o u t  t o  t h e  
f i e l d  t o  t a l k  t o  MEDINA (pg. 11). He r e c a b d  n e i t h e r  
HENDERSON'S o r d e r  t o  C Company t o  resweep My Lai (pgs. 
12, 1 3 ) ,  nor  KOSTER's countermand of  t h a t  o r d e r  (pgs. 13,  
16) . 
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b. Discussion r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  opera t ion  overheard 
by JOHNSON. 

JOHNSON kept  t h e  logs  a t  t h e  TOC and t h e r e f o r e  
w a s  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  TOC dur ing  t h e  opera t ion  (pg. 8 ) .  He 
reca l l edno  d i s c u s s i o n  concerning 69 people being k i l l e d  
by a r t i l l e r y  (pg.  9 ) .  However, he agreed t h a t  t h i s  i s  a 
l a r g e  number of  dead f o r  a t h r e e  t o  f i v e  minute a r t i l l e r y  
prep (pg. 9)  . H e  remembered no conversat ion over  t h e  r a d i o  
concerning an  o r d e r  t o  C Company t o  s t o p  burning hootches 
and t o  s t o p  k i l l i n g  people (pg. 1 0 ) .  H e  d i d  r e c a l l  WATKE 
t a l k i n g  t o  someone about t h e  death  of c i v i l i a n s  (pgs. 11, 
1 8 ) .  However, he could n o t  remember t o  whom WATKE spoke o r  
t h e  con ten t  of t h e  d i scuss ion  (pgs. 11, 1 8 ) .  WATKE might 
have been t a l k i n g  t o  CALHOUN (pg. 1 8 ) .  

c .  Knowledge of t h e  opera t ion .  

JOHNSON d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  anything concerning t h e  
a c t i o n  which took p lace  around H i l l  85 on t h e  17th (pg .20) .  
He remembed nothing about c a s u a l t i e s  o r  an a i r  evacuat ion 
due t o  boabytraps on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of H i l l  85 (pg. 20) .  
He d i d  n o t  h e a r  anything about noncombatants being k i l l e d  
i n  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  Cu Lay v i l l a g e s  (pg. 2 0 ) .  

3 .  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

JOHNSON was unaware t h a t  HENDERSON t a l k e d  t o  some of 
t h e  personnel  of C Company when they re tu rned  from t h e  
opera t ion  (pg. 22) . H e  never heard anyone i n  t h e  u n i t  
r e f e r  t o  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  a f t e r  t h e  u n i t  r e tu rned  
(pg. 1 9 ) .  He never heard of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  being 
conducted nor was he ever  quest ioned i n  conjunct ion with 
such an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  4pg. 1 9 ) .  None of h i s  men ever  spoke 
t o  him about  what went on a t  My Lai (pg. 2 3 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  
no d i scuss ion  concerning t h e  d i s p a r i t y  i n  t h e  weapons t o  
body count r a t i o  o r  t h e  VC c a s u a l t y  t o  American c a s u a l t y  
r a t i o  (pg. 21) .  

4 .  REPORTS OF INVESTIGATION. 

He w a s  never aware t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was being 
made (pg. 23) . I f  someone w e r e  t ak ing  s ta tements  and t h e r e  
was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  being conducted, it would have been 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  do it  wi thout  him knowing about it (pg.26).  
H e  never heard of any information coming from t h e  Vietnamese 
o r  from VC propaganda which would have made him aware t h a t  a 
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l a r g e  number of  c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  i n  My Lai 
(pg. 2 3 ) .  He never saw HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  of 24 A p r i l  
(pg. 24) .  H e  heard of no complaints from h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t s  o r  crews t h a t  ground t roops  had k i l l e d  c i v i l i a n s  
(pg. 1 2 ) .  He d i d  no t  r e c a l l  BARKER coming t o  him t o  ask 
f o r  JOHNSON'S h e l p  or. t h e  h e l p  of JOHNSON'S s e c t i o n  i n  
g e t t i n g  a r e p o r t  toge the r  (pg. 2 9 ) .  

6 . OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The d t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t .  

He d i d  no t  know i f  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  a r e  
normally inc luded i n  an a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  (pg. 2 1 ) .  
He could n o t  remember i f  it was normal f o r  a f t e r  a c t i o n  
r e p o r t s  t o  cover onsy one day of a t h r e e  t o  four  day 
opera t ion  (pg. 2 2 ) .  

b.  Tape recording made of t h e  My Lai opera t ion .  

A t ape  of t h e  t ransmiss ions  coming from Task 
Force Barker was made on t h e  16th  by Captain LEWELLEN 
(pg. 1 8 ) .  This  was n o t  r e g u l a r  procedure a t  t h e  TOC 
and JOHNSON d i d  n o t  know who gave t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  
al low it (pg. 1 8 ) .  JOHNSON never heard t h e  t ape  again  
(pg. 1 9 ) .  I t  covered only  a p o r t i o n  of t h e  d a y ' s  
opera t ions  (pg. 19)  . 

c .  Report of noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  t o  11 th  Brigade. 

JOHNSON repor ted  t h a t  1 0  t o  11 women and c h i l d r e n  
were inc luded i n  t h e  VC body count because he understood 
t h a t  it was h i s  duty t o  r e p o r t  a l l  i n c i d e n t s  (pg. 1 4 ) .  
H e  d - i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  r e p o r t  (pg. 1 4 ) .  

d .  Telephone conversa t ions  which JOHNSON has had 
s i n c e  t h e  My Lai  s t o r y  broke i n  t h e  p r e s s .  

The only  people wi th  whom he had spoken concerning 
My Lai  s i n c e  t h e  news broke i n  t h e  p r e s s  was Captain 
LEWELLEN, t h e  company commander of  Headquarters Company 
and t h e  n i g h t  TOC duty  o f f i c e r ,  and SFC STEPHENS, t h e  S2 
se rgean t  (pg. 4 ) .  
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E X H I B I T S  

E X H I B I T  
NUMBER DESCRIPTION ' 
I 

NOTES 
i w i t  used 

PAGES 
t o  refresh1 9,14, 

M-14 T F  B a r k e r  l og ,  1 6  M a r  h i s  m e m o r y .  1; . 

W i t  had never seen 
R- 1 HENDERSON ' s report  hef ore. 2 4  

T F  B a r k e r ,  C o m b a t  A c t i o n  W i t  r e m e m b e r e d  - R e p o r t ,  2 8  M a r  d o c u m e n t .  2 0 ,  2 1  
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SUMMARY OF RECALL TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: JOHNSON, W i l l i a m  J. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 9 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Operat ions Sergeant ,  
Task Force Barker.  

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS . 
The wi tness  d i d  n o t  recall be ing p r e s e n t  f o r  BARKER'S 

b r i e f i n g  of t h e  company commanders on t h e  15th  (pgs. 33, 3 4 ) .  

2 .  ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a.  Personnel  in TOC dur ing  t h e  course of t h e  16 March 
opera t ion .  

JOHNSON r e c a l l e d  t h e  fol lowing personnel  being i n  
t h e  TOC a t  t h e  beginning o f  the opera t ion:  Major CALHOUN; 
Sergeant  STEPHENS; VAZQUEZ's a r t i l l e r y  se rgean t ;  poss ib ly  
Captain LEWELLEN; poss ib ly  JOHNSON'S c l e r k ,  BLACKLEY, 
(pgs. 34, 35) .  CALHOUN and JOHNSON monitored t h e  rad ios  
wi th  t h e  h e l p  of  STEPHENS and LEWELLEN (pg. 36) . H e  r e c a l l e d  
hea r ing  nothing abnormal over  t h e  n e t  a l l  day (pg. 5 8 ) .  
The wi tness  be l i eved  t h a t  Captain VAZQUEZ and Lieutenant  
WATKINS were i n  the command and c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r  wi th  
BARKER (pg. 35). H e  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  dur ing  t h e  day Colonel 
HENDERSON, Colonel LUPER, Major MCKNIGHT, Colonel MACLACHLAN, 
and Captain VAZQUEZ came i n t o  t h e  TOC and t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a 
l o t  of  n o i s e  t h e r e  (pgs. 43, 44) . H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  Captain 
KOTOUC be ing  i n  t h e  TOC (pg. 46) .  H e  remembered t h a t  HENDERSON 
brought i n  two VC suspec t s  (pg, 48) .  H e  r e c o l l e c t e d  KOSTER 
coming t o  t h e  TOC and being given a f i v e  t o  t e n  minute 
b r i e f i n g  by BARKER (pgs. 48-50). However, t h e  wi tness  d i d  
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no t  remember any of  t h e  conversa t ions  he ld  between any of 
t h e  p a r t i e s  and f a i l e d  t o  remember the con ten t  of  BARKER'S 
b r i e f i n g  (pgs. 45, 48, 5 0 ) .  No one asked JOHNSON any 
ques t ions ,  and he pa id  more a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  r a d i o  
t ransmiss ions  than  t h e  conversa t ions  of those  around him 
(pgs. 46, 49) .  H e  could b r i n g  t o  mind no t a l k  about a body 
count  (pg. 40) .  He remembered General DOLEMAN'S v i s i t ,  
b u t  he d i d  n o t  r e l a t e  it t o  t h e  opera t ion  on t h e  16th  
and d i d  n o t  overhear  what was s a i d  (pg. 5 1 ) .  

b. Loa e n t r i e s  made dur ina  t h e  day. 

The log  was JOHNSON'S s p e c i a l  concern, and t h e  TOC 
c l e r k  could n o t  make e n t r i e s  i n t o  i t  wi thout  t h e  approval  
of JOHNSON, STEPHENS, CALHOUN, o r  t h e  TOC duty o f f i c e r  
(pg. 46) . H e  d i d  n o t  know why t h e  br igade  log  had an 
e n t r y  t h a t  30 t o  40 VC had l e f t  t h e  a r e a ,  which h i s  log  d i d  
n o t  r e f l e c t  (pgs.  63, 6 4 ) .  He could n o t  exp la in  why t h e  
Task Force Barker log  showed 69 K I A  a t  one set  o f .  
coordinates  a t  0840 and t h e  11th Brigade log  showed 69 K I A  
by a r t i l l e r y  a t  a d i f f e r e n t  set  of coordinates  a t  0935 
(pg. 42) . H e  was a t  a l o s s  t o  exp la in  t h e  v a r i a t i o n s  
between t h e  two logs  (pg. 6 4 ) .  He could n o t  exp la in  
B Company's e n t r y  that none of i t s  body count inc luded 
women and c h i l d r e n  and he d i d  n o t  know why t h e  r e p o r t  was 
made (pg. 5 5 ) .  No one t o l d  him no t  t o  p u t  body count e n t r i e s  
i n t o  t h e  log  (pg. 57) . 

c .  Body count r e p o r t s .  

A s  t h e  wi tness  r e c a l l e d  it t h e  69 K I A  due t o  
a r t i l l e r y  body count  was t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  t h e  TOC d i r e c t l y  
from C Company v i a  t h e  r e l a y  a t  LZ u p t i g h t  (pg. 38) .  
However, he was n o t  s u r e  who gave him t h e  body count 
coordinates  (pg. 4 1 ) .  He d i d  n o t  know who made t h e  s p o t  
r e p o r t  t o  b r igade  of t h i s  body count (pg. 4 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
r e c o l l e c t  any of t h e  s p e c i f i c  body counts  t h a t  came i n ;  he 
could only  remember t h e  t o t a l  (pg. 5 5 ) .  He d i d  n o t  know of 
any body count r e p o r t s  coming i n  a f t e r  0840 (pg. 5 8 ) .  He 
d i d  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  r ece iv ing  a body count of 310 from MEDINA 
(pg. 5 4 ) .  H e  could n o t  b r i n g  t o  mind any d i scuss ion  about 
body counts which might have occurred a f t e r  HENDERSON 
a r r i v e d  (pg. 4 1 )  . 
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d.  Awareness of o t h e r  events  surrounding t h e  opera t ion .  

JOHNSON d i d  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  a c a l l  from e i t h e r  
Captain MOE o r  S p e c i a l i s t  KUBERT of  t h e  123d Aviat ion 
B a t t a l i o n  a t  0830 t h a t  a message had been heard over  t h e  a i r -  
ground n e t  t h a t  Shark gunships were making a gunrun on 
c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 36) .  He r e c a l l e d  nothing concerning BARKER'S 
r e t u r n  t o  t h e  TOC a t  0900 and could b r i n g  t o  mind none of 
t h e  conversa t ions  t h a t  occurred (pgs.  39, 4 0 ) .  He d i d  no t  
know i f  it was he  who made a s p o t  r e p o r t  t o  b r igade  of  69 
K I A '  s a t  0 9 35 i n  t h e  morning (pg. 4 2 )  . JOHNSON could n o t  
r e c a l l  an o r d e r  given by Colonel HENDERSON over t h e  Task 
Force n e t  a t  0900 t h a t  he d id  n o t  want any unnecessary 
k i l l i n g  done (pg. 4 5 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  overhearing a 
r e p o r t  by MEDINA t h a t  an i n t e r r o g a t i o n  had revealed  t h a t  
30 t o  40 VC had l e f t  My Lai  be fo re  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  had 
been e f f e c t e d  t h a t  morning . (pg. 63) . H e  could n o t  b r ing  t o  
mind a t ransmiss ion  over  t h e  air-ground n e t  a t  1 1 0 0 :  " I f  
you shoo t  t h a t  man I am going t o  shoot  you" (pg. 5 8 ) .  He 
remembered nothing about HENDERSON'S o r d e r  t o  resweep My 
La i ,  CALHOUN's t ransmiss ion  of  t h i s  o r d e r  t o  MEDINA, M E D I N A ' s  
argument about it, o r  KOSTER'S countermand of t h e  o r d e r  
(pgs. 55-57). 

e .  Conversation concerning t h e  k i l l i n g  of  c i v i l i a n s .  

H e  r e c a l l e d  overhearing something about t h e  k i l l i n g  
of c i v i l i a n s  when WATKE was i n  t h e  TOC i n  t h e  morning (pgs. 51, 
5 2 ) .  H e  thought  he saw WATKE i n  person because he d i d  no t  
h e a r  it over  t h e  r a d i o  (pg. 5 1 ) .  He d i d  n o t  know t o  whom 
WATKE spoke, perhaps it was CALHOUN (pg. 52) . He d i d  n o t  
s e e  WATKE t a l k  t o  BARKER (pg. 5 4 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  nothing e l s e  
of t h i s  conversa t ion  o r  what a c t i o n s  followed it (pg. 5 3 ) .  
He d i d  n o t  h e a r  BARKER t r ansmi t  a message t o  CALHOUN (pg.54).  

3. INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

JOHNSON never heard anything about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and 
he  d i d  n o t  remember t e l l i n g  Sergeant  STEPHENS t h a t  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was planned (pgs. 59, 6 0 ) .  Nei ther  ROBERTS 
nor  HAEBERLE mentioned what they had seen on t h e  opera t ion  
t o  him, and he  rece ived no information concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  
from any source  w i t h i n  t h e  PI0 shop (pgs. 60, 6 2 ) .  He d i d  
n o t  know t h a t  HAEBERLE and ROBERTS had been re fused  e n t r y  t o  
t h e  TOC by CALHOUN, b u t  allowed i n  by BARKER (pg. 6 1 )  . He 
r e c a l l e d  nothing derogatory about t h e  opera t ion  s a i d  by 
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Lieutenant  JOHNSON when t h e  l a t t e r  re tu rned  from t h e  f i e l d  
(pg. 61) .  H e  had no knowledge of  a meeting between YOUNG, 

HENDERSON, BARKER, HOLLADAY, and WATKE a t  LZ D o t t i e  on t h e  
18th  (pg. 61) .  JOHNSON d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t e a s i n g  from Sergeant  
GERBERDING about women and c h i l d r e n  being i n  t h e  body counti, 
and he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  GERBERDING saying anything about t h e  
opera t ion  (pg. 6 2 ) .  GERBERDING never mentioned a f o l d e r  
of  papers  he was keeping i n  h i s  desk (pg. 62). 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

'Task Force Barker log ,  'item 2O shown t o  
4 1  

d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any-
lthing about ~ t e m  

1968 	 witness.  Witness 

I1 39* 
5 5  

1 

11th  Brigade J o u r n a l ,  	 Item 53  shown t o  
J.6-19 March 19 6 8  	 wl tness  . Recalled 4 2  

nothing about *tern 
.50 .  63.64 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1424 hours ,  18 
December 1969 .) 

I0: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The following named persons a r e  present :  LTG 
PEERS, MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, COL MILLER, COL FRANKLIN, and 
MAJ LYNN. 

The nex t  wi tness  i s  Master Sergeant  JOHNSON.  

(MSG JOHNSON w a s  c a l l e d  as  a wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and he t e s t i f i e d  i n  substance as  fol lows:)  

Sergeant  JOHNSON,  would you p lease  s t a t e  your 
f u l l  name, grade,  S o c i a l  Secur i ty  number, branch of 
s e r v i c e ,  o rgan iza t ion ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. My name, s i r ,  i s  -William Joseph JOHNSON, Master 
Sesseant ,  United S t a t e s  Amy, S o c i a l  Secur i ty  number 

, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, United 
S t a t e s  Army I n f a n t r y  School, School Brigade, F o r t  Benning, 
Georgia. 

10: Sergeant  JOHNSON,  before  we proceed wi th  any 
ques t ions ,  Colonel MILLER of The Off ice  of The Judge 
Advocate General has some mat ters  t o  inform you on. 

COL MILLER: Sergeant ,  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  
j o i n t 1 y . b ~  t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of 
S t a f f ,  United S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  purposes of determining 
f a c t s  and making f indings  and recommendations concerning 
two m aj o r  a r e a s  : 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  n o t  
t h i s  one, b u t  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and 
t h e  subsequent reviews of t h e s e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and r e p o r t s  
w i t h i n  t h e  chain  of command, of what we now commonly r e f e r  
t o  as t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t  of about 1 6  March of 1968, and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  withholding of 
information by any person who had a ' d u t y  t o  r e p o r t  and 
t o  fu rn i sh  information concerning t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  of t h e  f a c t s  and circumstances of what 
happened a t  My Lai .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  those  two purposes 
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which I j u s t  mentioned t o  you. 

We have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and we have 
reviewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  from a s  many w i t n e s s e s  
a s  p o s s i b l e .  W e  have knowledge of what i s  i n  t h e s e  
s t a t emen t s .  

Your tes t imony w i l l  be t aken  under o a t h ,  a 
verba t im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be p repared ,  and we are a l s o  
p u t t i n g  t h i s  on a  t a p e  r eco rde r .  

Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  
r e p o r t  i s  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  tes t imony,  . 

o r  p a r t s  of t h e  tes t imony may become a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  
knowledge a t  some l a t e r  t i m e .  

You s e e  s e v e r a l  people  i n  t h i s  room. Seve ra l  
of  us may ask you q u e s t i o n s .  I n  o r d e r  t h a t  you know who 
w e  are I w i l l  e x p l a i n  t h i s  b r i e f l y .  

F i r s t ,  i n  f r o n t  of you i s  L ieu tenan t  General  
PEERS, and he has  t h e  p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of weighing 
t h e  ev idence  and making t h e  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations 
on t h i s  case .  On h i s  immediate l e f t  i s  M r .  MACCRATE, 
a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  who i s  an a s s i s t a n t  and a d v i s o r  t o  
General  PEERS, M r .  WEST, who i s  from t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  
General  Counsel of t h e  Army, Colonel  FRANKLIN, and myse l f ,  
Colonel  MILLER. Any one of us may ask you q u e s t i o n s  
dur ing  t h e  a f  ternoon.  

Se rgean t ,  you a r e  o rde red  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your 
tes t imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r  peop le ,  i n c l u d i n g  
o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  excep t  i n  t h e  
performance of  your c f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  o r  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  
s o  t o  do b e f o r e  ano the r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body o r  b e f o r e  a 
j u d i c i a l  t r i b u n a l  such a s  a  cou r t -mar t i a l .  

Are vou now s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  
judge i n  t h e  g-eneral c o u r t l m a r t i a l  ca se  of Uni ted S t a t e s  v; 
Ca l ley?  Have you r e c e i v e d  any i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. No, sir. 

COL MILLER: I n  t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  you do,  and you w i l l  know 
when you do,  your appearance h e r e  w i l l  i n  no way a f f e c t  
t h e  v a l i d i t y  of t h a t  o r d e r .  I f  you r e c e i v e  t h a t  o r d e r  
you a r e  of cou r se  expec ted  t o  obey it. I have no th ing  
f u r t h e r .  
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I0 : Sergeant  JOHNSON, what w a s  your  du ty  assignment ' 
on 16 March 1968? 

A. S i r ,  my main duty assignment a t  t h a t  ? a r t i c u l a r  
t i m e  was o p e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t ,  TF Barker .  

Q How long had you been i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y ?  

A .  I ' d  been t h e r e ,  s i r ,  s i n c e  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  formed, 
which was, I b e l i e v e ,  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of January .  

Q What were your d u t i e s  b e f o r e  t h a t  t ime?  

A .  I w a s  a s s i s t a n t  o p e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t  o f  t h e  
1 1 t h  Brigade,  sir. 

Q And a f t e r  16 March, how long  d i d  you remain 
as  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t  a t  TF Barker? 

A. U n t i l  1200 hour s ,  A p r i l  t h e  9 t h ,  s ir .  
\ 

What happened then?Q. 

A .  W e  c l o s e d  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  s ir .  

Q That w a s  when t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  w a s  d i s e s t a b l i s h e d ,  
is  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And what d i d  you become then?  

A.  I went back t o  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade ,  wl:ich i s  
l o c a t e d  a t  Duc Pho. Sergeant  Major KIRKPATRICK went 
and took o v e r  one of t h e  b a t t a l i o n s  and I s l i p p e d  i n t o  
h i s  s l o t  as t h e  b r igade  o p e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t .  

Q W e  have t a l k e d  t o  s e v e r a l  w i t n e s s e s ,  Se rgean t  
JOHNSON, who were p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  TOC and working i n  t h e  

. TOC a r e a  w i t h  TF Barker.  From them we have ga ined  t h e  
impress ion  t h a t  you were t h e  one t h a t  had a g r e a t  hand 
i n  t h e  f u n c t i o n  a t  t h e  TOC. 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q The t o t a l  r e p o r t i n g  of  t h e  operat ions--and
perhaps  a s  w e l l  informed,  i f  n o t  b e t t e r  informed,  t h a n  
anybody e l s e .  W e  are p l eased  you can be  w i t h  us today .-, 
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A. Yes, sir.  

Q. Afte r  t h e  news of t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  broke 
i n  t h e  p r e s s  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f - ~ e ~ t e m b e ro r  e a r l y  
October, s i n c e  t h a t  t ime have you t a l k e d  t o  anybody 
concerning what t r a n s p i r e d  a t  My Lai and w i t h i n  TF-Barker? 

A. S i r ,  I t a lked  t o  .Captain DANIEL. 

Q. I am r e f e r r i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  people who were 
r e l a t e d  t o  TF Barker o r  t h e  11th  Brigade of t h e  America1 
Division. 

A. Captain LEWELLEN who was t h e  company commander 
of my headquarters  company, who a l s o  was t h e  n i g h t  TOC 
duty o f f i c e r  . 
Q Captain LEWELLEN. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q He w a s  t h e  night--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  TOC duty o f f i c e r .  I t  was t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  he was more o r  l e s s  t r y i n g  t o  p iece  th ings  
toge the r ,  t imes ,  d a t e s ,  and of course he and I be ing  
s t a t i o n e d  a t  For t  Benning--wanted t o  know what happened 
t o  such and such i n d i v i d u a l s .  I t  was more o r  l e s s  a 
general  d i scuss ion .  I would say t h a t  about t h e  c a s e ,  
personal ly  t o  my knowledge, Sergeant F i r s t  Class STEPHENS, 
who was t h e  S2 sergeant--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  STEPHENS? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  a t  TF Barker. 

Q And where i s  he lo'cated? 

A. He's down with t h e  Marksman U n i t ,  For t  Benning, 
Georgia, s i r .  

Q What i s  h i s  f i r s t  name? 

A. Cl in ton .  

Q STEPHENS. Yes. 

A .  Other than t h a t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  t o  be s p e c i f i c .  
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Q- Have you t a l k e d  t o ,  o r  have they  t a l k e d  wi th  
you, about  such i n d i v i d u a l s  a s  Captain  MEDINA? 

A. No, sir. I never  spoke w i t h  Captain  MEDINA. 

Q *  L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY? 

A. No, sir.  I h a v e n ' t  even spoken t o  L ieu tenan t  
CALLEY. 

Q- Any people  from t h e  b r i g a d e  s t a f f ,  o r  t h e  t a s k  
f o r c e  s t a f f ?  

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Other  t han  t h o s e  you j u s t  
mentioned? 

A. Of cou r se ,  everybody r e a d s  t h e  pape r s  and they  
knew t h a t  I was p a r t  of t h e  t a s k  force--more o r  l e s s  what 
you c a l l  shop t a l k .  

Q- But n o t  w i th  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  w e r e  concerned 
wi th  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Going back t o  t h e  evening and t h e  a f t e rnoon  
b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  which would t a k e  us  t o  t h e  1 5 t h  of 
March. Were you p r e s e n t  du r ing  t h e  b r i e f i n g  which w a s  
p r e sen ted?  

A. No, s i r ,  I was n o t .  The br ie f ings- -Colone l  
BARKER had a  van n e x t  t o  t h e  TOC which w a s  h i s  s l e e p i n g  
q u a r t e r s .  He h e l d  h i s  b r i e f i n g s  i n  t h i s  van. i , i . th h i s  
commanders. I t  was j u s t  r i g h t  o u t s i d e  t h e  door of t h e  
TOC, s i r .  

Q. Did he have s u f f i c i e n t  room i n  t h e r e  t o  g e t  t h e  
t h r e e  company commanders and a r t i l l e r y m e n ,  t h e  support - -  
a v i a t i o n  and s o  on i n  t h e r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know how he ,  whether h e ,  g o t  them a l l  
i n  a t  one t ime ,  sir. I d o n ' t  remember, b u t  t h i s  was more 
o r  less where he  h e l d  a l l  h i s  b r i e f i n g s .  I might add, s i r ,  
t h a t  once a  week w e  went t o  b r igade  headqua r t e r s  which was 
l o c a t e d  a t  Duc Pho. He r e c e i v e d  a  b r i e f i n g  t h e r e  t hen  i n -  
t u r n  when h e  g o t  back he would ho ld  a  b r i e f i n g .  
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Q. I am t h i n k i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  of t h e  b r i e f i n g  ' 
of t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  on t h e  morning of t h e  16 th  i n t o  t h e  
Son My V i l l a g e  a r e a ?  

A .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge it was h e l d  
r i g h t  i n  t h e  van,  sir.  

Q Was t h e r e  an o p e r a t i o n  o r d e r  c u t  on t h i s  
ope ra t ion?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. Were t h e r e  forms of  w r i t t e n  d i r e c t i v e s  
of any t y p e ,  o v e r l a y s ,  o r  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  i s s u e d  t h a t  
you know o f ?  

A. To t h e  best  of my knowledge, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  any w r i t t e n  in format ion  a t  a l l .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l ,  from j u s t  word around t h e  
TOC, what i n s t r u c t i o n s  w e r e  i s s u e d  t o  C h a r l i e  Company, 
f o r  example, a s  t o  what t h e y  w e r e  t o  do t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
of My L a i  ( 4 )  ? , 

A. No, sir. I d i d  n o t  h e a r  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  
C h a r l i e  Company. Now I might say  t h a t ,  I'm t r y i n g  t o  
t h i n k  of h i s  name, Major CALHOUN who was t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  
o f f i ce r - - I 'm  almost  p o s i t i v e  he planned t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  
s i r - -of  cou r se ,  i n  conjunc t ion  w i t h  L ieu tenan t  Colonel  
BARKER. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  he  w a s  i n  t h i s  p a r t  of  t h e  b r i e f -
ing .  This  was done. The c o l o n e l  had a map, and h e  more 
o r  l e s s  p l o t t e d  h i s  o p e r a t i o n  on t h e  map and t h e n  would 
p o s t  it on t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  map. Then he  would b r i e f  from 
h i s  map he would have wi th  him, u n l e s s  we had some V I P ' s .  
Then he would've b r i e f e d  them i n  t h e  TOC. But ,  o f fhand ,  
s i r ,  I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any b r i e f i n g  I overheard  t h e r e .  
I may have and as I go a long  I may r e c a l l  it. 

Q. Did he mention anyth ing  about  having you--do 
you r e c a l l  having heard  o r  having mentioned any th ing  
concerning burn ing  t h e  hootches  o r  k i l l i n g  t h e  l i v e s t o c k ?  

A. No, sir.  The f i r s t  t i m e  I r e a l i z e d  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  
was k i l l e d  was when t h e  r e p o r t  was on t h e  TV. Of c o u r s e ,  
t h i s  was a s ea rch  and d e s t r o y  o p e r a t i o n .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  
was t h e  terminology used t h e r e ,  s e a r c h  -and d e s t r o y  t h e  
enemy, bunkers ,  and t h i n g s  of  t h i s  n a t u r e .  
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But d e s t r o y i n g  doesn ' t mean k i l l i n g  t h e  l i v e s t o c k ?  

A. My op in ion ,  s i r ?  I t  does n o t ,  p e r s o n a l l y .  

Q- Did you have an oppor tun i ty  t o  t a l k  t o  any of 
t h e s e  men t h a t  evening b e f o r e  t hey  went o u t  on t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  t h e  fo l lowing  day? 

A. No, sir. I might mention I had many, many jobs ,  
n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  j u s t  o p e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t .  I w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  t h e  r e supp ly  of ammunition f o r  t h e  choppers.  I was 
a l s o  t h e  f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  and had t o  t a k e  c a r e  of t h e  mess 
and t h e  ammunition f o r  t h e  t r o o p s ,  unloading of t h e  r a t i o n s ,  
and running t h e  mess h a l l .  

F i r s t  s e r g e a n t  f o r  what? 

A. For  t h e  l i t t l e  headqua r t e r s  group w e  had f o r  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  There was a  va ry ing  amount of  peop le ,  I 
f o r g e t  how many, somewhere i n  t h e  neighborhood of  about 
e ight- -and a l s o  b u i l d i n g  t h e  pe r ime te r .  I w a s  always 
o u t s i d e ,  i n  many cases  walking t h e  p e r i m e t e r ,  going around 
checking t h e  bunkers.  I t a l k e d  t o  people  a l l  t h e  t ime.  

Q =  I j u s t  wonder i f  you can r e c a l l  on t h i s  
evening b e f o r e  t hey  went on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  whether  
t h e s e  men w e r e  r e a c t i n g  d i f f e r e n t l y  t han  they  were on 
o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing  
of t h a t  n a t u r e .  They w e r e  always i n  good mora le ,  i n  my 
opin ion .  

Q. Before  we g e t  i n t o  t h e  nex t  s t a g e  do you have 
any q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

(No response.  ) 

Sergean t  JOHNSON, moving on t o  t h e  fo l lowing  
day,  would you r ecoun t  t o  t h e  b e s t  of your knowledge how 
t h e  e v e n t s  t r a n s p i r e d  d u r i n g  t h a t  day? '. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  There w a s  an a r t i l l e r y  prep .  I d o n ' t  
know e x a c t l y  what t ime it s t a r t e d ,  b u t  I t h i n k  it l a s t e d  
3 t o  5 minutes  and, of  cou r se ,  t hen  t h e  t r o o p s  were . 

a i r l i f t e d  i n .  I r e c a l l - -

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You r e c a l l  where t h e  p r e p a r a t o r y  
f i r e s  w e r e  p laced?  
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A. Offhand, no, s ir .  I d o n ' t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  -
t h e  exact  l o c a t i o n .  They were coming o u t  of LZ Uptight ,  
I b e l i e v e ,  and I ' m  not  s u r e  whether t h e  155 b a t t e r y  a t  
D o t t i e  was f i r i n g  o r  n o t ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  Of course w e  
had a company i n  a  blocking p o s i t i o n .  

Q. I r e f e r  you he re ,  Sergeant  JOHNSON,  a blown-
up map. 

A. W e  have A Company' t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q. Notice A/3/1 up t o  t h e  nor th  of t h e  Diem D i e m  
River and you n o t i c e  LZ 1 where C/1/20 went i n  t h e  a r e a  
of My La i  ( 4 )  and then  over near  t h e  coas t  LZ 2 where 
B/4/3 combat a s s a u l t  went i n t o  t h a t  a rea?  

A. Of course I was opera t ing  the  r a d i o s  t h a t  
morriing--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Who kept  t h e  logs  i n  your TOC? 

A. We had a work s h e e t  t h e r e ,  we mark t h e  t imes 
and events  t h a t  happen r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  a r e a  and it would 
be typed. Of course,  myself ,  Major CALHOUN, Sergeant  
STEVENS were a l l  q u a l i f i e d  t o  do t h e  same t h i n g ,  s ir .  

Q. But normally you, a s  t h e  opera t ions  se rgean t ,  
more o r  l e s s  r an  t h e  opera t ions  o f f i c e .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  i f  I had t o  leave  t h e  TOC, Sergeant  
STEVENS o r  Major CALHOUN was r i g h t  t h e r e  a t  a l l  t imes.  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  when t h e  c los ing  time f o r  Char l i e  was i n  
t h e  LZ. 

Q- What i s  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  you remember about 
t h e  opera t ions  t h a t  day a f t e r  t h e  second l i f t  g o t  on t h e  
ground and you might say t h e  a s s a u l t  began? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  whether t h e  LZ was ho t .  9 b e l i e v e  
it was cold.  I t  seemed l i k e  t h e  gunships c a l l e d  i n  and 
s a i d  people were running o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e s .  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  where. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  rece ived  
any f i r e  a t  a l l ,  sir.  

Q Sergeant  JOHNSON,  I have h e r e  a document which 
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i s  t h e  l o g  f o r  Task Force  Barker f o r  t h e  16 th  o f  
March cover ing  t h e  p e r i o d  0 0 0 1  t o  2400  hours  on t h a t  
same day. I would l i k e  t h i s  document e n t e r e d  i n t o  
t h e  r e c o r d  a s  an e x h i b i t .  

RCDR: Task Force Barker l o g  f o r  16 March 1968 i s  
en. tered i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  and marked as E x h i b i t  M - 1 4 .  

10: I r e f e r  t h i s  document t o  you Se rgean t  
JOHNSON, and ask you i f  you have e v e r  seen  t h i s  
document ( I0  handed t h e  document t o  t h e  w i t n e s s . )  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q You might review t h i s  document Se rgean t  
JOHNSON, t o  r e f r e s h  your memory of some of t h e s e  even t s .  
Does t h i s  h e l p  t o  r e f r e s h  your- memory of  t h e  e v e n t s  t ha t - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t  i s  much more on t h e r e  t h a t  I 
had e v e r  r e a l i z e d .  One t h i n g  I have been t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  
s i r ,  and I h a v e n ' t  been a b l e  t o  t u r n  it ove r  i n  my mind 
whether t h e r e  was an M I  team a long  wi th  us--with t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
t h a t  day. I ' v e  been t r y i n g  and t r y i n g  and t r y i n g ,  I c a n ' t  
remember whether  it was o r  n o t .  

Q We have i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  such a team went a long .  

I j u s t  say  t h a t  I j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  remember, s i r .  

Q. Now t h e n ,  you w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  some 
r a t h e r  sma l l  e n t r i e s  concerning t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  a  couple  
of  V C ' s  and s o  f o r t h  o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  t h e  f i r s t  
b i g  e n t r y  comes i n  i t e m  number 16 on t h e  second page. Then 
you w i l l  n o t i c e  t h e  nex t  b i g  i t e m  has  t o  do wi th  69 VC K I A  
i n  i t e m  number 22. Do you remember any d i s c u s s i o n  concern-
i n g  t h i s  l a r g e  number of i n d i v i d u a l s  having been k i l l e d  
t h i s  e a r l y  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r .  I was under t h e  impress ion  t h a t  t h e s e  
were k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ,  s ir .  The f i g u r e  of  78 k i l l e d  by 

' a r t i l l e r y  .out  o f  128 which was r e p o r t e d  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  
opera t ion- - the  f i g u r e  of 78 s t i c k s  i n  my mind. 

Q . For  a 3- t o  5-minute p r e p ,  does t h i s  sound 
l i k e  a l o g i c a l  r e p o r t ?  

A .  T h a t ' s  a l o t  of people .  I t  s u r e  i s ,  s i r .  
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Q. My q u e s t i o n  was, do you r e c a l l  anybody
q u e s t i o n i n g  t h i s  a t  t h a t  t i m e  o r  no t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I do n o t .  

Q.  Do you r e c a l l  General  KOSTER a r r i v i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  He was brought  i n  t h e  TOC I b e l i e v e ,  
s i r ,  and g iven  a b r i e f i n g  by L ieu tenan t  Colonel  BARKER. 

Q . While he was t h e r e  do you r e c a l l  Colone l  
HENDERSON w i t h  a couple  of VC s u s p e c t s ?  

A. N O ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Which l a t e r  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be PF's  who sometime 
about a month p rev ious ly  had been cap tured  by t h e  VC and 
h e l d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  u n t i l  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  morning when 
they  had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  escape? 

A. I remember something a long  t h o s e  l i n e s ,  s i r ,  b u t  
I j u s t  c a n ' t  r e l a t e  t h e  f a c t s  e x a c t l y .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander r e t u r n i n g  
t o  LZ D o t t i e ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  he d i d  r e t u r n .  I d o n ' t  know 
how long  he was o u t .  I b e l i e v e  he r e t u r n e d  and r e f u e l e d .  

Q Do you know what Major CALHOUN d i d  then?  

A. NO,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir .  

Q. Were you aware of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h,e was n o t  i n  
t h e  TOC a t  t h e  t ime? 

A .  No, s ir .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  run it back through my 
mind. I n o t i c e  t h e  e n t r y  h e r e  where he d e p a r t e d  t o  C h a r l i e  
Company. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any conve r sa t ion  o v e r  t h e  r a d i o  t o  
t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  Major CALHOUN had gone t o  t e l l  Capta in  
MEDINA t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  and burn ing  of hootches?  

A. S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge I never  r e c a l l  
a message coming over  t h e  r a d i o .  I t  was very p o s s i b l e  t h a t  
I was o u t  o f  t h e  TOC i f  it d i d  come o v e r ,  s i r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  t h a t ,  I s u r e  d o n ' t .  
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Q Do you . r e c a l l  Colonel  BARKER e v e r  going o u t  
and l and ing  on t h e  ground t o  t a l k  t o  Captain  MEDINA? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Did you see o r  w e r e  you aware of any r e p o r t  
which had been made by t h e  aero-,scout u n i t  which suppor ted  
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  from t h e  123d Av ia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ?  

A. S i r ,  l e t  me--I remember i n  t h e  TOC t h e r e  and 
I d o n ' t  know who mentioned it, t h e  name Major WATKE s t i c k s  
i n  my mind, mentioned something t o  someone i n  t h e  back of  
me t h a t  it w a s  some c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  o r  something. I ' m  
n o t  s u r e  e x a c t l y  how it w a s  phrased  o r  any th ing  of  t h i s  
n a t u r e  and I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e ,  d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  who h e  w a s  
t a l k i n g  t o .  I say Major WATKE. That  name i s  t h e  on ly  
one t h a t  s t i c k s  i n  my mind. I wouldn' t say f o r  s u r e  t h a t  
it was him. I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember, b u t  I hea rd  something 
behind my back. Some c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  o r  something 
of t h i s  n a t u r e .  

Q. Who w a s  he t a l k i n g  t o ,  do you know? 

A. No, s i r ,  I . d i d n l t  know. 

Q. Was Colonel BARKER i n  t h e  TOC a t  t h e  t ime?  

A .  I don '  t r e c a l l  whether  h e  w a s  i n  t h e  TOC. 
There w a s  q u i t e  a few people  t h e r e  a t ,  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q What time of t h e  day w a s  t h i s ?  

A. I t  seemed l i k e  t h a t  t h i s  was i n  t h e  morning 
hours  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  i f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken.  Captain  
LEWELLEN might have been i n  t h e r e .  I j u s t  do:-':- know 
who was e x a c t l y  p r e s e n t ,  s i r .  

Q- During t h e  t i m e  such as  t h i s  w a s  c a p t a i n
LEWELLEN, who had been running t h e  n i g h t  s h i f t ,  would 
he  normally be  i n  t h e  TOC du r ing  t h e  day,  d u r i n g  d a y l i g h t  
hours  ? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  sometimes when we had an o p e r a t i o n  
going on h e  remained over  f o r  awhi le  t o  he lp .  I n  f a c t ,  i f  
I ' m  n o t  mis taken ,  he recorded t h i s .  

Q. Recorded what? 
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A. The o p e r a t i o n ,  on a s m a l l  t a p e  r e c o r d e r .  

Q Before  it was t r ansposed  t o  t h e  t ypewr i t t en - -

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  s i r .  

-Q. Did you h e a r  anyth ing  t h e r e  about any o f  t h e s e  
h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s  o r  crews complaining t h a t  t h e  ground 
t r o o p s  were k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. No, sir. I d i d  n o t .  I w a s  n o t  where I could 
h e a r  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  from t h e  p i l o t s ,  s i r .  

Q. You were moni tor ing  j u s t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  t a s k  
f o r c e  n e t ?  

A. The b a t t a l i o n  n e t  and of  course  w e  had a b r i g a d e  
n e t .  I b e l i e v e  we had a s e c u r e  vo ice  and t h e r e  was what 
w e  c a l l e d  a " f r e e "  r a d i o  a t  b r igade .  

Q. Did you normally a l s o  keep r a d i o  c o n t a c t  w i t h  
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  on LZ Upt igh t?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  The a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  was l o c a t e d  i n  
t h e  TOC, and he k e p t  d i r e c t  c o n t a c t  w i th  them. 

Q This  i n d i v i d u a l  you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o ,  i s  h i s  
name Captain  VAZQUEZ? 

A.  Yes, s i r .  

Q He w a s  i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  o f  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
commander t h a t  was a t  LZ Upt igh t .  H i s  name was Captain  
GAMBLE. 

Q. Yes. Captain  GAMBLE d i d  have t h e  b a t t e r y - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  D e l t a  B a t t e r y ,  s i r .  

Q. T h a t ' s  r i g h t  D/6/11. You r e c a l l ,  i n  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n ,  a f t e r  C/1/20 g o t  p a s t  My L a i  and proceeded on 
f o r  about ano the r  1 ,500 o r  2,000 o r  more meters  where t hey  
s t a r t e d  l a a g e r i n g  up f o r  t h e  n i g h t  wi th  B/4/3, t h i s  was 
i n  t h e  t i m e  p e r i o d  o f  about 1500? Do you r e c a l l  a t  t h a t  
t ime r e c e i v i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from Colonel  HENDERSON f o r  
C h a r l i e  Company t o  r e t u r n  t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  t o  make a body 
count  t o  i n c l u d e  women, c h i l d r e n ,  ages ,  s ex ,  and how they  
were k i l l e d ?  
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A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  be ing  passed o v e r  
t h e  r a d i o  by Major CALHOUN, t o  Capta in  MEDINA on t h i s  
s u b j e c t ?  

A .  Something they  s a i d  t h a t  somebody t o l d  them t o  
do t h i s ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember who gave them t h e  i n s t r u c -
t i o n s ,  s i r .  I t  seemed l i k e  something-- l ike  a  squad o r  
something,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I ' m  r e a l l y  n o t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n  from t h e  company 
on t h e  ground t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  he w a s  2,000 o r  3,000 
meters beyond My L a i ,  t h a t  i f  he had t o  go back 
through t h i s  a r e a  he wouldn ' t  be a b l e  t o  do t h a t  i n  t ime 
t o  g e t  t h a t  done by dark and g e t  back i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r ea?  

A. No, sir.  No, s i r ,  I do n o t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander came 
i n  on t h e  a i r  and t o l d  them.not  t o  go back t o  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I do n o t .  

COL FRANKLIN: Sergeant  JOHNSON, you mentioned Capta in  
LEWELLEN. Do you t h i n k  he was r eco rd ing  t h i s ?  What was 
t h e  n e t  c o n t r o l ?  What was your  c a l l  s i g n  t h a t  morning? 

A.  S i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember my p a r t i c u l a r  c a l l  s i g n .  

Q. What about  Coyote 65, how's t h a t ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  w e  had t h a t  s i g n .  

Q. Would 65 be you? 

A .  Yes, sir.  

- Q. Were you on t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  morning? 

A .  Yes, s ir .  

Q. When you l i s t e n  t o  Coyote 65, you g e t  t h e  
impress ion  he r e a l l y  knows w h a t ' s  going on Se rgean t  
JOHNSON. There w a s  an awful l o t  of  s t u f f  go ing  on. 
W e  w i l l  a sk  you l a t e r  on t o  l i s t e n  t o  a t a p e  and s e e  
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i f  you can perhaps  i d e n t i f y  it. On t h i s  l o g ,  h e r e  about  
1555, t hey  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  none of t h e  VC body count  w e r e  
women and c h i l d r e n ,  and Company C r e p o r t s  t h a t  approxi-
mately 1 0  t o  11 were women and c h i l d r e n .  Why d i d  
t hey  send i n  t h a t  r e p o r t ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s ir .  They were s e n t  i n ,  because 
i t ' s  i n  t h e  l og .  I t  had t o  b e  s e n t  i n .  I may n o t  have 
t aken  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  r e p o r t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q You r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t o  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade.  Why d i d  
you r e p o r t  t h a t  t o  t h e  l l t h  Brigade? 

A. T h i s  was--they i n  t u r n  k e p t  a l o g  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  
TOC i n  Duc Pho, s ir .  We had t o  r e p o r t  a l l  a c t i o n s  down t o  
t h e  b r igade  headqua r t e r s  i t se l f .  

Q.  I mean, when women and c h i l d r e n  were h u r t  o r  
innocent  people  h u r t  d i d  you have t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  t o  b r igade?  
Why d i d  you have t o ?  How d i d  you know you had t o  r e p o r t  
t h a t  t o  t h e  b r igade?  

A .  W e  r e p o r t e d  a l l  i n c i d e n t s ,  sir .  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  one. 

Q Anytime a c i v i l i a n  was h u r t  d i d  you r e p o r t  t h a t  
t o  t h e  b r igade?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  w e  r e p o r t e d  medevac and t h i n g s  of t h i s  
n a t u r e .  

Q. Why? You a r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t .  You 
g i v e  t h e  r e p o r t .  Why d i d  you always r e p o r t  c i v i l i a n s  
g e t t i n g  h u r t  t o  t h e  l l t h  Brigade? 

A. We had t o  r e p o r t  eve ry th ing ,  s i r .  

Q.  Do you know Se rgean t  Lonnie WARREN? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  he  was t h e  M P  p rovos t  s e r g e a n t .  

Q .  Was he  a  p r e t t y  good f r i e n d  of yours?  H e  is 
a f a i r l y  s e n i o r  s e r g e a n t .  Did you t a l k  t o  him much? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I knew Se rgean t  WAR-N very w e l l .  He 
w a s  a t  t h e  TOC q u i t e  a b i t ;  i n  f a c t ,  i f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken 
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he was up on t h e  h i l l  t h e  morning of  t h e  l i f t .  He was 
c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  choppers on t h e  h i l l  t h a t  morning. 

a .  You remember t a l k i n g  t o  him t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  
15 th?  

A. No, s ir ,  n o t  of fhand. 

Q *  You remember t a l k i n g  t o  him about be ing
real s c a r e d  about  him going i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h e  nex t  
day? 

No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  anybody be ing  s c a r e d  o r  anybody
being  nervous ,  o r  would you say  it was j u s t  l i k e  always? 
Everybody around Dott ie--say you walked around t h e  p e r i -
meter of C Company, d i d  t hey  look l i k e  they  always d i d  
every day? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I s a i d  t h a t ,  I d i d n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
mean t h a t  I was o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day,  b u t  I ' m  
s u r e  I w a s ,  and I d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  anyth ing  d i f f e r e n t  r e a l l y .  

Q - Tha t  r e p o r t  coming i n  on t h a t  69 - - tha t ' s  
69 k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ,  could you communicate d i r e c t l y  
w i t h  t h e  r i f l e  companies i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A Y e s ,  sir,  t h i s  w a s  a " f r e e "  r a d i o ,  It could 
be swi tched  o v e r  t o  t h a t  channel .  

Q. Do you remember i f  you could  reach  them from 
D o t t i e ,  a f t e r  t h e  r i f l e  company w a s  on t h e  ground,  w i th  
r e l a y ?  You could  t a l k  t o  them t h a t  morning? 

A. I b e l i e v e  we could ,  s i r .  

a On-t h i s  t a p e  w e  d o n ' t  s e e m  t o  g e t  them t o o  
. .c l e a r .  

T h a t ' s  a l l  I have. 

MR MACCRATE: Se rgean t  JOHNSON, I have h e r e  t h e  tes t imony 
of Major CALHOUN and I would l i k e  t o  r ead  you a l i t t l e  
p o r t i o n  of it. Th i s  i s  uncor rec t ed  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime ,  
b u t  I t h i n k  i t  i s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  c l e a r .  The p o r t i o n  t h a t  
I am going  t o  r e a d ,  you can perhaps  t h i n k  about  t h i s  and 
see i f  it d o e s n ' t  r e f r e s h  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  as t o  some 
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events  i n  t h e  af te rnoon about t h e  t ime of t h a t  e n t r y  39: .  

"A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  whether t h e  c a l l  came 
t o  me from t h e  br igade 3 t o  me as  a t a s k  f o r c e  3 
o r  whether it came from t h e  br igade  t o  commander--
t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander, but  l a t e  i n  t h e  a f t e r -  
noon I would a t  1600 hours approximately,  we 
rece ived  a c a l l  from brigade asking us what was 
t h e  number of c i v i l i a n s  h u r t  and i f  p o s s i b l e ,  t r y  
t o  determine how they were h u r t ,  how they were 
k i l l e d  o r  wounded, s o  Colonel BARKER was s i t t i n g  
t h e r e  monitoring t h e  opera t ion  with the.  r ad io  a t  
t h i s  time. He i n s t r u c t e d  me t o  con tac t  Captain . 

MEDINA who a t  t h i s  time could be contac ted  from 
the--I'm s u r e ,  from t h e  t a sk  fo rce  headquar ters  
and ask them t o  count t h e  number of c i v i l i a n  
c a s u a l t i e s  and determine how they were e i t h e r  
k i l l e d  o r  wounded. Captain MEDINA t o l d  me 
a t  t h a t  t ime t h a t  he was e a s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o u t  
of t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a rea ;  t h a t  he would have t o  
r e t r a c e  h i s  s t e p s  going back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ;  t h a t  
he thought t h a t  t h e r e  were somewhere between 20  
and 30 people who were k i l l e d .  He f e l t  mostly 
by a r t i l l e r y ,  b u t  he would have t o  form h i s  com-
pany and r e t r a c k ,  go back about t h r e e  o r  four  thou- 
sand--I d o n ' t  know, b u t  he had t o  go back some d i s -  
tance  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  A t  t h a t  time t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander must have been monitoring t h e  conversa-
t i o n  between myself and Captain MEDINA and he broke 
i n  and s a i d  he d id  not  want t h e  company t o  r e t u r n  
t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and he d i d  no t  want them t o  r e t u r n . "  

Now, can you t ake  yourse l f  back t o  t h e  TOC t h a t  a f te rnoon 
and with t h e  b e n e f i t  of t h i s  e n t r y  and t h e  log  and 
t h e  r e p o r t  coming in--we d i d n ' t  have t h i s  l o g ,  t o  h e l p  Major 
CALHOUN when he was t e s t i f y i n g  f o r  us e a r l i e r .  So t h a t  w e  
have h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  p l u s  t h e  log  a t  t h i s  t ime,  and what I 
would l i k e  t o  ask you t o  do i s  see  i f  you can r e c a l l  what was 
going on i n  t h e  TOC a t  t h a t  t ime,  w i t h  a  message apparent ly  
going o u t ,  both t o  Company B and Company C and what can you 
r e c a l l  a s  what was t h e  information t h e r e  i n  t h e  TOC about 
c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A .  I ' m  j u s t  wondering a f t e r  you read t h a t ,  s i r ,  whether 
I w a s  i n  t h e  TOC o r  not .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  those  messages, sir.  
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I ' m  s u r e  it w a s  p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  I j u s t  d o n ' t  recall  them 
coming o v e r  t h e  r a d i o ,  s ir .  I ' v e  run  t h i s  t h i n g  through 
my mind o v e r  and ove r  and I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  

Q Now, i f  you w i l l  look a t  e n t r y  number 2 9 ,  a t  
1 1 4 0 ,  Malor CALHOUN depa r t ed  LZ D o t t i e  f o r  Company C ' s  
l o c a t i o n .  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q- And i n  h i s  tes t imony Major CALHOUN s t a t e d  t h a t  
when he r e t u r n e d  fo l lowing  t h i s  t ime frame, Colonel  BARKER 
mentioned t o  him t h a t  he thought  t h e r e  had been some c i v i l -
i a n s  h u r t ,  probably wi th  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  t h a t  was 
p u t  i n ,  i n  suppor t  of t h e  h e l i - a s s a u l t  and t h i s  had been 
repor ted--or  c i v i l i a n s  be ing  h u r t  had been r e p o r t e d  t o  him 
from t h e  aero-scout  company commander. That i s  a f t e r  he 
g o t  back t o  t h e  ground. 

"Q. Who i s  t h e  aero-scout  commander? 

"A. Major WATKE, s i r .  Colonel  BARKER t o l d  m e  
abou t  t h i s  a l s o ,  he thought  t h e r e  was some burning.  
H e  t o l d  me a l s o  t h a t  t h e  b r igade  headqua r t e r s  and 
d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s  were aware of t h i s  complain-
t i v e  r e p o r t  made by t h e  aero-scout  commander." 

Now, t h i s  d i d  r e f r e s h  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  a t  an e a r l i e r  t i m e  
t han  t h a t  day? These a r e  two e v e n t s  r e l a t i n g  g e n e r a l l y  
t o  t h e  same s u b j e c t  of c i v i l i a n s  be ing  i n j u r e d  o v e r  a 
p e r i o d  of s e v e r a l  hours  t ime.  There must have been some 
d i s c u s s i o n  i n  t h e  TOC. 

A. What I mentioned e a r l i e r ,  s i r ,  t h a t  I d i d  h e a r  some-
one mentioned which I thought--which I w a s  n o t  s u r e  it was 
Major WATKE about  some c i v i l i a n s  be ing  i n j u r e d  o r  k i l l e d .  

Q Did you hear--

A. 
t o .  

( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d i d n ' t  r e c a l l  who he  was t a l k i n g  

Q. What d i d  Major WATKE s ay  about  t h a t ?  Did he 
i n d i c a t e  where he had g o t t e n  t h e  in format ion?  

A.  I ' m  s u r e  it was Major WATKE. To my mind, s i r ,  it 
seems t h a t  he w a s  i n  t h e  background t h e r e .  
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Q- Well, Major CALHOUN r e f e r s  t o  Major WATKE , 
br ing ing  i n  such in fo rma t ion .  

A. Very p o s s i b l y .  H e  cou ld  have been t a l k i n g  t o  
Major CALHOUN, s ir .  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  what Major WATKE w a s  
r e p o r t i n g  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Where he had g o t t e n  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  he w a s  
p rov id ing?  

A. No, sir. I don' t know where t h e  i n fo rma t ion  w a s  
coming from. I c e r t a i n l y  d o n ' t ,  u n l e s s  it i s  probably  from 
h i s  own aero-scouts  . 
10: W e  have been hope fu l  t h a t  you would have been a b l e  
t o  f i l l  i n  a number of t h e s e  gaps ,  Sergeant  JOHNSON. Major 
CALHOUN and Capta in  KOTOUC w e r e  of t h e  op in ion  t h a t  you 
would be a b l e  t o  f i l l  i n  a l o t  of t h e s e  gaps ,  because you 
w e r e  t h e  one t h a t  was o p e r a t i n g  t h e  r a d i o s  and running  t h e  
log.  But we h a v e n ' t  r e c e i v e d  an awful l o t  o f  in format ion .  

.A .  I ' v e  t r i e d ,  s i r .  I ' v e  p u t  t h i s  t h i n g  ove r  i n  my 
mind. I n  f a c t  i t ' s  going around r i g h t  now. 

MR MACCRATE: How much of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was t a p e d  t h a t  day? 

A. S i r ,  I d i d n '  t ,  I don 't know Capta in  LEWELLEN was 
i n  t h e r e .  Of cou r se ,  he w a s  o p e r a t i n g  some r a d i o s ,  t o o ,  a t  
t h e  same t ime .  One person  j u s t  does n o t  handle  t h e  t r a n s -
miss ion.  He'd o p e r a t e d  some I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  morning. 

Q You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  t a p e  was made by Colonel  
BARKER of ' t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  day. 

A. Captain  LEWELLE-N. 

Q Was t h i s  a r e g u l a r  procedure  i n  t h e  TOC? 

A. No, sir. I d i d n ' t  even know who had given m e  t h e  
a u t h o r i t y  t o  do it. 
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Q-. Did you ever  hear  t h a t  t ape  subsequent t o  t h a t  
time? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  I was i n  Captain DANIEL 'S  
o f f i c e  a t  F o r t  Benning and he d id  n o t  have a copy of  it 
t h e r e  a t  t h e  time I was up t a l k i n g  with him. 

Q. Do you know i f  t h e  whole day ' s  ope ra t ion  was 
taped o r  only a por t ion  of i t ?  

A .  I ' m  su re  it would only be a p o r t i o n ,  s ir .  I ' m  
not--the whole thing----i t  would t a k e  q u i t e  a b i t  of t a p e  
I be l i eve  t o  record  a l l  of t h i s  I 'm s u r e  it was j u s t - - i t  
was probably t h e  i n i t i a l  p a r t .  A s  I mentioned t o  you e a r l i e r ,  
I walked around through t h e  a rea .  I have never heard any 
one i n  t h e  u n i t  a f t e r  they re tu rned  r e f e r r i n g  t o  c i v i l i a n s  
being k i l l e d .  I t ' s  t h e  t r u t h ,  s i r .  I never  heard of an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  being conducted t h e r e .  I never heard i f  one 
was conducted. 

Q N o  one ever quest ioned you i n  connection with--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, s i r ,  no one never  t a l k e d  t o  me. 
I n  f a c t ,  when it appeared i n  t h e  paper o r  when I heard it on 
t e l e v i s i o n  I w a s  l o s t .  I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  be l i eve  it took p lace  
because I d i d  know Colonel BARKER. A f t e r  a l l  I thought he 
was a dedica ted  man t o  t h e  se rv ice - -ce r t a in ly  Major CALHOUN--
a r e a l  f i n e  o f f i c e r  and I jus t - - I  was never  informed o r  brought 
i n t o  t h e  p i c t u r e  i f  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was conducted. 

I 0  : Sergeant  J O H N S O N ,  was it usual  i n  t h e  t a s k  fo rce  
t h a t  t h e  company f i r s t  sergeant  would remain behind i n  Duc 
Pho ? 

A. No, s i r .  I f  I r e c a l l  B/4/3's f i r s t  s e rgean t ,  h i s  
company had t o  keep him out  i n  t h e  f i e l d  because t h e  man 
w a s  going a l l  t h e  time i n  t h e  f i e l d .  The company commander 
a t  t h a t  time w a s  Captain MICHLES who was l a t e r  k i l l e d  i n  an 
a i r p l a n e  c r a s h ,  b u t ,  i f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken, h i s  f i r s t  sergeant--
he was with him a11 t h e  t ime. In f a c t ,  he was p a r t  of t h e  
command group i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

Q. S h i f t i n g  over t o  B / 4 / 3  as  you know, t h e  f i r s t  
day of t h e i r  opera t ion  they moved up t o  the a r e a  of My Lai (1). 
The second day they moved down genera l ly  along t h e  c o a s t  t o  
t h e  t h r e e  v i l l a g e s  which you s e e  a s  Co Lay ( l ) ,Co Lay (2), 
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and Co Lay ( 3 )  and subsequent ly  t u r n e d  around and moved 
back up t o  t h e  n o r t h  where t hey  l aage red  t h a t  evening.  In 
t h i s  a r e a  of  Co Lay d i d  you h e a r  a t  anytime of  any women, 
c h i l d r e n ,  and noncombatants be ing  k i l l e d  i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. N o ,  s i r .  One t h i n g  t h a t  confused me about  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n ,  i t ' s  been r e f e r r e d  t o  as P i n k v i l l e ,  which I 
always--I never  r e f e r - - I  thought  t h a t  P i n k v i l l e  was a 
s e p a r a t e  o p e r a t i o n  which w e  conducted e a r l i e r .  But I see now 
t h a t - - i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  it makes up t h a t .  I remember Major 
TRINKLE,  who was a c a p t a i n  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  He was t h e  CO 
of A/3/1. H e  fought  a l l  day t h e r e  a t  P i n k v i l l e  and was 
never  a b l e  t o  g e t  i n s i d e  a f t e r  trememdous a i r  s t r i k e s  and 
gunships and what have you. When we d i d  g e t  i n  t h a t  n i g h t  
he found nobody and I ' m  s u r e  t h e r e  were some VC k i l l e d  
t h e r e .  I th ink- - I  r e c a l l  i n  h i s  s t a t emen t  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  
a tremendous t u n n e l  complex i n  t h i s  a r ea .  Of cou r se ,  it 
was heav i ly  mined and booby t r a p p e d ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
how many t r o o p s  he l o s t .  I do know t h a t  it was something 
t h a t  went on f o r  q u i t e  a wh i l e .  

Q The fo l lowing  day when C/1/3 moved s o u t h ,  e a s t  
of H i l l  85, do you see H i l l  85? (Sergeant  JOHNSON lookin'g 
a t  a w a l l  map i d e n t i f i e d  a s  E x h i b i t  M - 1 . )  To t h e  v i l l a g e  
of My Khe ( 3 )  and My Khe (1), and My Khe ( 2 )  down on t h e  
n o r t h  bank of t h e  r i v e r ?  Do you remember any of t h a t  
a c t i v i t y ?  

A N O ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. D o  you remember running i n t o  a booby t r a p  on 
t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of  H i l l  85  and having t o  be a i r  evac 'd?  

A. No, sir.  

10: May I have R-2? 

Q- Sergean t  JOHNSON, I have h e r e  a document which 
w e  have e n t e r e d  i n t o  evidence a s  E x h i b i t  R-2, which i s  a 
combat a c t i o n  r e p o r t  from Task Force Barker t o  t h e  1 1 t h  
Brigade,  d a t e d  28th of  March. Have you e v e r  s een  t h a t  
document? (I0 handed t h e  document t o  t h e  w i t n e s s . )  

A. Yes, s i r .  This  i s  w r i t t e n  by Colonel  BARKER, s ir .  
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Who typed  i t ?  

A. I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  who typed  it, sir.  

Q. Did you have it typed  w i t h i n  t h e  TOC? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. H i s  name w a s  BLAKELY, S p e c i a l i s t  BLAKELY, 
I b e l i e v e  was h i s  name, s i r .  

Q- You remember h i s  f i r s t  name? 

A - No, s i r ,  I do no t .  

Q You w i l l  n o t i c e  i n  t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  g iven  i n  t h i s  
r e p o r t  on Page 3 and t h e  t o p  of page 4 ,  q u i t e  a l i s t  of VC 
k i l l e d  and q u i t e  a s m a l l  number of weapons cap tu red .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  anybody d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  smal l  number 
of weapons cap tu red  a s  opposed t o  t h e  number of people  t h a t  
had been k i l l e d ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q - or t h e  f a c t  t h a t  C h a r l i e  Company w a s  r e p o r t e d  t o  
, have k i l l e d  i n  t h e  neighborhood of about  100 peop le ,  and had 

i n  t h e  area of My L a i  ( 4 )  a c t u a l l y  one man wounded? Was t h i s  
e v e r  a  t o p i c  o f  d i s c u s s i o n ?  

A. No, sir.  I never  heard  it w r i t t e n  up a s  such.  

Q. I n  your  l o g ,  i t em number 39 which i s  e n t e r e d  i n  
t h e  l o g  t h a t  C h a r l i e  Comp,any r e p o r t s  t h a t  approximately  1 0  
t o  11 women and c h i l d r e n  were k i l l e d  e i t h e r  by a r t i l l e r y  o r  
gunships .  They were n o t  i nc luded  i n  t h e  body count .  Would 
you normal ly ,  i n  an a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  such' a s  you have i n  
f r o n t  of you, would you i n c l u d e  t h e  noncombatants t h a t  were 
k i l l e d ?  

A. R e a l l y ,  I d o n ' t  recal l  how, s i r ,  b u t  I would 
t h i n k  it would be a  m a t t e r  of record .  I w a s n ' t  involved  i n  
t h i s  r e p o r t  whatsoever ,  s i r .  

Q- You n o t i c e  t h a t  t h i s  does i n d i c a t e  10 o r  11 were 
k i l l e d  and w e  have l a t e r  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  20 and p o s s i b l y  30? 
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A. Yes, sir.  

Q. We know from t h i s  of course with t h e  l o c a t i o n  
h e r e  and t h e  a c t i o n  taken t h a t  t h i s  information was fo r -
warded t o  t h e  l l t h  Brigade. Do you know of any reason why 
t h i s  information should not  have been forwarded t o  Head-
q u a r t e r s ,  t h e  Americal Divis ion? 

A. No, sir ,  I d o n ' t .  I r epor ted  s t r a i g h t  from us 
t o  t h e  l l t h  Brigade TOC. They i n  t u r n  repor ted  t h e  
information t o  t h e  Americal Divis ion .  W e  had no d i r e c t  
r epor t ing  from us t o  d i v i s i o n .  I t  always went back t o  t h e  
TOC t h e r e  and from t h e r e  back t o  t h e  Americal Divis ion .  

Q We understand t h a t .  Were you aware t h a t  t h e  
commander of t h e  l l t h  Brigade t a l k e d  t o  some of t h e s e  men 
from C/1/20 a s  they came back o u t  of t h e  opera t ion?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I was not .  

Q Referr ing  back again  t o  the  combat a c t i o n  r e p o r t  
you have, would you look back a t  t h e  f i r s t  page and look a t  
paragraph 2 ,  l i n e  one. You n o t i c e  t h e  time of t h i s  covered 
by t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. 0730 i n  t h e  morning t o  1800 t h a t  evening. Is 
t h i s  a normal s i t u a t i o n  t o  w r i t e  a r e p o r t  i n  an opera t ion  
t h a t  covers l e s s  than  t h e  opera t ion  i t s e l f ,  only cover 
t h i s  s p e c i f i c  p o r t i o n  of i t ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s ir .  Maybe Colonel BARKER was 
t o l d  t o  w r i t e  such a r e p o r t .  1 d o n ' t  know, sir .  

Q You never heard any i n s t r u c t i o n s  i s sued  concerning
t h e  r e p o r t  have you? 

A .  No, sir.  

Q Sergeant  J O H N S O N ,  you were i n  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  
headquarters  a t  LZ Dot t i e?  

A. yes ,  s i r .  
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Q Did you ever  hear  any information t h a t  came i n  
from t h e  v i l l a g e  ch ie f  from My Lai Vi l l age  o r  from t h e  hamlet 
chief o r  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  o r  
from t h e  province ch ie f  from Quang Ngai Province,  o r  any ARVN 
o r  GVN sources t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  a l a rge  number of c i v i l i a n s  
were k i l l e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai ( 4 )  on t h e  16th? 

A .  No, s i r ,  I d id  no t .  

Q - Did you ever  become aware t h a t  t h e  VC were making
propaganda about t h e  k i l l i n g  of women and c h i l d r e n  of My Lai 
( 4 )  on t h e  16 th  of March? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d id  not--I wasn ' t - -unt i l  I read  i n  t h e  
newspaper, s ir .  

Q- But you were aware of it when you were wi th  
the  task  fo rce?  

\ 

A .  No, sir. 

Q. While you were with t h e  t a s k  fo rce  and l a t e r  when 
you were down i n  t h e  11th  Brigade as  t h e  opera t ions  s e r g e a n t ,  
were you e v e r  acquainted with t h e  f a c t  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
was being made? 

A. No, s i r .  I was not .  

Q Did any of your men e v e r  t a l k  t o  you about what 
went on i n  My Lai ( 4 )  on t h e  16th of March? 

A. No, s ir .  

MR MACCRATE: Sergeant JOHNSON,  when t h e  t a s k  force  disbanded 
and you moved t o  Duc Pho you were respons ib le  f o r  t a k i n g  ce r -
t a i n  of t h e  r ecords ,  f i l e s  of t h e  t a s k  force  t o  br igade head-
quar te r s ,  were you n o t ?  

A .  Yes, s ir .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  what you t r a n s f e r r e d  a t  t h a t  time 
from LZ Dot t i e  t o  Bronco? 

A .  I r e c a l l  t h e  t a s k  fo rce  log ,  s i r ,  and, I ' m  t r y i n g  
t o  r e c a l l  any records  we might have had, very poss ib ly  it 
may have been a f i l e  copy of t h e  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t ,  I ' m  s u r e .  
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A. Y e s ,  sir. I t  is very p o s s i b l e  it could  have been.  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  But documents of t h a t  s o r t ,  you 
were c o l l e c t i n g  t o g e t h e r  t o  t a k e  over  t o  Duc Pho? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Whatever w a s  i n  headqua r t e r s  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Yes, s i r .  I ' m  s u r e  the S2 would c a r r y  t h e s e  
documents back. 

Q Where a t  Duc Pho d i d  such documents come t o  r e s t ?  

A. They would be  i n  t h e  ~ ' 3admin s e c t i o n ,  s ir .  

Q. Did you have a s a f e  a t  D o t t i e ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  a f i e l d  s a f e .  

Q And were you r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  moving t h a t  f i e l d  
s a f e  from D o t t i e  ove r  t o  Duc Pho? 

A .  Right ,  s i r .  Of c o u r s e ,  it w a s  empty p r i o r  t o  going 
t h e r e ,  I ' m  s u r e .  I was t r y i n g  t o  th ink--a  Master  Se rgean t  
B I D D I X  w a s  t h e r e  w i t h  it and he  more o r  l e s s  handled  t h e  move-
ment back t o  Duc Pho. I remained t h e r e  a couple  o f  days ,  
s i r .  When t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  broke up I remained t h e r e  f o r  a 
couple  of days  f o r  t h e  new u n i t  t h a t  w a s  coming i n  t o  s e e  i f  
t hey  had any q u e s t i o n s ,  s ir .  

1 0: Who took over  from Task Force  Barker  a t  LZ D o t t i e ?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  w a s  t h e  4/3, s i r ,  commanded by 
L ieu tenan t  Colonel  AXINS I b e l i e v e ,  sir. 

Q Sergeant  J O H N S O N ,  you were t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  ser-
gean t  of t h e  b r igade  a f t e r  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  w a s  d isbanded? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  Sergeant  Major KIRKPATRICK w a s ,  b u t  I 
d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  when he  depa r t ed .  

Q I .show you a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  d a t e d  t h e  
24th of A p r i l .  A t  t h i s  t ime you had a l r e a d y  t a k e n  o v e r ,  
according t o  your  s t a t e m e n t s ,  a s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t .  
I n  t h e  cou r se  of your  d u t i e s  d i d  you have an o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  s e e  t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  I have never  s een  it, sir.  
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Q. I would l ike- -  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  When I s a i d  t h a t  I took o v e r ,  s i r ,  
Sergeant  Major KIRKPATRICK--I  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  d a t e  he l e f t ,  
o r  when he  l e f t - - t h i s  i s  probably--I  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  
when he left--May o r  June--somewhere a long  i n  t h e r e ,  sir. 
H e  l e f t  t o  go t o  one of t h e  b a t t a l i o n s .  

Q. I n  t h e  i n t e r i m  you w e r e  t h e  a s s i s t a n t ?  

A. I w a s  t h e  a s s i s t a n t ,  sir .  Yes, s ir .  

Q .  A s  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i d  you s e e  t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

A. No, sir. I d i d  n o t .  

Q .  Who d i d  you have i n  t h e  G 3  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  
normally d i d  t h e  t yp ing  f o r  Colonel  HENDERSON? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  names, sj,r. 

Q- Did you have a La t in - type  of  i n d i v i d u a l  t h e r e ,  
Spanish,  o r  a name of t h a t  d e s c e n t ,  a t y p i s t  i n  t h e  G 3  s e c t i o n ?  

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  name t h a t  
went on emergency l e a v e  and d i d n ' t  come back.  H e  w a s - - I  
c a n ' t  remember h i s  name. 

Q .  An i n d i v i d u a l ,  who when you were t h e r e  as t h e  
deputy o p e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t ,  o r  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  o p e r a t i o n s  ser-
gean t ,  had been used t o  a  g r e a t  e x t e n t  by General  LIPSCOMB? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  of  h i s  name, I c a n ' t  
recal l  h i s  name. He d i d  go on emergency l eave  I remember. 
H i s  w i f e  had some problems t h e r e  and he d i d  n o t  r e t u r n .  

Q. About what t ime d i d  he go on emergency leave?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember of fhand ,  s i r .  I h a v e n ' t  s een  
t h i s  b e f o r e .  

COL FRANKLIN: Se rgean t  JOHNSON, how many t y p i s t s  d i d  you have 
on LZ D o t t i e ?  
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A. On LZ D o t t i e ,  s i r ,  we had one who worked du r ing  
t h e  day and one t h a t  was i n  t h e r e  du r ing  t h e  n i g h t .  

Q Did you d i r e c t l y  s u p e r v i s e  them? Anybody wanted 
something typed--did t hey  go through you? 

A. Not n e c e s s a r i l y ,  sir.  I f  Major CALHOUN o r  Colonel  
BARKER wanted something typed ,  t hey  a c t u a l l y  gave it r i g h t  t o  
them. 

Q. I f  somebody was t a k i n g  s ta tements - - the  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  were be ing  conducted--would t h a t  be p o s s i b l e  t o  be 
done wi thou t  you knowing about  i t ,  l e t ' s  say  f i v e  o r  s i x  . 

o r  e i g h t  s t a t e m e n t s  be ing  taken?  

A. I s u r e  wou ldn ' t  t h i n k - s o ,  s i r .  

Q This  Spanish speaking t y p i s t - - t h i s  q u e s t i o n  came 
up. H i s  name was--was he a Pue r to  Rican,  o r  Spanish? 

A. Yes, s i r .  Now t h i s  one w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  w a s  
never  w i t h  Task Force  Barker.  

Q .  Y e s ,  b u t  l a te r  on i n  b r i g a d e  i n  t h e  S 2  
s e c t i o n ,  he was i n  t h e  S2 s e c t i o n  w a s n ' t  he? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. But you c a n ' t  remember when he went home on emer-
gency l eave?  Was it a f t e r  you took o v e r ,  wh i l e  you were s t i l l  
an a s s i s t a n t ?  

A. I ' m  s t i l l  under t h e  impress ion  I was s t i l l  t h e  
a s s i s t a n t .  I ' m  n o t  e x a c t l y  s u r e .  

Q - So,  t h a t  would have been A p r i l  o r  e a r l y  May? 

A. I wish I knew t h e  e x a c t  d a t e  t h a t  Se rgean t  Major 
KIRKPATRICK l e f t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir.  

Q Well,  you b e t t e r  j u s t  t h i n k  about t h a t  a whi le .  
L e t  me ask you a q u e s t i o n  about  g e t t i n g  back t o  t h e  1 5 t h  of  
March. Now, the re  mus t  have been a l o t  of t a l k  around TOC, 
t h e  commander, CALHOUN, y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  going o u t  t o  t h e  u n i t s  and by r a d i o  f o r  t h e  ones  
t h a t  a r e n ' t  t h e r e ,  l i k e  C Company. D i d  you e v e r  h e a r  any-
body t a l k  about  c i v i l i a n s  i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  There  w a s  going t o  
be a problem of f i r i n g  on them, o r  h u r t i n g  them, o r  problems 
caused by t h o s e  c i v i l i a n s  be ing  t h e r e ?  
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A.  No, sir.  ' I d i d  n o t .  

Q- Did you have a problem wi th  c i v i l i a n s  i n  your
normal o p e r a t i o n s  of  Tack Force Barker--hur t ing c i v i l i a n s ,  
or c i v i l i a n s  g e t t i n g  i n  t h e  way? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  I was t r y i n g  t o  go back t o  s e e  
i f  I could  r e c a l l  any c e r t a i n  i n c i d e n t .  

Q. L e t  m e  p u t  it t h i s  way, you e v e r  r e c a l l  Colonel  
BARKER be ing  angry about  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  be ing  h u r t ,  o r  g e t -
t i n g  t h e  company commanders, t a l k i n g  t o  them and t e l l i n g  
them t o  watch o u t  f o r  h u r t i n g  c i v i l i a n s  o r  g e t t i n g  on t h e  
r a d i o  and t a l k i n g  t o  somebody. Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  
about  t h i s  a t  any t ime i n  Task Force  Barker? 

A. I ' v e  h e a r d ,  I d i d n ' t  h e a r ,  I know I ' v e  hea rd .  I 
c o u l d n ' t  s a y  o r  r e l a t e  it t o  any s p e c i f i c  i n d i v i d u a l  who he 
s a i d  it to--but  he was always concerned wi th  c i v i l i a n s ,  sir.  

Q How do you know? 

A. Well,  I know t h a t  he would run  a number o f  MEDCAPS 
i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  a r e a s ,  when c i v i l i a n s  would a c t u a l l y  g e t  wound-
ed t h e r e  and hu r t - - t he  v i l l a g e - - I  f o r g e t  t h e  name o f  it--I 
d o n ' t  know t h e  name o f  i t - - o u t s i d e  of D o t t i e  there--a l low 

, them t o  come up and t h e y ' d  be t r e a t e d  by t h e  medics t h e r e .  
H e  h a s  evacua ted  t h e  c i v i l i a n s - - I ' m  almost  p o s i t i v e  by h i s  
chopper,  sir.  

Q Y e s .  How about  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h a t  orange area 
( i n d i c a t i n g  on MAP-1) .  What d i d  you people  i n  Task Force  
Barker  t h i n k  about  them? 'About P i n k v i l l e ,  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I t  w a s  s a i d  t h a t  t h a t  w a s  VC c o n t r o l l e d  area, b u t  
I neve r  h e a r d  any th ing  r e a l l y .  I t  w a s  p o s s i b l e  VC sympa-
t h i z e r s .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing  p a r t i c u l a r  about  it, s i r .  

B. Were you e x c i t e d  about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  Se rgean t  
JOHNSON? 

A .  Yes, s i r .  I probably was. 

Q why? 
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A. Wel l ,  I--it is  j u s t  a normal tendency I guess ,  s ir .  
I c e r t a i n l y  wanted t o  do my p o r t i o n  of c a r r y i n g  t h e  l o a d  of i t ,  
make s u r e  t h e  t r o o p s  were r e s u p p l i e d  and t h i n g s  of  t h i s  n a t u r e ,  
s i r .  

Q But I mean b e f o r e ,  on t h e  n i g h t  of  15 March d i d  
you have any apprehension o r  e x p e c t a t i o n ,  you r e a l l y  thought  
t h a t  t h i s  1 6 t h  was going t o  be d i f f e r e n t  from most days? 

A. I c a n ' t  recal l  o f fhand ,  sir. 

COL FRANKLIN: I have no more q u e s t i o n s .  

A. I ' m  t h i n k i n g  on t h a t  q u e s t i o n ,  s i r .  May I t h i n k  
on i t ?  Of c o u r s e ,  I always thought  about  l o s i n g  people .  I 
t h i n k  everyone does. I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  remember what t r a n -
s p i r e d  t h e  n i g h t  of  t h e  15 th .  I r e a l l y  am. 

I0 : Where was C h a r l i e  Company i n  LZ D o t t i e  w i t h  re-
s p e c t  t o  t h e  LZ,  and wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  where t h e  TOC w a s  l o c a t e d ?  

A. I b e l i e v e ,  s i r ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  whether  t h e y  landed . 
i n  t h e  p e r i m e t e r  t h a t  n i g h t  o r  no t .  I t  seemed l i k e  t hey  w e r e  
l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  towards t h e  road ,  t h e  main highway. I ' m  
n o t  e x a c t l y  s u r e ,  s i r .  Of cou r se ,  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  how 
they  moved o u t  t o  go on t o p  of t h e  h i l l  a t  LZ D o t t i e  t o  l o a d  
up on t h e  choppers f o r  t h e  a s s a u l t .  

Q. I ' m  t h i n k i n g  about you and your  job a s  one of  t h e  
s e n i o r  noncommissioned o f f i c e r s  of  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  t h i s  i s ,  of  
t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  and moving around and t a l k i n g  t o  people .  We 
have i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  you t a l k e d  t o  some people .  One of  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  t a l k e d  t o  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he remembers 
p r e t t y  w e l l  what he t a l k e d  t o  you about .  Th i s  was--there 
can be no q u e s t i o n  about  it a s  f a r  a s  t h i s  company, t h i s  t a s k  
f o r c e  i s  concerned,  t h i s  was going t o  be q u i t e  an o p e r a t i o n .  
I t  seems t o  me t h e r e  should  have been q u i t e  a b i t  of  e x c i t e -
ment gene ra t ed  by it, s o  it would have been normal t o  have a 
degree  of concern and exc i t emen t ,  b u t  you d o n ' t  remember any-
t h i n g  about  t h i s ?  

A. I s u r e  wish I had something t o  r e f r e s h  my memory 
on t h a t ,  s i r .  

Q.  L e t  me ask you one more q u e s t i o n .  I n  your  capac-
i t y  a s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t  of Task Force  Barker  you were 
p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  Colonel  BARKER? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Now i n  t h e  month of May i f  he  needed somebody 
t o  h e l p  him t o  g e t  a r e p o r t  p repared  and typed up and s o  
f o r t h ,  would it have been normal f o r  him t o  come t o  you, 
your s e c t i o n  down t h e r e ,  t o  have you h e l p  him and g e t  t h i s  
t h i n g  a11 p u t  t o g e t h e r ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  Sergeant  Major KIRKPATRICK was t h e r e  
t hen ,  sir. 

Q- I unders tand  t h a t .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him coming t o  m e  f o r  one.  

Q- H e  neve r  sought  your a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  g e t t i n g  a 
r e p o r t  p r epa red  i n  about  mid-April o r  mid-May? What was 
h i s  job a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. He went back t o  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  I b e l i e v e  he  was 
t h e  XO, sir .  I b e l i e v e  he took over  as XO. 

Q- Yes. I 

MR MACCRATE: Did you e v e r  see him do h i s  own typ ing?  

No, s ir ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q- Did he have a t y p e w r i t e r  s o  f a r  a s  you know? 

A. No, sir,  n o t  t o  my knowledge. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it, 
s i x .  

Q. So t h a t  i f  he  wanted something typed  he would 
normally b r i n g  it t o  you f o r  typ ing?  

A. H e  would p o s s i b l y  g i v e  it d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  t o .  type .  

Q =  Did you use  3-by-5 index  c a r d s  i n  your  
TOC, o r  do you r e c a l l  i f  you had l i t t l e  index  3-by-5 
ca rds?  

A. No, sir.  

Q e  You d i d  n o t  have them? 
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A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I d i d ,  t h e r e  may have been some 
t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  u s ing  them. 

Q W e l l ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  sugges t ion  made t o  us t h a t  
Colonel  BARKER provided  some informat ion  on 3-by-5 
ca rds  o r  a c a r d  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  c a s u a l t i e s  and s o  f a r  a s  
you know such ca rds  were n o t  a v a i l a b l e  a t  headqua r t e r s?  

A. No, sir.  I never  d i d  s e e  them, I t h i n k  t h e  S2 
might have k e p t  t h i s  on t h e  c a s u a l t i e s ,  s i r ,  t h e  S2 se rgeant - -
I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  think--seems l i k e  he had a book, s i r ,  t h a t  he 
kep t .  

Q. Do you know i f  he u s e d , i n d e x  ca rds  i n  h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I t ' s  ve ry  p o s s i b l e  he could ,  s i r ,  
very  p o s s i b l e .  I t ' s  been s o  long I--

10: Se rgean t  JOHNSON, be fo re .we  recess t h i s  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  I remind you t h a t  you a r e  d i r e c t e d  t h a t  you should  n o t  
d i r e c t l y ,  o r  through o t h e r s ,  d i s c u s s  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t ,  i n -
c lud ing  subsequent  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and r e p o r t s ,  w i th  any person  
who may have been connected wi th  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  any way. 

Whis does n o t  app ly ,  of cou r se ,  i f  you a r e  r e q u i r e d  
t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  ca se  i n  ano the r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  
o r  j u d i c i a l  p roceeding  o r  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  s o  t o  do 
i n  t h e  performance of  o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s .  

Do you have any s t a t emen t s  o r  do you have any 
in format ion  which you would l i k e  t o  g i v e  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
which i n  your  judgment, w i l l  a s s i s t  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  
t h e  purpose of de te rmin ing  t h e  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  s u r -
rounding t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  t h e  My L a i  
i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I ' m  s o r r y  t h a t  I w a s n ' t  a b l e  t o  r e c a l l  eve ry th ing .  
Unfor tuna te ly  i t ' s  been s o  long.  O f  course  Se rgean t  STEPHENS 
i n  t h e  TOC,  Captain  LEWELLEN, and it was even a p o s s i b i l i t y  
of Colonel BARKER'S d r i v e r .  He may have,  you know, he may 
have s a i d  something t o  him t h a t  would never  be t o l d  t o  us--
j u s t  through a normal conve r sa t ion .  

Q- What w a s  Colonel  BARKER'S d r i v e r ' s  name? 

A. BEARDSLEE, SP4 BEARDSLEE. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  how t o  
s p e l l  it, sir.  I might ask--may I ask a q u e s t i o n ,  s i r ?  
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Q.. Y e s .  

A .  Of c o u r s e ,  l i k e  I s a y ,  I ' v e  r ead  s o  much i n  t h e  
papers and of c o u r s e ,  i t ' s  been confus ing ,  however i f  any-
t h i n g  could  come t o  my mind I f e e l .  t h a t  you,  your  committee 
should know what-- 

I 0 : ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  We would l i k e  very much t o  have you 
g e t  i n  t ouch  with-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Captain DNIIEL . 
Q. Colonel  BREEN. C a l l  d i r e c t  i n t o  Colonel  BREEN 
h e r e ,  and h e  w i l l  a r r ange  f o r  you t o  g e t  he re .  This  i n c l u d e s  
anyth ing  t h a t  you cons ide r  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  you might r e c a l l  
o r  any documents, maps, o r  any m a t e r i a l s  of  any k i n d ,  no te -
books, o r  any th ing  t h a t  might p e r t a i n  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
would be  h e l p f u l .  W e  would l i k e  you t o  g e t  i n  touch wi th  
Colonel  BREEN. 

A .  I c e r t a i n l y  w i l l ,  s i r .  

Q. W e  would very much a p p r e c i a t e  any th ing  t h a t  you 
can provide  t o  assist us .  

A. I w i l l  do e v e r y t h i n g  i n  my power, s i r ,  i f  I t h i n k  
of any th ing .  I t  may n o t  seem l i k e  much t o  m e .  Maybe it 
w i l l  f i l l  i n  a gap. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know how impor t an t  some-
t h i n g  i s .  Something b o t h e r s  me i f  I d o n ' t  remerber  anymore-- 
t h i s  i s  what b o t h e r s  me. I ' m  s u r e  t h i n g s  a r e  going t o ,  maybe, 
s ta r t  coming back. I j u s t  d o n ' t  know, s i r .  

Q. Well ,  i f  t hey  ' s t a r t  coming back w e  want t o  know 
about  it. 

A. You w i l l ,  s i r ,  and no one e l s e ,  no one e l s e .  I 
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  cou r t e sy  t h a t  have been shown m e ,  s i r .  Of 
cou r se ,  you know when somebody t e l l s  you y o u ' r e  going sone-
where f i r s t  t h i n g  you do, you g e t  k ind  of shook up, b u t  I 
have f e l t  a t  ease. 

Q We a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t ,  what w e  have been a t t empt ing  
t o  do i s  t o  have you a t  e a s e  s o  t h a t  you can f e e l  f r e e  t o  
t a l k  and t e l l  anyth ing  t h a t  you know. 

A .  I ' m  s u r e  when you've completed t h e  f a c t s  t h a t  you 
w i l l  know. I j u s t  wish that--what h u r t s  m e  t h a t  people  have 
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gone t o  o t h e r  t han  t h e  p rope r  channe ls  t o  make s t a t emen t s .  
Had they  gone through t h e  r i g h t  channe ls  w e  would have pre-  
vented a  l o t  of t h i s  unnecessary ha rdsh ips  be ing  p l aced  on 
t roops--unnecessary p u b l i c i t y .  A t  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  s i r ,  I have 
no th ing  o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t .  

I0 : T h i s  h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess f o r  about  10 o r  
15 minutes.  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t ' 1 5 5 9  hour s ,  1 8  December 
1969. ) 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1505 hour s ,  9 February 
1970.) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR West, 
MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL FRANKLIN, LTC BAUER, and 
MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c a l l s  M r .  Will iam J. JOHNSON. 

(MR JOHNSON was r e c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s  
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows : )  

RCDR : M r .  JOHNSON, I remind you t h a t  you remain under 
o a t h ,  b e f o r e  t h i s  hea r ing .  

MR WEST: I ' m  Bland WEST, M r .  JOHNSON. I wasn' t p r e s e n t  
when you appeared b e f o r e  u s ,  b e f o r e .  I t h i n k  perhaps  you 've  
been adv i sed  i n f o r m a l l y ,  s i n c e  your appearance h e r e ,  t h a t  . 
we've qone through a q r e a t  many w i t n e s s e s .  We've l e a r n e d  
a g r e a t  d e a l ,  about  what went on du r ing  t h e  Son My opera- 
t i o n ,  and a f t e rwards .  We've t a l k e d  t o  a l l  t h e  people  who 
were w i t h  you i n  t h e  Task Force  Barker ,  TOC, and whom you 
worked w i t h  a t  Task Force  Barker.  We d o n ' t  propose t o  t a k e  
you back th rough  your p r i o r  t es t imony,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  a few 
p o i n t s  t h a t  we'd l i k e  t o  touch upon wi th  you. There a r e  
s u b s t a n t i a l  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  i n  t h e  ev idence .  So we w i l l  be 
touching  on c e r t a i n  p o i n t s .  The f i r s t  t h i n g  I want t o  men- 
t i o n  i s  t h e  b r i e f i n g  of t h e  company commanders by Colonel  
BARKER on t h e  1 5 t h ,  t h e  day b e f o r e  t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n  
began. T h e r e ' s  a c o n f l i c t  i n  t h e  ev idence  as t o  whether 
you were p r e s e n t  a t  t h a t  b r i e f i n g .  Captain  KOTOUC says  
t h a t  you were. Could you g i v e  us your  r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember be ing  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  
b r i e f i n g .  I c e r t a i n l y  don' t. 
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Q- I t  took p l a c e  i n  a b r i e f i n g  t e n t  o u t  i n  t h e  TOC,  
and t h e r e  w e r e  q u i t e  a few people  t h e r e .  Colonel  HENDERSON w a s  
t h e r e ,  and he s t a r t e d  t h e  b a l l  o f f ;  Major CALHOUN, Colonel  
Barker ,  and L i e u t e n a n t  KOTOUC w e r e  t h e r e ,  t h e  company commander, 
Captain  GAMBLE. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t .  I c e r t a i n l y  do n o t .  I presume th i  
b r i e f i n g  took  p l a c e  i n  t h e  van? 

Q. No, w e ' r e  t o l d  it took p l a c e  i n  a t e n t ,  a b r i e f i n g  
t e n t  o u t s i d e .  You would remember whether t h e r e  w a s  a b r i e f i n g  
t e n t  t h e r e ,  wouldn ' t  you? 

A. No, n o t  as such,  sir.  ,The re  w a s  a t e n t  t h e r e ,  b u t  
it was f o r  t h e  purpose of i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  i f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken.  

Q We were adv i sed  t h a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  took p l a c e  t h e r e .  
I t  may have been because t h e r e  w e r e  t o o  many t o  be  i n  Colonel  
BARKER' s van. 

A. I d e f i n i t e l y  r e c a l l  -- I ' m  a lmost  p o s i t i v e  I w a s n ' t  
t h e r e ,  sir. 

Q. W e l l ,  perhaps  Capta in  KOTOUC was mis taken ,  t hen .  

A. I f e e l  s u r e  I would remember t h a t ,  a t  least .  

Q Now I d i r e c t  your  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  morning t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  began,  on 16 March 1968. Can you t e l l  us who w a s  
t h e r e  i n  t h e  TOC, a s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  began? 

A. W e l l  I w a s  t h e r e ,  s i r ,  Major CALHOUN, Se rgean t  
STEPHENS, I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  s e r g e a n t ' s  name, b u t  
I ' m  s u r e  he  was t h e r z .  

Q. W e  d o n ' t  know him. H e  worked f o r  Capta in  VAZQUEZ? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  he worked f o r  Capta in  VAZQUEZ, and I ' m  
n o t  s u r e  whether Capta in  LEWELLEN was t h e r e  a t  0730  o r  n o t .  He 
very p o s s i b l y  could  have been. 
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Q * .  W e  were t o l d  he was t h e r e ,  and h e  w a s  making a t a p e  
record ing .  

A. Y e s ,  I knew he had t h e  t a p e s  h e r e ,  b u t  I 'rn n o t  s u r e  
p r e c i s e l y  where he  w a s  a t  0730.  And p o s s i b l y  t h e  c l e r k ,  BLAKELEY. 

Q Your c l e r k ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q How do you s p e l l  t h a t ?  

A. B-L-A-K-E-L-E-Y. 

Q = Do you know h i s  f i r s t  name? 

A. N o ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t .  

Q Did he  have a nickname? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge. 

Q Who w a s  o u t  i n  t h e  Cha r l i e -Cha r l i e  s h i p  w i t h  Colonel  
BARKER? 

A. I b e l i e v e  Capta in  VAZQUEZ was w i t h  him. 

Q- Y e s .  

A. Pos s ib ly  a cornrno o f f i c e r ,  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  h i s  name--

8 Lieu tenan t  WATKINS? 

A. Lieu tenan t  WATKINS . 
Q. You' re s u r e ?  

A. I t  seems l i k e  he w a s  w i t h  him. 

Q- How about  HALL? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  whether  HALL was w i t h  him a t  t h a t  p o i n t  
o r  n o t ,  s ir ,  
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(I0 e n t e r s  t h e  hear ing  room.) 

a .  Did you have any r a d i o  opera to r s  i n  t h e  TOC with you? 

A. Myself, and Major CALHOUN. 

Q. You a c t u a l l y  d i d n ' t  have any r a d i o  opera to r s .  You an 
Major CALHOUN monitored t h e  r ad ios?  I 

Sergeant STEPHENS he lped ,  sir.  

Q. STEPHENS helped. I 
A. Of course Captain LEWELLEN was monitoring, too.  I 
Q. A l l  r i g h t .  There were s e v e r a l  s i g n i f i c a n t  t ransmis 
t h a t  came i n  t h a t  morning, M r .  J O H N S O N ,  t h a t  we know about.  W 
l i k e  t o  g e t  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  of them. For example, around 08 
i n  t h e  morning, t h e r e  was a c a l l  over from Bravo Company, of t 
123d Aviation B a t t a l i o n ,  t h e i r  opera t ions  van. They had heard 
a  message over t h e  air-ground n e t  t h a t  Shark gunships were mak 
a gunrun on c i v i l i a n s .  S p e c i a l i s t  KUBERT, who was a c t i n g  a s  
opera t ions  NCO, e i t h e r  he o r  Captain MOE c a l l e d  over  and repor  
t h i s  t o  your TOC. Do you r e c a l l  r ece iv ing  t h i s  information? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a  te lephone c a l l .  I ' m  n o t  saying i t  
no t  happen. It very poss ib ly  could have happened. I hones t ly  
d o n ' t  know. I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e ,  bu t  it poss ib ly  could happe 

Q This  would have been around 0830 i n  t h e  morning. D 
Major CALHOUN mention t h i s  t o  you? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  s i r ,  I j u s t  d o n ' t  
remember. 

I 

Q. Anything you r e c a l l  of t h i s  could be very h e l p f u l .  

A. Yes, sir. I ' v e  been s i t t i n g  downstairs f o r  about 2 
hours s tudying ,  and I was t o l d  -- w e l l ,  t h i s  is  probably o l d  s 
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he re  -- t o  b r i n g  anyth ing  I had t h a t  p e r t a i n e d  t o  t h e  My ~ a i  i
i n c i d e n t .  So t h i s  i s  what I have. 

Q - I n o t i c e  you have a  notebook wi th  you. Were you making 
Inotes  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  o r  were t h o s e  n o t e s  made r e c e n t l y ?  ~I 

A. I w a s  t a k i n g  t h e s e  down a t  t h e  -- w e l l ,  I ' v e  been making I 

a couple h e r e .  I was a l i t t l e  concerned about  what happened t o  me 
a f t e r  t h e  Task Force  broke up, and j u s t  l i k e  -- I went i n t o  t h e  
h o s p i t a l  a f t e r  t h a t .  And t h e n ,  I g o t  o u t  a f t e r  f o u r  o r  f i v e  days .  
I had an i n f e c t i o n  i n  t h e  b i g  t o e  of my r i g h t  f o o t ,  I b e l i e v e  it 
was. And t h e n ,  I was involved  i n  going back and f o r t h  between -- t o  
g e t  a r o o t  c a n a l  removed. Th i s  was t h e  on ly  p l a c e  I could g e t  t h i s  
done. And t h e n ,  I was a l s o  involved  w i t h  in -count ry  t r a i n i n g  w i t h  
t h e  4 / 2 1 ,  which would t a k e  m e  away f o r  a  p e r i o d  of t i m e .  I d o n ' t  
have t h e  s p e c i f i c  d a t e s .  These a r e  n o t e s  I made. 

Q. And do you have any n o t e s  t h e r e  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  16 March 
196 8? 

A. W e l l ,  I was down l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  t a p e ,  s i r ,  and of 
course t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel  MAHAFFEY. W e  g o t  i nvo lved  i n  t r y i n g  
t o  p l a c e  t h e  t i m e  f rames,  t h e  p o s s i b l e  t ime frames.  What's 
bo ther ing  me i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  on t h e  t a p e  w e  d i d  p i c k  up 84 
c a s u a l t i e s  by Colonel  BARKER. 

Q- T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

A. And t h e n  we had a 69 r e p o r t ,  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  and 
gunships ,  and b e f o r e  t h a t  w e  had a t o t a l  of  15. This  amounted t o  
seven by gunsh ips ,  and I f o r g e t  e x a c t l y  how t h e  o t h e r  was. 

Q- We r e c e i v e d  two r e p o r t s  from C h a r l i e  Company. The f i r s t  
was a  r e p o r t  of one k i l l e d ,  t h a t  came i n  a t  0735. Another w a s  a 
r e p o r t  of 1 4 ,  which came i n  a t  0758, accord ing  t o  Task Force  Barker 
log.  There w e r e  s i x  k i l l s  r e p o r t e d  by Sharks .  

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q- F i f t e e n  by C h a r l i e  Company, and t h e n  t h e  nex t  t h i n g  on it 
i s  Colonel  BARKER'S remark on t h e  t a p e ,  about  8 4 .  Apparent ly  
he w a s  t a l k i n g  t o  Capta in  MEDINA. 

APP T-27 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY .?. 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. Apparent ly  SO,  sir .  What I was t r y i n g  t o  g e t  i n  my 
mind was t h a t  he was coming i n t o  t h e  TOC,  o r  somebody, t o  b r i n g  
m e  up t o  d a t e .  

Q - T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  What d i d  he s ay  t h e r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  I ' m  no< s u r e  he t a l k e d  t o  me. Th i s  i s  what I ' m  
t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  o u t .  

Q We're i n t e r e s t e d  i n  how t h i s  f i g u r e  69 came i n t o  be ing ,  
because t h i s  i s  something -- now t h i s  i s  p a r t  of your  job. W e  
f i g u r e  i f  anybody knows, you do. 

A. Right .  Well ,  I ' v e  t r i e d , - - worked w i t h  Colonel  
MAHAFFEY -- and t u r n e d  t h i s  f i g u r e  ove r  i n  my mind, and t r i e d  t o  
f i g u r e  o u t  e x a c t l y  what took p l a c e  t h e r e .  Th i s  i s  very  p o s s i b l e ,  
t h a t  Colonel  BARKER came i n  and gave us t h e  8 4  count .  W e  cou ld  
have p o s s i b l y  gone back t o  C Company and s a i d ,  "Does t h i s  i n c l u d e  
t h e  1 5  o r  s o  t h a t  you 've  a l r e a d y  recorded?"  

Q - If t h e y  s a i d  yes ,  t h a t  would make t h e  69?  

A. Would make it 69, b u t  somewhere i n  my mind, s i r ,  it 
s t i c k s  t h a t  -- I d o n ' t  know, i t ' s  n o t  c l e a r  -- b u t  it seems t o  
me, t h a t  t h e  69 was r e p o r t e d  by C Company. 

Q - Did you communicate d i r e c t  w i t h  C h a r l i e  Company on ' 

t h a t ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I ' m  s u r e  w e  d i d .  I know w e  c a l l e d  a d u s t o f f  
i n  Bravo Company, and I ' m  a lmost  p o s i t i v e  -- even t h a t  w e  had 
r e l a y  s t a t i o n s  t o  t a k e  c a r e  of --

Q. (1nterpos.i.ng) You had a problem w i t h  t h e  h i l l  m a s s ,  
d i d n ' t  you, between D o t t i e  and t h e  Son My a r e a ?  Down t h e r e  where 
t hey  were? I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  one reason  you had t h e  r e l a y  a t  Uptight 

A. We had a r e l a y  t h e r e .  We had a r e l a y  a t  Up t igh t .  Andl 
of cou r se ,  you c o u l d n ' t  communicate on t h e  ground,  you could  go 
through t h e  r e l a y  s t a t i o n ;  b u t  somehow o r  ano the r  my mind s a y s  
t h a t  t h e  69 f i g u r e  was r e p o r t e d  by C h a r l i e  Company. There ,  again1 
i s  ano the r  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  --
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Q *  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  t h e  r e c o r d  d o e s n ' t  seem t o  suppor t  
it. I t  seems t o  have come o u t  of conve r sa t ion  t h a t  you had w i t h  
co lone l  BARKER, when he  g o t  back. 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  b u t  he s a y s  " h e ' s  coming 
i n t o  t h e  TOC t o  b r i n g  us up t o  d a t e , "  and I ' d  a lmost  say t h a t ' s  
what happened. H e  came i n ,  b rought  us  up t o  d a t e .  

Q. But you j u s t  c a n ' t  remember? 

A. I ' v e  t r i e d  e v e r y t h i n g  I can t o  remember about  it. I 
wish I could  j u s t  --

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Who was t h e r e  i n  t h e  TOC wi th  you when 
he came i n ?  T h i s  would have been j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  a f t e r  0830, 
because he w a s  i n  t h e  a i r  a t  0830. " I 'm  coming i n , "  he  t o l d  you. 
"1 '11  s t o p  down i n  t h e  TOC and b r i n g  you up t o  d a t e . "  And you 
s a i d ,  "This  i s  65; roger .  I ' l l  have a v e h i c l e  o u t  t o  meet you." 

A. R igh t ,  s i r ,  I had a v e h i c l e ;  it d i d  p i c k  him up. I t  
was a very s h o r t  ways up t h e r e .  

Q- Maybe it was 10 minutes  l a t e r .  

A. W e l l ,  i t ' s  n o t  d e f i n i t e .  I wish I cou ld  r e c a l l  who was 
i n  t h e r e .  Of c o u r s e ,  I ' m  s u r e  Major CALHOUN was s t i l l  t h e r e .  I ' m  
t r y i n g  t o  p i n p o i n t  t h e  t ime t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON p o s s i b l y  could  
have been t h e r e .  

Q. H e  came i n  about  0930, t h a t  was 50 minutes  l a t e r .  

A. Tha t  w a s  l a t e r .  

Q. Colone l  BARKER was i n  t h e r e  about  15 minutes .  H e  took  
off  aga in  a t  0855. H e  went up t o  t h e  d u s t o f f  a t  Bravo Company's 
area .  H e  was i n  t h e r e  about  15 minutes .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. I ' m  s u r e  Sergeant  STEPHENS was t h e r e ,  and I was t h e r e .  

Q .  W e l l ,  more impor t an t  i s ,  what happened? You're i n  t h e  
middle o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  and h e ' s  r e t u r n e d  from be ing  i n  t h e  middle 
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of t h e  a rea .  Among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  he comes back i n ,  I th ink  
t h a t ' s  something you'd remember v i v i d l y .  

A. I should.  I agree  wi th  you 100 p e r c e n t ,  b u t  hon-
e s t l y  I ' d  be guessing i f  I t o l d  you t h a t  such-and-such a t h i n g  
happened. I d o n ' t  remember. 

10. Do you remember anything about t h a t  f i g u r e  84? 

A. This  i s  what we were d i scuss ing  downsta i rs ,  t h a t ' s  
what 's  bother ing  m e .  I d o n ' t  know whether C Company was g iv ing  
me t h e  t o t a l  of 84 t o  inc lude  anything t h a t  they had a l ready 
reported.  

Q Well, l e t ' s  draw t h i s  o u t  a l i t t l e  b i t  f u r t h e r .  You 
t a k e  t h e  f i g u r e  84, and you t a k e  o f f  t h e  1 and t h e  1 4 ;  t h a t  
leaves  you with 69, d o e s n ' t  i t ?  

A. 6 9 ,  yes, sir. 

Q And it was en te red  i n  t h e  log  a t  t h a t  t i m e  a s  69 
VC KIA? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Do you remember any d i scuss ion  with Sergeant  GERBER-' 
D I N G  o r  KIRKPATRICK concerning t h e s e  69 and how they g o t  k i l l e d  
by a r t i l l e r y ,  and a l l  t h a t ?  I understand t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  q u i t e  
a b i t  of d i scuss ion .  

A. I ' m  s u r e  t h e r e  w a s  a l o t  of guesses a t  t h e  th ing .  

Q When you ggt a r e p o r t  l i k e  t h i s ,  whether it came from 
TOC o r  whether Colonel BARKER brought it i n ,  I understand it was 
t h e  s u b j e c t  of a s p o t  r e p o r t  t o  br igade? 

A. yes ,  sir.  

Q.  D i d  you make such a r e p o r t  of t h i s  i n s t a n c e ?  

A. Well, I d o n ' t  remember whether I made it, o r  someone 
from t h e  TOC came i n  and made it. Sergeant  STEPHENS might have, 
sir.  I c e r t a i n l y  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  who made t h e  r e p o r t .  
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Q- Well ,  l e t  m e  show you t h e  l o g  e n t r y .  Now t h i s  i s  
your l o g  of  Task Force  Barker ( E x h i b i t  M - 1 4 ) .  You probably 
looked a t  t h i s  e n t r y  t h e  l a s t  t ime you were he re :  I t e m  22  a t  
0840, which i s  about t h e  t i m e  -- maybe a few minutes  a f t e r  --
Colonel  BARKER g o t  back. Not ice  what it says  t h e r e .  C h a r l i e  
Company's coun t  of  69  VC K I A  and some c o o r d i n a t e s .  Those 
coo rd ina t e s  are smack i n s i d e  of  t h e  hamlet  of My L a i  ( 4 ) .  
Do you remember r e c e i v i n g  any in fo rma t ion  on t h e  c o o r d i n a t e s ,  
and p l a c i n g  i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  f o r  s u r e ,  whether t h e s e  c o o r d i n a t e s  
were g iven  by o u r  C h a r l i e  Company commander. 

Q - Why do you say  t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  I would t h i n k  t h a t  he would be  t h e  one t o  do 
t h e  r e p o r t i n g  o f  t h e  R I A .  Th is  i s  something I wish I could  c l e a r  
up i n  my own mind, how he a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  f i g u r e  o f  6 9 .  

Q. Well ,  i f  Colonel  BARKER brought  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  back,  69  VC 
were K I A  i n  t h e  hamlet  t h e r e ,  t h a t  wouldn ' t  pose  any d i f f i c u l t y ,  
would i t ?  I t  would j u s t  make t h e  e n t r y  t h e  way it was. Do you 
remember any d i s c u s s i o n  a t  a l l  when t h a t  e n t r y  w a s  made i n  t h e  

a log?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t .  

Q.  Do you remember any d i s c u s s i o n  of  t h i s  when Colonel  
HENDERSON came i n t o  t h e  TOC? 

A. D e f i n i t e l y ,  I d o n ' t  recal l  t h a t .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  some 
went on. I ' m  s u r e  it d i d .  P o i n t i n g  a t  s p e c i f i c  t h i n g s ,  I d o n ' t  
remember t r y i n g  t o  p o i n t  o u t  j u s t  q u i t e  a --
10. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I f i n d  t h i s  r e a l  amazing, M r .  JOHNSON, 
because i f  t h e r e ' s  anybody i n  t h a t  Task Force Barker  headqua r t e r s  
t h a t  w a s  w e l l - l i k e d  and we l l - r e spec t ed ,  and knew what was going on 
it.was Master  Se rgean t  JOHNSON. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q 'And  we've t a l k e d  t o  a l l  t h e s e  peop le .  We've d i s -
cussed  t h i s  w i th  STEPHENS, and STEPHENS has  a p r e t t y  good 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  what went on. VAZQUEZ knows a l i t t l e  b i t  about  
what went on. Some of  t h e s e  o t h e r  people  know what went on,  b u t  
you d o n ' t  remember a t h i n g .  

A .  W e l l ,  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g i v e  you e v e r y t h i n g  I know, s ir .  
I have no th ing  t o  ho ld  back,  any th ing ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  l i k e  t o ,  you 
know, guess a t  anything.  

Q Well ,  you were ,  a s  I say , '  w e l l  thought  o f  and a w e l l  
r e s p e c t e d  noncommissioned o f f i c e r .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I w a s  w e l l  thought  of  t h e r e .  I r e a l i z e  
t h i s ,  and it seems l i k e  I would have remembered some t h i n g s ,  b u t  
t r u t h f  u l l y  --

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d o n ' t  s e e  how you could  m i s s  them, 
t o  be very  hones t  w i t h  you, because t h i s  i s  t h e  b i g g e s t  o p e r a t i o n  
t h a t  n o t  on ly  Task Force  Barker ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  b r i g a d e  had 
been i n ,  and i t ' s  j u s t  unbe l i evab le  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  it. 

A .  I 'm hones t  w i t h  myse l f ,  s i r ,  t h a t  I was t o  hold  no th in  
back from you o r  no one.  I f e e l  t h a t  I owe it t o  my  honor,  t o  my 
own count ry  t o  say any th ing  about  t h i s  t h a t  I know. 

MR WEST: M r .  JOHNSON, l e t  m e  show you E x h i b i t  M-46. I have i t  
t u r n e d  t o  t h e  l l t h  Brigade l o g  f o r  16 March 1968. I f  y o u ' l l  
look a t  e n t r y  53, t h i s  a l s o  concerns  t h e  69 K I A .  You w i l l  n o t i c e  
t h e r e  t h a t ,  u n l i k e  t h e  e n t r y  i n  t h e  Task Force  Barker  l o g  which y 
j u s t  looked a t ,  t h i s  a t t r i b u t e s  t h e  6 9  KIA t o  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  
and you w i l l  n o t i c e  a l s o  t h a t  t h e  c o o r d i n a t e s  a r e  d i f f e r e n t .  For 
your  i n fo rma t ion ,  t h o s e  c o o r d i n a t e s  p l a c e  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  
as f a l l i n g  about  h a l f  a c l i c k  n o r t h  of My L a i  ( 4 ) .  You w i l l  also 
n o t i c e  t h e  t ime d i f f e r e n c e .  The e n t r i e s  were made a t  0840 i n  the  
Task Force Barker l o g  and a t  0935, about 55 minutes  l a t e r ,  i n  the  
l l t h  Brigade log .  Now, something happened i n  between t h a t  t i m e  
and t h i s  is  what w e  want t o  know about .  

A .  Q u i t e  a b i t  o f  t ime  l a p s e d ,  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know where 
I t  seemed l i k e  we g o t  t h i s  one,  and we d i d  n o t i f y  b r igade  a coup1 
minutes l a t e r .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e  wai ted  around,  u n l e s s  t h e  tele-
phone l i n e  w a s  busy. 
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Q= You d o n ' t  say--you r e c a l l  making t h i s  s p o t  r e p o r t  
yourse l f?  

A. No, sir. I don ' t .  

Q. Do you remember t a l k i n g  t o  Sergeant KIRKPATRICK about 
i t ?  

A. I ' m  su re  I t a l k e d  t o  him sometime dur ing  t h e  day, 
about it. I ' m  su re  I d i d .  

Q. Now what makes you s o  s u r e ?  You. j u s t  s a i d  you didn 't 
make a  s p o t  r e p o r t  on it. 

A. I ' m  n o t  su re  i f  I made a s p o t  r e p o r t ,  b u t  we t a l k e d  
back and f o r t h  on communications, over t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  b u t  why 
t h e  coordina tes  a r e  d i f f e r e n t ,  I don1t know s ir ,  

Q. Now those  coordina tes  a r e  h a l f  a  c l i c k  nor th  of 
My Lai ( 4 ) ,  and t h e r e  w a s n ' t  any a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  i n  t h e  a rea .  
The only a r t i l l e r y -  f i r e  t h e r e  a l l  day long,  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  was 
the  prep which landed on t h e  v i l l a g e .  There ' s  no ques t ion  
about t h i s .  We have photographs showing t h a t  they  were f i r i n g  
on t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. Unless t h e  coordinates  was copied down wrong, a t  
brigade. 

Q. Poss ib ly .  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  t h a t  could be ,  bu t  I s u r e l y  d o n ' t  
know why t h e r e ' s  a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  t ime. 

Q. Colonel BARKER came i n  a l i t t l e  a f t e r  0830, and 
he l e f t  about 1 5  minutes l a t e r ,  and he p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  
dustof f a t  Bravo company. They dropped him o f f  a t  ~ o t t i e  
and took t h e i r  wounded on, s o  he was back i n  t h e  TOC very 
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  0900 and remained t h e r e  f o r  sometime. And 
you had a . s e r i e s  of v i s i t o r s  t h a t  day. Colonel HENDERSON 
came i n ,  and with him was Major MCKNIGHT,  Colonel LUPER, 
Colonel MACLACHLAN, t h e  ALO. Captain VAZQUEZ was back by 
t h a t  t ime.  He dropped of f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  a f t e r  t h e  dust-  
o f f .  Now do you remember t h a t  congregation i n  t h e  TOC? 
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A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. I wish you 'd  d e s c r i b e  j u s t  what went o n ,  and what 
you r e c a l l  of  t h e  conve r sa t ion  t h a t  took p l a c e .  This  i s  a 
g a t h e r i n g  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  which was be ing  p r e t t y  
s u c c e s s f u l  a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  

A. A l o t  o f  peop le ,  I ' m  s u r e ,  were i n  t h e r e ,  l i k e  I 
mentioned b e f o r e ,  t h e r e  w a s  a l o t  o f  n o i s e  i n s i d e  t h e  TOC, and 
I do remember someone mentioning something,  a b o u t . i n n o c e n t  
c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  who it w a s .  I 
thought  it w a s  Major WATKE. 

Q.  Now, j u s t  w a i t  a minute.  W e  h a v e n ' t  g o t  Major 
WATKE t h e r e .  There w e r e  a l o t  o f  people  t h e r e ,  b u t  n o t  
Major WATKE. Remember now, t h i s  i s  i n  t h e  morning. This  
i s  b e f o r e  1 0  o ' c l o c k .  

A. General  KOSTER came i n  a l s o .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
e x a c t l y  what t ime.  I d o n ' t  know whether he was t h e r e  a t  
t h i s  t i m e .  

Q L e t ' s  g e t  t o  t h a t  i n  a minute.  L e t ' s  focus  on 
some of t h e  o t h e r  people  t h a t  were t h e r e .  Major CALHOUN 
was t h e r e ,  o f  course .  Colonel  HENDERSON, Colonel  LUPER, 
Major MCKNIGHT,  Colonel  MACLACHLAN. There were s e v e r a l  
d i s c u s s i o n s  t h a t  took  p l a c e .  You say  a t  t h i s  t ime you 
remember some d i s c u s s i o n  about innocent  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. Not a t  t h i s  t ime.  I was t h i n k i n g  Major WATKE 
might have been t h e r e ,  a t  t h a t , t i m e ,  s i r .  

Q .  We want t o  know what happened a t  t h i s  t ime.  

A. Wel l ,  I r e c a l l  t h a t  Colonel  BARKER would b r i e f  
them, on t h e  maps. This  w a s  away from t h e  r a d i o s .  

Q W e l l ,  remember t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON has  been 
o u t  t h e r e  c i r c l i n g  o v e r  My La i  ( 4 )  a t  t h e  same t ime a s  Colonel  
BARKER. They would have some things t o  t a l k  about .  They 
d i d n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  have t o  be b r i e f e d ,  about what went on.  
There were o t h e r  t h i n g s  t o  t a l k  about .  There was t h e  69 
K I A ,  and r e p o r t s  of  c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d  which they  t a l k e d  
about .  Before  they a r r i v e d ,  do you remember Colonel  
HENDERSON coming on t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  n e t  and g i v i n g  an o r d e r .  
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"I d o n ' t  want any unnecessary k i l l i n g  done." This 
was about 9 o 'c lock .  This was be fo re  he came back. You were 
monitor ing t h i s .  You must have heard t h e  t ransmission.  

A. I t  seems l i k e  I heard it. I t  seemed it might have 
come over .  

Q* Now, d i d  you hear  i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  want t o  guess a t  something I ' m  not  s u r e  o f .  

Q- I d o n ' t  want you t o  e i t h e r ,  t h i s  is  a very vague 
way t o  answer. Now d id  you hea r  it o r  not? This  is  something 
t h a t  happened about 9 o 'c lock .  

A. S i r ,  I c a n ' t  hones t ly  say t h a t  I remember it. 

Q Do you see  what I mean when I say t h e r e  w a s  some-
th ing  f o r  them t o  d i s c u s s ,  when they got  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  TOC? 

Yes, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q. The problem of t h e  k i l l i n g s ,  t h e  problem of t h e  
body count. I wish you would t r y  your b e s t  now, t o  remember 
what was s a i d ,  what t h e  s u b j e c t  of d i scuss ion  was. This i s  
a very s e r i o u s  bus iness .  They c e r t a i n l y  would have had some 
discuss ion .  a t  t h a t  time. 

A. I ' m  s u r e  it went on. I ' m  s u r e  they had a d i s -
cussion,  b u t  a s  f a r  a s  hear ing  it, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. I 
c e r t a i n l y  d o n ' t  sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  the people i n  t h e  TOC? 

A. I remember Colonel HENDERSON, Major MCKNIGHT, Colonel 
LUPER, and a l l  of them. I ' m  s u r e  you've heard they  were with 
them. 

Q =  Who was t a l k i n g  t o  whom? CALHOUN was the re?  

' A. . I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  who was who, who was doing t h e  
t a lk ing .  

Q. Well, was anybody t a l k i n g ,  o r  j u s t  s tanding  around? 
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A. Well, I ' m  s u r e  they were t a l k i n g .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
they  were s tanding  around. 

Q Did anybody ask you any ques t ions?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, s i r .  

Q. Nobody t a l k e d  t o  you about t h e  body count? 

A. Very poss ib ly ,  they could have come and got  it 
from me, something of t h i s  na tu re  s i r ,  I ' d  come back and g ive  
it t o  them. I c a n ' t  p i n  it down t o  s p e c i f i c  conversa t ion .  

MR MACCRATE: M r .  JOHNSON, was c a p t a i n  KOTOUC i n  t h e  TOC 
t h a t  morning, o r  was he o u t  with Colonel BARKER? 

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him being i n  t h e  TOC, s ir .  He 
very poss ib ly  could have been, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him being 
t h e r e .  

Q Do you know i f  he was o u t  with Colonel BARKER? 
Did you s e e  him come back, when Colonel BARKER came back? 

A. No, s ir .  To s p e c i f i c a l l y  say where he was, I ' d  
be guessing,  sir.  

LTC BAUER: M r .  JOHNSON,  t h e  journal  i s  your baby, a s  t h e  
O P 1 s  Sergeant ,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q .  You kind of look a f t e r  t h a t ,  a s  your domain. I t ' s  
one of t h e  t h i n g s  you ' r e  r e spons ib le  f o r .  Who would be t h e  
c l e r k s  t h a t  would be author ized  t o  make e n t r i e s  i n  i t ?  

A. We had t h e  TOC c l e r k ,  sir.  

Q Did he j u s t  make any e n t r y  he heard? 

A. Not unless  it was a w r i t t e n  en t ry  by h imse l f ,  Major 
CALHOUN, Sergeant STEPHENS, Colonel BARKER, o r  someone of t h a t  
na tu re ,  sir.  
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Q These would be t h e  only people author ized  t o  make 
t h i s  en t ry?  

A. Right.  

0. Now on t h a t  s p e c i f i c  e n t r y  of 69, t h e  f i r s t  one t h e r e  
i n  Exh ib i t  M - 1 4 ,  you w i l l  n o t i c e  t h e  coordina tes  a r e  not  t h e  same 
a s  t h e  coordina tes  on Item 1 4 ,  p revious ly  repor ted  by C Company 
a t  t h e  same loca t ion .  

A.  Which one i s  t h a t ,  s i r ,  t h e  69? 

Q Number 1 4  back t h e r e .  

A.  Yes, s ir .  

Q. Now do you t h i n k  t h a t  one of t h e  people would 
have en te red  t h a t ?  Would it be yourse l f  o r  Sergeant  STEPHENS, 
Major CALHOUN, o r  Colonel BARKER? Would you assume t h i s  69 
occurred a t  t h e  same p lace?  

A .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so ,  s ir .  

Q Nei ther  do I. 

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  I never assumed--
we l l  we would always ask f o r  coord ina tes ,  s ir .  

Q. Somebody would have t o  g ive  you those coordina tes .  

A. Yes, sir.  

a - The same t h i n g ,  i f  someone would have t o  change it 
l a t e r  on. They j u s t  wouldn ' t  a c c i d e n t a l l y  p u t  those  numbers 
i n .  

A. I d o n ' t  s e e  how it could be changed, s i r ,  unless  
it was taken out .  

Q. You have no knowledge of t h i s ?  

A. No, sir.  I do not .  I n  f a c t  I d i d n ' t  even know it had 
been entered .  
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MR WEST: A l l  r i g h t ,  M r .  JOHNSON, l e t ' s  move t o  t h e  a r r i v a l  
of General KOSTER. You t o l d  us when you w e r e  he re  l a s t  t i m e  
t h a t  Colonel BARKER b r i e f e d  General KOSTER. Could you t e l l  
us about t h i s ,  p lease?  

A. W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  a normal t h i n g  f o r  Colonel BARKER 
t o  do, sir.  When t h e  General o r  Colonel HENDERSON a r r i v e d ,  
they b r i e f e d  him, b r ing ing  him up t o  d a t e  on t h e  opera t ion .  

Q You used t h e  maps i n  t h e  TOC t h e r e ,  t o  do t h e  
b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Most t imes,  t h e  maps i n  t h e  TOC w e r e  
used. However, i n  some cases he would have a map of t h e  
AO, and everything.  

Q W e l l ,  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h i s  b r i e f i n g .  

A. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  he  b r i e f e d  him a t  t h e  TOC. 

Q. W a s  Colonel HENDERSON the re?  Do you remember 
Colonel HENDERSON coming i n  with t w o  VC suspec t s?  

A. yes ,  sir.  

Q So t h e r e  were a whole l o t  of people t h e r e  wi th  
him. He d i d n ' t  l eave  f o r  some t i m e .  

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  what t i m e  he g o t  t h e r e ,  i n  
t h e  morning. 

Q H e  go t  t h e r e  a t  0935 ,  according t o  your log.  

A. That 's r i g h t .  

Q You can check it. Colonel BARKER was back wl th  
t h e  dus to f f .  They dropped him o f f .  Colonel HENDERSON h a d n ' t  
l e f t  y e t .  

A. I ' m  almost p o s i t i v e  he w a s  t h e r e  with him. 

Q What was s a i d ?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  recal l  any conversat ion.  I might--
I w a s  q u i t e  a ways from where t h e  b r i e f i n g  t akes  p lace ,  t h e r e  
i n  t h e  TOC, n o t  t h a t  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  evade any ques t ions .  
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Q. This i s  not  a very b i g  p lace ,  t h e r e  i n  the  TOC? 

A .  No, sir. I t ' s  no t .  

Q. Of course not.  

A. But wi th  t h e  r ad ios  going and everyth ing ,  I paid 
more a t t e n t i o n  poss ib ly  t o  the  r a d i o s ,  than  anything. I 
d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  go over and s tand around when the  General 
came i n .  

Q I g e t  a p i c t u r e  though, of Colonel BARKER, General  
KOSTER, Colonel HENDERSON around t h e  map. Colonel BARKER 
b r i e f e d  him. 

A. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  's what took p lace .  

Q- Was anybody e l s e  p resen t?  How about Major CALHOUN? 

A. I don't--I 'm no t  s u r e  whether he p a r t i c p a t e d  i n  t h e  
b r i e f i n g  o r  n o t ,  but  I remember he would. 

Q. But was he the re?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, he w a s ,  sir. I d o n ' t  
s ee  any reason why he wouldn't .  

Q. Well, I know t h a t .  I could reach t h a t  conclusion 
too,  because t h a t ' s  h i s  posted duty ,  b u t  I ' m  asking whether 
he was t h e r e .  

A .  For me t o  p inpo in t ,  t o  say ,  w e l l ,  he w a s  t h e r e  a t  
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime, whea he may have been o u t s i d e ,  o r  some-
where, I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. But you do have a p i c t u r e  of General KOSTER t h e r e  
being b r i e f e d ,  and Colonel HENDERSON with him? 

A. I ' m  s u r e  he was t h e r e .  

' Q. A t  t h i s  t ime,  how about Colonel LUPER and some 
of t h e  o t h e r s ,  such a s  Major MCKNIGHT? 
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A .  Well, a c t u a l l y  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  them coming around 
wi th  Colonel HENDERSON, a l l  t h e  t ime. Major MCKNIGHT was with 
Colonel HENDERSON. They were toge the r .  

Q How long d i d  t h e  b r i e f i n g  l a s t ?  

A. Not t o o  long,  s ir ,  5 t o  8 minutes,  5 t o  LO minutes. 

Q Did you h e a r  anything t h a t  was s a i d ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge. 

I0: There i s  some i n d i c a t i o n ,  M r .  J O H N S O N ,  t h a t  t h i s  
b r i e f i n g  d i d n ' t ,  i n  f a c t ,  t ake  p lace  i n  t h e  TOC. There i s  
a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON and h i s  group w e r e  
b r i e f e d  by Colonel BARKER i n  t h e  TOC, and on t h e  way o u t ,  
when they were on t h e i r  way t o  t h e  he l ipad ,  General  KOSTER 
came i n .  And he may have been b r i e f e d  a t  t h e  he l ipad ,  o r  
on t h e  hood of a jeep ,  o r  something of t h i s  n a t u r e ,  o u t s i d e  
t h e  TOC. Do you remember anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A .  No, sir. I d o n ' t .  I was almost p o s i t i v e  General 
KOSTER w a s  i n  t h e  TOC. 

Q Why does t h i s  t h i n g  s t and  o u t  i n  your mind s o  much? 

A. Well, he was such a t a l l  man, sir.  

Q. He was i n  t h e r e  q u i t e  o f t e n .  I t  i s n ' t  as though 
t h i s  was t h e  only t ime he ever  came t h e r e .  

A. NO p a r t i c u l a r  reason,  s ir .  I t  s t ands  ou t .  This  
i s  t h e  normal procedure--he comes, you g ive  him a b r i e f i n g .  

Q I understand t h e  normal procedure,  b u t  t h a t  g e t s  
back t o  M r .  WEST'S s ta tement .  W e  know what was normal, b u t  
what we're  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  i s  what went on a t  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  
time. 

A .  Well, s i r ,  I wish I could come i n  he re  and t a k e  you 
every s t e p  through t h i s  t a s k  fo rce .  I wish I could,  and I 
know it seems odd t h a t  I c a n ' t  remember c e r t a i n  t h i n g s ,  b u t  
I can say t h a t  I ' m  t e l l i n g  you everything I know. 
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MR WEST: That af ternoon,  M r .  JOHNSON, Genera l  KOSTER re-
turned wi th  General DOLEMAN, a t h r e e - s t a r  genera l ,  and 
t h e r e  was another  b r i e f i n g  back a t  Barker. Do you r e c a l l  
t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Colonel MAKAFFEY brought t h i s  ou t  down-
s t a i r s ,  and I do remember General KOSTER, General  DOLEMAN. I 
d i d n ' t  have it f ixed  i n  my mind t h a t  it w a s  t h e  1 6 t h ,  b u t  I do 
remember them being t h e r e .  

Q. I t h i n k  y o u ' l l  f i n d  it i n  t h e  log ,  t h e r e .  

A. W e l l ,  I d i d n ' t  have it i n  my mind. 

Q It w a s  about 1630, 1645, something l i k e  t h a t .  D i d  
you hear  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A .  N o ,  s i r .  I d i d  no t .  

Q Okay, l e t ' s  go back a l i t t l e  e a r l i e r  now, t o  the  
matter of Major WATKE. You mentioned a l i t t l e  while  ago Major 
WATKE and t h e  r e p o r t  of unnecessary k i l l i n g .  W i l l  you go 
through t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  This w a s  i n  t h e  morning. Again t h e  TOC 
w a s  very crowded. I remember I was a t  t h e  r a d i o s ,  I heard 
them mention something about unnecessary k i l l i n g  going on. 
I say I th ink  it was Major WATKE. I t  may n o t  have been Major 
WATKE. It  could have been, very p o s s i b l y ,  someone else. 

Q. Sergeant  STEPHENS t o l d  us t h e  same th ing .  

A. I j u s t  b e l i e v e  'it was Major WATKE . 
Q. We'd l i k e  t o  f i x  t h e  t i m e  on t h i s ,  a l i t t l e  b e t t e r .  
This t ransmiss ion  came i n ,  a f t e r  Colonel BARKER had been i n  
and o u t  aga in .  

A. W e l l ,  t h i s  wasn ' t  t h e  t ransmiss ion  I was t a l k i n g  
about. This w a s  somebody i n  t h e  TOC. 

Q. I thought you j u s t  s a i d  over  t h e  r ad io?  

A .  No, sir.  
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Q - Well, j u s t  go ahead and t e l l  us what it was. , 

A. I s a i d  I was over a t  t h e  r ad io .  

Q .  I see .  

A. And over  my shoulder  I heard someone say about un-
neccesary k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s .  

Q. Oh, I see .  Was Major WATKE t h e r e  i n  person? 

A. Well, I j u s t  b e l i e v e  i t  was him. I wasn ' t  s u r e  
who it was. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether he was a c t u a l l y  i n  t h e r e .  
It j u s t  seemed l i k e  t o  m e  t h a t  he was. 

Q Your back was turned ,  you d i d n ' t  s e e  him, and you 
thought - i t  was Major WATKE? 

A. I turned around. I ' m  s u r e  I d id .  

Q You saw Major WATXE? 

A. Yes. I know ~ a j o rWATKE very w e l l .  

Q- Was he t h e r e  when you heard t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q What was it you heard? 

A. I heard something s i m i l i a r  t o  unneccessary k i l l i n g  
of c i v i l i a n s .  

Q- Who was he t a l k i n g  t o ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  who he w a s  t a l k i n g  t o .  I n  f a c t ,  I 
d o n ' t  know. I t  very poss ib ly  could have been Major CALHOUN, o r  
someone e l s e .  I ' m  s u r e  it was i n  t h e  morning hours.  

Q. Was it b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  ~ a j o rCALHOUN went o u t  i n  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A .  Well, t h i s  I d i d n ' t  know. We were d i scuss ing  t h i s  
downstairs.  Maybe he  was t a l k i n g  t o  Major CALHOUN. 
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Maybe t h i s  i s  t h e  reason Major CALHOUN went out .  I do know 
it was mentioned i n  t h e  TOC. 

Q. You thought it was i n  t h e  morning? Is t h e r e  any 
way you can f i x  t h e  t ime? 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1545 hours ,  9 February 1970.) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1546 hours ,  9 February 1 9 7 0 .  

I 0 : The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: A l l  persons p r e s e n t  when t h e  hear ing  recessed  a r e  
again p resen t .  

I0: L e t  me j u s t  p o i n t  ou t .  You're an o l d  s o l d i e r  and 
you had a l o t  a t  s t a k e  t h e r e ,  and f o r  somebody t o  come and say 
t h a t  t h e r e  has  been some unnecessary k i l l i n g  of women and ch i ld -  
ren and s o  on--I can j u s t  imagine t h a t  your e a r s  perked s t r a i g h t  
up, p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  we know what you heard a l l  morning, you 
see.  So, t h e r e ' s  n o t  much ques t ion  about t h a t .  You were i n  t h e  
TOC. An o l d  t ime s e r g e a n t ,  and you know your bus iness  very w e l l ,  
and we know what information i s  coming over t h e  r a d i o ,  and you 
d i d n ' t  have e a r  plugs i n  your e a r s ,  s o  you were hear ing  a l l  
t h i s .  And now we come down t o  someone coming up and saying t h a t  
t h e r e  had been some unnecessary k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s .  Now 
what w a s  s a i d ?  

A. S i r ,  t h a t  was a l l  t h e  p a r t  of t h e  conversa t ion  t h a t  
I remember. I remember hear ing  t h a t .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I remember. 

Q. And you a r e  a s  'cal lous a s  t h a t ?  You d i d n ' t  t u r n  
around t o  f i n d  o u t  what w a s  going on wi th  unnecessary k i l l i n g  
of c i v i l i a n s ,  which you know i s  i n  d i r e c t  v i o l a t i o n  of every-

l e m  i s  my a c t i o n s .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what took p lace .  

th ing  t h a t  you've been taught?  

A: Yes, .sir. 

Q. 
was s a i d ?  

And you d i d  nothing about  it, even t o  f i n d  ou t  what 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what took p l a c e ,  s i r .  The only prob- 
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Q. I t  seems h ighly  improbable t h a t  you--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I r e a l i z e  t h a t ,  sir.  I would be 
j u s t  guessing. 

MR WEST: L e t  m e  ask you once again ,  exac t ly  what you heard? 

A. Well, t h a t ' s - - I t ' s  l i k e  you a r e  asking  m e  t o  
say word f o r  word. 

Q What was it you heard? 

A. I know it was somebody s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  was unnecessary 
k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s .  

Q. W e l l ,  d i d  you s e e  Major WATKE t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel 
BARKER? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Did you h e a r  Colonel BARKER t r ansmi t  a message t o  
Major CALHOUN about t h i s  t i m e ,  on t h e  command n e t ?  

A. No, sir.  I heard nothing come over  t h e  command n e t  
i n  r e fe rence  t o  t h i s .  

Q. Around noon, Captain MEDINA r epor ted  i n  a body 
count of 310. Did you rece ive  t h a t  t ransmiss ion?  

No, sir. I d i d  not .  

Did you hea r  i t ?  

A. No,. sir.  

Q Did anybody t e l l  you about i t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q What body counts d i d  you r e c e i v e  from C h a r l i e  Company/ 
i f  you remember? 
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A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  each i n d i v i d u a l  one,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  t h e  r e a l  o r  a c t u a l  f i g u r e .  It w a s  a t o t a l  f o r  t h e  en- 
t i r e  opera t ion .  

Q = I want t o  ask you about one o t h e r  e n t r y  i n  Exh ib i t  
M - 1 4 .  I n  your l o g  f o r  t h a t  day, t h i s  came o u t  a t  1555, and 
i t ' s  i tem number 3 9 .  I t  says "Company B r e p o r t s  t h a t  none of 
VC body count repor ted  by h i s  u n i t  were women and ch i ld ren .  
Company C r e p o r t s  approximately 1 0  o r  11 women and c h i l d r e n  
were k i l l e d  e i t h e r  by a r t i l l e r y  o r  gunships. These were no t  
included i n  t h e  body count".  Look a t  t h a t ,  toward t h e  bottom 
of t h e  page (handing t h e  wi tness  Exh ib i t  M - 1 4 ) .  Could you 
t e l l  us about t h i s  e n t r y ?  

A. I ' m  su re  t h a t  someone p u t  o u t  t h e  informat ion ,  t o  
check it ou t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t .  I 
remember t h a t  t h i s  w a s  r epor ted ,  but-- that  1 0  o r  11 was 
k i l l e d  by gunships. 

Q. Do you know why they  made t h e  r e p o r t ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. I t ' s  no t  a  normal s o r t  of  r e p o r t  t o  be  made, o r  an 
en t ry?  Somebody ask you f o r  t h a t  information? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  bu t  I ' m  s u r e  they  d id .  Somebody 
had t o .  

Q- About 5 minutes l a t e r ,  about 1600 hours ,  t h e  
brigade c a l l e d  down and s a i d ,  they wanted Char l i e  Company t o  
go back i n t o  My Lai ( 4 )  and determine how t h e  VC r epor ted  
k i l l e d  had been k i l l e d ,  and t o  make a count of t h e  dead 
by age and sex  and s o  f o r t h ,  and how they  were k i l l e d .  Do 
you remember hear ing  t h i s  message come i n t o  br igade? -

A. No, sir.  I do no t .  

a. Do you remember Major CALHOUN d e l i v e r i n g  t h a t  i n f o r -  
mation t o  Captain MEDINA on t h e  r a d i o ,  and o rde r ing  him t o  p u t  
his company back i n t o  My Lai ( 4 ) ?  
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10: I t h i n k  it might be wise t o  g ive  him t h e  whole 
con tex t  of t h i s ,  s o  he can t r y  t o  pu t  t h e  whole t h i n g  toge the r .  

MR WEST: Well, it s t a r t e d  o f f  with t h e  message from br ig -  
ade t o  Major CALHOUN t o  determine how those  c a s u a l t i e s ,  
repor ted  c a s u a l t i e s  were i n f l i c t e d ,  t h e  age,  and sex ,  and s o  
f o r t h ,  of t h e  c a s u a l t i e s .  They wanted a r e p o r t  broken down 
and Major CALHOUN g o t  on t h e  r a d i o  and t a lked  t o  Captain 
MEDINA about it. Major CALHOUN was ordered t o  determine how 
many c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  o r  wounded i n  My L a i ,  and how 
they  were k i k i l l e d  o r  wounded. Major CALHOUN checked wi th  
Colonel BARKER, and then  he go t  on t h e  r a d i o  and ordered t h e  
u n i t  t o  go back i n  My La i  ( 4 )  and g e t  t h e  information.  Do 
you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. I s u r e  d o n ' t ,  sir. I d o n ' t  say it d i d n ' t  t a k e  
p lace .  

Q .  Well, it never happened. Apparently,  according
t o  Major CALHOUN and Captain MEDINA, CALHOUN was t a l k i n g  t o  
MEDINA and General KOSTER came on, and c u t  i n  on t h e  f r e -
quency and countermanded t h e  o rde r .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it, sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. NO, s ir .  

Q. Wouldn't you t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  would have c r e a t e d  a 
l i t t l e  s t i r  i n  t h e  TOC? Colonel BARKER'S t h e r e .  Major CALHOUN's 
t h e r e .  He's r e l a y i n g  an o rde r  he go t  from br igade ,  and t h e  
d i v i s i o n  commander comes along and countermands it. You d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  i t ?  

No, sir.  

10: Do you o r  do you no t  remember hear ing  any d i scuss ion  
wi th  Captain MEDINA and h i s  po in t ing  o u t  t h a t  it was l a t e  i n  t h e  
af ternoon and t h a t  he would have a  hard time g e t t i n g  back t o  My ~ a i  
( 4 ) ,  and then g e t t i n g  back t o  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e  be fo re  dark? 
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O r  t h e  fact  t h a t  t h e r e  were a l o t  of  mines i n  
between h i s  l o c a t i o n  and My L a i  ( 4 )  t h a t  he  would have t o  
go through? 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  remember any of  t h a t  t a k i n g  
p lace .  I d o n ' t  say  i t  d i d  n o t  t a k e  p l ace .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
any of it. I d o n ' t  s ay  t h a t  I w a s  i n  t h e  TOC d u r i n g  a l l  t h i s .  
I was o u t  q u i t e  a b i t ,  and I t h i n k  t h i s  is  why I missed a 
l o t  of it, running  o u t  t o  do v a r i o u s  t h i n g s .  

LTC BAUER: During t h e  morning, and you 've  g o t  t h e  l o g  r i g h t  
t h e r e ,  t h e r e  w a s  a series of  r e p o r t s  on c a s u a l t i e s ,  V C 1 s ,  
and up t o  0840, C h a r l i e  Company had k i l l e d  9 0  o f  them, and 
then  it s topped  r i g h t  t h e r e .  Now, we know, t a l k i n g  t o  people  
i n  C h a r l i e  Company, t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a body count  coming i n  
much l a t e r  t h a n  t h a t .  

Now, t h a t  l o g  i s  yours .  That  j o u r n a l  belongs  
t o  you. For  some reason  t h i s  body count  i s n ' t  be ing  p u t  
on t h a t  l o g .  You're running t h e  show, 'and you've g o t  a 
couple  of  c l e r k s  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  do your  work, b u t  y o u ' r e  
t e l l i n g  people  what t h e y  are going  t o  p u t  i n  t h e r e ,  and 
what t hey  are supposed t o  p u t  i n  t h e r e  when y o u ' r e  n o t  
around. When you come back i n ,  you look a t  t h a t  j ou rna l  
everyday,  and you make darn s u r e  t h a t  t h o s e  c l e r k s  are 
keeping it r i g h t .  When you s e e  e n t r i e s  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  you 
don ' t  unders tand ,  you f i n d  o u t  why o r  y o u ' r e  n o t  an O P ' s  
s e rgean t  ve ry  long.  So, w e  have gone over  t h i s  on some 
of t h e s e  e n t r i e s  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  you d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  Can you 
r e c a l l  why t h e s e  e n t r i e s  on body count a r e  n o t  i n  t h e r e ?  

A .  No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  them coming i n .  

Q. L e t  me p u t  it more b l u n t l y .  Did anyone t e l l  
you n o t  t o  e n t e r  them? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. Did you have a r a d i o  i n  t h e  TOC, t h a t  you went 
down on C h a r l i e  Company push? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I a m  s u r e  w e  d i d .  We had a " f r e e "  r a d i o .  
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Q .  Did you moni tor  C h a r l i e  Company a t  a l l ,  t h a t .  
morning? 

A. I ' m  a lmost  p o s i t i v e  w e  d i d ,  sir. 

Q Did you h e a r  anyth ing  going on over  t h a t  n e t ,  t h a t  
was o t h e r  t h a n  normal? 

A. No, s ir .  I c e r t a i n l y  d i d n ' t .  

Q Did you h e a r  any o t h e r  r e p o r t s  on body count  
a f t e r  0840? T h a t ' s  p r e t t y  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning? T h e r e ' s  a . 

l o t  of s h o o t i n g ,  and a l o t  of  k i l l i n g ,  t h a t  went on a f t e r  
t h a t ?  

A. I never  hea rd  any,  s ir .  No, sir.  I a g r e e  w i t h  
you. I t  d i d n ' t  dawn on me u n t i l  I was s tudy ing  t h e  t a p e ,  
and it j u s t  s topped.  

MR WEST: Why d i d  e v e r y t h i n g  s t o p ?  

A. I wished I had t h e  answer, sir .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know, 

Q The answer i s  probably i n  t h e  conve r sa t ion  t h a t  
took p l a c e ,  o r  t h a t  had t a k e n  p l a c e ,  i n  t h a t  TOC when Colonel  
BARKER came over  t h e  r a d i o  wi th  Colonel  HENDERSON. You s t i l l  
d o n ' t  remember? 

A. I c e r t a i n l y  d o n ' t  sir.  I wish I cou ld  remember word 
f o r  word, what anybody s a i d .  

Q L e t  me a sk  you j u s t  one f i n a l  t h i n g  and s e e  i f  
you remember. About 11 o ' c l o c k ,  Sergeant  KIRKPATRICK i n  
t h e  b r igade  TOC monitored a message over t h e  a i r -ground n e t  
and he  hea rd  t h i s  message: " I f  you shoo t  t h a t  man I am going 
t o  shoot  you." Colonel  HENDERSON c a l l e d  Task Force  Barker  
t o  i n q u i r e  concerning t h e  reason f o r  such s h o o t i n g  and what was 
going on. Did anybody c a l l  you and t a l k  t o  you about  t h a t ?  

A. No, sir. 
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Q. Perhaps  Colonel  HENDERSON t a l k e d  t o  Major CALHOUN 
o r  Capta in  LEWELLEN. Did you h e a r  anyth ing  about  t h a t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

10: What d i d  you know about  t h e  conduct  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o r  

A. S i r ,  I never  hea rd  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  con-
ducted.  

Q .  W e l l ,  I j u s t  t a k e  a l i t t l e  p o i n t ,  h e r e .  Here ' s  one 
of your  compa t r io t s ,  Se rgean t  STEPHENS t a l k i n g ,  and h e  s a i d  i n  
response t o  a q u e s t i o n .  

" Q .  Did you e v e r  see o r  h e a r  of  any k ind  of 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  by 
anyone and a t  anytime? 

"A. I never  saw an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  know who 
conducted an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  b u t  I do know t h a t  t h e y  
s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b e i n g  conducted., 
I b e l i e v e  Sergeant  GERBERDING was t h e  one t h a t  t o l d  
m e  t h i s .  Also,  I hea rd ,  wh i l e  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  was 
s t i l l  i n t a c t ,  h e ,  Se rgean t  JOHNSON s a i d  t h a t  t hey  
w e r e  going t o  conduct  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I never  
hea rd  any names of who w a s  conduct ing t h e  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  o r  I never  hea rd  any r e s u l t s  of  any i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n .  " 

- Now t h a t  s t i c k s  o u t  i n  h i s  mind. 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  He mentioned t h a t  t o  me n o t  long  ago and 
I t o l d  him, I s a i d  "Sergeant  STEPHENS, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t e l l i n g  
you t h a t . "  I s a i d ,  " I  b e l i e v e  you g o t  me and someone e l s e  
mixed up. I w a s  never  c a l l e d  i n  on any type  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n . "  

Q But you were t h e r e ?  

A. I mean I never  had knowledge t h a t  one was going on ,  
s i r .  

Q. You w e r e  t h e  s e n i o r  noncommissioned o f f i c e r  i n  
t h i s  Task Force  Barker?  

Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q And among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  a s  the  command se rgean t  major, 
you might en l igh ten  yourse l f  to-- there were c e r t a i n  th ings  
going on which were p a r t  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of s o r t s ,  and you 
had no knowledge of i t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Did you ever  s e e  Colonel HENDERSON s t o p  people coming 
i n ,  when Char l i e  Company came back i n  from t h e  f i e l d ,  and t a l k  
t o  them. 

A.  No, s ir .  I d i d  not .  I d o n ' t  say t h a t  he d i d n ' t  do 
t h i s .  I d o n ' t  say t h a t  he d i d  no t  do it, b u t  I never remember 
him doing it. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  S p e c i a l i s t  HAEBERLE and ROBERTS coming 
i n t o  t h e  headquar ters  on t h e  f i r s t  day of t h e  opera t ion ,  l a t e  i n  
t h e  a f te rnoon,  t r y i n g  t o  go i n t o  t h e  TOC? 

A. I made a note  on P I O .  

Q Yes. Did you t a l k  t o  them? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  them, s ir .  T h a t ' s  t h e  1 

reason I brought t h e s e  a r t i c l e s  here .  I am s u r e  they were 
w r i t t e n  by t h e  br igade  P I O .  

Q We ' l l  go over t h e s e  i n  j u s t  a l i t t l e  while.  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether they were t h e r e  o r  no t .  
I t  seems l i k e  they were. I t  seems l i k e  they wanted t ranspor-
t a t i o n  o u t  t o  t h e  f i e l d ,  o r  something. I am no t  s u r e  of t h i s ,  
b u t  it seems l i k e  t h i s  happened, b u t  I never heard anything--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  They never came back t o  you and 
t o l d  you what they had seen ou t  t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir,  they d i d  not .  I 
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Q. Do you know t h a t  Major CALHOUN wouldn ' t  l e t  them i n  
t;he TOC, b u t  Colonel BARKER s a t  down and t a l k e d  t o  them? 

A. I d i d n ' t  know t h a t  Major CALHOUN wouldn 't l e t  them 
i n  the TOC. 

Q- Did you know a l i e u t e n a n t  by t h e  name of JOHNSON 
from t h e  52d M I  Detachment? 

A. I knew him, sir. 

Q What d i d  he say when he came back i n  from t h e  opera t ion?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what he s a i d .  I ' m  su re  he s a i d  
something, bu t  I don ' t  r e c a l l  exac t ly  what he s a i d .  I d o n ' t  r e -
c a l l  any derotagory xemarks he made, o r  anything of  t h i s  n a t u r e .  

Q- On t h e  morning of t h e  1 8 t h ,  t h i s  would be Monday
morning, 2 days a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion ,  General YOUNG came i n  a t  
about 9 o ' c lock .  Colonel HENDERSON came i n  about 9 c ' c l o c k .  
Colonel BARKER was t h e r e .  The a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  , Colonel HOLLADAY 
was t h e r e  and Major WATKE w a s  t h e r e .  They a11 confer red  i n  
Colonel BARKER'S van. What do you know about t h a t  meeting? 

A. S i r ,  I don' t know any information.  You mentioned 
e a r l i e r - - t h a t ' s  the only time--I'm s u r e  it took p l a c e ,  
but I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t .  

Q. I j u s t  wish t h e r e  was some way whereby you could 
r e c a l l  what you must know, and have seen t h e r e ,  and have heard? 

A.  S i r ,  I wished--like I mentioned. I wish I could 
s i t  he re ,  and go word f o r  word, 'cause I 'm--1 owe it t o  my 
country. ~ ' mn o t  j u s t  saying t h i s  to be saying  something. I ' m  
saying it from my h e a r t .  I ' v e  l ea rned  a g r e a t  l e s son  from t h i s .  
I now got  a notebook. 

LTC BAUER: One f u r t h e r  ques t ion .  E i t h e r  on t h e  lGth ,  t h e  day 
Of t h e  combat a s s a u l t  when they went i n ,  o r  t h e  next  day, t h e r e  
has been some testimony t h a t  Captain MEDINA came i n  ou t  of t h e  
f i e l d ,  t o  t h e  TOC. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  a t  a l l ?  

A. N o ,  I s u r e  d o n ' t .  
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L e t  me t a l k  about t h e  PIO? 

10: Go ahead. 

A .  Afte r  we moved back t o  Duc Pho, I v i s i t e d  those 
people q u i t e  o f t e n  over t h e r e ,  which was j u s t  a s h o r t  ways 
across  from my headquar ters .  A t  no t ime, d i d  anyone ever  
approach m e ,  and say anything about innocent c i v i l i a n s ,  o r  
t h a t  they had photographs, o r  anything of t h i s  n a t u r e  of what 
took p l a c e ,  t h e r e .  

Q Not even y o u r , o l d  f r i e n d ,  Sergeant  STONICH? 

A. No, sir.  No one a t  a l l .  , I ' m  j u s t  saying t h i s ,  
because they  were j u s t  across  t h e  s t r e e t ,  and I never heard 
anyone i n  t h a t  o f f i c e  mention anything o r  show me any photo-
graphs,  o r  mention any photographs. 

MR MACCRATE: Did you ever  t a l k  t o  Sergeant GERBERDING, once 
you go t  back t o  br igade? 

A. Yes, s i r .  I t a l k e d  t o  him q u i t e  o f t e n .  Yes, sir.  

Q H e  never t o l d  you anything about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Not t o  my memory, sir.  

Q He never t o l d  you about t h e  papers ,  t h a t  he had i n  
h i s  desk? 

A. NO,  s ir .  

Q.  He never t o l d  you about t h e  f o l d e r  of papers ,  t h a t  
he w a s  holding? 

A. No, sir.  He s u r e  d i d n ' t .  

I0 : Did he eve r  r i d e  you, up t h e r e ,  l i k e  he d i d  some 
o t h e r  people from Task Force Barker,  f o r ' t u r n i n g  i n  these  
body counts ,  t h a t  were women and ch i ld ren?  

A. I ' m  s u r e  he poss ib ly  d i d ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 
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Q -
I f  he d i d ,  you probably would remember i t ,  wouldn ' t  

you? 

A. It looks l i k s  I would, b u t  I donft know s p e c i f i c a l l y  
whether--GERBERDING was a f i n e  and a s t r a i g h t  i n d i v i d u a l .  

Q- He seems t o  r e c a l l  p r e t t y  v i v i d l y  what took p lace
the re  and what was coming over  t h e  r a d i o .  

A. Well ,--
Q- ( In te rpos ing)  And KIRKPATRICK. And they  ' r e  n o t  
hearing near  what you a r e  hear ing?  

A. Tha t ' s  r i g h t ,  s i r .  I agree  with you. I j u s t  wish 
I could go word f o r  word from t h e  time t h a t  t h i n g  s t a r t e d  t o  
t h e  day it ended. I t  would do my h e a r t  good t o  s i t  down and 
go through the  e n t i r e  ' t h i n g ,  .because I know t h e  amount of work 
t h a t  you p u t  i n  it and everybody e l s e ,  sir.  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  having heard one t h i n g  over  t h e  r a d i o  
t h a t  was repor ted  by Captain MEDINA, t h a t  h e  had a r e p o r t  from 
the i n t e r r o g a t i o n  t h e r e ,  t h a t  30 o r  40 VC had l e f t  before t h e  
combat a s s a u l t  was e f f e c t e d  t h a t  morning? 

A. No, sir .  I d i d  read it, but--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  hat's what I want t o  p o i n t  out  t o  
you. I wish you would look a t  t h a t  i tem again ,  and s e e  i f  t h a t ' s  
what it says? 

(The I0 handed t h e  l o g  of Task Force Barker t o  
t h e  witness .  ) 

MR WEST: I Id l i k e  t o  ask one more ques t ion ,  M r .  JOHNSON. General 
PEERS, mentioned t h i s  r e p o r t  of t h e  30 t o  40 VC having departed 
the  hamlet of My Lai (4), before  t h e  opera t ion  go t  s t a r t e d .  I 
r e f e r  you t o  Exh ib i t  M-46, which i s  a l o g  of t h e  11th  ~ r i g a d e  
f o r  t h e  days i n  ques t ion .  P a r t i c u l a r l y ,  on t h e  1 6  March 1968 
entry.  Number 50 a t  0915 i n  t h e  morning which r e a d s ,  "TFs TOC 
C/1/20 a t  0900 hours a t  716788, 'I which puts it r i g h t  i n  My ~ a i  
(4.1 , "Vietnamese informed t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  t h a t  approximately 
30 t o  40 VC depar ted  t h e  a rea  a t  0700 hours ,  going e a s t .  ~ / 1 / 2 0  
w i l l  move eastward."  There is  no comparable i t em i n  t h e  Task 
Force Barker l o g  a t  any time on t h e  16th .  According t o  t h e  
brigade log  t h i s  r e p o r t  came from you, from your TOC, and was 
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r e c e i v e d  and e n t e r e d  a t  1915. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of  t h i s ?  Can you e x p l a i n  why t h a t  i s n ' t  i n  your  l og?  

A. N O ,  sir.  

Q , Shou ldn ' t  it normally be  i n  t h e  l og?  

A. I t  should  b e  i n  t h e  l o g .  Only p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  t h a t  
somebody took  t h e  message i n  t h e  b r igade .  

Q Made a s p o t  r e p o r t ,  b u t  no l o g  e n t r y ?  

A. They d idn  't p u t  it i n  t h e  , l o g  jou rna l .  

10:  To your  knowledge, d i d  anybody go through your  l o g  
a f t e r  you g o t  through wi th  your  work copy and s t r a i g h t e n  it o u t ?  
And t h e n  d i d  Capta in  LEWELLEN have it typed ou t?  Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  
t h a t  it i s  s igned  o f f  by him a s  duty  o f f i c e ,  t h a t  n i g h t .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. H e  s i gned  o f f  on it ,  a s  t h e  du ty  o f f i c e r  
a t  midnight ,  which you can see. 

Q You can see t h a t  t h e r e  i s  q u i t e  a b i t  o f  v a r i a t i o n  
between wha t ' s  i n  t h a t  l o g  and wha t ' s  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  log?  

A. Y e s ,  s i x .  

Q They s e e m  most i r r e g u l a r .  

A. I d o n ' t  know t h e  reason why, s i r .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t .  
I t r i e d  t o  keep a good log .  This  was my f i r s t  t ime  a s  an op-
e r a t i o n ' s  s e r g e a n t .  I was a t r a i n i n g  s e r g e a n t  back a t  S c h o f i e l d  
Barracks  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  which was p a r t  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  s ec -
t i o n ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know--I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you why they  d i f f e r ,  
s i r ,  because  I could a lmost  say t h a t  t h i s  is  what was r e p o r t e d .  

Q - Anybody e l s e  have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

(Negat ive  response  was given by t h o s e  p r e s e n t .  ) 
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Q- We thank you very much f o r  coming i n ,  M r .  J O H N S O N ,  
and I would again  remind you t h a t  we have requested t h a t  you 
not  d iscuss  your testimony wi th  o t h e r s ,  and i f  you do by chance, 
have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of some of t h e s e  th ings  t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  
while you were i n  t h e  TOC, and elsewhere,  we would apprec ia te  
it i f  you would g e t  i n  touch with us ,  s o  w e  may t a k e  advantage 
of such information.  

A. I thought about it s i n c e  my l a s t  t ime,  s i r ,  and I ' m  
not saying what I ' m  f i x i n g  t o  say j u s t  t o  be saying  it. I ' v e  
even prayed about it, because I f e e l  t h a t  somewhere, something 
maybe w i l l  come t o  me t h a t  c e r t a i n l y  would be b e n e f i c i a l  t o  
everyone, because I know how hard you and your members have work- 
ed, and I say if anybody i s  wrong, then they  a r e  wrong. I f  i t ' s  
me o r  anyone, it should be known, so  t h e r e  is  no coverup f o r  it. 
I assure  each member of t h e  board t h a t  I have done my b e s t  t o  
give you a l l  t h e  information t h a t  I have. I r e a l i z e  t h a t  it is  
very l i t t l e .  Maybe my memory is  j u s t  n o t  good, b u t  t o  guess a t  
something I d o n ' t  t h ink  would be f a i r  t o  General PEERS he re  o r  
myself. I f  I knew exac t ly  what went on, word f o r  word and again ,  
I apprec ia te  t h e  h o s p i t a l i t y  I have rece ived  h e r e ,  and I wish 
t h a t  God speeds you a l l .  

I0: W e  wish t h a t  you, too ,  have a l i t t l e  b i t  of d iv ine  
guidance. 

A. I am a layman, s ir .  I ' m  not  sugges t ing  t h i s  a s  a -- 

10: ( In te rpos ing)  The hea r ing  w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  time. 

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1 6 2 8  hours ,  9 February 1970 .) 

+ 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 


WITNESS: KOTOUC, Eugene M., CPT 


DATE OF TESTIMONY: 6 December 1969 


PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 


WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 


COUNSEL: Robert T. Allen, lLT, QMC, requested military 

counsel, stationed at Fort Carson, Colorado 


DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968:' S2 Task Force Barker 


1. PRIOR TRAINING IN THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 


Captain KOTOUC testified that when he arrived at the 

America1 Division he received an orientation that included 

the materials within Exhibits M-2, M-3, and M-4. He had 

seen the first two, but could not recall the latter; 

although, he was familiar with the material it covered 

(pgs. 54, 55). He considered the training given the 
troops on the handling of prisoners to be sufficient (pg. 55) 
and further noted that the treatment given PW's by U.S. 
forces was generally good (pg. 56). He was not familiar 
with MACV Directive 20-4 and did not believe that he had 
ever seen it at Task Force Barker or at the brigade (pg. 56). 

2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

a. Intelligence brief inp. 


The witness in his position as the S2 of the 

task force, gave the preoperational intelligence briefing 

(pg. 3). The briefing was given to the commanders and other 

personnel from the task force (pg. 4). Lieutenaht JOHNSON 

from the MI Detachment was also present (pg. 4). The 

information that was given out was that the area of operation 

had been extended to include the My Lai area; that the 48th 

Local Force Battalion was operating there; that their 

headquarters was probably in My Lai (4); that it consisted 

of the headquarters. plus two companies, over 200 men; that 
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the persons living in the area were VC sympathizers, if not 
VC; that the members of that battalion were local personnel; 
and that heavy resistance could be expected, especially 
in the area where C Company was going to operate (pgs.4-7). 

b. Civilian situation. 

The intelligence gathered indicated that the 
civilians would leave the area to go to market at around 
0700 and that few, if any, should be in the area (pg. 8). 
The witness did not recall from where the intelligence 
that the civilians would be out of the village came, 
specifically. It came primarily from his interrogations 
and other information which he and Lieutenant Colonel BARKER 
had received (pg. 62). According to the witness, 
consideration was given to the fact that some civilians 
would be remaining in the village (pg. 9). ~efensive 
positions had been observed in the area (pg. 9). 

c. BARKER'S briefinq. 

(1) In his briefing on the evening of the 15th 
of March, BARKER told the commanders that he wanted the 
buildings knocked down, the hootches burned, and the 
defensive positions destroyed (pgs. 11, 49). Further, he 
stated that he wanted the livestock killed or run off 
(pg. 12). The witness stated that he did not consider this 
an illegal order (pg. 12). BARKER did not say to pollute 
wells (pg. 12). 

(2) BARKER'S orders did not apply to My Lai (4) 
in particular, but to the area of the operation in general 
(pg. 12). The purpose of the operation was to trap the 
48th Local Force Battalion and there was no specific mention 
of civilians (pg. 15). The people in the area had in the 
past been told to leave the area and go to Quang Ngai City, 
and the plan during the operation was to move the civilians 
in the area down the road toward that city (pg. 19). BARKER 
had in the past told his men to be cautious of civilians 
(pg*26) 

(3) Present at the briefing were Major CALHOUN, 
the S3 sergeant, Captain VAZQUEZ, the company commanders, 
and the witness (pg. 13). Further, the witness noted that 
the briefings at the task force were far from formal, the 
task force being primarily 'a one man show" (pgs. 10, 62,651. 
There was no written operation order or intelligence analysis 
(pg. 10) 
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d. MEDINA's briefinq. 


The witness was present when MEDINA instructed 
the men of C Company of the operation on the prior evening 
(pg. 49). Primarily he relayed the matters stated by 
BARKER (pg. 50). He told his men that the civilians would 
probably be out of the area. He then reminded them of 
what they had been through in the recent past, the booby 
traps and mine fields, and told them that they would be in 
some seraight combat with the enemy (pg. 51). The witness 
opinioned that it was possible that MEDINA'S men were so 
worked up that they might kill anything in sight, thinking 
that no civilians were in the area (pg. 51). The implication 
in the briefing was that the village in which they would 
operate would be vacant. Although MEDINA did mention that 
the Rules of Land Warfare existed, he did not mention 
civilians. The witness suggested that it probably never 
occurred to him (pg. 52) . 

e. The artillery preparation. 


The artillery preparatory fire was to be on My Lai 

(4) and was to continue for four minutes. There would be 

approximately 100 rounds of 105 fire within that time 

frame (pg. 8). In answer to questions on the propriety 

of this action, the witness stated that although there was 

a chance that some civilians would be in the area, it was 

better to fire the preparatory fire and hope to kill 

elements of the 48th Battalion than take the risk of losing 

a large number of American lives (pg. 52). There was no 

intent to fire on noncombatants with this artillery barrage 

(pg. 52). Consideration was given to the fact that some 
may have remained (pg . 9). 
3 .  ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a. The landinq. 


The landing zone was some 500 to 1000 meters south- 
west of My Lai (4) (pg. 21) . The witness was not sure, 
but thinks, that the landing was being screened by helicopter 
gunships (pg. 21) . The witness was in the task force 
operations' center monitoring the radios during this time. 
At first he heard that the landing zone was "cold" but later , 
fire was apparently received by the troops (pg. 21). There 
was a report that some civilians were seen running out of 
the hammlet to the north (pg. 22). A report was heard to 
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his:,-ionax xnsually d i d  a s  they  p leased (pg. 3 2 )  , 
and t h a k  they were n o t  under U.S. c o n t r o l  (pg. 30). Me 
ILCJLGZ::I:?? gnQT?FPhad s t a t e d  t h a t  they should b r ing  i n  
pr i . s~nep.s  (pg. 69 )  . 
4 ENQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT, 

I n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was necessary .  

The witness  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any r e p o r t  of t h e  
number of c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  dur ing  t h e  opera t ion  (pg.  3 9 ) .  
There was some d i s c u s s i o n  about t h e  r a t i o  of t h e  number 
k i l l e d  to t h e  number of weapons se ized .  The c o r r e l a t i o n ,  or 
lack of it, w a s  mentioned (pg. 4 1 ) .  Also, where t h e  usual  
k i l l  r a t i o  w i t h i n  t he  t a s k  f o r c e  was t h i r t y  t o  one, t h i s  was 
siarty-four to one (pgs. 4 2 ,  4 3 ) .  However, t h e  wi tness  noted 
t h a t  many deaths were thought due t o  t he  a r t i l l e r y  (pq. 4 3 ) .  
The wikness added t h a t  he was -sometimes chided by h i s  
buddies  ahnu t  t he  l a r g e  body count  of t h e  task f o r c e ,  
being accused s f  us ing  c i v i l i a n  dea ths  to drive up t h e i r  
totals, Bc~~eves ,he considered this good-natured k idd ing  
and was stare t ha t  none of t h i s  eve r  reached HENDERSON (pg.  53) . 

b. -H n ~ u i r i e s  conducted. 

T h e  Vi tness  stated t h a t  he never heard of any 
investigation ever being conducted (pg. 3 8 ) .  H e  was never 
asked any th ing  about the even t s  of t h e  day in ques t ion  
(pg. 4 3 ) .  H e  never heard t h a t  BARKER was t o l d  t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  any th ing  (pg, 4 5 ) .  Fur the r ,  he s t a t e d  t h a t  he 
was never aware, through any source ,  of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
i n  ARF7%5 channels ,  and he never g o t  any information of any 
atrocious hehav ia r  through h i s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  sources  (pgs, 
45-47) , B e  d id  state t h a t  he had heard no word about  
leeepis%gthe Lai opera t ion  under wraps ( p g .  6 6 ) .  The 
wi tness  was n o t  familiar with t h e  requirements  of MACV 
iqiret,LLvc. -,.- 20-4 (pg, 56).- -a 

The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he had never seen 
BARKER'S combat a c t i o n  r e p o r t  ( ~ x h i b i tR - 2 ) ,  nor  HENDERSON'S 
report sr either of i t s  i n c l o s u r e s  (pgs. 4 0 ,  43-45). 
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EXHIBITS 

DESCRIPTION ' NOTES 

V Directive 20-4 never seen. 

R u l e s "  F a m i l i a r  w i t h  card. 
MACV C a r d  "Enemy i n  Y o u r  
J3& F a m i l i a r  w i t h  card.41 


TAN'S L e t t e r  t o  KHIEN N e v e r  seen. 

M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scenes N e v e r  seen. 

H a s  seen P - 3 2 ,  

ous Scenes P-33 i n  U.S. 


HENDERSON I s R e p o r t  N e v e r  seen. 

BARKER' s R e p o r t  N e v e r  seen. 

PAGES 

5 4  


5 5  


47  


37 


37 


4 3 ,  45 


4 0  
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SUMMARY OF CALL I1$TlMONY 

WITNESS: MOTOUC, Eguene M. CPT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: . 9 February 1 970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OFI F a i l u ~ e  t o  obey g e n e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  
d e r e l i c t i o n  o f  du ty ,  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  p l ann ing  of  
an o p e r a t i o n  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  laws o f  war ,  s u p p r e s s i o n  
o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  consp i r acy  t o  suppres s  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  m i s -
p r i s i o n  o f  f e l o n i e s ,  acces so ry  a f t e r  t h e  f a c t  o f  c e r t a i n  
f e l o n i e s  and v i o l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  laws o f  war, murder,  
maiming, and aggrava ted  a s e a u l t  w i t h  i n t e n t  t o  i n f l i c t  
g r i evous  b o d i l y  harm. 

COUNSEL: W i l l i a m  R. MACDONALD, CPT, JAGC, Robert  T .  ALLEN, 
lLT, QMC, s e l e c t e d  m i l i t a r y  oounse l ,  s t a t i o n e d  a t  F o r t  -
Carson, Colorado. 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968 :  82,  Task Force Barker .  

A f t e r  hav ing  been warned o f  t h e  o f f e n s e s  o f  whish he  
was s u s p e c t e d ,  t h e  w i t n e s s  chose t o  answer no q u e s t i o n s  
and made no s t a t e m e n t .  
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1028 hours ,  6 

. ,  ~ecember  1969.) 

I0: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG 

PEERS, MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL MILLER, COL WILSON, 

cOL FRANKLIN, and MAJ LYNN. 


The nex t  wi tness  i s  Captain Eugene M. KOTOUC. 

(CPT KOTOUC was c a l l e d  a s  a  wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows : )  

Captain KOTOUC, a r e  you represented  by counsel? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

RCDR : W i l l  counsel p l e a s e  s t a t e  h i s  name and address 
f o r  t h e  record? 

I C :  L ieutenant  Ronald T. ALLEN, Headquarters,  Troop 
'~ommand, F o r t  Carsoni colorado. 

RCDR : W i l l  you p lease  s t a t e  your name, grade,  Soc ia l  
Secur i ty  number, . and organiza t ion?  

WIT : Captain Eugene M. KOTOUC, Headquarters,  Troop 
Command, For t  Carson, Colorado. 

10: Captain KOTOUC, before  we proceed wi th  any 

ques t ions ,  I s h a l l  inform you of s e v e r a l  mat te rs .  


This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
Secre tary  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  United 
S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  purpose of determining t h e  f a c t s  and 
making f ind ings  and recommendations concerning: 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  and subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  wi th in  
the chain o f  command of what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  
as t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  withholding of 
information by any person who had t h e  duty t o  r e p o r t  and 
t o  fu rn i sh  information concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  
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Th i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  o r  c i rcumstances  of  what happened 
a t  My L a i .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  a t  t hose  s p e c i f i c  purposes  which 
I have j u s t  s t a t e d .  

I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me and have reviewed 
p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  ob ta ined  from o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n -  
v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  

Your tes t imony w i l l  be  t aken  under o a t h  and a 
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ve rba t im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be p repared .  A t a p e  r e c o r d i n g  i s  
be ing  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im n o t e s  be ing  t aken  
by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  tes t imony,  o r  
p a r t s  of  it, w i l l  a t  a l a t e r  d a t e  become a m a t t e r  o f  p u b l i c  
knowledge. 

You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  people  
i n  t h i s  room who w i l l  o r  may ask you q u e s t i o n s .  These 
i n d i v i d u a l s ,  a s i d e  from M r .  MACCRATE and M r .  WALSH, a r e  
my a s s i s t a n t s  and they  a r e  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  ask q u e s t i o n s  
i n  my b e h a l f .  M r .  WALSH and M r .  MACCRATE a r e  s e r v i n g  as 
c i v i l i a n  l e g a l  counse lo r s  t o  a s s i s t  and h e l p  me i n  t h i s  
ma t t e r .  However, I have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  weighing 
t h e  ev idence  and making t h e  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations 
t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of  S t a f f .  

You are o rde red  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your  tes t imony 
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t -
n e s s e s  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  performance 
o f  o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  o r  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  s o  t o  do  
b e f o r e  a  competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  admin i s t r a -  
t i v e  body. 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  you a r e  cau t ioned  t h a t  i f  you 
a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r s  t h a t  a r e  i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  
judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  ca se  of United S t a t e s  
v. Ca l l ey ,  your  appearance h e r e  i n  no way changes t h e  
a p p l i c a b i l i t y  and t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h a t  o r d e r .  

Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  concerning what I 
have j u s t  covered? 

A. No, s i r ,  I do n o t .  

Q. Colonel  MILLER, do you have any l e g a l  guidance 
t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  g ive?  

COL MILLER: Cap ta in ,  a t  t h i s  t ime you a r e  n o t  suspec t ed  o r  
accused of any o f f e n s e  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I n o t i c e  t h a t  you do have counse l  w i t h  you. 
I f ,  du r ing  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  you should  become a s u s p e c t  i n  
any way, you w i l l ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  be given a p p r o p r i a t e  warnings 
pu r suan t  t o  A r t i c l e  3 1  o f  t h e  Uniform Code of  M i l i t a r y  
J u s t i c e .  I n  t h e  meantime, d u r i n g  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  o u r  

1 
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i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ,  you w i l l  be permi t ted  t o  consu l t  with 
your counsel .  

10: Captain KOTOUC, would you give me your duty 

assignment on 1 6  March 1968? 


A. Yes, s i r .  I was S 2 ,  combat i n t e l l i g e n c e .  o f f i c e r ,  

Task Force Barker, and we were s t a t i o n e d  a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  

South Vietnam. 


Q- How long had you been t h e  S2 of  t h e  t a s k  force?  

A. I a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of  February--
t h e  l a t e r  p a r t  of  February, s i r .  The exac t  d a t e  I do no t  
r e c a l l ;  between 20 and 28 February, s i r .  

Q *  Did you accompany t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  n o t  t h e  t a sk  
fo rce ,  t h e  br igade  t o  South Vietnam? 

A. No, sir. I was s t a t i o n e d  with t h e  11th  Brigade 
i n  Hawaii, and subsequently t r a n s f e r r e d .  The br igade  went 
overseas .  I rece ived  DA o r d e r s ,  and I ended up back i n  my 
o l d  u n i t .  

Q =  What had you been i n  t h e  br igade  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  
time? 

A. I was t h e  company commander f o r  B/1/20, and I 
was S2 f o r  1/20 p r i o r  t o  being t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a  new 
l o c a t i o n  on Hawaii. 

a - With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  opera t ion  which took p lace  
i n  t h e  Son Tinh a r e a  on 16  March, was t h e r e  an i n t e l l i g e n c e  
b r i q f i n g  given t o  t h e  commanders of t h i s  opera t ion  p r i o r  t o  
the opera t ion  i t s e l f ?  

A. Yes, s ir ,  t h e r e  was. 

Q. Who gave t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. I gave t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

Q. Where was it  given? 

A. A t  t h e  TOC a t  Dot t i e ,  and a l s o  i n  an informal  
d i scuss ion  between myself and Captain MEDINA and Captain 
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MICHLES. 

Q Was t h e  company commander of A/3/1 p r e s e n t  
a s  w e l l ?  

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  I can n o t  remember who 
h e  was. We had j u s t  l o s t  one company commander. 

Q Were t h e  o t h e r  u n i t s  t h a t  were t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  
i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  t a s k  force--were t hey  a l s o  
presen t - - the  u n i t  commanders? 

A. No, s ir .  C h a r l i e  Company and B/4/3 w a s  
t h e r e ,  b u t  t h e r e  w a s  no r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from any he l i cop te - r  
u n i t s  no r  was t h e r e  anyone t h e r e  from a r t i l l e r y  u n i t s  on 
LZ Upt igh t .  

Q - Were t h e r e  any r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from t h e  52d M I  
Detachment? 

A. There was a  L ieu tenan t  JOHNSON, s i r ,  who came 
up from an M I  detachment. I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  number, and 
I do n o t  r e c a l l  i f  he  was t h e r e  t h a t  day o r  n o t .  I do n o t  
t h i n k  s o ,  b u t  I can n o t  r e c a l l .  

Q. What i n fo rma t ion  d i d  you g i v e  t o  t h e  commanders 
concerning t h e  48th  Local  Force B a t t a l i o n  and what t h e y  
might e x p e c t  from t h e  b a t t a l i o n  i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r ea?  

A. W e l l ,  f i r s t  t h i n g  w a s  t h a t  t h e  AO--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  May I? We have t h i s  be ing  t aken ,  
and we would l i k e  you t o  keep your  vo ice  up and speak i n t o  
t h e  microphone s o  s h e  can h e a r  you. I f  you need t h e  map 
a s  w e l l ,  p l e a s e  do so .  

A .  The My L a i  ( 4 )  i s  o u t  o f  t h e  A 0  o f  Task Force 
Barker ,  and i t  was neces sa ry  t o  r e q u e s t  an A 0  e x t e n s i o n .  
I t h i n k  w e  g o t  it from Quang Ngai, a s  I r e c a l l ,  from t h e  
advisory  group down t h e r e ,  and a l s o  from Son Tinh where 
Colonel  G A V I N ,  Major GAVIN then--I  exp la ined  t o  t h e  com-
manders a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  a f t e r  d i s c u s s i n g  wi th  Colonel  BARKER 
p r i o r  t o  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  company commanders, t h a t  t h e  i n t e l -
l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  I had r ece ived  from b r i g a d e ,  Colonel  
BLACKLEDGE a t  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  from p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  I had 
p e r s o n a l l y  i n t e r r o g a t e d  and t h e r e  were o t h e r  a r e a s  t h a t  
we had g o t t e n  in t e l l i gence - -Son  Tinh f o r  one; t h e  
i n d i c a t i o n s  w e r e ,  I t o l d  Colonel  BARKER, t h a t  t h e  48th  
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were i n  t h e  a r e a  down there--and t h e  movement, personnel ,  
so  f o r t h ,  t h a t  we had t a l k e d  t o ,  they were down t h e r e .  
And I told--

a .  ( In te rpos ing)  May I i n t e r r u p t .  When you say 
down there--down where? 

A. My Lai ,  sir.  I 'm s o r r y ,  i n  t h a t  genera l  a rea .  

Q- D o  you s e e  what I am g e t t i n g  at--whether you 
a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  whole a r e a  a s  My Lai  o r  a r e  you 
t a l k i n g  about My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A. Well, s i r ,  w e  t a l k e d  about t h e  a r e a  more than 
we t a l k e d  about t h e  s p e c i f i c  v i l l a g e .  We f e l t  t h a t  t h e  
v i l l a g e  of  My La i  ( 4 )  was where t h e  command group and a t  
l e a s t  two companies were. That was t h e  i n d i c a t i o n  we 
had from i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s .  

Q- What s t r e n g t h  would you--dia you i n d i c a t e  what 
t h i s  s t r e n g t h  would be? 

A. We had had an opera t ion  t h e r e  sometime p r i o r  t o  
t h i s  and we had k i l l e d  q u i t e  a few Vie t  Cong. W e  considered 
those  t o  be o u t  o f  t h e  48th,  and t h e r e  a l s o  was one of t h e  
companies t h a t  was running about t h e r e  a l l  by i t s e l f .  

0. What do you c a l l  t h e  company? 

A. We had a des ignat ion  f o r  it. We had i n f o r -  
mation t h a t  it was t h e  90th o r  9 1 s t ,  something of  t h a t  n a t u r e .  
I t  was a l o c a l  company and sometimes t h e y ' r e  hooked up with 
t h e  48th.  The s t r u c t u r e  was never  r e a l l y  c u t  and c l e a r ,  I 
d i d  no t  f e e l .  We f e l t  t h a t  because of where t h e  command 
group was, t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n ,  VC B a t t a l i o n ,  had two 
companies t h e r e .  We felt--we decided t o  have t h e  opera t ion  
begin a t  MY Lai  4 , sir.  I informed t h e  companies 
t h a t  they  could expect  heavy r e s i s t a n c e  from my experience 
in t h e  a r e a .  That was about it, s i r .  

Q-. Explain what you mean by "my experience i n  t h e  
area"?  

A .  I have been i n  t h e  a rea .  When I speak of a rea ,  
I am n o t  speaking of My Lai .  I a m  speaking of t h e  whole 
P i n k v i l l e  a rea .  And I have been o u t  there--  
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l a s t .  

Q. What do you normal ly  c o n s i d e r  t h e  s t r e n g t h  of  a 
b a t t a l i o n ,  o f  a VC b a t t ~ l i o n ?  

A. W e l l ,  w e  run about  350,  maybe 380. 

Q. What d i d  you expec t  t h e  s t r e n g t h  t o  be  t h a t  
t hey  would encoun te r  i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  when you say  t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s  and two companies? 

A. The b e s t  I r e c a l l ,  it was ove r  200, s ir .  

Q. And you i n d i c a t e d  t o  them t h a t  t hey  cou ld  
expec t  s t r o n g  r e s i s t a n c e ?  

A. I d i d ,  s ir .  I was ve ry  d e f i n i t e  about  t h a t .  
Captain  MEDINA had n o t  had h i s  company, C h a r l i e  Company, 
i n  t h a t  a r e a  t h a t  we c a l l  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r ea .  The o t h e r  
companies had been i n  t h e r e ,  t h e  o t h e r  two companies. And 
Captain  MEDINA d i s c u s s e d  it  w i t h  me because I had person- 
a l l y  been t h e r e .  He was i n t e r e s t e d  and concerned about 
t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  h i s  men, and he  exp res sed  t h a t  t o  me. I 
t o l d  him t h a t  I had been t h e r e ,  and t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  w a s  very 
heavy t h e r e .  There were heavy weapons used,  r o c k e t s ,  and 
.51 c a l i b e r  machineguns. I s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  was no reason  
f o r  us t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  they  were n o t  going t o  use  i t  aga in ,  
i n c l u d i n g  mor t a r s ,  s ir .  

Q. You gave him q u i t e  a s t r o n g  p i c t u r e  a s  f a r  a s  
t h e  enemy r e s i s t a n c e  t h a t  t hey  would encounte r .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I d id .  

Q. Did you g i v e  him, i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  which you 
p re sen ted ,  d i d  you i n d i c a t e  any th ing  concerning t h e  
c i v i l i a n  popu la t ion?  

A. Yes, s i r .  The c i v i l i a n  popu la t ion  w a s  always 
a concern o f  Colonel  BARKER, as w e l l  a s  t h e  s t a f f  and t h e  
Commanders. The c i v i l i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  w a s  known t o  be  r a t h e r  
a c t i v e  sympath izers  w i t h  t h e  VC. The VC w a s  a l o c a l  unit. 
The VC came from t h e  f a m i l i e s .  There were mothers,  f a t h e r s  
and sons of  t h e  VC. The f a t h e r  w a s  a VC, and t h e  unc le  was 
a VC. They w e r e  n o t  people  who came down from t h e  n o r t h .  
I n  t h e  c i v i l i a n  popu la t ion  a r e a  t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  markets ,  
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l a r g e  marke ts ,  where a l l  t h e  people  would g a t h e r  each 
day,  where t h e  people  would go t o  g e t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  
t h a t  day. They had t o  go each day because they  had no 
r e f r i g e r a t i o n  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ,  and normal ly  i n  t h e  
morning from t h e  VC r e p o r t s  t h a t  I have hea rd ,  numerous 
r e p o r t s  from people  t h a t  I have p e r s o n a l l y  i n t e r r o g a t e d  
and t a l k e d  t o .  The people  would l eave  t o  go t o  t h e  
market i n  t h e  morning, and they  would l e a v e  about  7 
o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  morning o r  s o  and t h e n  they  would r e t u r n ,  
depending how f a r  it was. They would r e t u r n  a f t e r  t h e y  
bought t h e  food t h a t  t hey  had when they  r e t u r n e d .  Colonel  
BARKER had q u e r i e d  h i s  s t a f f  about a p r e p a r a t i o n  b e i n g  
f i r e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  p r i o r  t o  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  of  t h e  
t r o o p  s h i p s .  I t  w a s  a concensus o f  op in ion  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  
t h i n g  t o  do was t o  f i r e  a p rep  p r i o r  t o  t h e  a s s a u l t ,  and 
Colonel  BARKER s a i d  he  d i d  n o t  want t h a t  f i r e d .  H e  wanted 
it f i r e d  w i t h  a very  minimum o f  c i v i l i a n  pe r sonne l  i n  
t h e  a r ea .  He w a s  concerned about  t h a t .  I r e c a l l  ve ry  
d e f i n i t e l y  t h a t  on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  w e  d i d ,  and t h e  
p r e p  was f i r e d  from Upt ight .  

Q. Where was t h e  p r e p  t o  be f i r e d ?  

A. To be f i r e d ?  

Q- Yes. 

A. I t  was t o  be  f i r e d  a t  My La i  ( 4 ) ,  a t  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  Now, I cannot  s ay  f o r  s u r e  h e r e ,  b u t  it w a s  
c l ea red .  A l l  o u r  f i r e s  were c l e a r e d .  W e  had an a r t i l -
l e r y  o f f i c e r  t h e r e  who c l e a r e d  a l l  o u r  f i r e s ,  o u r  H & I  
f i r e s ,  each  evening  and c a l l e d  i n  c o o r d i n a t e s  f o r  t h e  
n e x t  day. 

Q What was tile s i z e  of  t h e  prep?  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  i t  was about a 4-minute p r e p  
wi th  a  105,  and I t h i n k  t h e y  f i r e d  over  1 0 0  rounds.  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. A r t i l l e r y  p i e c e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  And they  r e p o r t e d  t o  me t h a t  t hey  
had f i r e d  t h e  prep .  We asked them how many they  f i r e d ,  
and they s a i d  100-105, s ir .  
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Q* Were you p r e s e n t  a t  Upt igh t?  D i d  you have a 
pe r sona l  knowledge o f  t h e  number of  rounds f i r e d ?  

A. No, sir. That  i s  what w a s  r e p o r t e d  and what 
I r e c a l l ,  

Q Is it a l o g i c a l  assumption t h a t ,  because people 
go t o  market  e a r l y  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  a l l  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  would 
be o u t  o f  My L a i  ( 4 )  by t h e  t ime t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
prep would be  f i r e d ?  

A. Not a l l ,  s i r .  It  c o u l d n ' t  have been a l l  o f  
them. I d o n ' t  be l ieve- -

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was any c o n s i d e r a t i o n  be ing
given t o  c h i l d r e n ,  bab ie s?  Was any c o n s i d e r a t i o n  g iven  
t o  p regnant  women? Was any c o n s i d e r a t i o n  g iven  t o  o l d  
men who might be i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  who would n o t  be  going 
t o  market? 

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  g iven ,  
sir. Yes, sir. 

Q- Who gave i t ?  

- A. Colone l  BARKER, I am s u r e ,  gave it some. And 
I know it passed  my mind, and I ,t h i n k  it passed  everyone ' s  
mind. 

Q. Were t h e r e  d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h i s  My La i  
( 4 )  area, bunkers?  

A. I do n o t  know, s i r ,  because I never  walked i n  
My L a i  ( 4 )  a s  I remember. 

Q. I a m  speaking  t o  you as t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
o f f i c e r .  

A. Yes, sir. There were bunker networks r e p o r t e d  
t h e r e ,  s ir .  They w e r e  observed from t h e  a i r .  There w e r e  
t unne l s .  There were e x t e n s i v e  de fenses .  I t  w a s  a w e l l  
Prepared a r e a ,  ve ry  w e l l  p repared .  

Q- Where w a s  t h e  c l e a r a n c e  o b t a i n e d  t o  p u t  a r t i l -
l e q  f i r e  on t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I do n o t  know, sir.  
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Q *  Where would i t  normally be ob ta ined?  

A. Br igade,  s i r .  

Q. Was t h e r e  any requi rement  t o  check w i t h  p rov ince  
o r  d i s t r i c t ?  

A. We had an a r t i l l e r y  o f f i c e r ,  a c a p t a i n ,  who d i d  
a l l  t h i s ,  and w e  never  g o t  i n t o  h i s  work t o o  much. I 
unders tand  t h a t  o c c a s i o n a l l y  w e  would c a l l .  I have hea rd  
him c a l l  Son Tinh and t a l k  about  f i r e s  i n  t h e  area. What 
they  t a l k e d  about ,  I am n o t  s u r e .  

Q. You a r e  n o t  f a m i l i a r ,  t hen ,  w i t h  t h e  procedures
f o r  t h e  c l e a r a n c e  o f  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  

A. N O ,  s i r ,  I a m  n o t .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e
b r i e f i n g  which you gave t h e  commanders o r  which might  have 
been g iven  t h e  commanders by Colonel  BARKER? 

A. No, b u t  may I make a s t a t emen t  o r  t r y  and c l a r i f y  
something? Our b r i e f i n g s  were n o t  conducted in - - I  do  no t  
know what k i n d  o f  atmosphere you would c a l l  it. We d i d  n o t  -
j u s t  s i t  down and t a k e  o u r  notebooks o u t ,  and Colone l  BARKER 
would j u s t  s t a r t  t a l k i n g .  Colonel  BARKER would t a l k  t o  us f o r  . 
5 minutes.  Then he would jump on t h e  r a d i o  o r  something,  
and w e  would s i t  around,  and p r e t t y  soon he would come back 
and t a l k  aga in .  And he  would say :  "KOTOUC, what do  you t h i n k  
about  t h i s ?  What i s  up he re?"  And I ' d  s ay :  "Here i s  t h e  
r e p o r t . "  The company commanders would l i s t e n ,  t h e n  h e  would 
go o u t s i d e ,  o r  go t o  h i s  own hootch and g e t  something,  and come 
back i n .  So w e  never  s a t  down and g o t  any th ing  formal ly .  I 
neve r  wrote  a  t h i n g  cn pape r ,  I never  used a t y p e w r i t e r  t h e  
whole t i m e  I was t h e r e .  W e  had a b s o l u t e l y  no a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
pe r sonne l .  I do n o t  know i f  h e  e v e r  made a w r i t t e n  o r d e r  o r  
a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t .  I s a w  him w r i t i n g  what appeared t o  be 
one,  one t ime ,  when he was working i n  h i s  q u a r t e r s .  There 
was no such t h i n g  a s  j u s t  s i t t i n g  down and g i v i n g  anybody a 
b r i e f i n g .  Th i s  was n o t  how t h e  c o l o n e l  wanted i t ,  and it 
was n o t  t h e  way it  was done. 

Q What you have j u s t  s t a t e d  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  no 
o p e r a t i o n  o r d e r ,  t h e r e  was no i n t e l l i g e n c e  a n a l y s i s ,  t h a t  
were prov ided  i n  any w r i t t e n  form? 

A. That  i s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I know o f .  I 
made no i n t e l l i g e n c e  i n  w r i t t e n  form, s i r .  
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Q. Were any i n s t r u c t i o n s  g iven  concerning t h e  
d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h e r e  w e r e .  Colonel  BARKER s a i d  he  
wanted t h e  a r e a  c l eaned  o u t ,  h e  wanted i t  n e u t r a l i z e d ,  
and he wanted t h e  b u i l d i n g s  knocked down. H e  wanted t h e  
hootches burned ,  and. he wanted t h e  t u n n e l s  f i l l e d  i n ,  
and then  he  wanted t h e  l i v e s t o c k  and ch ickens  run o f f ,  
k i l l e d ,  o r  des t royed .  Colonel  BARKER d i d  n o t  s a y  
anyth ing  about  k i l l i n g  any c i v i l i a n s ,  s i r ,  nor  d i d  I. 
He wanted t o  n e u t r a l i z e  t h e  a r e a .  

Q When d i d  he g i v e  t h e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. H e  t o l d  m e  t h i s  w a s  what w e  wanted t o  do he re .  
When it w a s ,  it was p r i o r  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  
it was t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e ,  o r  e a r l y  a f t e rnoon  b e f o r e ,  on 
15 March. 

Q- Had h e  o b t a i n e d  a u t h o r i t y  t o  do t h i s ?  

A. I do  n o t  know, sir.  I d i d  n o t  q u e s t i o n  h i s  
a u t h o r i t y  . 
Q- You were h i s  s t a f f  o f f i c e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I p e r s o n a l l y  d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h e r e  was 
anything wrong w i t h  what he s a i d ,  s ir .  

Q *  How many c i v i l i a n s  d i d  you e s t i m a t e  a t  t h e  t ime 
l i v e d  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  hamlet? 

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h a t  I d i d ,  sir. 

Q Were you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  b r iqade  o r d e r s  and 
t h e  d i v i s i o n  o r d e r s  concerning t h e  bu rn ing  and/or d e s t r u c -
t i o n  o f  a  v i l l a g e  o r  hamlet?  

A .  I am f a m i l i a r  w i th  Colonel  HENDERSON s a y i n g  
t h a t  when we q e t  through down t h e r e ,  t h e r e  would n o t  be any 
48th l e f t ,  o r  any p l a c e  f o r  them t o  l i v e .  

Q-. S p e c i f i c a l l y  what d i d  Colonel  HENDERSON say?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  o f  my r e c a l l ,  h e  s a i d  t h a t  when w e  
g e t  through w i t h  t h a t  48th  B a t t a l i o n ,  t hey  won ' t  be g i v i n g  
us any more t r o u b l e .  We're going t o  do them i n  once and f o r  
a l l .  I t h o u g h t ,  p e r s o n a l l y ,  t h a t  was a r e a l  f i n e  t h i n g  
to say.  

-
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Q* Did h e  g i v e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  burn t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, sir .  

Q. To d e s t r o y  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge. 

Q- Who had a u t h o r i t y  a t  t h e  t ime t o  g i v e  an o r d e r  
o r  t o  approve a d i r e c t i v e  t o  burn a v i l l a g e  o r  t o  d e s t r o y  
i t ?  

A. (Witness c o n s u l t s  w i th  counse l . )  I n  a l l  hones ty ,  
I do n o t  know, s i r .  I can n o t  remember. I took o r d e r s  from 
Colonel  BARKER; t h e  ones  he gave I accep ted  as a l e g a l  
o r d e r ,  and t h a t  i s  t h e  way it  w a s .  

Q. You d i d  n o t  accep t  t h i s  a s  an i l l e g a l  o r d e r ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q- I would l i k e  you t o  aga in  s t a t e ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  
your a b i l i t y ,  what Colonel  BARKER s a i d  t h a t  you would do 
wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Colonel  BARKER s a i d  he wanted t h e  d e f e n s i v e  
p o s i t i o n s  d e s t r o y e d ,  t h e  bunkers ,  and t h e  t r e n c h  work, and 
t h e  t u n n e l s ,  i f  w e  could f i n d  them. He wanted t h e  hootches  
knocked down, and i n  a c a s e  where t h e y  could  burn them t o  
burn them up. He wanted t h e  l i v e s t o c k  and ch i ckens  t o  be  
run o f f ,  o r  e l s e  d e s t r o y  them. Run them o f f  and g e t  them 
o u t  of t h e  a r e a .  

Q Did he  say  any th ing  about  t h e  w e l l s ,  t h e  wate r?  

A. No, s i r ,  he  d e f i n i t e l y  d i d  n o t .  C ~ l o n e lBARKER 
never  d i d  s a y  anyth ing  about  p o l l u t i n g  w e l l s ,  o r  t o  do any-
t h i n g  w i t h  t h e  w e l l s ,  n o t  t o  my knowledge. I never  heard  
him say anyth ing  about  t h a t .  

Q- Did he  say  anyth ing  about  d e s t r u c t i o n  .of 
o t h e r  v i l l a g e s  i n  l a t e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. He spoke i n  g e n e r a l  terms,  and f r a n k l y ,  t h e  
v i l l a g e  My L a i  ( 4 )  was n o t  g iven  a  whole lot--we d i d  n o t  
t a l k  c o n s t a n t l y  about  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  The o p e r a t i o n  was n o t  
f o r  My L a i  ( 4 )  p e r  s e .  I t  was f o r  t h e  a r e a  t h e r e .  The 
reason we went t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  was because t h a t  i s  where 
w e  thought  t h e  headqua r t e r s  and t h e  two b a t t a l i o n s  were. 
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They were t o  sweep through and move, and as  my memory se rves  
me, they moved through t h e  nor th-nor theas t .  There would be 
a blocking company up t h e r e .  The i d e a  was t h a t  anything 
t h a t  could be used i n  t h e  defens ive  p o s i t i o n  o r  blocking 
p o s i t i o n  t o  g ive  a i d  and cover was t o  be destroyed.  

Q- What t i m e  of  day on t h e  15 th  were those  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  i s sued?  

A. The planning phase went a l l  day, s i r .  There 
were d i f f e r e n t  changes. Changes came up, smal l  changes, 
d i scuss ions  dur ing  t h a t  day, a l l  day long. When he gave 
t h e  f i n a l  s i t  down, I do n o t  have any idea .  I do n o t  
r eca l l - -

Q =  ( In te rpos ing)  I am th ink ing  about t h e  s p e c i f i c  
poin t .  When d i d  he t e l l  them t o  des t roy  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t o  pu t  
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep on it and t o  des t roy  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

I C :  I a m  going t o  o b j e c t .  Captain KOTOUC has s t a t e d  
t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  h i s  memory what happened-- 

10: ( In te rpos ing)  You can counsel him, 
p r e f e r  t h a t  you n o t  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  d i scuss ion .  
counsel him a t  any time. 

b u t  
You may 

I would 

A. Frankly,  s i r ,  I can no t  remember. 

Q. Who else was p r e s e n t ,  o r  do you r e c a l l  anybody 
e l s e  being p r e s e n t  when t h e s e  o rde r s  o r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  were 
issued? 

A. Major CALHOUN worked i t  up on t h e  board,  on t h e  
ops board. Where t h e  L Z ' s  were going t o  be ,  t h e  placement 
of t roops ,  normal S3 type.  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e  c a p t a i n ,  I 
can no t  th ink  of  h i s  name, an a r t i l l e r y  c a p t a i n ,  was normally 
t h e r e  o r  c l o s e  by, because we were i n  a TOC t h a t  was about 20 
f e e t ,  normally 22  f e e t  long,  and t h e  depth of it was 1 0  t o  11 
f e e t ,  I suppose, with a  s l a n t i n g  c e i l i n g .  I t  was a very smal l  
TOC. Except f o r  Colonel BARKER'S radio--when Colonel BARKER 
t a lked  t o  us,  most of  t h e  time i t  would be i n s i d e  t h a t  TOC. 

. A  	Sergeant JOHNSON was normally i n  t h e  TOC, he was t h e  S3 
sergeant  t h e r e ,  and an a r t i l l e r y  cap ta in .  

Q- The a r t i l l e r y  cap ta in ,  he was what you normally 
refer t o  a s  a l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ?  He was n o t  t h e  b a t t e r y  
commander from Uptight ,  then? 

A. No, s i r ,  he was our  l i a i s o n  with our  a r t i l l e r y .  
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Q. Do you r e c a l l  h i s  name? 

A. I am t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  o f  it, b u t  I do n o t .  A 
Spanish name--I should  know, b u t  it j u s t  e scapes  me. 

Q- Does t h e  name VAZQUEZ mean any th ing  t o  you? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h a t  i s  it. 

Q - There i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  Cap ta in  
VAZQUEZ was p r e s e n t  when t h i s  w a s  d i s cus sed?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I ' d  s ay  yes  because h i s  workshop 
sa t  r i g h t  t h e r e .  You could reach  o u t  and p u t  your  hand 
on him. Tha t  i s  where h i s  shop was a t .  He had a l i t t l e  
r a d i o  and shop i n  t h e r e .  I t  i s  very  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e c a l l .  
I t  i s  n o t  t h e  on ly  o p e r a t i o n  we p u l l e d .  

Q - W e  unders tand  t h i s  has  been sometime ago, and 
it i s  ve ry  d i f f i c u l t  when one o p e r a t i o n  runs  i n t o  another .  
This  i s  why we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  g ive  you a s  much background 
and s o  f o r t h  and g i v e  you s u f f i c i e n t  t i m e ,  s o  t h a t  you can 
r e c a l l  some o f  t h e s e  d e t a i l s .  

COL MILLER: When t h i s  b r i e f i n g  was g iven  by Colonel  
BARKER, w e r e  t h e  i n f a n t r y  company commanders t h e r e  a l s o ?  

A. Colonel  BARKER would t a l k  t o  Major CALHOUN 
o r  t a l k  t o  myself .  Then he  would c a l l  t h e  companies and 
t a l k  t o  them and then  t h e y ' d  l e a v e .  And then  w e ' d  t a l k  
some more, we 'd  come back and t a l k  some more. I do  n o t  
want t o  g i v e  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  i t  was a  haphazard t h i n g .  
I t  i s  j u s t  t h e  way i t  was done, and it worked o u t  r e a l  f i n e  
f o r  everybody. 

Q. The p o i n t  of  my i n q u i r y  was- -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I am s o r r y ,  s i r ,  I c a n ' t  s ay  
e x a c t l y  who w a s  t h e r e  and what w a s  s a i d  and when. I j u s t  
do n o t  know. 

Q - Were, t o  t h e  b e s t  of  your  knowledge, Captain  
MEDINA and Capta in  MICHLES, o r  any o f  t h e  o t h e r  command- 
e r s  t h e r e  when Colonel  BARKER was g i v i n g  t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  
i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. Colonel  BARKER always made a p o i n t  t o  t a l k  t o  
t h e  commanders concerning t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  and g i v e  them an 
abb rev ia t ed  o r d e r  o r  f i e l d  o rde r .  
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MR MACCRATE : Were t h e  company commanders given t o  under- 
s t a n d  t h a t  t h e y  had a chance t o  encounte r  t h e  48th vc Bat-
t a l i o n  i n  and around My La i?  Were they  g iven  t o  unders tand 
t h a t  t hey  had a chance t o  t r a p  t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n  i n  MY 
La i  and around t h e r e ?  

A. Tha t  was t h e  hope o f  t h e  whole t h i n g ,  t h a t  w e  
could g e t  them i n t o  t h e r e ,  p inch them i n ,  and do b a t t l e  
w i th  them r i g h t  t h e r e ,  and t h a t  MICHLES1 company would be  
i n  a  p o s i t i o n  where t h e y  cou ld  n o t  g e t  away i f  t hey  r an .  
They would j u s t  t a k e  o f f ,  t hey  would s c a t t e r  t o  t h e  winds. 
I t  was t h e  whole p i c t u r e  t h a t  we could  suck them i n ,  p inch 
them i n ,  and d e s t r o y  them. 

MR WEST: I n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  p l a n s ,  you planned t o  
d e s t r o y  t h e  b a s e  o f  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  and around My L a i  ( 4 ) .
Could t h a t  have been given i n  such t e r m s  t h a t  t h e  company 
commanders g o t  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h i s  should  i n c l u d e  t h a t  p a r t  
of  t h e  c i v i l i a n  popu la t ion  which suppor ted  the VC? 

A. To do away w i t h  them, s i r ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. No, I do n o t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  s ir .  I t  c e r t a i n l y  
wasn' t--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I unders tand  you t e s t i f i e d  t h i s  
c e r t a i n l y  w a s  n o t  s a i d  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

A. S i r ,  I do n o t  t h i n k  i t  w a s  i n f e r r e d ,  s i r .  

Q. Inc luded  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o r d e r ,  were t h e r e  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s ,  s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  t o  watch o u t  f o r  them t h e  b e s t  
you cou ld ,  and t o  see t h a t  no harm came t o  noncombatant c i v i l -  
i a n s .  Was t h a t  d i s c u s s e d  on t h e  15 th?  

A. S i r ,  I do n o t  t h i n k  i t  was r e f e r r e d  t o ,  sir.  

COL WILSON: Did you go aboard a  h e l i c o p t e r  on t h e  1 5 t h  
wi th  Colonel  BARKER, Capta in  MEDINA,  and c a p t a i n  MICHLES, 
f o r  a reconna issance  of t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. I have t o  t h i n k ,  sir.  W e  d i d  it a l l  t h e  t ime.  
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Q. Thi s  would have been on t h e  day b e f o r e  t h e  opera- 
t i o n ,  f l y i n g  o v e r  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  complex? 

A. I say  t h a t  t h e r e  was a r e a l  good chance t h a t  
I d i d ,  because I went o u t  p r a c t i c a l l y  every  morning b e f o r e  
an o p e r a t i o n ,  and I am s u r e  I must have gone w i t h  them. 
I do n o t  know if it was wi th  t h o s e  people  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  
Sometimes Colonel  BARKER would t a k e  up myself and t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n .  Sometimes he would t a k e  up t h e  commanders 
wi th  him i n  h i s  command s h i p .  I a m  s u r e  I went ove r  t h a t  
a r e a  t h a t  day.  A s  I r e c a l l ,  when I t a l k e d  t o  him, we w e r e  
d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  LZ and what cover  it might a f f o r d  t h e  enemy. 
I am s u r e  t h a t  I was on t h e  chopper w i t h  him t h a t  day. 
Whether I was t h e r e  w i t h  a l l  t hose  f e l l o w s ,  I cannot  r e c a l l .  
Normally, w e  d i d  n o t  have t h a t  many a t  one t ime on one 
chopper. 

Q- Was t h e r e  any d i s c u s s i o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e  about  
a r t i l l e r y  and ground concen t r a t i on?  

A. There was q u i t e  a  b i t  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  and Colonel  ' 

BARKER took q u i t e  a w h i l e ,  n o t  q u i t e  a  w h i l e ,  b u t  he gave 
a l o t  of  thought  t o  t h e  p rep .  H e  was t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  
t h e  b e s t  p l a c e s  t o  f i r e  h i s  p rep .  I cannot  t e l l  what w a s  
going through h i s  mind, b u t  I am s u r e  he  was t r y i n g  t o  
f i g u r e  o u t  t h e  b e s t  p l a c e s  t o  f i r e  h i s  p rep .  Because I 
know t h e  conve r sa t ion  was made wi th  Captain  VAZQUEZ--was 
made wi th  someone. 

Q- You were w i t h ' t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  as I unders tand  
it, 2 weeks. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. S i r ,  1 ' d  s a y ,  f r a n k l y ,  t h e  d a t e s  escape  me. 

When d i d  you come i n  count ry?  

A. T h i r d  of February,  s i r ,  and I s p e n t  1 0  days 
t r y i n g  t o  g e t  up n o r t h .  I had t o  go t o  a s choo l  f o r  ano the r  
6 days.  I t  w a s  probably 18  days.  I am s u r e ,  i n  my own . 

mind, t h a t  it was between 20 and 26-27 February 1968 when I 
a r r i v e d  t h e r e .  

COL WILSON: Did you have any p rev ious  background o f  i n -
t e l l i g e n c e  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ?  

/ 
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A. I w a s  t h e r e  i n  196.2 as an a d v i s o r  t o  an ARVN 
u n i t .  I w a s  a t  Quang Ngai C i t y ,  sou th  o f  Quang Ngai and 
toward t h e  mountains t o  t h e  w e s t ,  a p l a c e  c a l l  Binh T r a i ,  
and a l s o  a p l a c e  c a l l e d  Duc Pho, where t h e  b r i g a d e  was a t  
t h i s  time. The a d v i s o r  group w a s  k ind  o f  l o o s e  and we 
t r a v e l e d  a l l  o v e r  t h e  a r e a  and went d r i v i n g  through t h e  
province.  I had d r i v e n  up t h e r e  because ,  i f  I a m  n o t  
mis taken,  I went swimming up t h e r e  one day. 

Q- Did you f e e l  t h a t  you had adequate  t ime from your  
a r r i v a l  and your  movement t o  t h i s  a r e a  t o  make an adequate 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  assessment?  

A. W e l l ,  I never  made an i n t e l l i g e n c e  assessment  j u s t  
on in fo rma t ion  o f  my own. I 'would a l s o  coo rd ina t e  w i th  t h e  
b r igade ,  w i th  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE. I t a l k e d  t o  him on numerous 
occas ions .  I a l s o  t a l k e d  t o  t h e  M I  people  on numerous oc-
cas ions .  I f e e l  probably t h a t  I d i d .  

Q. Once aga in ,  was t h e  o p e r a t i o n  h e r e  a t  t h i s  t ime 
conceived by Task Force Barker  o r  t h e  11 th  Brigade? 

A. I t h i n k  it  was conceived by Colonel  BARKER. I 
a m  n o t  s u r e ,  b u t  I t h i n k  so .  

MR WALSH: What were t h e  c i rcumstances  under which Colonel  
HENDERSON s a i d :  "When w e  g e t  through wi th  t h e  48 th ,  t hey  won ' t  
g ive  us any more t r o u b l e . "  

A. That  w a s  s a i d  on ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  on 16 March when 
he came up t h e r e .  I r e c a l l  him s a y i n g  it. I can on ly  say  
t h a t  I hope t h a t  was t h e  t ime ,  because I saw Colonel  HENDERSON 
on numerous occas ions .  To t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge, I r e -
member him s a y i n g  t h a t  t hey  were going t o  do t h e  48th i n .  
That was o u r  job t h a t  day.  We a l l  thought  t h a t  was o u r  job 
t h a t  day, t o  do  t h e  48th i n .  I t h i n k  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON, 
I am almost  sure--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g ) .  Was i t  b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  had 
commenced? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Was i t  whi l e  t h e  opera t ion- -  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The o p e r a t i o n  had a l r e a d y  been 
going on. 
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I 0 : Did Colonel  HENDERSON come up t o  LZ D o t t i e  t o  
t a l k  t o  t h e  commanders i n  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  opera- 
t i o n  beginning? 

A .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  him doing  t h a t ,  s i r .  I would n o t  
s ay  h e  d i d n ' t ,  b u t  I do  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  him. I t h i n k  
General  LIPSCOMB w a s  about  t o  l e a v e .  H e  w a s  up t h e r e  w i t h  
General  LIPSCOMB when h e  s a i d  good-bye. I f  t hey  d i s c u s s e d  
i t  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  I do n o t  know. 

Q- I would l i k e  t o  q u a l i f y  one m a t t e r  on your  coun-
sel,  a l though  I do n o t  expec t  your  counse l  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s .  
A t  any t i m e  you s o  d e s i r e ,  you may seek  guidance and a s s i s t -  
ance from t h e  counse l ,  and he  i s  f r e e  t o  p rov ide  it  f o r  you. 
I want t h a t  c l a r i f i e d  because i t  w a s  n o t  my i n t e n t i o n ,  l i e u -
t e n a n t ,  t o  r u l e  you o u t  of  t h i s .  

WIT : I would l i k e  t o  t e l l  t h e  people  why I brought  
t h e  counse l  w i t h  m e .  The counse l  works f o r  me i n  an i n d i r e c t  
c a p a c i t y .  I d i s c u s s e d  t h e  t h i n g  w i t h  him, and i t  was d i s -
cussed  wi th  my commanding o f f i c e r  down t h e r e .  I have never  
been t o  one o f  t h e s e  b e f o r e ,  and h e  s a i d  t o  t a k e  t h e  counse l  
w i t h  me. So I brought  my counse l  w i t h  me. 

10: You a r e  f r e e  t o  have him. This  i s  your  r i g h t .  

Was any c o n s i d e r a t i o n  g i v e  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  who 
r e s i d e d  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I went o u t  there--  

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You went o u t  there -+?here?  

A. Out t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a r e a ,  and t a l k e d  t o  Cap ta in  
MEDINA. There were c i v i l i a n s  t h e r e .  There were a  bunch of 
c i v i l i a n s  s t a n d i n g  around,  and he r e p o r t e d .  I t  was a  normal 
procedure  f o r  Colonel  BARKER t o  send  me o u t ,  sometimes d u r i n g  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  and sometimes a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  t o  t a l k  t o  
t h e  c i v i l i a n s  and t r y  t o  g a t h e r  what i n t e l l i g e n c e  I could.  
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Q- W e  w i l l  come back t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n s .  But going
back t o  t h e  p l ann ing  s t a g e s ,  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  s t a g e s  o f  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n .  Were t h e r e  n o t  any c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  g iven  t o  t h e  
care and hand l ing  of t h e  c i v i l i a n s ?  I f  t h e  o r d e r  of  Colonel  
BARKER had j u s t  been i s s u e d  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  p l a c e ,  it would 
have been obvious  t h a t  you were going t o  have-- that  t h e r e  
was going t o  be a re fugee  problem o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  magnitude. 
Was any c o n s i d e r a t i o n  given t o  t h a t ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h e r e  was. I t  was an SOP f o r  t h e  u n i t  
(when c i v i l i a n s  were p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  i f  a f i g h t  was go-
i n g  on,  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  would be taken  and moved down t h e  
road ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e  t o  Quang Ngai C i ty .  W e  t o l d  them t o  p l e a s e  
g e t  o u t  o f  t h e  a r e a ,  and go down t o  Quang Ngai C i t y .  We had 
been t e l l i n g  t h o s e  people  f o r  a long  t i m e  t o  g e t  o u t  of 
t h e r e  and l i v e  i n  Quang Ngai C i t y  where t hey  had r e fugees  
p l a c e s .  I t  was a p o l i c y ,  and I p e r s o n a l l y  saw it happen 
when they  t a k e  t h e  people  and j u s t  move them through t h e  l i n e s  
and go down t h e  road.  Normally, w i t h  a l l  t h e  s h o o t i n g ,  t hey  
were s c a r e d ,  and they  would go on down t h e  road.  W e  d i d  n o t  
appo in t ,  and s a y :  "You t a k e  c i v i l i a n s  dowil t h e  road.  " W e  
d i d  n o t  do t h a t .  

Q- Were t h e r e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  i s s u e d  by Colonel  
BARKER o r  Colonel  CALHOUN, by your  S5  o r  anybody, t o  t a k e  
adequate p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  marching t h e s e  c i v i l i a n s  o u t  of 
t h e  a r e a ,  moving them down i n  an o r d e r l y  f a sh ion  t o  Quang 
Ngai C i t y ,  and a s s u r i n g  t h a t  t hey  w e r e  adequa te ly  c a r e d  f o r ?  

A. There w a s  n o t ,  because I brought  it up myself .  
I wanted t o  know what k ind  o f  r e l e a s e  p o i n t  t h e y  wanted 
f o r  t h e  c i v i l i a n  popu la t ion .  And they  s a i d  t o  do it l i k e  
normal ly ,  and move them down t h e  road.  

Q. Were t h e  c i v i l i ' a n s  a u t h o r i t i e s  a t  Quang Ngai C i t y  
n o t i f i e d  o f  t h i s ?  

A. I do n o t  know, sir. I d i d  n o t  n o t i f y  them. I 
do n o t  know i f  t hey  were o r  n o t .  

Q *  How many people  d i d  you have on t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
s t a f f ?  

A. One, a s e r g e a n t .  
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Q =  Sergean t  who? 

A. H i s  name e scapes  m e ,  too .  They had j u s t  t h e  
one s e r g e a n t  on t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  s t a f f ,  o f f  and on. The 
b r igade  would send  an M I  l i e u t e n a n t ,  and h e ' d  be t h e r e  
f o r  a few days ,  t hen  h e ' d  be  gone a month. 

Q. .Did you a l s o bhave some r a d i o  o p e r a t o r  t h e r e ,  
o t h e r  people  t o  handle  your  t e l ephones ,  comrnunications? 

A. Well ,  we had one young man. I can n o t  r e c a l l  
h i s  name. H e  w a s  a s p e c i a l i s t  f ou r .  He d i d  o u r  ma i l  and 
such a s  t h a t .  And Se rgean t  JOHNSON. And w e  had a s i g n a l  
o f f i c e r ,  a l i e u t e n a n t .  The l i e u t e n a n t  was a s i g n a l  o f f i c e r ,  
and he had a s e r g e a n t  and some linemen. I a m  s u r e  he  had ,  
t hey  changed c o n s t a n t l y ,  two o r  t h r e e  a t  t h e  most. The 
m a j o r i t y  of  t h e  r a d i o  t r a f f i c  w a s  handled by Major CALHOUN, 
p e r s o n a l l y .  The m a j o r i t y  o f  it was handled by Se rgean t  
JOHNSON--handled t h e  r a d i o  t r a f f i c .  A t  n i g h t  w e  had a 
c a p t a i n ,  h i s  name e scapes  m e ,  a l s o ,  who handled it  a t  n i g h t  
a long  w i t h  t h e  sergeant--24-hour type  t h i n g .  W e  d i d  n o t  
have any e n l i s t e d  pe r sonne l  o f  lower rank than  master ser-
gean t  t h a t  used t h e  r a d i o ,  

Q What were your  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  t h e  52nd M I  
Detachment? 

A. They gave m e  funds  for--when they  brought  i n  
exp los ives  and t h i n g s  l i k e  that--pay o f f .  I would go and 
t a l k  t o  them about  t h a t ,  and they would g i v e  me my funds and 
I would s i g n  f o r  them. They handled some of  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  
t h a t  we s e n t  back.  I t h i n k  probably a l l  o f  them, a c t u a l l y .  
I have been down and t a l k e d  t o  t h e  M I  people  a t  b r igade  
headqua r t e r s ,  Duc Pho, on d i f f e r e n t  occas ions .  I 'd t a k e  
t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  whom I had. But my i n t e r p r e t e r ,  a Vie t -
namese boy, w a s  p a i d  through them somehow o r  ~ t h e r .  

Q The Vietnamese worked d i r e c t l y  f o r  you? 

A. The Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r  was r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  m e .  

Q Coming down t o  t h e  t ime o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  I would 
l i k e  you t o  t e l l  u s ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of your  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h e  
r e p o r t s  t h a t  were corning ba.ck i n  from t h e  combat a s s a u l t  of 
C / 1 / 2 0 .  

(KOTOUC ) 20 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-8 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A .  The morning o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  I went t o  t h e  TOC 
and l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  r a d i o  t o  s e e  how t h i n g s  were going.  I 
guess everyone w a s  t h e r e ,  l i k e  I s a i d .  They w e r e  always 
t h e r e  because they  wanted t o  f i n d  o u t  how t h i n g s  were go-
ing .  The LZ were marked--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  May I s t o p  you h e r e  j u s t  t o  ask 
you ano the r  q u e s t i o n ?  How f a r  was t h e  LZ from t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
and i n  what d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  500, maybe 1,000 me te r s ,  it i s  very 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  recal l .  I r e c a l l  t h e  LZ be ing  sou th  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  and maybe a l i t t l e  west .  

Q. I can c l a r i f y  t h i s  l a t e r  on an a e r i a l  photo  which I 
w i l l  b e  going t o  anyway. Proceed w i t h  your  s t o r y .  

A. The morning of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  I went t o  t h e  TOC 
t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  r e p o r t s ,  and w e  had everybody tuned  i n  s o  
w e  could moni tor  t h e  whole t h i n g .  They went i n .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  
they  had a "co ld"  LZ , and everyone w a s  happy. That  i s  
what w e  wanted. But t h e n ,  j u s t  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h a t ,  t hey  had 
a  "ho t "  L Z ,  had some f i r e .  I could  h e a r  it on t h e  r a d i o  a s  
they  were t a l k i n g  about it. 

Q- Could you t e l l  o v e r  t h e  r a d i o  whether  i t  w a s  
f r i e n d l y  f i r e  o r  h o s t i l e  f i r e ?  

A. I recal l  t h a t  t hey  s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  were r e c e i v i n g
f i r e ,  s o  I assumed, someone w a s  s h o o t i n g  a t  o u r  u n i t .  They 
were t a l k i n g  about  t h e  gunships .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  gunsh ips t  
job w a s  t o  s c r e e n .  I t h i n k  it was a s c r e e n i n g  miss ion i m -
p l i e d  o r  g iven  t o  t h e  gunsh ips ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t a r g e t s  o f  op- 
p o r t u n i t y ,  which was normal. 

Q- A r e  you r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  gunships t h a t  e s c o r t e d  
t h e  combat a s s a u l t ?  

A. I have thought  about  t h i s  an awful l o t ,  and I be-
l i e v e  t h e  gunships  were t h e r e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  a s s a u l t .  I do 
n o t  know i f  t hey  were what w e  would t e r m  a s  e s c o r t .  I am 
s u r e  t h e y  were i n  t h e  a r e a  a t  t h e  t ime t h e  a s s a u l t  took p l a c e .  
I have been t h i n k i n g  about t h i s ,  and i t  j u s t  s t r i k e s  me t h a t  
t h a t  i s  t h e  way it was. 

Q- Do you know who t h e  f l i g h t  l e a d e r  was? 
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A. No, s ir .  I do n o t  even know whom t h e  gunships  
came from. I thought  it was probably--I  asked Major CALHOUN 
when I g o t  h e r e ,  and I d i d  n o t  g e t  an answer o u t  o f  him. 

Q- Were you f a m i l i a r  w i th  any aero-scouts  be ing  
i n  t h e  area o f  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Aero-scouts? We had S k e e t e r ,  a l i t t l e  bubble ,  
i f  t h a t  i s  what you mean. H e  would f l y  around and p i c k  
o u t  t a r g e t s  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  us ,  p ick  o u t  movement such 
a s  t h a t ,  sir.  S k e e t e r  w a s  t h e r e  t h a t  day. 

Q - Were you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  any o p e r a t i o n  away from 
t h e  immediate a r e a  o f  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  H i l l  
85, s o u t h e a s t  o f  t h e r e ,  hav ing  t o  do wi th  some mor ta r  
rounds? 

A. I remember H i l l  8 5 ,  and I remember w e  used t o  
have a l o t  of  t r o u b l e  t h e r e .  When w e  g o t  mor ta r  f i r e  on 
one of  o u r  u n i t s ,  i t  always seemed t h a t  i t  was coming from 
H i l l  85. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  day t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  something--
I do n o t  know--One day they  s a i d  t h a t  40 mor ta rs  were on 85 ,  
and w e  thought  they  had caught  t h e  t r o o p s .  I t  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be  
40  mor ta r  rounds.  If t h a t  was t h e  same day o r  n o t ,  I do 
n o t  know. But 85 w a s  an enemy h i l l .  

Q- Proceed w i t h  your  s t o r y  a s  f a r  a s  a f t e r  you had 
landed.  I want t o  know what i n fo rma t ion  you r e c e i v e d  back 
i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s  concern ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

A. They w e r e  s ay ing  t h e r e  was running--going o u t  o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  There w a s  p e r i o d i c  E i r i n g  on t h e  r a d i o .  I do 
n o t  know whose f i r e  it was, j u s t  p e r i o d i c  f i r e ,  though.  I t  
was--they were moving i n  and r e p l a c i n g  u n i t s .  You could  
h e a r  them say :  "Move ove r ;  g e t  ove r ,  y o u ' r e  t o o  f a r  r i g h t ;  
t o o  f a r  l e f t .  " You could h e a r  t h l n g s  l i k e  t h a t ,  I t  r e a l l y  
w a s n ' t  a  ve ry  e x c i t i n g  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  morning. 

Q- Were t h e r e  any r e f e r e n c e s  t o  c i v i l i a n s  l e a v i n g  
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, s ir .  They s a i d  t h e r e  w e r e  people  running  
o u t  of  t h e  o t h e r  end,  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t .  
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Q - Refresh your  memory. I show you t h e  l o g  o f  
t h e  America1 ~ i v i s i o n .  This  i s  E x h i b i t  M-6 which shows 
you t h e  e n t r i e s  i n  t h e i r  l o g  from t h e  b r i g a d e ,  which had 
been t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  them from Task Force Barker .  

I would l i k e  you t o  review t h e  l o g  down t o  t h e  
i tems checked i n  r e d ,  t o  page t h r e e ,  p l e a s e .  

A. Some o f  them I r e c a l l ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  n a t u r e  of 
them, yes .  I have never  seen t h i s  document, o f  cou r se .  From 
t h e s e  e n t r i e s  I r e c a l l - - I  s e e  something t h a t  I d i d  n o t  r e c a l l .  
Somehow I g o t  it i n t o  my head t h a t  MICHLES was walking o u t  
t h e r e ,  was p u t  o u t  t h e r e  and walking i n t o  an a r e a .  But ,  I do 
n o t  know. I remembered, a s  I s a i d ,  t h e  gunships  were t a l k i n g  
about t a k i n g  t a r g e t s  of  o p p o r t u n i t y  and t h i s  i s  p r e t t y  
w e l l  about  what t h a t  i s .  The 69 count  I n o t i c e d  h e r e ,  s i r ,  
i t e m  2 8 .  A t  0 9 4 0  C h a r l i e  Company r e p o r t e d  69 VC k i l l e d  i n  
a c t i o n  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  There was a r e p a r t  
b u t  t h e  numbers--I do n o t  recall  i f  6 9  was t h e  number o r  n o t .  
I assume it was. I t  i s  h e r e .  There w a s  a r e p o r t ,  b u t  I was 
n o t  aware t h a t  it w a s  q u i t e  t h a t  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning. But 
i t  may have been,  s i r .  There i s  n o t h i n g  t h e r e  t h a t  I could 
d i s p u t e .  I do recognize  some o f  t h o s e  t h i n g s  from t h e  re-
p o r t s  t h a t  were coming i n .  I t  a l s o  shou ld  be no ted  t h a t  
t h e r e  were a l o t  o f  r e p o r t s  coming i n ,  and some o f  them were 
logged and some of them were n o t  because of  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  
r e p o r t .  I do n o t  s ay  they  w e r e  cove r ing  any r e p o r t s  up, b u t  
t h e  r e p o r t  was n o t  impor tan t  enough t o  l o g .  They were ask-
i n g  f o r  a d i f f e r e n t - - w h a t ' s  t h a t ,  w h a t ' s  t h i s ,  where ' s  t h a t ,  
where ' s  t h i s ?  They had no th ing  t o  do-- 

Q =  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Would you c o n s i d e r  t h o s e  r e p o r t s  
t o  be  d e f i n i t e  r e p o r t s ,  where t hey  would g i v e  you p o s i t i v e  
i n fo rma t ion  and s o  on. 
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A. They were n o t  d i r e c t e d  t o  us ,  s o  I do no t  r e c a l l .  
I th ink  n o t  because we t r i e d  t o  monitor t h e  b e s t  w e  could 
all the r ad ios  and a l l  t h e  "pushes" t h a t  were be ing  opera ted  
during t h a t  per iod .  

Q - That f i g u r e  of 6 9 ,  o r  whatever t h e  f i g u r e  might  
be, d i d  t h a t  seem an unusual number of VC t o  be k i l l e d  by an 
a r t i l l e r y  prep? 

A. N o ,  s ir .  A n d  t h e  reason I say no i s  because w e  
had two companies t h e r e  p l u s  t h e  headquar ters ,  And w e  hoped 
we were going t o  ca tch  them t h a t  morning. W e  w e r e  going t o  
ca tch  them f l a t f o o t e d ,  s o  t o  speak, and I th ink  everyone was 
r a t h e r  e l a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  some go t t en  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  

0 - W i l l  you cont inue wi th  your s t o r y ,  l e a d i n g  up t o  
your going i n  t o  s e e  Captain MEDIMA? 

A. W e  spen t  p a r t  of t h e  day t h e r e  a t  D o t t i e ,  I d i d ,  
i n  and o u t  of  t h e  TOC. I had a duty t o  do, and it seemed t o  
be  going a long p r e t t y  much l i k e  t h e  colonel  wanted them t o  go. 
H e  was happy, s o  I--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Was he  i n  t h e  TOC? 

A. H e  w a s  using t h e  TOC. A n d  he had a r a d i o  i n  h i s  
hootch where he could monitor. He could a l s o  break i n  and 
t a l k  from h i s  hootch, which was e i g h t  s t e p s  from t h e  south 
end of t h e  TOC. 

Q. During t h i s  opera t ion  was he i n  t h e  TOC o r  i n  
h i s  hootch? Was he a i rborne?  

A. S i r ,  I th ink  he was a l l  t h r e e ,  a t  one time o r  
o t h e r ,  dur ing  t h i s  per iod .  

Q Who c o n t r o l l e d  the  combat a s s a u l t ?  

A,  Major CALHOUN, I guess ,  i f  I understood t h e  
- 71ques  t io i l  iorrecLiy . curler1 Lile sixips were on t h e  ground, he 

would log t h e  time and a l l  t h a t .  

Q o  Yes? 
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A. I do  n o t  know. I do n o t  remember i f - -

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Normally, you have a commanding
o f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  and you have a f l i g h t  l e a d e r .  
The f l i g h t  l e a d e r  i s  from t h e  a v i a t i o n  u n i t .  My q u e s t i o n  
i s  who was t h e  commander o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  morning? 

A. S i r ,  I t h i n k  Colonel  BARKER went o u t  i n  h i s  C&C. 
I t h i n k  h e  d i d .  To t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge, h e  d i d .  

Q- When were you wi th  Captain  MEDINA? 

A. That  w a s  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon .  

Q. What t ime i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon?  

A. I t  w a s  a f t e r  1500, s i r ,  sometime a f t e r  1500. I t  
was l i g h t .  I t  w a s  1500, 1530. A s  I r e c a l l ,  it was 1600. I t  
was about  t h e  t i m e  w e  s t a r t e d  to - - for  him t o  go t o  t h i s  defen-
s i v e  p o s i t i o n .  

Q Had h e  l i n k e d  up w i t h  B/4/3 a t  t h a t  t ime? Did 
you see Cap ta in  MICHLES? 

A. No, I cannot  remember s e e i n g  o r  t a l k i n g  t o  Cap-
t a i n  MICHLES t h a t  day. Whether t hey  had l i n k e d  up, I was n o t  
aware o f  it. They may have,  b u t  I do n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  
MICHLES t h a t  day. 

Q e  T h i s  was s u f f i c i e n t l y  l a t e  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon .  How-
e v e r ,  they  had complete ly  pas sed  My L a i  ( 4 )  and were p r e t t y  
w e l l  e i t h e r  i n  o r  n e a r  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a r e a .  Had t h e y  s topped  
f o r  t h e  a f t e rnoon?  

A. W e  w e r e  going t o  bunker ou r  men i n  t h a t  a r ea .  

Q- Now then ,  t e l l  m e  what e l s e  you can about  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  and t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  coming o u t  o f  My La i  ( 4 ) .  

A .  There was a r e p o r t  from S k e e t e r ,  from t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t .  The r e p o r t ,  and I cannot quo te  i t  verba t im,  was some-
t h i n g  ab0u.t someone g e t t i n g  s h o t  w i t h  a machinegun. "Looks l i k e  
t hey  a r e  s h o o t i n g  them w i t h  a machinegun. Someone i s  going a c r o s s  
t h e  road and i s  g e t t i n g  s h o t  w i t h  a machinegun." The h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t ,  whoever he was, s a i d  something l i k e :  "He d o e s n ' t  have a 
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weapon, " o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  Major CALHOUN g o t  t h e  
r e p o r t ,  and he  g o t  hold  of  both Captain MEDINA and Captain 
MICHLES, and I am s u r e  he t a l k e d  t o  both commanders, a l -
most p o s i t i v e ,  and he t o l d  them: "Make s u r e  w e  a r e  n o t  
shoot ing  anyone t h a t  i s  n o t  necessary.  L e t ' s  n o t  be k i l l -
i n g  any c i v i l i a n s  o u t  t h e r e .  " They "rogered" t h e  r e p o r t .  

Q. Did you h e a r  them "roger"  t h e  r e p o r t ?  

A. I heard MEDINA " roger"  t h e  r e p o r t .  That w a s  t h e  
l a s t  I heard of anything l i k e  t h a t  going on. 

Q =  Did you hea r  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  be ing  i s s u e d  con-
cerning burning of any houses, hootches,  o r  t h e  l i k e ?  

A. No. Colonel BARKER, s a i d  something about being 
very caut ious  about t h e  people i n  t h e  a rea .  We d i d  n o t  an-
t i c i p a t e  any, and he s a i d  sonething about t h a t  and he was, 
I th ink ,  I do n o t  know i f  he t a l k e d  on t h e  r a d i o  o r  what 
he d i d ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  "Don 't burn anything down," o r  
anything l i k e  t h a t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  being s a i d .  

Q. Did you e v e r  hea r  Colonel HENDERSON i n s t r u c t  
Colonel BARKER t o  s t o p  burning, o r  ~ a j o rCALHOUN o r  anybody 
i s s u e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  s t o p  burning t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No. I f  I d i d ,  I ' v e  fo rgo t t en  it. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
i t  a t  a l l .  

Q = Did you g e t  any i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  from t h e  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of an o l d  man conducted by Captain MEDINA 
and h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I know o f .  

Q I n t e l l i g e n c e  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  had been 
about 40 VC i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  but  they had departed e a r l y  i n  
t h e  morning? 

A. S i r ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l .  I could we l l  have, bu t  I 
do no t  r e c a l l  i t .  We yo-t a l o t  of reports l i k e  t h a t  on a 
l o t  of  opera t ions .  

Q - When you v i s i t e d  cap ta in  M E D I N A ,  n o r t h e a s t  of 
My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  what r e p o r t  d id  he give you a t  t h a t  time? 
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A. I g o t  o f f  t h e  s h i p  and went ove r  t o  t a l k  t o  
c a p t a i n  MEDINA. There w a s  some Vietnamese t h e r e ,  k ind  o f  
s i t t i n g  by themselves .  There was a guard s t a n d i n g  by them. 
These were a l l  men between t h e  ages  o f  30 and ,  maybe, 50 . 
When they  are o l d  i t  i s  ha rd  f o r  me t e l l  how ~ l d  t o  t hey  
are, a f t e r  t h e y  g e t  p a s t  4 0 .  I went o v e r  and asked them 
how t h i n g s  w e r e  going,  and he  s a i d  p r e t t y  good. H e  s a i d :  
"Did you g e t  t h a t  r e p o r t  about  s h o o t i n g  t h a t  c i v i l i a n ? "  
I s a i d  t h a t  I had heard  t h a t .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  he  was 
concerned about  i t ,  what t hey  thought  o r  w h a t ' s  t h e  op in ion .  
And I s a i d  t h a t  when he  had gone through t h e  v i l l a g e - - I  
asked him how it was, and he s a i d  it had been t o r n  up p r e t t y  
bad by r o c k e t  f i r e  o r  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  h e  d i d  n o t  know which. 

a - What k i n d  of bodies?  

A. J u s t  Vietnamese. And h e  asked m e :  "Do you 
know t h e  c o l o n e l  wanted me t o  go back i n " ?  I s a i d :  "Yes, 
I had hea rd . "  When I s a i d  c o l o n e l ,  I meant Colonel  HENDERSON. 
Colonel  HENDERSON t o l d  MEDINA,  I c a n ' t  quo te  it b u t  I 
can ~ i v eyou t h e  subs t ance ,  t o  yo Sack i n  and gc through 
t h e  v i l l a g e  because  it was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was somebody 
k i l l e d .  I want you t o  go back i n  t h e r e  and t o  s t a r t  
count ing  b o d i e s ,  and I want you t o  s t a r t  l i s t i n g  by male, 
and female.  And h e  wanted t h e  whole r e p o r t ,  s i r .  General  
KOSTER--

\ 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Who i s sued - -d id  Colonel  HENDERSON 
say t h a t  p e r s o n a l l y  t o  him o r  was-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  This  w a s  on o u r  r a d i o ,  s i r .  Colonel  
HENDERSON w a s  i n  a  h e l i c o p t e r .  I t  came ove r  t h e  r a d i o .  I 
was n o t  t h e r e .  I d i d  n o t  s e e  Colonel  HENDERSON, b u t  it came 
over  t h e  r a d i o .  

Q =  But you a r e  s u r e  it was Colonel  HENDERSON? 

A. I am s u r e  it w a s .  

Q - Could i t  have been Colonel  BARKER o r  Major CALHOUN? 

. A. N o ,  n o t  un l e s s  Major CALHOUN g o t  i n  on it  t o  con-
f i r m  t h a t  we had heard  it. 

Q- But i n  a l l  e v e n t s ,  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  whether  
i t  came from anyone of t h o s e  o r  anyone e lse ,  you heard  them 
say t o  r e t u r n ,  t o  make a count  o f  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  of  
a l l  c a s u a l t i e s ,  men, women, and c h i l d r e n ,  a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s ?  
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A. Right ,  sir.  It w a s  r i g h t  on t h e  a i r .  There w a s  
no one pass ing  no tes  around. It was r i g h t  on the bloody 
air.  And General KOSTER w a s  there--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Where? 

A. I n  a h e l i c o p t e r ,  sir.  And he,  General KOSTER, 
s a i d  no because o f  t h e  number of booby t r a p s  and t h e  mines. 
There were s t i l l  Char l i e s  running around i n  t h e  paddies ,  and 
they were s t i l l  g e t t i n g  s n i p e r  f i r e .  H e  j u s t  d i d n ' t  f e e l  
it was i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  of t h e  company t o  go i n  t h e r e .  . 

And he t o l d  them: "I j u s t  d o n ' t  want you t o  go back through 
t h e r e .  You have done a f i n e  job s o  f a r .  I d o n ' t  want you 
t o  go back down t h e r e  and s u b j e c t  yourselves t o  more danger 
f o r  apparent ly  no reason whatsoever, o r  very,  very minor 
reasons.  " And I asked Ernie  : "Well, d i d  you go back?" And 
he s a i d  no t  a f t e r  t h e  genera l  t o l d  him no t  t o  go back. 

Q - And d i d .  he go back? 

A. Not a f t e r  h e ' d  been t o l d  by t h e  genera l  n o t  t o  
go back. 

Q. When was he  given t h i s  order?  

A. I am s o r r y ,  s i r ,  I can not  r e c a l l  i f  it was t h e  
morning o r  t h e  af te rnoon.  He was t o l d ,  and I know he was 
t o l d ,  and I know t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON wanted him t o  go
look--

Q.  ( In te rpos ing)  Did you hear  Captain MEDINA o r  any-
one e l s e  o b j e c t  t o  such an o rde r  t o  r e t u r n  .to My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I th ink  t h a t  t h e  concensus of opinion,  by 
t h e  moans and groans around t h e  TOC,  was, "My God. They ' r e  
probably going t o  send him back i n  the re  again.  

Q.  I am not. asking t h a t .  I am asking whether you 
heard Captain MEDINA o r  somebody o b j e c t  t o  going back i n  
the re?  

A. No, and I d i d  not  hear  anyone ques t ion  t h e  order .  
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Q When you saw Captain  MEDINA t h e r e ,  d i d  he g i v e  
you o r  d i d  you ask f o r  any account  of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. I asked him about  how many he thought  he saw. 
I asked him t h a t .  I s a i d :  "How many a r e  i n  t h e r e ? "  He s a i d  
he d i d n ' t  know, 20 t o  25.  He s a i d  t h a t  some of them were blown 
up p r e t t y  bad,  I d i d  n o t  want t o  p i ck  them up and s t a r t  
count ing  them. I t h i n k  t h i s  was t h a t  day,  and t h i s  i s  what 
he t o l d  m e .  H e  a l s o  t o l d  me a t  t h e  t ime,  which was very 
w e l l  p u b l i c i z e d ,  about  shoo t ing  t h a t  woman. H e  t o l d  me 
about t h a t  day. I ' d  l i k e  t o  t e l l  t h e  board  t h a t  Capta in  
MEDINA was u p s e t  because h e  s h o t  t h e  woman, because he  f e l t  
a f t e rward  t h a t  i t  might have been a mis take.  H e  was j u s t  
upse t  about  it, about  shoo t ing  h e r .  

Q. Could he  have been u p s e t  about  something e l s e ?  

A. I f  t h e r e  was something going on, I would have 
found oug about  i t  i n  my own mind. I t a l k e d  t o  t h e  t r o o p s  
o u t  t h e r e .  I n  f a c t ,  I t h i n k  I gave one of d ~ e mmy pan t s  
because he  l o s t  h i s  on some barbed w i r e .  

Q Who e l s e  d i d  you t a l k  t o  o u t  t h e r e ?  Did you t a l k  
t o  L ieu tenan t  CALLEY? 

A. S i r ,  I do n o t  even know L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY. I 
wouldn ' t  know him i f  he walked i n t o  t h e  room r i g h t  now. 

Q. Did you t a l k  t o  anyone i n  t h e  1st P la toon  t h a t  
you know o f ?  

A. I t h i n k  n o t ,  s i r .  I d i d  n o t  know t h e  men i n  t h e  
company. I d i d  n o t  know them r e a l  w e l l .  I d i d  n o t  s i t  
around and v i s i t  w i t h  them. My main purpose ,  one o f  t h e  main 
purposes of going o u t  t h e r e ,  was to--Colonel  BARKER always 
wanted t o  know what t h e  de fens ive  p o s i t i o n s  were going t o  
be ,  and w e  would mark it on o u r  maps. I took my map o u t  
t h e r e  s o  E rn i e  could  show me how he was going t o  pu t  t h e  com-
pany i n  f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  We would w r i t e  it on t h e  map, and 
I would w r i t e  it on my map. I f  t h e  c o l o n e l  had any instrrzc-
t i o n s  w r i t t e n ,  he would send them wi th  m e .  That  was my 
main purpose i n  going o u t  t h e r e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  he had some 
c a p t i v e s  t h e r e ,  some p r i s o n e r s ,  and he  wanted m e  t o  come 
o u t  w i t h  my i n t e r p r e t e r  and t a l k  t o  them. 
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Q - Did you t a l k  t o  them? 

A. Y e s ,  I t a l k e d  t o  a few of  them. 

Q - Who was c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  p r i soners?  

A. Well, they were c o n t r o l l e d  by c a p t a i n  MEDINA's 
company. But t h e r e  was a se rgean t  o r  somebody s t and ing  
t h e r e  with a gun on them s o  t h a t  they would no t  run away. 
Also, t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e  were o u t  t h e r e .  

Q. Who c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce?  

A. Well, I took them o u t ,  bu t  I d i d  n o t  c o n t r o l  
them. They j u s t  h i t ched  a r i d e  with me i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  
and they wandered around t h e r e  t a l k i n g  with d i f f e r e n t  peo- 
p le .  One o f  t h e  Nat ional  Policemen might have been s e n i o r ,  
I do not  know, 

Q =  When you have an attachment from t h e  ARVN working 
wi th  t h e  u n i t ,  who was respons ib le?  

A. Senior  ARVN o f f i c e r s ,  sir. 

Q. Is t h e  ARVN respons ib le ,  o r  i s  a U.S. o f f i c e r  r e -
spons ib le?  

A. I t  i s  my understanding t h a t  t h e  s e n i o r  ARVN is 
respons ib le  f o r  h i s  personnel .  

Q- Did you e v e r  hea r  t h a t  p o i n t  discussed? 

A. I heard it discussed  many t imes.  I was an advisor  
f o r  a year. ?.kfiy t imes they t o l d  us :  "You d3 n o t  g ive  
ARVN orders .  " 

Q - But, t h i s  i s  an e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  than  
i n  an advisory capac i ty .  

A. I f  t h e r e  were ARW's under Captain M E D I N A ' s  com-
mand, o r  Colonel BARKER'S command, I do not  know about it, sir.  

a .  Was an American o f f i c e r  w i t h  them, o r  any ~ m e r i c a n  
e n l i s t e d  personnel?  
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w e r e  under Colonel GAVIN 's advisory s t a f f ,  t h e i r  conduct-- 
I know t h a t  t h e  co lone l  had mentioned t h e  conduct t o  Colonel 
GAVIN, and Colonel GAVIN t a l k e d  t o  h i s  s u p e r i o r  about t h e s e  
th ings  and t h e  Nat ional  Policemen. I w i l l  be completely 
honest.  I do n o t  know where they  f i t  i n  on t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  
I d i d  know.that they always seemed t o  be around, and t h a t  
t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce  who w e r e  o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  day came o u t  o f  
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  

Q. When you v i s i t e d  Captain MEDINA i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  
P i n k v i l l e ,  d i d  h e  g ive  you s t a t i s t i c s  as f a r  as t h e  opera- 
t i o n s  r e s u l t s ;  enemy k i l l e d ,  weapons captured ,  and f r i e n d l y  
k i l l e d ?  

A. I do n o t  b e l i e v e  so.  I d i d  n o t  go and ask him 
f o r  t h e  l i s t .  I do n o t  know what he  volunteered.  M e  d i d  
mention t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  and t h e  r o c k e t  f i r e  had 
t o r n  up some bodies .  He t o l d  me t h a t ,  and we were con-
cerned, because my i n t e r p r e t e r  asked one of t h e  Vietnamese 
t h e r e :  "Where a r e  t h e  VC?" The guy had s a i d  t h a t  most of  
them had run o u t  i n t o  t h e  surrounding r i c e  paddy area, 
and t h e  r i c e  a t  t h a t  time was very h igh .  They could g e t  
down and h i d e  i n  it wi thout  t o o  much t r o u b l e .  And Captain 
PmDINA asked me, a t  t h a t  time: " I  am concerned about 
t h e  s a f e t y  o f  t h e  t roops  f o r  t h e  evening and f o r  over- 
n i g h t  s t a y  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  because we know t h e r e  a r e  a l o t  o f  
them out  t h e r e .  We ran o u t  a l o t  of them. We d i d  no t  g e t  
those.  " So we considered p r imar i ly  t h e s e  s p e c i f i c  ques t ions ,  
and what defens ive  measure might be taken t o  avoid a t t a c k  
t h a t  n igh t  on t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s .  

Q* You i n d i c a t e d  you t a l k e d  t o  some o t h e r  people 
t h e r e  from t h e  company. 

A. I s a i d  h e l l o  t o  them. I do no t  know anyone e l s e  
i n  t h a t  company, s i r ,  except  MEDINA.  I knew h i s  XO, 
who was a t  Chu Lai  a t  t h a t  t ime,  and t h e  f i r s t  s e rgean t .  
Lieutenant  CALLEY, I do not  r e c a l l .  

Q- Was h i s  f i r s t  s e rgean t  with Captain MEDINA t h a t  
day, o r  do you r e c a l l ?  

A. I do n o t  be l i eve  he was. I t  was normal f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  s e rgean t  t o  remain e i t h e r  a t  LZ ~ o t t i eo r  up a t  Chu L a i  
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and handle  t h e  supply  end,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  end,  o f  t h e  com-
pany h imse l f .  I do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  Capta in  MEDINA had an 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  f o r c e  t h e r e  a t  LZ D o t t i e  o r  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
s e c t i o n .  

Q. D i d  you s e e  o r  h e a r  any d i s c u s s i o n  between Colonel  
HENDERSON and Colonel  BARKER e i t h e r  t h a t  day,  o r  t h e  n e x t  day,  
o r  t h e  fo l lowing  day, 16 ,  1 7 ,  o r  18 ,  concern ing  c i v i l i a n  
c a s u a l t i e s  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t .  I can a l s o  s ta te  t h a t  when 
Colonel  HENDERSON came o u t  t h e r e ,  I normal ly  l e f t  t h e  TOC, 
because h e  wanted t o  t a l k  t o  Colonel  BARKER. I f  he wanted 
t o  t a l k  t o  m e ,  h e  t o l d  m e  t o  s t a y .  I s l i p p e d  o u t  as a m a t -
t e r  of  c o u r t e s y .  

Q. Did you s e e  General  YOUNG d u r i n g  t h a t  pe r iod?  
General  YOUNG, t h e  ADC o f  t h e  America1 Div i s ion ,  d i d  you 
s e e  him a t  LZ D o t t i e  d u r i n g  t h i s  pe r iod?  

A. I s a w  t h e  g e n e r a l  come i n  o c c a s i o n a l l y .  I t  must 
have been c l o s e  t o  t h a t  p e r i o d  when General  RYDER was t h e  
ADC. I t h i n k  it was General  RYDER who was ve ry  h e l p f u l  i n  
g e t t i n g  s u p p l i e s .  He came down once i n  a  wh i l e  and t a l k e d  
t o  Colonel  BARKER. And General  KOSTER came by on s e v e r a l  
occas ions .  

Q. I a m  t a l k i n g  about  t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  days ,  1 6 ,  
17,  and 18? 

A. S i r ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l  whether  t hey  w e r e  o r  w e r e  
no t  t h e r e  d u r i n g  t h a t  pe r iod .  

Q o  
 You d i d  n o t  h e a r  any conve r sa t ion ,  p o s s i b l y  between 
Colonel  BARKER and any o t h e r  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s ,  concerning t h e  
k i l l i n g  o f  noncombatants i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  a r e a  d u r i n g  t h i s  
per iod?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I d i d  no t .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1214 hour s ,  6 December 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1336 hour s ,  6  December 
1969 .) 
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I0: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: A l l  persons p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  recessed  
a r e  again present .  

(The wi tness ,  CPT KOTOUC, w a s  r e c a l l e d  and re-
minded that  he w a s  s t i l l  under oa th . )  

10: J u s t  b e f o r e  we recessed ,  Captain KOTOUC, w e  were 
d i scuss ing  p o s s i b l e  v i s i t s  and/or d iscuss ions  between Colonel 
BARKER wi th  General YOUNG o r  General KOSTER, a t  LZ Dot t i e  or  
elsewhere concerning any p o s s i b l e  o r  unusual a c t i v i t i e s  a t  
My La i  ( 4 )  . We had p r e t t y  w e l l  f i n i s h e d  t h a t .  When t h i s  
opera t ion  had terminated,  d i d  you rece ive  any r e p o r t  f r o m  
Lieutenant  JOHNSON? 

A. S i r ,  I have been th inking  about it over  t h e  lunch 
hour, and Lieutenant  J O H N S O N ,  I hones t ly  say t h a t  I cannot 
r e c a l l  him being t h e r e .  I f  he was t h e r e ,  t h e  only p o s s i b l i t y  
t h a t  I know of where JOHNSON might have been, might have 
been with MICHLES' company. Like I s a i d  be fo re ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l  
seeing him t h a t  day. Lieutenant  J O H N S O N  d i d  n o t  make re-
p o r t s  t o  me; he r epor ted  t o  h i s  boss down a t  Duc Pho. I do 
n o t  remember Lieutenant  J O H N S O N  speaking t o  me concerning 
the  opera t ions .  

Q- Who was t h e  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r ?  

A.  There was a s e n i o r  o f f i c e r .  I met him once o r  
twice. He was a cap ta in  down the re .  

Q- Could it have been Captain FLETCHER? 

A. S i r ,  I know t h a t  name Captain FLETCHER, b u t  I am 
no t  s u r e  whether it was t h i s  man o r  not .  

(The I 0  handed the  witness  Exhib i t s  P-2 through P-25.) 

10: These photos were repor ted  t o  have been taken 
by a s p e c i a l i s t  by the  name of HAEBERLE, who was from the  I0 
s e c t i o n ,  the  information s e c t i o n ,  of t h e  br igade .  I w i l l  
show you these  photos and ask i f  you have seen  any of 
these  photos p r i o r  t o  t h e  time you departed t h e  br igade  i n  
South Vietnam. 

A. (Witness examines photos .) No, s i r ,  I have never seen 
any of these  photos.  This one he re ,  I have no t  eve r  seen any 
of these  be fo re ;  I do n o t  even recognize anyone here .  
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Q- These are photos  t h a t  were taken  by P I0  s e c t i o n  . . 

of t h e  b r i g a d e ,  personne l  from t h a t  s e c t i o n .  Did they nor-
mally p rov ide  you wi th  photos  t h a t  they took i n  t h e  course  
of an o p e r a t i o n ,  p rov ide  such photos  t o  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ?  

A .  No, s i r .  I n  f a c t ,  I cannot  r e c a l l  one t ime when 
I w a s  e v e r  shown any photos .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  we had PI0  
coverage,  s o  t o  speak,  on any of t h e  o p e r a t i o n s .  I d o n ' t  re-
c a l l  it e v e r  be ing  a p o l i c y  t h e r e .  

Q Do you know whether t h e  r e p o r t e r  and t h e  photo-
grapher  were t h e r e  working under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  t h e  
b r igade  commander, o r  whether they were o p e r a t i n g  under t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  b r igade  and s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  PI0  s e c t i o n ?  

A .  I do n o t  know, s i r .  They w e r e n ' t  d i s c u s s e d  i n  
t he  p lanning  t o  my knowledge. 

Q I w i l l  show you ano the r  set of  photos  which have 
been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  as E x h i b i t s  P-26 through P - 4 2 ,  
and I would ask i f  you have seen  any of  t h e s e  photos  p r i o r  
t o  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you d e p a r t e d  South Vietnam. 

A. (Witness reviews pho tos . )  I have seen  t h e s e  
two photos ,  b u t  I am s u r e  it has  been s i n c e  I have been 
back i n  t h e  S t a t e s  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  numbers 32 and 33) . But 
I was n o t  shown any photo wh i l e  I was i n  Vietnam, i n  t he  
br igade  o r  e l sewhere ,  f o r  any k ind  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  

' a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ,  s i r .  P o s s i b l y ,  I d o n ' t  know whether 
you want me t o  say  t h i s  o r  n o t ,  b u t  I s e e  a man h e r e  who 
resembles L ieu tenan t  JOHNSON ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  photo  P-36) . The 
s o l d i e r  i n  the background ( p o i n t i n g  t o  t o p  f i g u r e  i n  photo-
graph)  . 

. . ; MR WEST: The t o p  f i g u r e  i n  t h e  photograph? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t o p  f i g u r e  i n  photograph number P-36. 

10:  Then n e i t h e r  of  t h e  sets of photos  t h a t  w e  have 
, shown you, t h e  e x h i b i t s ,  none o f  t h e s e  photos  d i d  you s e e  

i n  South Vietnam dur ing  t h e  t i m e  you were t h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t .  

Q . Refe r r ing  back t o  photo P-21, can you i d e n t i f y  
the Vietnamese i n  t h e  p i c t u r e ?  
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A. The s o l d i e r ,  s i r ?  

Q Y e s .  

A. I can d e f i n i t e l y  s t a t e  t h a t  it w a s  my i n t e r p r e t e r ,  
t h a t  it w a s  Capta in  MEDINA's  i n t e r p r e t e r .  I knew Captain  
M E D I N A ' s  i n t e r p r e t e r  very w e l l .  H e  used t o  g i v e  m e  c l a s s e s  
i n  Vietnamese. I recall  an i n t e r p r e t e r  who worked o u t  of 
t h e  M I ;  I t h i n k  it w a s  from t h e  M I .  L i e u t e n a n t  JOHNSON had 
him wi th  him once i n  a whi le ,  and he somewhat resembles  t h i s  
man because of  t h e  g l a s s e s .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  name of  Capta in  MEDINA's i n t e r -
p r e t e r ?  

A. H e  came from Saigon.  Sergeant--mine w a s  MINH, 
PHO--I am s o r r y ,  sir.  

COL WILSON: Could it have been PHU, s p e l l e d  P-H-U? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  probably c l o s e .  

10: With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  d i d .  you e v e r  
hea r  of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  i n i t i a t e d  by Colonel  HENDER-
SON o r  Colonel  BARKER of t h e  i n c i d e n t  which took p l a c e  a t  
My L a i  ( 4 )  on 16 March 1968? 

A. No, s i r ,  I h a v e n ' t .  There was no i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
conducted by anyone. I heard down t h e r e  from f r i e n d s  of  
mine a t  b r igade  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  when I went down t h e r e  on 
d i f f e r e n t  occas ions .  And they s a i d  tha t - - they  mentioned 
t h a t  t h e r e  were some q u e s t i o n  about some a c t s  of k i l l i n g  
-some c i v i l i a n s  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  day. This  w a s  i n  t h e  
course  of  having a  b e e r  w i th  someone. We would d i s c u s s  t h i s .  
They were j u s t  rumors. They asked m e  i f  I knew about  it, 
and I had n o t  heard a  t h i n g  about  it myself .  I knew t h a t  
it was common knowledge w i t h i n  t h e  b r igade  t h a t  t h e r e  were 
some people  t h a t  s a i d ,  t h i s  is going t o  sound a l i t t l e  b i t  
s t r a n g e ,  I hope it i s  understood t h e  way I mean i t ,  we w e r e  
g e t t i n g  our  body count  o f f  c i v i l i a n s .  And. I say t h a t  
because our  body count  was h ighe r  t han  any o t h e r  u n i t  i n  
t h e  br igade .  I t h i n k  t h a t  a l l  t h e  m i l i t a r y  pe r sonne l  are 
aware of t h i s .  There i s  q u i t e  a b i t  of compet i t ion  i n  t h e  
m i l i t a r y .  The body count  i n  1968 was p a r t  of t h a t  competi-
t i o n .  I t h i n k  t h a t  i s  p r e t t y  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  as  t r u e .  
I d i smissed  it by say ing  such t h i n g s  t h a t  i f  you g e t  t h e r e  
and f i n d  C h a r l i e ,  you would probably g e t  a few y o u r s e l f .  
I t  i s  j u s t  a m a t t e r  of  d i s c u s s i o n .  But I know t h a t  some-
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one had mentioned i t ,  and I have never  been t a l k e d  t o .  I was 
never--nor w a s  any th ing  done. We never  d i s c u s s e d  March 16 
or  anyth ing  t h a t  happened on t h a t  day.  

Q Did you e v e r  s e e  a p i e c e  of paper  o r  2 card  
which  had a breakdown of  t h e  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  r e s u l t i n g  
from t h e  My La i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  o f  1 6  March 1968? 

I A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  any th ing ,  s i r .  The only t ime 
I have s e e n  any c a s u a l t i e s  i n  w r i t i n g ,  it w a s  p u t  on t h e  casu-
a l t y  board i n  t h e  TOC. I d i d  n o t  s e e  any c a r d .  There was 
a l o g  k e p t  i n  my S2. The s e r g e a n t  k e p t  a l o g  and he made 
t h e  e n t r i e s  because he was i n  t h e  TOC. He would l i s t e n  
t o  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  coming forward,  and he would make t h e s e  
e n t r i e s .  Sometimes I would s e e  t h e  l o g ,  and sometimes I d i d  
no t  g e t  t o  s e e  t h e  l og .  But I would come back b e f o r e  t h e  l o g  
was s e n t  forward,  and i f  t h e r e  was any th ing  p e r t i n e n t ,  t hey '  d 
t e l l  me. But,  I do n o t  r e c a l l  any th ing  about  i t  myself .  

Q You made one s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  your  l o g  was s e n t  f o r -
ward. Sen t  forward t o  whom? 

A. I gues s ,  b r igade .  That  i s  where we send them.- I do n o t  know what we d i d  wi th  them. 

Q Did you n o t  r e t a i n  f i l e  c o p i e s  of your  log? 

A. I would l i k e  t o  say t h a t  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of 
Task Force Barker was less t h a n  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  I r ead  t h e  
f i l e  o v e r ,  and he would p o i n t  o u t  t h i n g s  on it t h a t  were 
impor tan t  when he was i n  t h e r e .  

Q Did you keep an i n t e l l i g e n c e  l o g  and an 
o p e r a t i o n s  log?  

A. Not i n  a s t r i c t  sense ,  no, s i r .  

Q. You a t  no t i m e  saw o r  p repared  o r  have any 
knowledge whatsoever of some 3-by-5 ca rds  which had 
a breakdown of t h e  k ind  of i n fo rma t ion  which Colonel  HENDER-
SON had r eques t ed  from Capta in  MEDINA when he o rde red  t h e  
company back through My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A .  I am t r y i n g  t o  remember. S i r ,  t h e  way w e  kep t  
our  r e c o r d s  w a s - - I  am a f r a i d  I j u s t  cannot  r e c a l l ,  s ir .  
My s e r g e a n t  would know. 

10: May I have t h e  combat a c t i o n  r e p o r t ?  
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I have Exh ib i t  R-2, which i s  a combat a c t i o n  
r e p o r t  from Task Force Barker on 20 March. This  has  been 
en te red  i n t o  t h e  record.  I w i l l  show you it and ask you to  
review it, 

Have you e v e r  seen t h i s  r e p o r t  .before?  

A. N o ,  t h i s  is  t h e  f i r s t - -no ,  t h i s  is t h e  f i r s t  
knowledge t h a t  an a c t i o n  r e p o r t  was made. 

Q- W a s  your t a s k  fo rce  i n  t h e  h a b i t  o f  making af ter  
a c t i o n  r e p o r t s ?  

A. Colonel BARKER--I had observed Colonel BARKER 
w r i t i n g  what I thought  might have been an after a c t i o n  
r e p o r t ,  because he  w a s  using onionskin paper  and f i l l i n g  
i n  p o s i t i o n s  and s o  f o r t h .  Colonel BARKER had never  asked 
me  t o  h e l p  wi th  one, and I do n o t  know i f  he turned  them i n  
o r  not ,  sir. H e  never  asked me t o  cooperate  i n  any type 
of a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t ,  none whatsoever. I was n o t  aware 
i f  he turned  one i n  o r  not .  

Q. The only knowledge you have o f  any a f t e r  a c t i o n  
r e p o r t s ,  t hen ,  would be only t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you saw him a t  
one time prepar ing  an a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  He s a t  a t  h i s  desk i n  h i s  t r a i l e r ,  

Q Would you know of any p a r t i c u l a r  reason why t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  r e p o r t  was prepared? Had you heard any reques t  
t o  have such a r e p o r t ?  

A. I heard none, sir.  I was no t  asked f o r  my 
opinions o r  recommendations. 

Q. You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  r e p o r t ,  
dated 2 8  March, i n  paragraph 2 ,  covers t h e  time per iod  
from 0730 i n  t h e  morning t o  1800 hours on t h e  16th. Do 
you know t h e  f i r s t  d a y l i g h t  h o u r s  in the opera t ion?  
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A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I ' d  s ay  s o .  

Q. Do you know o f  any reason why t h e r e  i s  no 
mention h e r e  o f  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I do n o t .  

Q e  
 You w i l l  n o t i c e  page 3, paragraph 12 ,  d i s c u s s e s  
f r i e n d l y  and enemy l o s e s ,  and t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no mention of  
any c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. The 128 I r e c a l l  a s  t h e  f i g u r e  be ing  announced 
t h a t  n i g h t  on t h e  Armed Forces  Network. And I remember i t  
coming i n t o  t h e  TOC, t h a t  128. We were adding such casua l -  
t ies a s  t hey  were r e p o r t e d  by bo th  companies i n  t h e  f i e l d .  
I do n o t  r e c a l l  i n  my own mind, now, whether  o r  n o t  t h i s  was 
t h e  t o t a l  f i g u r e ,  o r  what k ind  of f i g u r e  t h i s  w a s .  I would 
no t  say  p o s i t i v e l y  t h a t  t h i s  would be a body count .  I would 
no t  know. Now, why t h e r e  i s  no c i v i l i a n s  l i s t e d  on t h e r e ,  
I have no i d e a .  I had no th ing  t o  do wi th  t h e  c o r r o b o r a t i o n  
of t h e  r e p o r t .  

Q. Did anybody i n  ypur  headqua r t e r s  a t t empt  t o  
ana lyze  t h e  r a t i o  between enemy K I A  o f  128 ,  and 3 
weapons cap tured?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h i s  was given some thought .  We had-- 
t h e r e  were o p e r a t i o n s  where we could  on ly  s ecu re  s e v e r a l  
weapons and no VC. There were o p e r a t i o n s  when w e  could g e t  
VC and i t  was ve ry  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  t h e  weapons w i t h  them. 
I f  I may draw a comparison, a f t e r  Colonel  BARKER l e f t  t h e  
t a s k  f o r c e ,  f o r  h i s  job down i n  Duc Pho, an i n t e r i m  p e r i o d  
be fo re  h e  came back wi th  4 / 3 ,  I was l e f t  up a t  D o t t i e  w i th  
Colonel  A D K I N S ,  who i s  commanding o f f i c e r  of  4/3. There 
was an o p e r a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h a t  t ime where t h e r e  were w e l l  over  
1 0 0  weapons o f  eve ry  type  imaginable  found,  and t h e r e  were 
2 VC. S i r ,  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  between t h e  number o f  weapons 
and b o d i e s ,  s o  t o  speak ,  t h e r e  j u s t  w a s n ' t  any l o g i c a l  ex-
p l a n a t i o n  w e  cou ld  assume. W e  had had i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s ,  
and I b e l i e v e  t h e s e  t o  be a c c u r a t e  and t r u e ,  where t h e  weapons 
were b u r i e d ,  dropped i n  r i c e  padd ie s ,  p u t  i n  r i v e r s .  The 
f i r s t  t h i n g  C h a r l i e  d i d  w i th  h i s  weapon w a s  g e t  r i d  of i t  
i f  it d i d  n o t  look l i k e  he  was going t o  be a b l e  t o  win. W e  
t r i e d  t o  s e a r c h  o u t .  There was probably 200  weapons o r  more 
i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  b u t  t o  f i n d  them i s  a b s o l u t e l y  imposs ib l e .  
That  p l a c e  i s  h e a v i l y  covered wi th  v e g e t a t i o n .  There were 
r i c e  paddies .  The r i c e  was ve ry  h igh .  The t u n n e l s  were 
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very deep and long,  and it was d i f f i c u l t  t o  f ind-- there were 
a m i l l i o n  and one p laces  t o  h ide  something i n  t h a t  p lace .  
The only way we could do it, t h i s  was even d iscussed ,  was 
t o  go i n  t h e r e  when t h e r e  was an opera t ion  such as t h i s ,  
a c l e a r  and des t roy  opera t ion ,  b r i n g  bu l ldoze r s  i n ,  and j u s t  
bul ldoze t h e  whole a rea .  To me it was l o g i c a l  b u t  disappoint ing 
t h a t  w e  d i d  no t  f i n d  any more weapons than  we d id .  I saw 
weapons l y i n g  on t h e  ground 2 o r  3 weeks be fo re  t h a t ,  and 
I saw them o u t  of my h e l i c o p t e r .  When we went t o  g e t  them, 
they were gone. 

Q. Well, with r e s p e c t  t o  2 VC K I A  and 100 weapons, 
I do no t  th ink  t h a t  i s  a very good c o r r e l a t i o n .  ~ e c a u s e -it 
i s  p r e t t y  obvious, it seems obvious,  t h a t  they  must have 
discovered a weapons cache. This is  q u i t e  a b i t  d i f f e r e n t  
than ind iv idua l  weapons. 

A. The t h i n g  t h a t  I am t r y i n g  t o  p o i n t  o u t ,  s ir ,  
i s  t h a t  it is the  opinion of a l l  t he  o f f i c e r s  i n  Task Force 
Barker, the ones t h a t  I knew up t h e r e ,  they were j u s t  awful ly 
lucky t o  g e t  the weapons along with Char l ie .  

Q But t h i s  d i s p a r i t y  of the  weapons i s s u e ,  and t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  r e p o r t s  were coming i n  t h a t  t h e r e  were VC casual -
t i e s ,  noncornbative c a s u a l t i e s ,  were never r e a l l y  pu t  togeth-
e r  and analyzed. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, t h a t  i s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r .  A s  f a r  a s  I was 
concerned, t h e  r e p o r t  from the  h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  someone was 
sho t  down was never d iscussed  with me a f t e r  t h a t  day. I n  
f a c t ,  it was no t  d iscussed  t o o  much i n  length  t h a t  day. 

Q ' What was your normal r a t i o  of enemy l o s s e s  t o  
f r i e n d l y  l o s s e s  goiilg a g a i n s t  s t rong  r e s i s t a n c e ?  

A. We had-- i t  i s  p r e t t y  h igh ,  s ir .  We had a l o t ;  
we used t o  keep it posted.  I am t r y i n g  t o  th ink  what it 
was--30 o r  more t o  1. I would l i k e  t o  be a b l e  t o  
t e l l  you e x a c t l y ,  bu t  I cannot r e c a l l .  

Q This shows 2 t o  1 2 0 ,  o r  1 t o  6 4 .  This caused 
undue alarm i n  t h i s  opera t ion ,  the  f r i e n d l y  l o s s e s  r e p o r t  i n  
paragraph 2?  
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A. To me, it d i d  n o t  appear  t o  be t h a t  bad,  t h e  
r a t i o  be ing ,  s h a l l  w e  s a y ,  unreasonable ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  
number of persons  t h a t  w e r e  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  p r e p a r c t i o n  p r i o r  
t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r i n g  of t h e  a r t i l l e r y .  I t  d i d  
n o t  seem t o  be t h a t  bad. I can say  t h a t  Colonel  BARKER was 
e l a t e d ,  and he tol'd me t h a t .  Of cou r se ,  we were a l s o  th ink-  
i n g  a  p o s i t i v e  frame of mind a t  t h e  t ime ,  and we were happy 
our  people  w e r e n ' t  k i l l e d ,  m u t i l a t e d ,  and wounded l i k e  they 
hadl  been i n  t h e  p a s t .  

Q- The e x a c t  reason why I aslted you t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  
you j u s t  s t a t e d ,  "Mut i la ted  l i k e  had happened i n  t h e  p a s t , "  
which would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  is  normal. 

A .  Not i n  ou r  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  I would say t h i s  i s  an 
e s t i m a t e .  Ninety p e r c e n t  of ou r  c a s u a l t i e s  were by mines 
and booby t r a p s ,  n o t  from enemy f i r e .  On some days--I know 

, 	 one day w e  l o s t  q u i t e  a few men, and we never  even saw one 
Viet~lamesethe whole day.  But we l o s t p e o p l e  o ~ t  Captainof 
MEDINA's  company t h a t  day i n  t h e  mine f i e ld .  I was unfor-
t u n a t e  t o  be o u t  wi th  them, w i t h  Colonel  BARKER i n  a h e l i -

-	 cop te r .  These people  were k i l l e d  i n  a c t i o n .  This  i s  p a r t  
of our  r a t i o ,  s i r .  

Q. Were you f a m i l i a r  wi th  any o t h e r - - l e t  me r eph rase  
t h a t .  A f t e r  t h e  f i l i n g  of t h e  combat a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t ,  
were you f a m i l i a r  wi th  any o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  may 
have been conducted.-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  With r e s p e c t  t o  March 1 6 ,  s i r ?  

Q Y e s .  

A. Again, a l l  I can say i s  t h a t  I was never  con-
t a c t e d  on an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  No one asked m e  my views,  my 
op in ions ,  o r  my knowledge. They j u s t  d i d  n o t  want t o  ask 
m e .  I t  was j u s t  never  d i s c u s s e d .  

Q . I have h e r e  ~ x h i b i t  R-1 ,  which r e f e r s  t o  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  d a t e d  2 4  A p r i l ,  by Colonel  HENDERSON, t h e  
br igade  commander. I ask you t o  review t h i s  document. 

.A. I have never  seen t h i s  r e p o r t  b e f o r e ,  s i r .  I 
might p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON d i d  n o t  t a l k  t o  m e ,  
as he l e f t  my name o u t  of it. 
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Q - You a r e  n o t  i nc luded  i n  paragraph 2 as b e i n g  in-
terviewed.  Did you have any knowledge tha t  such a r e p o r t  
w a s  b e i n g  prepared?  

A .  N o ,  s i r ,  I d i d  not .  

Q- Did you have any knowledge t h a t  such an i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  a s  t h i s  was under way? 

A. No, sir.  The f i r s t  t h i n g  I have known o f  any 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  when it made t h e  news media, which w a s  
a week and a h a l f  o r  s o  ago. I was somewhat shocked and 
dismayed by it. 

Q *  Do you c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t ,  as you see it, 
would be  a p roper  k ind  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  shou ld  be  con-
duc ted  i n  t h e  even t  of  an a t r o c i t y ?  

A. S i r ,  i f  I may say ,  I am n o t  s u r e  I am q u a l i f i e d  
t o  determine what s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  a r e  good and bad.  I mean 
t h a t  i n  a l l  hones ty  and s i n c e r i t y .  I do n o t  mean t o  be face-
t i o u s  i n  any way. I do n o t  know what I would have done i n  
t h e i r  p l a c e ,  had I had t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  was appa ren t ly  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  them and n o t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  me a t  t h e  time-- u n t i l  
now. I would have probably d i f f e r e d  i n  some r e s p e c t s ,  b u t  
I do n o t  know what I would have done. I would have s a t  
down and t a l k e d  t o  somecne who knew what he  w a s  doing.  

Q I r e f e r  you t o  t h e  f i r s t  i n c l o s u r e ,  d a t e d  1 4  
A p r i l .  Have you e v e r  s een  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  b e f o r e ?  

A. This  s t a t e m e n t ,  i t s e l f ,  I have never  s een .  I 
have seen  t h i n g s  t h a t  were s i m i l a r  t o  t h i s ,  propaganda 
l e a f l e t s  and s o  f o r t h .  

Q Only t h i s  p i e c e  of paper  he re .  I am n o t  t a l k i n g
about  t h a t .  

9. S i r ,  I have n o t  s een  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  h e r e  b e f o r e .  

Q Re fe r r ing  t o  I n c l o s u r e  2 ,  t h i s  is a t r a n s l a t i o n  
of  t h e  VC propaganda l e a f l e t  which was p u t  o u t  i n  t h e  a r e a .  
Have you seen  t h i s  b e f o r e ?  
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A. S i r ,  I have n o t  seen  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  one. I f  I 
. had,  I would have r e a d  t h e  f i r s t  two o r  t h r e e  l i n e s  and d i s -

missed it. There w a s  always s t u f f  l y i n g  on t h e  roads  and 
streets of t h i s  n a t u r e .  W e  would b r i n g  it i n ,  gn ove r  it. 
I do n o t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  s e e i n g  t h i s .  

Q I a m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  second paragraph from t h e  
t o p  of page 2 ,  which r e f e r s  t o  500 people .  

A. I never  saw t h a t  b e f o r e  i n  my l i f e ,  sir.  I can 
say wi thou t  any q u e s t i o n ,  I have never  seen  t h a t  b e f o r e  i n  
my l i f e .  

Q Do you know of any o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t h a t  may 
have been made e i t h e r  by U.S. o r  ARVN f o r c e s  of  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
of 1 6  March? 

No, s ir ,  I d o n ' t .  

9. To your  knovledge,  was Colonel  BARKER d i r e c t e d  
t o  conduct a formal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A .  Not t o  my knowledge. 

Q. D o  you have any knowledge of  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
by Colonel  TOAN, t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  2d ARVN 
Div i s ion?  

A. I have no knowledge of t h a t  e i t h e r ,  s i r .  

Q. O r  by Colonel  K H I E N ,  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  of Quang 
Ngai Province? 

A.  No, s i r .  

&. Did you have any i n t e l l i g e n c e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  you 
from U . S .  o r  ARVN f o r c e s  which may have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a t r o c i -
t i e s  o r  something unusual  had t aken  p l a c e  i n  My Lai  V i l l a g e  
on 16  March 1968  o t h e r  t han  what I have a l r e a d y  s t a t e d ,  t h e  
i n i t i a l  r e p o r t ?  

A. ' N O ,  s ir .  

Q. You had no knowledge of  any in fo rma t ion  coming 
from t h e  ARVN? 

A. No, s i r ,  I do n o t .  
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A. W e  would go down t h e r e  and t a l k  t o  Colonel  GAVIN. 
H e  was t h e  a d v i s o r  down t h e r e  and I must-- l ike t o  s t a t e  
now t h a t  a l o t  o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e  I r e c e i v e d  from Colonel  BARKER, 
because Colonel  BARKER t a l k e d  t o  Major GAVIN,  an3 he would 
come back and t e l l  me. Occas iona l ly ,  Major GAVIN would g ive  
me p i e c e s  of in format ion .  We would p o s t  t h o s e  on ou r  board 
and determine what t hey  meant. A l o t  o f  i n fo rma t ion  I g o t  
from Colonel  BARKER h i m s e l f ,  s i r ,  what he  r e c e i v e d  on h i s  
l i t t l e  t r i p s  around t h e  a r e a .  Occas iona l ly ,  Colonel  BLACK-
LEDGE would c a l l  m e  on t h e  phone o r  I would drop  down t o  s e e  
him. H e  would g i v e  me in format ion  then .  

.Q- Capta in  KOTOUC, I show you h e r e  E x h i b i t  M - 5 ,  
which i s  a memorandum from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  o f  Son Tinh,  
t o  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  o f  Quang Ngai Province ,  and ask you 
i f  you have e v e r  s een  t h i s  r e p o r t  i n  Eng l i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n  
be fo re?  

A. I have never  seen  t h , i s  b e f o r e ,  s i r .  

Q Going back t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of 
t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  do you know how many hamlets  were burned dur-
i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  ope ra t ion?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I know t h e r e  were some f i r e s  
because when I went down ove r  i n  t h e  chopper ,  I n o t i c e d  t h e  
smoke coming up from t h e  ground. Some o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  i n  
t h e  a r e a  were n o t  what you 'd  c a l l  r e l a t e d  t o  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s , ~  
l i k e  a farm h e r e ,  and maybe ove r  he re  a n o t h e r  farm o r  some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  I can on ly  g i v e  you an e s t i m a t e ,  sir.  I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  it  was a g r e a t  many. 

Q. Was t h i s  a p a r t  of your  o p e r a t i n g  procedures?  
I n  t h e  e v e n t  t h e y  d i d  t h i s ,  t h a t  they  would r e p o r t ?  

A. They would r e p o r t ,  t h e  comrqanders o f  each company. 
They would r e p o r t  any a c t i o n  t h a t  t hey  took i n  t h e  d e s t r u c -
t i o n  of  t h e  o f f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n s ,  b u i l d i n g s ,  o r  any th ing  e l s e ,  
o r  any o f  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  t h e r e  t h a t  might a i d  t h e  VC. Any-
t h i n g  they  des t royed  was t o  be r e p o r t e d  des t royed .  

Q. Was anyth ing  r e p o r t e d  t o  you d u r i n g  t h e  course  
of t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  3 t o  4 days ,  any a d d i t i o n a l  v i l l a g e s  and 
hamlets a s i d e  from My L a i  ( 4 )  such a s  My Khe (1), My Khe ( 3 ) ,  
o t h e r  v i l l a g e s  t o  t h e  sou thwes t  of  P i n k v i l l e  t h a t  w e r e  a l s o  
burned? 
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A. No, sir ,  d e f i n i t e l y  n o t .  

Q W a s  t h e r e  any account  o r  estimate as t o  t h e  number 
o f  animals  i n  t h e  My L a i  a r e a ,  My L a i ( 4 )  a.rea and o t h e r  a r e a s ,  
t h a t  w e r e  k i l l e d  du r ing  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge. 

Q. P i g s ,  wa te r  b u f f a l o ,  cattle--

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Not t o  my memory t h e r e  w a s  n o t .  I 
do n o t  recall  e v e r  s e e i n g  a r e p o r t  on t h a t - - l i v e s t o c k ,  fowl ,  
o r  animal.  

Q. I would l i k e  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  p e r i o d  immediately
preced ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and i s suance  of  o r d e r s .  You i n d i -
c a t e d  t h a t  p o s s i b l y  you had been on board t h e  a i rc raf t  t h e  
day Le fo re ,  o r  p o s s i b l y  2 days b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  with 
the  company ccrx-tanders t o  make a recon.  

A. There i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  of  t h a t .  

Q. I f  you w e r e  t o  f l y  sou th  of t h e  a rea- - to  r e f r e s h  
your  memory, would you r e c a l l  d i s c u s s i o n  concern ing  e x a c t l y  
where t h e  a r e a  w a s  l o c a t e d ?  Would you r e c a l l  such an  i n c i -
d e n t  i n  an a i r c r a f t ?  

A. W e l l ,  I recall  going up t h e  r i v e r ,  I recal l  t h a t  
very  we l l .  Now, I hope t h i s  i s  t h e  same one. I a m  n o t  s u r e .  
I r e c a l l  t h a t  because my map f e l l  o u t  t h e  door .  W e  c i r c l e d  
around t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a  of o p e r a t i o n s  and w e  went up t h e  
pen insu la ,  up n o r t h ,  and back down ( p o i n t i n g  t o  map). This  
was j u s t  an o v e r f l i g h t .  We d i d  look a t  a  church down t h e r e .  

Q Church o r  pagoda? 

A. Pagoda, I ' m  s o r r y ,  pagoda. And w e  f l ew back t o  
D o t t i e  i n  t h e  course  of ou r  recons .  I can d e f i n i t e l y  t e l l  
you t h a t  t h a t  was n o t  it. I do n o t  recal l - -what  I a m  t a l k -
i n g  about  i s  a la ter  o p e r a t i o n ,  w i th  MICHLES. I do n o t  
r e c a l l - -

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Do you r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n  p r i o r  
t o  t h a t  t ime p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  t h a t  i s  going t o  be  t h e  LZ,  
and t h a t  i s  going t o  b e  .here  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p rep  i s  going? 
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A. T h i s  i s  what we normally d i d ,  sir.  This  was a 
normal procedure  f o r  u s .  Now, whether i t  happened t h e  day 
be fo re  o r  2 days b e f o r e ,  o r  whether  it happened I do n o t  
remember. Although we d i d  it on numerous occas ions .  This  
w a s  SOP. We always went o u t  t o  look i n  o u r  own minds how 
t h i n g s  were s e t  up. I have no r ea son  t o  b e l i e v e  ii; was 
d i f f e r e n t  b e f o r e  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  I can n o t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i -
c a l l y  doing it. 

Q I f  you d i d n ' t  conduct  t h a t  f l i g h t ,  was i t  r e -
emphasized t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  was t o  be burned,  an imals  k i l l e d - -

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I doubt very  much i f  it was, s i r .  
I would s a y  so .  

Q You do n o t  know i f  you were on board t h a t  a i r p l a n e  
o r  n o t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  know. 

Q. I ' d  l i k e  you t o  r e s t a t e  once more your  i n t e r -
p r e t a t i o n  o f  what o r d e r s  were i s s u e d  t o  Capta in  MEDINA wi th  
r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  hamlet  of My L a i  ( 4 ) .  

A. Capta in  MEDINA was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  make an a s s a u l t  
L 

on My L a i ( 4 ) ,  and t h e r e  were o t h e r  o b j e c t i v e s  i n  mind. I do 
no t  know how t h a t  was d i scussed .  I t  was j u s t  a sweep opera-
t i o n .  He was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  t a k e  t h e  enemy under f i r e  and 
do b a t t l e  w i t h  him r i g h t  t h e r e ,  a s  Colonel  BARKER used t o  
say a l l  t h e  t ime ,  and t r y  t o  p r e s s  him i n t o  a p i n c e r s  oper-
a t i o n  i f  he cou ld ,  which d i d  n o t  prove o u t  t o  be  f a c t .  He 
t o l d  him t o  d e s t r o y  such f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  o r  o t h e r  f a c i l i t i e s ,  
t o  i n c l u d e  l i v e s t o c k ,  which might g i v e  a i d  and comfort  t o  
t h e  enemy. I t  was n o t  i n  my mind imp l i ed ,  i n  any way, shape ,  
o r  form, t h a t  we would d e s t r o y  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  s o  t o  speak ,  
o r  t h a t  a r e a .  I t  w a s  a f i e l d  o r d e r .  I t  was given v e r b a l l y ,  
it was n o t  handed down i n  w r i t i n g .  And Capta in  MEDINA gave 
t h e  o r d e r  t o  h i s  t r o o p s  a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q. Did you h e a r  Capta in  MEDINA i s s u e  t h o s e  o r d e r s ?  

A .  I d i d ,  s i r .  I w a s  w i t h  Capta in  MEDINA. I t  was 
around t h e  evening  meal t ime ,  and we had o u r  supper  t o g e t h e r .  
We were s i t t i n g  r i g h t  o u t s i d e  h i s  t e n t  t h a t  he used when 
he was a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  and we were s i t t i n g  on a bunker.  He 
asked t o  have t h e  company brought  i n  s o  he  cou ld  g i v e  them 
h i s  o r d e r s  f o r  tomorrow. 
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Q. The e n t i r e  company? 

A. H e  asked f o r  t h e  company t o  be brought i n ,  t h e  
p r i v a t e s ,  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t s ,  and everybody i n  between. The 
men gathered i n  a semic i rc l e .  I remember very w e l l .  I 
s a t  t h e r e  on a sandbag next  t o  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r .  Captain 
KEDINA gave t h e  o rde r  t o  t h e  company. Captain MEDINA pick-
ed up a shovel  t h a t  was about f i v e  f e e t  t a l l ,  l eaned 
a g a i n s t  t h e  shovel ,  and gave t h e  order .  Captain MEDINA, i n  
t h a t  o rde r ,  t o l d  them p r e c i s e l y  what Colonel BARKER had 
t o l d  him. H e  reemphasized t o  t h e  men of t h e  company t h a t  
they  had been through q u i t e  a b i t  of h e l l  l a t e l y ,  minefields.,  
s n i p e r  f i r e s ,  and they  had n o t  engaged a main f o r c e  body of 
enemy. H e  emphasized t h a t  everyth ing  pointed t h a t  they  
would. H e  wanted them t o  be p a r t i c u l a r l y  c a r e f u l  t o  t a k e  
c a r e  of t h e i r  buddies ,  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  it would probably be 
a p r e t t y  good c o ~ b a t  engagement. He drew t h i n g s  on t h e  
ground with t h z  shovel ,  showing where t h e  LZ w a s ,  marking 
t h i s  and marking t h a t ,  a s  land p o i n t s  and p laces  t h a t  you 
would a s s o c i a t e  with where they were a t  s o  they  would have 
an idea  where they  w e r e  a t  when they jumped o u t  of t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r ,  which way they were headed, and which way they  
were supposed t o  move. He t o l d  them t h a t  he would be i n  
h i s  command group. He t o l d  them t h e  s i g n a l  w a s  t h e  same, the 
same "push" they  use ,  t h e  same frequency. And he  t o l d  them 
t o  keep i n  mind t h a t  t h i s  was no t  going t o  be any p icn ic .  

Q. From what Captain MEDINA had i n d i c a t e d  t o  them, 
they were going t o  run i n t o  a s i z a b l e  fo rce  t h e r e .  Also, 
t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  would probably be f r e e  of noncombatants. 
Did he t e l l  them t h a t ?  

A. I l e f t  t h a t  ou t .  He t o l d  them t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  
had been planned f o r  sometime a f t e r  0 7 0 0  hours ,  t h e  a i r  
a s s a u l t ,  t h a t  t h e r e  would be a prep,  and t h a t  t h e r e  would be 
a gunship prep ,  t h a t  t h e  people should probably be o u t  
t o  t h e  market p l a c e ,  and t h a t  they would probably n o t  en-
counter  any c i v i l i a n s  because t h e  major i ty  of t h e  48th 
B a t t a l i o n  was i n  tha t_  a r e a .  a n d  p n p l  P ~ ~ ~ l j ) ~ l d !  s c a t t e rprobably 
o u t  and be gone. He d id  not  i n f e r ,  i n  any way, o r  e x c i t e  
h i s  people t o  a degree t h a t  they might have done something. 
I s a t  through t h e  whole t h i n g ,  and I t a l k e d  t o  him a f t e r -  
wards. 
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Q- W e l l ,  might n o t  one,  by p roces s  of deduc t ion ,  a 
very  s imple  deduc t ion ,  i f  t h e  whole v i l l a g e  is  t o  be gone 
and t h e r e  i s  going t o  be  a b a t t a l i o n  t h e r e - - t h a t  t h i s  u n i t  
might b e  worked up t o  a h igh  s t a t e  of  mind whether t h e  
o r d e r  was g iven  o r  no t - - t ha t  t h i n k i n g  about  t h i s ,  when 
t h e s e  men l anded ,  t h e y  Tanded s h o o t i n g ,  and they  might have 
s h o t  any th ing  w i t h i n  s i g h t  o r  sound? 

A. I w i l l  s a y ,  s i r ,  t h a t  t h e  frame of mind most of  
t h e  people  were i n ,  t h e r e  was a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h i s  could 
happen. 

Q. Did you g e t  a f e e l  f o r  t h e  men? What k ind  of 
mental frame o f  mind were t h e s e  men i n ?  

A .  They w e r e  nervous,  s ir .  They w e r e  s i t t i n g  
around and punching each  o t h e r ,  and he  t o l d  them about  t h e  
48th and going down t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  because  t h a t  was 
t h e i r  f i r s t  t r i p  t h e r e .  They w e r e  nervous and t h e y  a n t i -  
c i p a t e d  a f i g h t ,  and they  w e r e  shak ing  t h e i r  heads .  I would 
say  t h a t  t h e  company, t h e  mental  s t a t e ,  was n o t  what I 
would find h e r e  back home i n  t h e  s t a t e s  by any means. 1 
t h i n k  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e - -

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was it a normal t y p e  of  r e a c t i o n  
t h a t  you g e t  b e f o r e  an o p e r a t i o n  was i n i t i a t e d ?  

\ 

A. I t h i n k  s o ,  s i r ,  normal ly  what I would observe 
a b e f o r e  o p e r a t i o n s .  The people  were keyed up, a n t i c i p a t i n g  

something, and t h e y  d i d  n o t  know what t hey  w e r e  a n t i c i p a t i n g .  
They d i d  n o t  know what was going t o  happen, and t h e y  were 
checking t h e i r  equipment and c l e a n i n g  t h e i r  r i f l e s ,  p u t t i n g  
o i l  on t h e i r  r i f l e s ,  checking arnrnunicion, c l e a n i n g  ammunition, 
d ry ing  t h e i r  hand grenades .  H e  t o l d  them how many hand 
grenades t o  draw, each one would c a r r y ,  and t h e  whole t h i n g .  
I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e y  were nervous about  it. Capta in  MEDINA,  
himsel f  was anticipating--somewhat--somewhat nervous.  I 
was myself .  I t h i n k  what h e  w a s  doing a t  t h e  t i m e ,  he  
wanted t o  emphasize t o  t h e s e  young men, and most of them w e r e  
p r e t t y  young, t h a t  t h e y  were going t o  do b a t t l e  and they  
h a d n ' t  r e a l l y  done any b a t t l e  up u n t i l  t h i s  t ime .  They had 
had a few s n i p e r s  and some of t h i s ,  b u t  no th ing  where t hey  
had engaged a major f o r c e  which h e  was c e r t a i n ,  we were a l l  
c e r t a i n ,  was going t o  b e  t h e r e .  

Q. Did you h e a r  him g i v e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  h i s  
company n o t  t o  k i l l ,  wound, o r  o the rwi se  damage o r  moles t  
any c i v i l i a n s ;  c h i l d r e n ,  women, o l d  men, and o t h e r  non-
combatants? 
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A. H e  t o l d  them t h a t  r u l e s  of warfare  e x i s t e d ,  
what w e  t a l k e d  about  i n  t h e  l and  engagement. H e  t o l d  them 
t o  b e  very cau t ious  and t o  do what w a s  r i g h t .  H e  d i d  n o t  
say: " I  do n o t  want anybody shoot ing  a c i v i l i a n , "  o r ,  
" I  d o n ' t  want anybody h e r e  shoot ing  a baby," o r  anything 
l i k e  t h a t .  I t  never  dawned on me why d o n ' t  you t e l l  them 
t h a t .  I suppose it never dawned on him, e i t h e r .  It wasn ' t  
t h e  type  of company t h a t  would do t h a t  a r b i t r a r i l y .  

Q - But t h e  impression, t h e  impl ica t ion  was s u r e l y  
t h e r e  t h a t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  had vacated t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir,  it was. Because t h a t  w a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  
planning, a s  I s t a t e d  be fo re ,  t h a t  Colonel BARKER and 
everyone d iscussed  t h i s  matter .  We thought t h a t  t h e y  a l l  
had been i n  Son Tinh o r  o f f  t o  Quang Ngai which w a s  a l i t t l e  
ways away. I know Son Tinh was t h e  p l a c e  they  went t o  most 
of t h e  t ime. 

(2. But you knew, and be fo re  t h a t ,  t h a t  even though 
a g r e a t  p a r t  of them may be gone, of o t h e r  c i v i l i a n s ,  women, 
c h i l d r e n ,  o l d  men, and so  f o r t h ,  who would n o t  be a b l e  t o  
go t o  market? 

A. I f e l t ,  i n  my mind, t h a t  t h e r e  might be some 
t h e r e ,  yes ,  sir.  But i f  I may say ,  t h a t  i f  it was e i t h e r  
t ake  t h e  chance of "X"  number of VC sympathizers a s  opposed 
t o  n o t  having a  prep i n  t h a t  a r e a  before  t a k i n g  a r i f l e  
company i n ,  I c e r t a i n l y  can t e l l  you r i g h t  now t h a t  you 
have t o  prep.  That was my f e e l i n g ,  and I am s u r e  it was 
everyone e l s e ' s .  Every opera t ion  we went i n t o ,  we ran i n t o  
c i v i l i a n s .  I never went on an opera t ion  i n  RVN i n  my l i f e  
where t h e r e  weren ' t  c i v i l i a n s  ou t  t h e r e .  Whether they  were 
f r i e n d l y  c i v i l i a n s  01. n c t ,  I do r i ~ tknow, s i r .  

Q. Did you shoot  them? Did you h a b i t u a l l y  p u t  
a r t i l l e r y  prep  on them? 

A. I would say t h a t  i n  t h e  major i ty  of our  oper-
a t i o n s ,  we had preps.  

Q I am not  t a l k i n g  about t h e  major i ty  of opera t ions  
having preps.  I understand t h a t .  I am asking whether it 
was normal t o  pu t  preps on c i v i l i a n s  and noncombatants i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e s ?  

A. Well, s i r ,  w e  d i d  no t  th ink  we were doing t h a t .  
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Q. Within t h i s  a r e a  of LZ D o t t i e ,  w a s  t h e r e  any
i n d i c a t i o n  of  mar i juana ,  opium, o r  any form of drugs? 

A. There  was onc t ime .  One t i m e  it was brought  
t o  my a t t e n t i o n  and Colonel  BARKER'S a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  
one company w a s  moving i n  f o r  a  rest  and t o  s e c u r e  o u r  
a r ea .  And t h e  o t h e r  company was moving o u t .  I d o n ' t  
even.know which company it w a s .  They had gone ove r  t o  
c l ean  o u t  t h e  bunkers and t o  g e t  t h e  ammo p u t  i n  t h e  
bunker around D o t t i e ,  and a sack o f ,  a s  we say  i n  o u r  
d i s t r i c t ,  "yellow v e g e t a b l e  m a t t e r , "  which was assumed t o  
be  mar i juana ,  was found. There was a l i t t l e  p l a s t i c  bag 
of  it found i n  one of t h e  bunkers .  I have never  s een  a  U.S. 
s o l d i e r  i n  D o t t i e  knowingly smoking mar i juana ,  n o r  d i d  I 
t a l k  t o  anyone a t  any t ime  up t h e r e  who appeared t o  b e  under 
t h e  i n f l u e n c e ,  excep t  perhaps  a l c o h o l .  

Q . You would s a y ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  t h e r e  would be  a  
very  sma l l  p r o b a b i l i t y ?  

A. I would say t h a t ,  ye s .  I h o n e s t l y  b e l i e v e  t h i s .  
The men up t h e r e  a t  Dottie--Task Force  Barker  is  one of t h e  
f i n e s t  u n i t s  I have eve r  been i n .  The men up t h e r e  r e a l i z e  
what w e  a r e  doing,  and they  r e a l i z e  t h a t  you had t o  have 
your head about  you. I f  t h e r e  was anyone t h e r e  blowing " p o t , "  
I do n o t  know abou t  it. 

Q. You do know, from what you i n d i c a t e d ,  though,  
t h a t  t h e r e  was a reasonably  good-sized p l a s t i c  bag of what 
i s  commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  "green s t u f f . "  

A. S i r ,  I t h i n k  it w a s  mar i juana  i n  my own mind. 
I t  was never  t e s t e d .  We threw it away--is what we d i d  
wi th  it. I t  a l s o  should  be  no ted  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  no Vietnam- 
e s e  on D o t t i e  o t h e r  than i n t e r p r e t e r s  and o c c a s i o n a l l y  p r i s -  
one r s ,  when I would b r i n g  them i n  t h e r e  as an i n i t i a l  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  p o i n t  b e f o r e  w e  s e n t  them forward t o  b r i g a d e  
o r  wherever e l s e  t hey  w e r e  going t o  go. I d i d  n o t  a l low 
Vietnamese on o u r  LZ.  

Q. C h a r l i e  Company f i r s t  r e t u r n e d  from t h e  f i e l d  
sometime i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  of  t h e  1 8 t h ,  t o  LZ D o t t i e .  Were 
You p r e s e n t  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A .  I do n o t  know. 
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Q- Do you r e c a l l  Colonel HENDERSON meeting t h e  
f i r s t  l i f t  coming i n  from C/1/20 and t a l k i n g  t o  a group 
of  men? 

A. No, sir, I do no t  recall,  b u t  t h a t  would n o t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  mean it w a s  n o t  t r u e .  I d o n ' t  know. I know 
t h a t  colonel-- that  t h e  co lone l  had a g r e a t  d e a l  of i n t e r e s t  
about our  t a s k  f o r c e ,  and the  genera l  o f f i c e r s ,  they  w e r e  
down t h e r e  q u i t e  a b i t  t r y i n g  t o  h e l p  us o u t ,  because they  
knew we w e r e  working under somewhat adverse cond i t ions .  

, 

Q- Did your t a s k  fo rce  have an SOP? 

A. I am n o t  going t o  be a b l e  t o  answer t h a t  r i g h t  
away. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  We had d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s  which w e  
considered t o  be SOP'S. We would go over  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  
o u t  what t o  do and t h e  chain o f  command. I am sure 
t h e r e  must have been something i n  w r i t i n g  a s  f a r  a s  our  
SOP went, I c o u l d n ' t  say .  

Q- Did br igade  have an SOP? 

A. I do n o t  know, sir.  

I0 : I w i l l  show you t h r e e  pocket-s ize cards  and ask 
you i f  you have e v e r  seen  t h e s e ,  Exhib i t s  M - 2 ,  M - 3 ,  and M-4. 
These a r e  f a c s i m i l e s  of cards.  Have you e v e r  seen  t h a t  
ca rd  before? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I remember t h i s  ca rd .  I t  was given 
t o  me a t  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  when I came i n t o  t h e  America1 
Divis ion ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  M - 2 )  . 
Q Did a l l  members of  t a s k  force  have copies  of 
t h a t  card? 

A. I assume t h a t  they d id .  They made a po in t  of 
g iv ing  it t o  me, s i r .  

Q Was t h e r e  any p e r i o d i c  i n s t r u c t i o n  on t h e s e  
cards  on t h e  r e t u r n  of  t h e  u n i t s  t o  the  f i r e  base and dur-
i n g  t h e  r o t a t i o n  through t h e  fire base? 

A. Not t o  m y  knowledse: t h e r e  may have been. There 
was some when they came i n  o f f  p a t r o l  t h a t  they gave us .  
They t a l k e d  t o  t h e  men. Most of  our  men d i d  no t  go o f f  t h e  
base.  There was nowhere t o  go. 

Q. The ques t ion  i s  whether o r  n o t  t h e r e  were any 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  t h e  context  of those ca rds .  
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A. I r e c e i v e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a t  d i v i s i o n .  I do n o t  
know if i n s t r u c t i o n s  were g iven  on t h e  company l e v e l .  

Q *  Did you e v e r  s e e  t h a t  second ca rd  ( M - 3 ) ?  

A. Y e s .  Th i s  was t h e  p o l i c y .  

Were t h e s e  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  men? 

I assume t h a t  t hey  were,  s i r .  

Q- I show you ano the r  c a r d  (M-4). 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h i s  one o f f  hand. During t h e  
i n - b r i e f i n g  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Americal D i v i s i o n ,  t hey  gave us 
c a r d s  and i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  and they  had a l i t t l e  5-day 
schoo l  t h e r e .  

Q. When you a r r i v e d  i n  coun t ry ,  you went t o  t h e  
r e c e p t i o n  s t a t i o n  a t  Chu L a i  where t h e  Americal D iv i s ion  is? 

A. I went from Saigon t o  Long Binh, from Long Binh 
t o  Chu L a i ,  r e p o r t e d  t o  G1 a t  d i v i s i o n ,  and they  dec ided  
what my f u r t h e r  o r d e r s  woul'd be.  And t h e y  p u t  me i n  t h e  
s c h o o l ,  a s  I r e c a l l  a 5-day s choo l .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  t hey  
gave c l a s s e s  on how t o  y e l l  h a l t ,  s t o p ,  come h e r e ,  and s o  
f o r t h  i n  Vietnamese. They showed us movies and p e r i o d i c a l s  
about  how we were n o t  over  h e r e  t o  run  t h e i r  minds, and n o t  
t o  k i l l  Vietnamese. We were ove r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  democracy. 

Q I n  your  o p i n i o n ,  when you w e r e  a t  t h e  i n d o c t r i n -
a t i o n  c o u r s e ,  a t  t h e  Americal D iv i s ion  i n  Chu L a i ,  on t h e  
s u b j e c t  o f  hand l ing  PW's, t h e  hand l ing  and t r e a t m e n t  of  non-
combatants,  women, c h i l d r e n  and o l d  men, r e p o r t i n g  a t r o c i t i e s  
and s o  f o r t h ,  was t h i s  t r a i n i n g  s u f f i c i e n t ?  

A. I t  was n o t ,  by any s t r e t c h  o f  t h e  imag ina t ion ,  a 
primary cu r r i cu lum o f  t h e  s choo l .  It w a s  g iven  o u t ,  and it  
was g iven  o u t  i n  a s e n s i b l e ,  i n t e l l i g e n t  manner. 

Q . There i s  no q u e s t i o n  i n  your  mind what you were 
Supposed t o  do? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. This  t r a i n i n g  w a s  a l s o  g iven  t o  a l l  replacements  
a r r i v i n g  f o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

J J  
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A, I t h i n k  i n  most ca ses .  There w a s  on ly  o f f i c e r s  
i n  my c l a s s .  I d id  n o t  s e e  e n l i s t e d  pe r sonne l  t h e r e  and I 
t h i n k  t h e r e  w e r e  NCO ' s i n  o u r  c l a s s .  I don 't recall  hav ing  
p r i v a t e s  o r  PFC's i n  my c l a s s ,  b u t  I assume t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e - -

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Might n o t  t h i s  be t h e  normal case, 
t h a t  t h e  s e n i o r  NCO1 s and o f f i c e r s  would be provided  t h i s  
cou r se  d i f f e r e n t l y  from t h e  p r i v a t e s  and t h e  11 Bravos? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I t h i n k  s o .  The schoo l  w a s  up t h e r e  
i n  Chu L a i ,  and I t h i n k  t h a t  everyone went t h e r e ,  probably.  

Q. I show you a n o t h e r  e x h i b i t  ( D - l ) ,  which i s  MACV 
Regula t ion  20-4 ,  e n t i t l e d  " I n s p e c t i o n s ,  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  W a r  
C r i m e s . "  I would ask n o t  f o r  you t o  r e a d  a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s ,  
t h a t  i s  n o t  neces sa ry ,  b u t  t o  review it t o  see i f  you have 
seen  t h i s  document? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  r e a d i n g  t h i s  document, sir, nor 
hav ing  it r e a d  t o  m e .  

Q. Do you know whether  t h i s  document w a s  a v a i l a b l e  
i n  Headquar te rs ,  Task Force Barker?  

implemented i n s t r u c t i o n s  from t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  document from 

A. No, I do n o t .  

Q - Headquar te rs  of  1 1 t h  Brigade? 

A, N o ,  I d o  n o t  know. 

Q- Did you e v e r  s e e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  which may have 

t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ,  from your  b r i g a d e ,  o r  p o s s i b l y  t h e  
t a s k  f o r c e ?  

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  e v e r  s e e i n g  any th ing  come down 
i n  w r i t i n g  Gi? this sli.bject. I t  was d i scussed  on numerous 
occas ions ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  my b u s i n e s s ,  because I d i d  
i n t e r r o g a t e  p r i s o n e r s .  I can probably--the i n s t r u c t i o n s  were 
given t o  t h e  t r o o p s ,  because they  were t h e  ones  who caugh t  
t h e  p r i s o n e r s .  I went o u t ,  and i n  most c a s e s  t hey  f e d  them 
b e f o r e  I g o t  t h e r e ,  o r  t h e y  had given them cans  of  food t o  
b r i n g  back w i t h  them t o  t h e  LZ. They always gave t h e  p r i s -  
one r s  c i g a r e t t e s .  I d i d  n o t  s e e  any mal t rea tment ,  s o  I can  
assume t h a t  t h e  ~ n s t r u . c t i o n s  must have been p u t  o u t  t o  t h e  
t r o o p s  because they  t r e a t e d  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  good. Even when 
they bound them, t hey  would b ind  them and p u t  them i n  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  an apparen t  reason  f o r  t h a t .  
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They d i d  n o t  even b ind  them h a r d  where it would c u t  t h e i r  
w r i s t s .  

MR MACCRATE: Captain  KOTOUC, when General  PEERS ques t ioned  
you about t h e  r a t i o  o f  128 k i l l s  t o  3 weapons, you r e f e r r e d  
t o  a d i s c u s s i o n  that yo11 r e c a l l  ed ahollt h u l l  dozing the  whole 
a r e a .  Was t h i s  something t h a t  fol lowed 1 6  March? 

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  16 March c o n t r i b u t e d  
t o  t h i s  d i r e c t l y .  This  was a  t hough t ,  t h e  commander's and 
mine, on how t o  b u s t  through t h i s  a r e a .  We wanted t o  c l e a r  
t h e  a r e a  because  i t  was a headache t o  everyone.  W e  wanted 
t o  g e t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  o u t  of t h e r e  and i n t e r r e d  i n  t h e s e  camps 
t h a t  t hey  had bo th  a t  Son T i n ?  and--1 d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  That  
was where Major WILLOUGHBY was a t .  And, it was o u r  p l a n ,  and 
w e  worked a t  it very ha rd .  Colonel  BARKER worked a t  it very  
ha rd  s o  w e  cou ld  t a k e  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e r e  and be s u r e  t h a t  
t hey  had r a t i o n s  and q u a r t e r s ,  and t h e n  go i n  t h e r e  and c l e a n  
t h e  a r e a  o u t  s o  w e  could a t  l e a s t  observe  i n  t h e r e .  Because 
t h e r e  were s o  many o l d  b u i l d i n g s  and h c t s ,  v i l l a g e s  and 
r i v e r s - -

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was t h i s  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  b e f o r e  o r  
a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  s t a r t e d  b e f o r e  I,-
even a r r i v e d  t h e r e ,  because Colonel  BARKER was t a l k i n g  
t o  me about it j u s t  i n  a m a t t e r  of c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  g e t t i n g  
my op in ion  and my i d e a s  on it. 

MR WEST: Cap ta in  KOTOUC, how about  t h e  men i n  t h e  two 
companies which took p a r t  i n  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  on My L a i  
( 4 ) ?  Were they  b a t t l e - e x p e r i e n c e d  s o l d i e r s ?  

A. I would say  t h a t  t hey  were. 

Q. Would you c a l l  them ba t t l e -ha rdened  s o l d i e r s ?  

A. Although C h a r l i e  Company had n o t  engaged i n  a 
major o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e y  had been under f i r e .  They had 
seen  f r i e n d s  k i l l e d  i n  o t h e r  b a t t l e s ,  and I t h i n k  t h a t  
they  were,  f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  w e l l  equipped t o  c a r r y  t h e i r  
miss ion o u t .  Capta in  MICHLES'  company had seen  more a c t i o n  
than  Captain  MEDINA' s company. Captain  MICHLES ' company 
was an e x c e l l e n t  company. They were ve ry  w e l l  l e d .  
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They w e r e  r e a l l y  a ba t t l e -ha rdened  group. They had been 
i n  some p r e t t y  good ones .  

Q. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  you t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  you know 
Cap ta in  MEDINA p r e t t y  w e l l - ?  -

A. I m e t  Cap ta in  MEDINA i n  H a w a i i  i n  1966. H e  
w a s  a l i e u t e n a n t  when I f i r s t  m e t  him. 

Q- How l o n g  d i d  you know him i n  Hawaii? 

A. I a r r i v e d  i n  1966, i n  August,  about  t h a t  t i m e . .  
I knew Capta in  MEDINA from t h a t  t i m e  u n t i l  now. 

'Q. Do you know i f  h e  had a nickname d u r i n g  t h i s  
per iod?  

A. Do you mean "Mad Dog"? I r ead  t h a t  i n  t h e  p a p e r s ,  
sir. We had a l o t  of nicknanes  f o r  people .  Cap ta in  M E D I N A ' s  
nickname i n  H a w a i i  w a s  "Mad Dog." I hope it i s  t aken  i n  the 
way it i s  meant. I t  was a name of  r e s p e c t  from t h e  t r o o p s .  
H e  w a s  always push ing  and s t a y i n g  wi th  t h e  company. I f  t h e y  
s t a y e d  a t  n i g h t ,  h e  s t ayed .  When they  a t e ,  he ate l a s t .  
They j u s t  named him "Mad, " and I don ' t  t h i n k  t h e y  meant t o  
i n f e r  t h a t  he  w a s  i n s a n e  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q- I d i d n ' t  t a k e  it t h a t  way--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I know, I j u s t  want t o  make it 
c l e a r  what I know. 

Q W e  had i n d i c a t i o n s  from prev ious  tes t imony t h a t  
t h i s  was r e f e r r i n g ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  p a r t ,  t o  h i s  compe t i t i ve  
s p i r i t ?  

A. Very s t r o n g ,  compet i t ive--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You s a i d  t h a t  was a f a i r  a p p r a i s a l ?  

A. I had Bravo Company and he had C h a r l i e  Company. 
I could never  b e a t  him. He w a s  very competitive-minded. 

Q.  I was t h i n k i n g  o f  t h i s .  Were you t h i n k i n g  o f  
t h i s  when you were speaking  o f  body count?  Was t h e r e  a body 
count compet i t ion  be t w e e ~t h e  companies? 
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A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  not--Barker Task Force 
was one body w l t h  one head,  and t h a t  was Colonel  BARKER. 
Everybody was from a  d i f f e r e n t  b a t t a l i o n  and t h e  companies-- 
t h e r e  was no r i v a l r y  between t h e  companies, because they  
were neve r  t o g e t h e r .  I f  one was a t  D o t t i e ,  one would be 
i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  and one would be a t  Upt igh t .  Then they  
would s w i t c h .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  s i r .  

& a  With r e s p e c t  t o  body coun t ,  do  you have any
in fo rma t ion  whether  one company had a  h i g h e r  body count 
than a n o t h e r  company? For example-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I would have t o  s ay  Capta in  
MICHLES' company probably had t h e  most k i l l e d  because 
they  had been i n  t h e  b i g g e s t  engagements and more a c t i o n .  
M E D I N A 1 s  company, I know, had t h e  most c a s u a l t i e s .  

Q. Do you have i n  your  posses s ion  o r  r e t a i n e d  
r eco rds  a r o s t e r  from Headquar te rs ,  Task Force ~ a r k e r ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  A l l  my answers a r e  from 
memory, T d o n ' t  r e c a l l  if there 527~5 Q T ~ C - ~ ~ - - - : !  35d n o t  
make an o f f i c e r ' s  r o s t e r .  I have never  had one i f  they 
d i d  make a r o s t e r ,  

Q. Was t h e  a c t u a l  number o f  people  i n  t h e  head- . q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  r a t h e r  smal l?-  

A. Yes, s i r ,  i t  was very s m a l l ,  s m a l l e r  than  any 
b a t t a l i o n .  

Q e  Would. you h e l p  us l i s t  a s  man members--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I w i l l  be  g l ad  t o  h e l p  you i n  
anyth ing  I can. 

COL MILLER: You r ece ived  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h e  t r e a t m e n t  
of p r i s o n e r s  a t  t h e  s choo l  i n  Chu L a i  when you went t o  
Vietnam. You s a i d  t h a t  o t h e r  people  had been i n s t r u c t e d  
on t h e  s u b j e c t  on a number of  occas ions .  Do you r e c a l l  
who those  people  might have been,  and w d e r  what circum- 
s t a n c e s ?  

A. Wel l ,  s i r ,  n o t  any formal  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  an 
in formal  p r e s e n t a t i o n .  They t a l k e d  t o  t h e  men on t h e  
p r i s o n e r s  t hey  c a p t u r e d ,  how t o  t r e a t  them, and t o  t a k e  
it easy  on them. They were p r i s o n e r s ,  b u t  d o n ' t ' b e  k i c k i n g  
them around l i k e  a  dog,  s o  t o  speak.  
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Q. W a s  t h i s  your  p e r s o n a l  knowledge? 

A. I h a t e  t o  s a y  y e s ,  b u t  I h a t e  t o  say no. 

Q- Were you s o  i n s t r u c t e d ?  

A. .Yes, sir. I w a s  i n s t r u c t e d  th roughout  my 
A m y  career, and t h e n  a g a i n  i n  Vietnam. 

Q- I am t a l k i n g  about  Vietnam. 

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  S p e c i f i c a l l y  a t  what s choo l  t h e r e ?  
Did t h e  b r i g a d e  commander-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Colonel  BARKER s a i d  t h a t  h e  wanted 
our  p r i s o n e r s  b rought  i n .  I n t e r r o g a t e  them, and f i n d  o u t  i f  
they  were go ing  t o  be o f  any va lue .  Take i t  e a s y  on them. 
That  i s  what I d i d .  

Q- Did you normal ly  i n t e r r o g a t e  p r i s o n e r s  who had 
been cap tured?  

A. I normal ly  d i d ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Did you a f t e r  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I i n t e r r o g a t e d - - I  probably d i d .  I a m  s u r e  w e  
brought  p r i s o n e r s  back t o  D o t t i e .  I d i d  i n t e r r o g a t e  i n  t h e  
f i e l d  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  where t h e  VC who had g o t  away from us 
had gone, and a l s o  about  t h e  mines and booby t r a p s .  My 
i n t e r p r e t e r  worked wi th  me, and they d i scove red  a  number of  
mines and booby t r a p s .  I t  was a  very  s h o r t  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  

Q o  Was t h i s  on t h e  16 th?  

A. This  was on t h e  16 th .  

Q. D i d  you g e t  any o t h e r  unusual  i n fo rma t ion  from 
them concerning such t h i n g s  a s  k i l l i n g s ?  

mtA. N O ,  siL. l i l t  i i r r ~ e r r o g a t e d  and questioned 
f o r  t h e  most p a r t  were ve ry  r e l u c t a n t  t o  t a l k .  They would 
normally s a y  t h a t  t hey  d i d n ' t  know o r  d i d n ' t  remember. The 
bombs had been f a l l i n g  and t h e i r  head h u r t .  This  was p r e t t y  
much o f  a s t a n d a r d  answer,  
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got  i n  i t  and they l o s t  15 people.  

Q. Did you b r i e f  t h e  company commanders on the 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  s i t u a t i o n  on 15 March? 

A. I d i d ,  sir.  

Q. W a s  Colonel BARKER t h e r e ?  Did he h e a r  your 
b r i e f i n g ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  he d i d  o r  not .  Major CALHOUN 
and I shared a bunker, and we used t o  have some of o u r  
b r i e f i n g s  i n  %?at bunker. Again, I must say t h a t  they  w e r e  
no t  formal b r i e f i n g s .  

Q- Is it t r u e  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  concept,  a g r e a t  
por t ion  o f  t h e  concept ,  and t h e  a s s a u l t  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
v i l l a g e  o r  hamlet ,  was based on t h e  suppos i t ion  t h a t  t h e r e  
would be a l a r g e  number of  c i v i l i a n s  a t  market? This  ap- 
pa ren t ly  came through i n t e l l i g e n c e  channels.  Now, can you 
remember o r  can you c i t e  a r e fe rence  o r  do you know a doc-. 
ument which gave you t h i s  information? 

A. No, s i r .  I can no t  c i t e  any document, b u t  it 
was through i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of  people,  people I had t a l k e d  t o .  
This was aiways--this was t h e  p a r t  we were t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  
o u t ,  how they  moved i n  t h e  a rea .  They a l l  came and went 
about t h e  same time. 

Q - Was t h i s  your--did t h i s  come from somewhere 
e l s e  bes ides  your own assessments and evalua t ions?  

A. I th ink  so .  I f  I r e c a l l ,  p a r t  of i t  came from 
Colonel BARKER. Information,  I th ink ,  he rece ived  from h i s  
con tac t s  o r  somewhere l i k e  t h a t .  I t  i s  very d i f f i c u l t  f,or 
me t o  p i n  it down. 

COL FRANKLIN:  You s a i d  t h a t  Task Force Barker had a body 
count of c i v i l i a n s .  Who was saying  t h a t  and how o f t e n  d i d  
you hear  i t ?  

A. I went down t o  br igade f o r  something o r  o t h e r .  
I d o n ' t  r e m e r h e ~  w h a i  i i  was. I t a iked  t o  f r i e n d s  
around t h e r e .  I had lunch w i t h  them before I went back up 
t o  Dot t ie .  I was down t o  Duc Pho t o  br igade many t imes,  and 
I t a lked  t o  d i f f e r e n t  f r i e n d s  down t h e r e .  I do no t  remember 
who they were. I t a l k e d  t.o everyone I could,  j u s t  t o  s e e  
them. They mentioned that t h e y  d i d n ' t  th ink  t h a t  such a--I 
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d o n ' t  know how t o  exp res s  it. 

Q *  Were t h e s e  t h e  k ind  o f  people  t h a t  Colone l  
HENDERSON would d e a l  w i t h ,  who would exp res s  t h e  same 
t h i n g  i n  f r o n t  o f  him? 

A. I doubt it. Most of  my f r i e n d s  d i d  n o t  have 
anyth ing  t o  do with--they were j u n i o r  i n  rank.  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  t h i s  exp res sed  a t  D o t t i e  by
t h e  people  i n s i d e  your  TOC? 

A .  No, s i r ,  I never  d i d .  

Q e  Were your  two major o p e r a t i o n s  down a long  t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h e  major o p e r a t i o n s  w e r e  t h e r e  and 
on t h e  p e n i n s u l a  up n o r t h .  

Q. How, i n  your  mind, d i d  you e x p l a i n  t h e  30 t o  1 
body counz wile^^ most of  your c a s u a l t i e s  were from mines and 
booby t r a p s .  Who w a s  k i l l i n g  t h e s e  peop le ,  and what t y p e  
o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. The major o p e r a t i o n s ,  a g a i n ,  were down where you 
spoke o f ,  s i r .  And t h e r e  was s n i p e r  f i r e  throughout  t h e  AO. 
And everyone once i n  a while--they would c a l l  i n .  I t  was 
usua l  t o  g e t  two o r  t h r e e  VC w i th  weapons, and l o s e  one our-
s e l v e s  o c c a s i o n a l l y .  We used gunships  q u i t e  e x t e n s i v e l y  
throughout  t h e  a r e  a .  

Q. Then you b e l i e v e  t h i s  body count  of  30 t o  l ?  

A. I wish I could r e c a l l  t h e  r a t i o - -

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  2 5  o r  whatever .  High body count .  

A. The r a t i o  we cons ide red  a c c e p t a b l e .  , 

Q. The companies would r e p o r t  t o  you on t h e  body 
counts .  Did you a c c e p t  t h e s e ?  Did you e v e r  conf i rm o r  check 
i t  o u t ,  go o u t  y o u r s e l f  w i th  Colonel  BARKER, go o u t  t h e r e  
a f t e r  a b a t t l e  o r  ambush and g e t  o u t  on t h e  ground and 
check t h e s e  t h i n g s  o u t ?  

A. I n  major o p e r a t i o n s ,  we normally went o u t  a t  
d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r v a l s .  I f  I g o t  a r e p o r t  t h a t  Bravo Company 
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k i l l e d  one, I d i d  n o t  go out  t o  s e e  it. No, sir. 

You accepted it. Was any e f f o r t  made by anyone 
v e r i f y  t h i s  extremely high body count 'of 1 2 8  as repor ted  
Task Force Barker? 

A. No one went back i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and counted them 
af te rwards .  How they were counted, I do no t  know. 

Q- No chopper o r  anyone from Task Force Barker went 
ou t  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  o r  came back with any count? 

A. No, sir.  

MR WAI;SH: Cagtain,  yoil s a i d  t h i s  morning t h a t  you knew 
Colonel HENDERSON had d i r e c t e d  MEDINA t o  sweep back through 
t h e  v i l l a g e  and make a body count of c i v i l i a n s  broken down 
by men, women, and c h i l d r e n .  How d i d  you know t h a t ?  

A.  It was on t h e  r ad io ,  s ir .  

Q - Yfiu wer,:? L i s t en ing  t o  t h e  radio?  

A. Y:?s, s ir .  We monitor a l l  r a d i o  f requencies  
a t  t h e  TOC. 

Q- Who was with you a t  t h e  TOC a t  t h e  time you 
heard t h a t ?  .. . 

A. I am s u r e  Sergeant JOHNSON was t h e r e .  

Q - How about Major CALHOUN? 

A, Major CALHOUN may have been t h e r e .  I do not  know 
i f  he went o u t  i n  a h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  day. 1t' was--sometimes 
Colonel BARKER rnade CiGHO'V'N gc t~ Uptight ,  and he would 
d i r e c t  t h e  opera t ion  from Uptight.  

Q - You a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  General KOSTER had counter-
manded t h i s  order?  

A. Yes, s i r .  


Q You he?-r2 this, ~ I s z ? 
Q 

A. Yes, s i r ,  on t h e  r ad io .  

Q. Did t h i s  happ n immediately a f t e r  t h e  o rde r  was 
given by Colonel HENDERSaM? 
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A .  I would s a y  yes ,  s i r ,  immediately.  

Q- Had General  KOSTER heard  Colonel  HENDERSON 
g ive  t h i s  o v e r  t h e  same channel?  

A .  He must have hea rd  it because he countermanded it. 

Q- You d o n ' t ' r e c a l l  any i n t e r v e n i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  i n -  
vo lv ing  any o t h e r  people  o r  between them from t h e  t ime Colonel  
HENDERSON gave t h e  o r d e r  and General  KOSTER countermanded i t ?  

A .  No, s ir .  I t  w a s  j u s t  an o r d e r  t o  be  fol lowed.  
There was no d i s c u s s i o n  o r  argument o r  a s k i n g  them t o  p l e a s e  
r e c o n s i d e r ,  no. 

Q- You hea rd  t h e  two o r d e r s ,  one by Colonel  
HENDERSON and one by General  KOSTER, and you c a n ' t  r e c a l l  
t h e  t ime gap between t h e  two? 

A. Again, I would say  immediately t h e r e a f t e r .  I t  
was n o t  a l ong  t ime.  

10: Capta in  KOTOUC, what you s a i d  today ,  about  your  
s t a f f ,  and t h e  way t h e  s t a f f  f u n c t i o n s ,  From them, your 
d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  Colonel  BARKER, a r e  you--I g e t  t h e  d i s t i n c t  
impress ion  t h a t  i t  was p r e t t y  much a one-man show? 

A. I t  w a s ,  s i r .  

Q. Did he pe rmi t  t h e  s t a f f  t o  f u n c t i o n  a s  a s t a f f ?  

A. Yes, sir.  Colonel  BARKER d i d  n o t  r i d e  your 
shou lde r s  s o  t o  speak.  He l e t  you o p e r a t e  and he  would 
t a l k  t o  you. And he ,  Colonel  BARKER, w a s  a  v e r y  s t r o n g  
commander, s i r .  And I r e s p e c t e d  him q u i t e  a g r e a t  d e a l .  

Q .  Do you have any knowledge, d i r e c t  knowledge, of  
t h e  men o f  C/1/20, a t  t h e  t ime o f  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  be ing  u n d e r  
t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  mar i juana  o r  any o t h e r  d rugs?  

A. No, I do n o t ,  s i r .  

Q .  Do you know o f  any o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s  where t h e s e  
men may have been under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  mar i juana  o r  o t h e r  
drugs? 

A. No, sir. 
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Q. Do you know o f  any o f  t h e  men i n  t h e  t a s k  
force--when t h e y  have been under such i n f l u e n c e ?  

A. No, s i x ,  I do  no t .  

Q- Did you e v e r  h e a r  an o r d e r  o r  i n s t r u c t i o n  b e i n g
given  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  My Lai--whatever took p l a c e  a t  
My L a i  ( 4 )  on 16 March 1968? 

A. I d i d  n o t ,  sir. 

Q. P r i o r  t o  your  coming he re  t o  t h i s  h e a r i n g ,  had 
you d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  m a t t e r  w i th  anybody 'else i n  t h e  t a s k  
f o r c e ?  

A. I t a l k e d  t o  Captain  MEDINA, sir. 

Q- When d i d  you t a l k  t o  Capta in  MEDINA? 

A. On 2 4  November. I was i n  c o n t a c t  by te lephone  
from my home t o  Capta in  MEDINA a t  F o r t  Benning, Georgia. The 
news had come o u t  on around Fr iday  o r  Sa turday ,  21 o r  2 2 ,  and 
I had though t  about  it a l l  week long  and a l l  week-end long.  
I c a l l e d  up and I t a l k e d  t o  Captain  MEDINA, and my conversa t ion  
was t h a t  I wanted t o  a s s u r e  him t h a t  I was w i t h  him and I w a s  
a f r i e n d ,  and i f  he  needed me f o r  any th ing  a t  a l l  he cou ld  
c a l l  on m e .  I t o l d  him t h a t  we were a l l  behind him. I f  
any t r o u b l e  came forward,  t h a t  I would be r i g h t  w i t h  him. 
M r s .  MEDINA i s  a f r i e n d  o f  my w i f e ,  and my wi fe  was very 
u p s e t  about t h i s  whole t h i n g .  Again, on a Sunday, 30 November, 
' I  t a l k e d  t o  Capta in  MEDINA aga in  by te lephone .  And I informed 
Capta in  MEDINA t h a t  I had been c a l l e d  t o  come o u t  h e r e  t o  tes-
t i f y  b e f o r e  some t y p e  o f  board ,  I had no i d e a  a f  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  
o t h e r  t h a n  it w a s  probably r e l a t e d .  I asked him i f  he  was 
going t o  be  i n  Washington a t  t h a t  t ime ,  and he  s a i d  t h a t  he  
was no t  s u r e ,  b u t  h e  unders tood t h a t  h e  might come up around 
Thursday. I want t o  make it c l e a r  now, t h a t  we d i d  n o t  co l -
l a b o r a t e  i n  any way whatsoever ,  I c a l l e d  him s t r i c t l y  because 
he i s  a f r i e n d .  And I thought  t h a t ,  a t  a t ime l i k e  t h a t ,  he  
could use  a l l  t h e  f r i e n d s  he  cou ld  g e t .  

Q Did your  f r i e n d s h i p  f o r  Captain  MEDINA have any
i n f l u e n c e  on your  judgment o r  your  a c t i o n s  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
s i t u a t i o n ?  
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A. No, sir.  

Q Has it i n  any way i n f l u e n c e d  what you have had t o  
say be fo re  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Absolu te ly  i n  no way, s i r .  T h e r e ' s  no reason  f o r  
I .  it t o .  

COL FRANKLIN: Was it common f o r  t h e  b r igade  commander t o  
t a l k  t o  a company commander and g i v e  him o r d e r s ,  i n  t h e  11 th  

. Brigade? 

A .  I heard  it done many t imes .  Before  Colonel  HEN-
DERSON took command, General  LIPSCOMB d i d  on many occas ions .  
General  LIPSCOMB himself  landed i n  t h e  middle of t h a t  dang 
mine f i e ld  t h a t  day. This w a s  n o t  unusual .  

Q Before we r e c e s s ,  I would l i k e  t o  g i v e  you an 
oppor tun i ty  ta make any a d d i t i o n a l  s t a t e a e n t  you would l i k e  
t o  make o r  any th ing  which i n  your  judgment would prove bene-
f i c i a l  t o  t h e  purpose of t h i s  hea r ing .  

A. I n  my hones t  op in ion ,  I f i n d  it ve ry  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
b e l i e v e  some of  t h e s e  a l l e g a t i o n s .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  whole 
t h i n g  has  t o  be looked a t ,  and I ' m  s u r e  t h a t ' s  what you g e n t l e -
men h e r e  a r e  doing.  I would l i k e  t o  t e l l  you t h a t  Task Force  
Barker was a f i n e  o u t f i t ,  and we l o s t  some good men; i t ' s  a 
shame t h a t  t h i s  had t o  come up l i k e  t h i s .  A s  f a r  a s  I ' m  con-
cerned ,  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was on,  they were n o t i f i e d .  Even t h e  
network i n  Saigon,  and i f  anyone i s  cover ing  up, t h a t ' s  a 
h e l l  of a way t o  do it. I f  anybody wanted t o  know what was 
going on,  why they were r i g h t  t h e r e .  

10: What do you mean, they "pu t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  on"? 

A. The body count  went over  AFN. The body count  
i t s e l f ,  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  l o c a t i o n  w e r e  g iven  ove r  t h e  
r a d i o  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c ,  Vietnamese and VC a l i k e .  

Q. Was t h i s  a l s o  b roadcas t  by t h e  Vietnamese s t a t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  I assume they p i c k  up a ce r -
t a i n  amount from o u r  s t a t i o n .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  b e l i e v e  anyone 
t r i e d  t o  cover  t h i s  up. And a s  f a r  as your  q u e s t i o n  on Cap-
t a i n  MEDINA's  nickname--I w a s  t h e r e  a t  one t i m e  i n  a m i n e f i e l d  
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when a man had h i s  f o o t  blown up, and we  w e r e  ca r ry ing  h i m  
t o  a he l i cop te r .  MEDINA was s t and ing  t he r e ,  and t h e  man 
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grabbed him and s a i d :  " I  c a n ' t  f i g h t  f o r  you any more. " 
I would say t h a t  t h a t  was i n d i c a t i v e  of t h e  way h i s  t r o o p s  
f e l t  about him. I t h i n k  he is  a f i n e  o f f i c e r ,  and I 'm 
s o r r y  t h i s  t h i n g  came up. 

I0 : Do you have anyth ing  f u r t h e r  t o  say?  

A. N o ,  s i r .  

10: This  hea r ing  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

1969.) 
(The hea r ing  r ecessed  a t  1528  hours ,  6 Decemher 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1818 h o u r s ,  9 
February 1970 .  ) 

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  are p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH , COL MILLER, 60L FRANKLIN, 
COL ARMSTRONG, LTC BAUER, and 14AJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  the h e a r i n g  r e c a l l s  Capta in  Eugene N. KOTOUC. 

(CPT KOTOUC w a s  r e c a l l e d  a s  w i t n e s s ,  reminded 
t h a t  he  w a s  under o a t h ,  and he  t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows: )  

A r e  you r e p r e s e n t e d  by counsel?  

A. I am. 

RCDR: Would counse l  p l e a s e  s ta te  t h e i r  name, rank ,  
S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

CPT MACDONALD: Y e s ,  sir. I a m  C a ~ t a i nWill iam R. MACDONALD, 
Judge Advocate General  Corps,  . I a m  p r e s e n t l y  
s t a t i o n e d  a t  Headquar ters  and Headquarters Company, U.S. 
Army Gar r i son ,  F o r t  Carson,  Colorado.,  

LT ALLEN: L ieu tenan t  Robert T  - AT,LEN, F i r s t  L i e u t e n a n t ,  
S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number , member o f  43d General  
Support  Group, F o r t  Carson,  Colorado. 

10:  Capta in  KOTOUC, s i n c e  you l a s t  appeared b e f o r e  
t h i s  i n q u i r y  i n  e a r l y  December, we have had an o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  a l a r g e  number of w i tnes ses .  A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  
t ime ,  from t h e  s t a r t  of  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  up t o  t h e  moment, 
it  w i l l  b e  i n  t h e  neighborhood of  about 350. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  we 
have c o l l e c t e d  a l a r g e  number of  documents p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  of Task Force Barker ,  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  
and i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  and o t h e r  r e l a t e d  
documents. We've a l s o  been t o  South Vietnam and have been 
on t h e  ground i n  t h e  a r e a  which i s  commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  
My Lai ( 4 )  , and have p e r s o n a l l y  walked through the v i l l a g e ,  
and had an opportunity t o  s e e  t h e  site o t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  by 
C/1/20 f i r s t  hand. While w e  were i n  South Vietnam, we a l s o  
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had an oppor tun i ty  t o  t a l k  t o  q u i t e  a l a r g e  group o f  
Vietnamese, a t o t a l  of  approximately 30, i n c l u d i n g  s e v e r a l  
of  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who worked i n  c l o s e  connec t ion  wi th  Taslc 
Force Barker.  People of Son Tinh d i s t r i c t ,  pe r sonne l  Quang 
Ngai Province ,  2d ARVN Div i s ion ,  and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  Vietnamese 
i n c l u d i n g  t h r e e  of  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  i n c l u d i n g  your own, 
Se rgean t  H I E N ,  a l s o  Sergeant  M I N H ,  and Se rgean t  PHU.  So, 
we do have a much b e t t e r  p i c t u r e  of  what t r a n s p i r e d  i n  South 
Vietnam, i n  Son My V i l l a g e  a r e a ,  i n  t h e  t ime frame of  16-17 
March 1968. Our purpose h e r e  i s  t o  c a l l  you back ,  having 
t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  t o  f i l l  i n  some of  t h e  gaps ,  and t o  ask  you 
some q u e s t i o n s  concerning some of t h e  p rev ious  tes t imony.  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t ime?  1'11 add 
one t h i n g  t h a t  I might s ay .  I don 't know whether  you 've  met 
a11 t h e  people  a t  t h i s  t a b l e  o r  n o t .  Have you met M r .  MACCRATE? 

A. Y c s ,  s i r .  

Q M r .  WALSH, M r .  WEST, Colonel  FRANKLIN, Colonel  
MILLER, you 've  met a l l  of t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s .  We a l s o  have 
Colonel  BAUER h e r e .  A l l  of t h e  people  i n  m i l i t a r y .  uniform 
a r e  i n  t h e  same ca t ego ry ,  having been des igna t ed  a s  
a s s i s t a n t s  by General  WESTMO-RELAND, t h e  Chief o f  S t a f f  o f  t h e  
United S t a t e s  Army. Before  Colonel  PIIILLER add res se s  you 
and provides  you i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  do you have any q u e s t i o n s  you 'd  
l i k e  t o  ask a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A.  No, s i r .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  be  pardoned,  I have a 
t e r r i b l e  c o l d ,  and I c a n ' t  h e a r  a t h i n g .  

COL MILLER: Capta in ,  I ' m  aware t h a t  you a r e  having a ha rd  
t ime h e a r i n g  today .  I f  a t  any t i m e  you d o n ' t  h e a r  m e ,  
p l e a s e  l e t  me know and I ' l l  speak up. When you appeared and 
t e s t i f i e d  a t  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  on 6 December o f  l a s t  y e a r ,  
you were accompanied by L ieu tenan t  ALLEN a s  your  counse l .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. You now have a l s o  Captain  MACDONALD. Capta in ,  
you a r e  a lawyer admi t ted  t o  p r a c t i c e  law i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  
Colorado? 
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CPT MACDONALD : Maryland. 

Q - A r e  you s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e s e  t w o  i n d i v i d u a l s  now 
as your  counse l?  

CPT KOTOUC: I am, sir.  

Q- A t  your  p r i o r  appearance,  you w e r e  a l s o  informed 
that you w e r e  n o t  s u s p e c t e d  o f  any o f f e n s e  s u b j e c t  t o  
this i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

General  PEERS j u s t  t o l d  you t h a t  w e  have now 
t a l k e d  t~ many a d d i t i o n a l  w i t n e s s e s  and examined many 
documents. A l l  o f  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  ha s  now been cons idered .  
A s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  in format ion  now a v a i l a b l e ,  I hereby 
inform you t h a t  you a r e  now suspec t ed  o f  hav ing  committed 
s e v e r a l  o f f e n s e s  which a r e  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of  t h e  Uniform 
Code of ? I i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e  . These suspec t ed  o f f e n s e s  r e l a t e  
t o  t h e  Task Force Ba-rker o p e r a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s o - c a l l e a  
Ny L a i  ir:-' ' en t ,  of March 1968. We r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a 
misnomer, but I t h i n k  you do unders tand  t h e  t i m e  t o  which 
I am r e f e r r l  ng. Do you? 

A. I unders tand.  

Q. Task Force B a r k e r ' s  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  My La i  a r e a  
on t h e  1 6 t h  o f  March, and t h e s e  suspec t ed  o f f e n s e s ,  relate t o  
t h a t  t ime p e r i o d  and immediately a f t e rward .  Some o f  them 
a r e  d i r e c t l y  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
I s h a l l ,  i n  j u s t  a  moment, adv i se  you o f  t h o s e  t h i n g s  of 
which you are s u s p e c t e d  and a l s o  in form you concern ing  yohr  
t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s  and your r i g h t s  t o  counse l ,  t o  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  h e r e .  You a r e  suspec t ed  o f :  

I 

(1) F a i l u r e  t o  obey a  l awfu l  g e n e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n  
concerning t h e  r e p o r t i n g  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  a l l e g e d ,  o r  
suspec t ed  w a r  c r imes .  

( 2 )  D e r e l i c t i o n  o f  your  d u t i e s  i n  connec t ion  
wi th  t h e  Task Force Barker  o p e r a t i o n  o f  approximately  16-18 
March 1968, and your  a c t i o n s  r e l a t e d  t h e r e t o ,  b e f o r e ,  d u r i n g ,  
and a f t e r  t h a t  operatlon 

A. What was t h e  charge ,  s i r ?  
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Q* D e r e l i c t i o n  o f  your  du ty  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h a t  
o p e r a t i o n ,  bo th  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  execu t ion ,  and a f t e r  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  was over .  

( 3 )  W i t h  the maiming of a Vietnamese national 
who w a s  i n  your  custody and c o n t r o l  a t  t h e  t ime.  A l e s s e r  
i nc luded  o f f e n s e  of  maiming i s  aggrava ted  a s s a u l t  which, 
among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  i n c l u d e s  t h e  i n t e n t i o n a l  i n f l i c t i o n  of  
g r ievous  b o d i l y  harm. 

You a r e  a l s o  suspec t ed  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  
p lanning ,  t h e  implementat ion,  and t h e  subsequent  execu t ion  
of an o p e r a t i o n  which had a s  some of i t s  purposes  t h e  
unlawful and s y s t e m a t i c  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  p r i v a t e  and p u b l i c  
p r o p e r t y ,  and t h e  k i l l i n g  of  c i v i l i a n s ,  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of 
t h e  laws o f  war,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Geneva Conventions o f  1949. 
The a c t s  of which you a r e  suspec t ed ,  i f  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  would 
c o n s t i t u t e  v i o l a t i o n s  of  t h e  laws o f  w a r ,  and a l s o  of  t h e  
Uniform Code of M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e .  

You a r e  a l s o  suspec t ed  of  t h e  suppres s ion ,  and 
consp i racy  t o  suppres s ,  i n fo rma t ion  concern ing  t h e  i n v e s t i g a -  
t i o n  of a c t s  which may have been committed by Task Force 
Barker t r o o p s  d u r i n g  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  My La i  a r e a  
of 16-18 March 1968. Some o f  t h e s e  a c t s  which may have -	 been committed by members o f  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  i n c l u d e  b u t  
they  a r e  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o :  unlawful  k i l l i n g  o r  murder of  
c i v i l i a n s ,  aggrava ted  a s s a u l t ,  r a p e ,  a r son ,  and unlawful  
d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  p r o p e r t y .  Those a c t s ,  i f  committed, may 
be v i o l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  laws o f  war,  and a l s o  grave  breaches  
under t h e  terms o f  t h e  Geneva Conventions o f  1949, and 
a l s o  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  Uniform Code of  M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e .  

Act ion t o  wi thhold  o r  t o  suppres s  i n fo rma t ion  
concern ing ,  and t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f ,  such a c t s ,  o r  a consp i r acy  
t o  wi thhold  o r  suppres s ,  may c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  o f f e n s e  o f  
m i s p r i s i o n  o f  f e l o n i e s ,  o r  accessory  a f t e r  t h e  f a c t ,  o r  
b o t h ,  a s  w e l l  a s  b e i n g  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  e x i s t i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  
Army r e g u l a t i o n s ,  d i r e c t i v e s  o f  h i g h e r  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  
d e r e l i c t i o n  o f  d u t i e s ,  and conduct unbecoming an o f f i c e r .  

You a r e  a l s o  suspec t ed  of  t h e  o f f e n s e  o f  murder 
of  a t  l e a s t  one Vietnamese n a t i o n a l  who was i n  your  c a r e  o r  
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custody. Do you understand t h e s e  o f fenses  a s  I have r e l a t e d  
them, very genera l ly?  

A. General ly  I understand, yes ,  sir. 

Q - Counsel, do you understand? 

CPT MACDONALD: Y e s ,  sir. 

LT ALLEN: Yes, sir. 

Q- Before we  go any f u r t h e r ,  I want now t o  move 
i n t o  an explanat ion  o f  your r i g h t  t o  counsel and your  
r i g h t  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  testimony. You have, o f  course,  t h e  
r i g h t  t o  remain s i l e n t ,  t o  n o t  answer any ques t ions  what-
soever.  Any s ta tement  t h a t  you do make may be used i n  
evidence a g a i n s t  you i n  a c r imina l  t r i a l .  You have the 
r i g h t  t o  -consul t  wi th  counsel ,  and by counsel  I mean a 
c ~ : a l i f i e d  l m y e r .  You have two of them presen t  today. 
1n a d d i t i o n  t o  m i l i t a r y  counsel ,  you may, i f  you wish, 
r e t a i n  c i v i l i a n  counsel a t  your own expense, and he 
may be p resen t  wi th  you. We would appoint  counsel.  ,However 
I th ink  you a r e  s a t i s f i e d  with t h e  counsel you have now. 

A. I b e l i e v e  I am, s i r .  

Q.  You have no f u r t h e r  r eques t  f o r  m i l i t a r y  counsel.  
You can have t h e s e  counsel with you i n  t h i s  hear ing .  You can 
consu l t  wi th  them a t  any t ime, and they can consu l t  with you 
a t  any time. I f  you want t o  have c i v i l i a n  counsel  i n  add i t ion ,  
t h a t  i s  your p r i v i l e g e  a l s o .  You have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  
you, f o r  a s h o r t  time a t  l e a s t ,  a copy of the  p r i o r  testimony 
which you gave before  General PEERS i n  Decemker. Have you 
had some oppor tuni ty  t o  examine t h a t ?  

CPT MACDONALD: Yes, s ir .  I have b r i e f l y .  

Q.  Lieutenant?  

LT =LEN: Yes, sir.  

Q I f  you decide t h a t  you wish t o  answer ques t ions ,  
you may never the less  decide t h a t  t h e r e  a re  c e r t a i n  ques t ions  
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t h a t  you do n o t  want t o  answer,  and you may t e r m i n a t e  t h e  
q u e s t i o n i n g  by s t a t i n g  you have no f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  
you w i l l  answer, a t  any Lime. Do you unders tand  your  r i g h t s  
a s  I have gone through them s o  f a r ?  

A. I do,  s ir .  

Q- Would you l i k e  t o  have me e x p l a i n  them any
f u r t h e r ?  

A .  I t h i n k  n o t ,  sir.  

Q * ' Cap ta in ,  l i e u t e n a n t ,  do you have any q u e s t i o n s  a t  
t h i s  t ime?  

CPT MACDONALD: No, s ir .  

LT ALLEN: No, sir.  

Q Since  you have counse l ,  I' won 't go i n t o  t h a t  
f u r t h e r .  My n e x t  q u e s t i o n  i s  whether  you a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  
make any s t a t e m e n t  o r  t o  answer any q u e s t i o n s .  

CPT MACDONALD: Could we beg your  indulgence  f o r  a few - minutes ,  Genera l ,  t o  d i s c u s s  a few o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s  wi th  
Captain  KOTOUC? I was on ly  aware of t h e  s u s p e c t e d  maiming 
and t h e  suspec t ed  murder i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  W e  cou ld  s l i p  
o u t  i n  t h e  h a l l  f o r  j u s t  a few seconds.  

I0 : C e r t a i n l y .  The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t ime .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1832 hour s ,  9  February 
1970.)  

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1834 hour s ,  9 February 
1970.)  

I0 : The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : A 1 1  persons  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  
a r e  aga in  p r e s e n t .  

COL MILLER: Capta in ,  have you had an o p p o r t u n i t y  now t o  
c o n s u l t  w i t h  counse l?  
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A. Y e s ,  I have. 

Q A r e  you ready t o  answer my q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. General  PEERS, gentlemen, due t o  t h e  wide v a r i e t y  
o f  a l l e g a t i o n s  cove r ing  an u n s p e c i f i c  t i m e  and p e r i o d  when 
I w a s  i n  Vietnam. I d o n ' t ,  under advice  o f  counse l  and i n  my 
own mind--I f e e l  it b e s t  n o t  t o  make any s t a t e m e n t s  a t  t h i s  
t i m e .  

Q- I might j u s t  a s k ,  counse l ,  a r e  you concerned about  
t h i s  cover ing  a wide a r e a  o r  space  i n  t ime? These are 
keyed tc, t h e  i n c i d e n t  of 16-18 March i n  one way o r  a n o t h e r  
ic a l l  c j s e s .  

CPT MACDONALD: Y e s ,  s ir .  I ' m  concerned mainly ,  w e l l ,  n o t  
mainly,  b u t  t o  a degree  w i t h  d e r e l i c t i o n  o f  d u t y ,  t h e  f a i l u r e  
t o  okey r e g u l a t i o n s ,  t o  r e p o r t  w a r  cr imes.  I d i d  t h i n k  
a t  one t i m s  t h a t  Capta in  KOTOUC could  g i v e  in fo rma t ion ,  b u t  
I th ink  :q7i-lal.1 +?ese  suspec t ed  o f f e n s e s  t h a t  w e  now have,  
my a d ~ l c - et o  him is--and I t h i n k  i t ' s  h i s  r i g h t ,  s i r ,  t o  do 
--is t o  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e f u s e  t o  answer any q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  
t i m e .  I can g ive  him no o t h e r  advice  a s  a lawyer.  

Q. I unders tand your p o s i t i o n .  I f  i t ' s  j u s t  a q u e s t i o n  
of  be ing  a l i t t l e  more s p e c i f i c  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s - -

CPT MACDONALD: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  any more s p e c i -
f i c i t y  i s  neces sa ry .  

Q. For example t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  t o  which we r e f e r  -is 
e s s e n t i a l l y  MACV D i r e c t i v e  20 -4 ,  which i s  b ind ing  upon 
a l l  persons  s u b j e c t  t o  MACV who a r e  i n  Vietnam, i n c l u d i n g  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e x e  o r  anyone i n  corrbat. Those people  are 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  concerned.  I f  you wish t o  have t ime t o  look a t  
t h e  d i r e c t i v e ,  I ' d  be g l a d  t o  g ive  you a l i t t l e  t i m e .  

CPT MACDONA1,D: I s t i l l  b e l i e v e ,  now of cou r se ,  i n  t h e  f i n a l  
a n a l y s i s ,  Capta in  XOTOUC has t o  dec ide  what he  wants t o  do. 
I can on ly  a d v i s e  him. I do t h i n k ,  because o f  t h e  s e r i o u s -
ness  of t h e  o f f e n s e s ,  p l u s  t h e  f a c t  of t h e  d e r e l i c t i o n  o f  
duty--1 suppose can be commit.ted a t  any t i m e  ove r  a p e r i o d  
of  days-- that  I t h i n k  it would no t  be wise  f o r  him t o  t a l k  
about t h i s  pe r iod .  I t h i n k  anything--wel l ,  I ' l l  j u s t  l e a v e  
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it a t  t h a t .  My adv ice  i s ,  I t h i n k  L i e u t e n a n t  ALLEN a g r e e s ,  
t h a t  h e  s h o u l d  e x e r c i s e  h i s  r i g h t  t o  remain s i l e n t .  

Q T h a t ' s  what you wish t o  do? 

CPT KOTOUC: They a r e  my counse l ,  s i r ,  and I a m  c o n f i d e n t  i n  
my own mind t h a t  t h e y  a r e  competent.  

10: Would you c a r e  t o  answer any,  o r  t o  . h e a r  any,  , 

q u e s t i o n s  and then  dec ide  whether  o r  n o t  you would l i k e  t o '  
respond t o  them? 

CPT KOTOUC: Well aga in ,  s i r ,  I have g o t  my c o u n s e l ,  and I 
have t o  l i s t e n  t o  my counse l ,  o r  I might j u s t  a s  w e l l  n o t  
have them, s ir .  

I 0 : A l l  r i g h t .  Before  w e  recess, I would l i k e  t o  
aga in  c a u t i o n  you of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you have been o rde red  
no t  t o  d i s c u s s  your t es t imony,  t h a t  which you have h e a r d  
i n  t h i s  room, w i t h  o t h e r s .  

CPT KOTOUC: T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  sir.  I r e s p e c t  t h a t  conf idence .  

g o  
 I n c l u d i n g  any i n d i v i d u a l ,  who may have o r  may 
appear  a s  a w i t n e s s  b e f o r e  t h i s  i n q u i r y .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

CPT MACDONALD: Excuse me, s i r .  I j u s t  have one q u e s t i o n .  
I came i n t o  t h i s  b u s i n e s s  somewhat l a t e .  Cap ta in  KOTOUC 
had appeared b e f o r e  you once b e f o r e  when n o t h i n g  was pending,  
t h e r e  w e r e  no s u s p e c t e d  o f f e n s e s .  I came t o  Washington 3 
weeks ago t o  appear  b e f o r e  a Sena te  subcommittee-- 

LT ALLEN : ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  House. 

CPT MACDONALD: House subcommittee, I ' m  s o r r y .  I t h i n k  t h e  
Sena te  may c a l l  us i n  a t  some t i m e .  I want t o  know, a r e  t h e r e  
any r e s t r i c t i o n s  i f  w e  a r e  r e c a l l e d  b e f o r e  the House o f  
Represen ta t ives  o r  t h e  Sena te?  

I0: I have no r i g h t  o r  a u t h o r i t y  t o  p rec lude  Capta in  
KOTOUC from t e s t i f y i n g  b e f o r e  any competent l e g i s l a t i v e  body, 
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which would inc lude  any of  t h e  committees o r  subcommittees 
of e i t h e r  t h e  House o r  t h e  Senate,  and i f  you a r e  s o  c a l l e d ,  
your previous testimony, your appearance here t h i s  af ternoon,  
would i n  no way preclude o r  prevent  you from appearing. 

CPT KOTOUC: Y e s ,  sir. 

CPT IACDONALD: Thank you, sir, t h a t  answers my ques t ion .  

10: 	 The hear ing  w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1840 hours,  9 February 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 


WITNESS: LEWELLEN, Charles R., CPT 


DATE OF TESTIMONY: 23 December 1969 


PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 


WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 


COUNSEL: None 


DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Assistant S3 for Task 

Force Barker. 


1. PRIOR TRAINING IN RULES OF LAND.'WAVARE. 


a. LEWELLENYs connection with traininq. 


Prior to becoming Assistant S3 for Task Force 

Barker, Captain LEWELLEN was operations officer for the 

Americal Division's training program given at the Americal 

Combat Center at Chu Lai (pgs. 38, 39). His job was 

primarily programming, scheduling, and inspecting training 

(pg. 40). He did not instruct (pg. 40). 


b. Instruction given on the Rules of Land Warfare 

at the Combat Center. 


Initially, training on the Geneva Conventions was 

given by JAG officers (pg. 37). However, it was later given 

by training center personnel (pg. 37). He did not recall 

any specific training dealing with noncombatants (pg. 37), 

but he thought this was covered in the instruction given on 

the rules of engagement (pg. 41). The pacification program 

was not discussed in the training given at the combat 

center (pg. 42). He did not recall individuals being 

taught that they had the right to protest an illegal 

order (pg. 38). 
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Cards covering the rules of land warfare were 
supposed to be in the possession of each soldier by the 
time he reached the combat center (pg. 3 8 ) ,  and they 
were periodi.cally checked to see if they had their cards 
(pg. 39) . He did not know if the cards were used for 
instruction at the combat center (pg. 39). To his knowledge, 
no documents providing guidance in the investigation and 
reporting of war crimes were used or referred to in any of 
tile instruction given in the America1 Division (pg. 43) . 
He was n o t  personally familiar with the K%ACV Card "Guide 
for Unit Commanders" (pgs. 39, 40). He did remember thc 
IvlACV cards ,  "Enemy in Your Hands" and "Nine Rules" (pg. 39) . 
2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 


LEWELLEN did not attend the briefing on the 15th due 
to the fact that he worked nights as TOC duty officer and 
slept during the day (pg. 4). He did not recall any 
discussion concerning the forthcoming spebation while TOC 
duty officer t3ae night prior to the My Lai operation ( p g e 5 ) .  

3 .  ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

LEWELLEN remained in the TOC on the morning of 
the 16th and taped radio transmissions of the operation 
until approximately 1100 or 1200 hours (pg. 6). He made 
this tape because similar tapes made on his previous tour 
in Vietnam had proved to be good training aids (pg, 121, 
The tape was turned on on ly  during the ectual radio 
transanission (pg. 15). We did not know how many feet 
of tape he took (pg. 15). He was unable to get ah1 of t h e  
transmissions on the tape due to the fact that he had to 
turn it over several times and rethread it (pg. 19). He 
did not know where the original tape is (pg, 18). Since 
his return f r ~ mVietnam, he had added a copy of the original 
tape to a longer tape, which included transmissions of 
similar operations (pgs.  18, 19). However, the espy presen ted  
to the committee is an absolute duplicate of that which was 
r ecn rd~c !in Vi .e t -nm (p9- 191 
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b. LEWELLENts knowledge of  t h e  opera t ion  from t h e  t ape .  

LEWELLEN was unaware of  any conversa t ions  which 
occurred dur ing  t h e  opera t ion  o t h e r  than those  on t h e  t ape  
(pg. 9)  . I n  f a c t ,  a s i d e  from what i s  on t h e  t a p e ,  he d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  much about t h e  opera t ion  (pg. 11). The t ape  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  an i n t e n s i v e  a r t i l l e r y  prep on 
t h e  LZ p r i o r  t o  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  i n  (pg. 6 ) .  He r e c a l l s  a 
r e p o r t  of  84 K I A ' s  due t o  a r t i l l e r y  (pg. 8 ) ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  
remember t h e  r e p o r t  of  69 KIA (pg. 1 0 ) .  The LZ was repor ted  
co ld  (pg. 6 ) .  However, t h e  p i l o t s  r epor ted  rece iv ing  f i r e  
on t h e  second l i f t  which they re tu rned  (pg. 7 ) .  They 
claimed t h a t  they  had k i l l e d  many VC with weapons (pg. 7 ) .  
The p i l o t s  made s e v e r a l  r eques t s  of'MEDINA t o  p o l i c e  up 
t h e  equipment i n  t h e  possess ion  o f  t h e  VC they  had k i l l e d  
(pg. 9 )  . LEWELLEN heard no r a d i o  t ransmiss ions  from t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s  concerning t h e  k i l l i n g  of  c i v i l i a n s  
(pg. 1 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  recall  an o rde r  from BARKER t o  
CALHOUN t o  o v e r f l y  t h e  a r e a  i n  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  (pg. 11). 
H e  d i d  n o t  recall any i n s t r u c t i o n s  i s s u e d  by e i t h e r  
BARKER o r  CALHOUN t o  have t h e  people on t h e  ground s t o p  
t h e  burning and t h e  k i l l i n g  (pg. 11). H e  was unaware of 
C Company's r e p o r t  of 100 VC K I A  (pg. 1 3 ) .  The t ape  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  HENDERSON a r r i v e d  a t  LZ Dot t i e  with two VC 
suspec t s  (pg. 9 ) .  A 60 nun mortar  and mortar rounds were 
found on H i l l  85 (pg. 7 ) .  

c. That which he remembers of t h e  opera t ion  through 
h i s  own knowledqe. 

H e  r e c a l l e d  t h e  a r r i v a l  of KOSTER and HENDERSON 
on t h e  morning of t h e  16th ,  b u t  he d i d  n o t  g e t  close 
enough t o  them to  overhear  t h e i r  conversa t ion  (pg. 8 ) .  H e  
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  WATKE o r  anybody connected w i t h  t h e  aero-
scou t  o u t f i t  complaining t o  BARKER about  t h e  unnecessary 
k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 16). H e  d i d  n o t  know i f  BARKER 
re tu rned  t o  t h e  TOC before  o r  a f ter 1000 hours ; however, he 
d i d  no t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  BARKER was a t  the TOC when KOSTER 
a r r i v e d  a t  0935 hours (pgs. 2 7 ,  2 8 ) .  Shor t ly  a f t e r  t h e  
t ape  ran  o u t ,  he went t o  bed because he had t o  work t h a t  
n i g h t  (pg. 1 0 ) .  H e  was n o t  i n  t h e  TOC on t h e  af ternoon 
of t h e  16 th  (pg. 1 2 ) .  

4 .  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

H e  was unaware of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  My Lai 
i n c i d e n t  (pg. 2 4 ) .  H e  heard nothing about a complaint 
from a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  t h a t  t h e r e  had been unnecessary 
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k i l l i n g  (pg. 2 4 ) .  He heard nothing concerning a confronta t ion  
between a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  and a ground element (pg. 2 4 ) .  
H e  was never asked t o  write a s ta tement  concerning what he  
knew about t h e  My L a i  ope ra t ion  or make an o r a l  s ta tement  
under oa th  (pg. 25) .  H e  could recall  n o t  d i s c u s s i o n  concerning 
t h e  d i s p a r i t y  i n  t h e  body count t o  weapons r a t i o  (pgs.  1 2 ,  
1 3 ) .  He was u n f c m i l i a r  wi th  any information rece ived 
from t h e  v i l l a g e  chief  a t  Song My (pg. 25) , and d i d  n o t  
see any VC propaganda on t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  he i s  a c o l l e c t o r  of  such propaganda (pg. 26) .  H e  
never heard any rumors about t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 2 6 ) ,  and never 
spoke t o  MEDINA about it (pg. 2 7 )  . 
5. REPORTS OF INVESTIGATION. 

I n  h i s  capac i ty  as n i g h t  TOC duty  o f f i c e r ,  he had no 
occasion t o  see t h e  Task Force Barker a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  
da ted  28 March (pg. 2 4 ) .  H e  was n o t  f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h i s  
r e p o r t  (pg. 2 4 ) .  

6. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The a v a i l a h i l t y  of r a d i o s  wi th in  Task Force Barker. 
/ 

The t a s k  f o r c e  had a l i m i t e d  number of  r a d i o s  
(pg. 3 1 ) .  There were only  two VRC 46 's  i n  t h e  TOC 
(pg. 4 6 ) :  one was on t h e  br igade  frequency and t h e  o t h e r  
was on t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  frequency (pg. 46) .  There was a h o t  
l i n e  d i r e c t l y  from t h e  TOC t o  Bronco which was t i e d  i n t o  
Bronco's swi tch  (pg. 3 1 ) .  They were a l s o  t i e d  i n  wi th  
4/3 (pg. 3 1 ) .  Companies which could n o t  be reached 
d i r e c t l y  from t h e  TOC were reached by going through t h e  
Uptight  command push (pg. 3 1 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  t h a t  on t h e  
day of t h e  opera t ion  t h e r e  was no d i r e c t  r a d i o  c o n t a c t  
with C h a r l i e  Company (pg. 34) .  A r e l a y  was needed 
(pg. 3 4 ) .  H e  picked up no t ransmiss ion  from C Company 
while  it was on t h e  ground from t h e  r a d i o  he was 
monitoring (pg. 29) . 

b. P repara t ion  of a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  wi th in  
Task Force Barker. 

LEWELLEN never prepared a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  f u ~  
t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  (pg. 30). Very l i t t l e  paper work was done 
by t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  (pg. 3 0 ) .  Operat ions o r d e r s  were 
normally v e r b a l  (pg, 3 0 ) .  
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c. Report of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s .  

H e  d i d  no t  cons ide r  t h e  r e p o r t  of 10 t o  11 
c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  abnormal (pg. 17). However, t h e s e  
would be r e p o r t e d  (pg. 1 7 ) .  C i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  were 
counted s e p a r a t e l y  i f  they were d e f i n i t e l y  proven t o  be  
c i v i l i a n  (pg. 1 8 ) .  'Otherwise, they were inc luded i n  t h e  
VC body count  (pg. 1 8 ) .  

d .  Others t o  whom he had spoken s i n c e  t h e  s t o r y  
broke i n  t h e  p ress .  

The only  person t o  whom LEWELLEN had spoken 
s i n c e  t h e  s t o r y  broke i n  t h e  p r e s s  was Sergeant  JOHNSON, 
t h e  opera t ions  se rgean t  i n  t h e  school  br igade  (pg. 4 ) .  
They d i scussed  t h e  opera t ion  and t r i e d  t o  r e c a l l  t h e  
f a c t s  (pg. 4 ) .  JOHNSON was n o t  h e l p f u l  t o  LEWELLEN 
i n  r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  mat te r  (pg. 4 )  . 

e. Those normally i n  t h e  TOC. 

Those who would have norrnally'been i n  t h e  TOC 
between 0800 and 1000 were: Sergeant  JOIjNSON; Major 
CALHOUN; a Negro E-4,  who was a c l e r k  t y p i s t :  a Negro 
o f f i c e r ,  who was t h e  communications o f f i c e r ;  and Sergeant  
STEPHENS, t h e  S2 se rgean t .  
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EXHIBITS 

tEXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION ' NOTES PAGES 

D- 3 

D- 4 

D- 5 

D-7 

was b a s i c a l l y  .' I 
covered i n  Combat I 

MACV D i r e c t i v e  525-18 

MACV ~ i r e c t i v e  95-4 

MACV D i r e c t i v e  525-4 

11 th  Brigade Res 525-1 

i
> W i t  had never  seen.  
This  informat ion  

'Center.  1 4 1  
This  in fo rmat ion '  1 

40 

was o u t  of  Combat I 
Center .  I 

M- 4 

M-16 

.O-5 
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MACV Card "Guide f o r  
Unit  Commanders" 

TF Barker l o g ,  14-18Mar 

R- 1 

R- 2 

I 
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Communications Sketch 
prepared by wi tness  

W i t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
see ing  be fo re .  
W i t  informed he 
could use log  t o  
r e f r e s n  memory. 
W i t  could n o t %  
r e c a l l  item 

HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  
Combat A f t e r  Action 
Report,  28 Mar 

4 2  

4 0  

22.-

bnte rea  i n t o  
evidence a s  ah 
e x h i b i t  

V card  "Nine Rulesl1 ca l l  s e e i n g  before. 
MACV Card, "Enemy i n  W i t  d i d  mot re--* Hands " ca l l  seeing before.  

6 , l O  

39 

39 

W i t  had never  seen. 

W i t  had never  seen.  
W i t  d i d  n o t  r e -

25 

2 4  



(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1135 hours ,  23 
~ e c e m b e r  1969. ) 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing named members a r e  p resen t :  MR WEST, 
MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL MILLER, COL WILSON, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, 
and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  nex t  wi tness  is  Captain C h a r l i e  R.  
LEWELLEN . 

(CPT LEWELLEN, , U . S .  Army, Headquarters 
and Headquarters Company, School Brigade. United S t a t e s  Army 
I n f a n t r y  School, F o r t  Benning, Georgia.)  

MR WEST: Captain LEWELLEN, General PEERS w i l l  be i n  i n  a 
moment. Before we g e t  t o  t h e  ques t ion ing ,  Colonel MILLER 
w i l l  g ive  you some information a s  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  
hear ing .  

COL MILLER: Captain,  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  
by t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Army and t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  
Army. I t  i s  f o r  t h e  purpose of determining f a c t s  and mak- 
i n g  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations i n  two major a r e a s :  

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and t h e  subsequent review and r e p o r t s  
wi th in  t h e  chain  of comnland, of what we now commonly 
r e f e r  t o  a s  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of March 1968, and 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  o r  withholding of 
i n f o m a t i o n  by any person who had a duty  t o  r e p o r t  and t o  
f u r n i s h  informat ion  concerning t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t .  

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  f o r  t h e s e  two p r i n c i p a l  pur- 
poses.  I t  i s  no t  being conducted t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  everyth ing  
t h a t  went on a t  My Lai  during t h e  pe r iod  i n  q u e s t i o n ,  although 
we w i l l  g e t  i n t o  many of t h e  d e t a i l s .  

We have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us t h e  s ta tements  o f  
many wi tnesses  whose s ta tements  were taken  i n  p r i o r  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n s  and o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  

Your testimony w i l l  be under oa th  and a verbatim 
record  w i l l  be maintained. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  r e p o r t e r ,  we 
a r e  a l s o  p u t t i n g  t h i s  on t ape .  

The qenera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  w i l l  be. -

c o n f i d e n t i a l .  L ow ever, it is  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  some o r  a l l  of 
t h e  testimony a t  some l a t e r  t i m e  may become a m a t t e r  of 
pub l i c  knowledge. 

-
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A s  you n o t i c e ,  t h e r e  are a number of  people here .  
I want t o  exp la in  t h e i r  purposes and their s t a t u s .  F i r s t ,  
d i r e c t l y  ac ross  f r o m  you is  M r .  MACCRATE and on your l e f t  is 
M r .  WALSH. They are both  c i v i l i a n  a t to rneys  who have been 
m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  by t h e  Sec re ta ry  of  t h e  Army and are adv i so r s  
and counse lors  t o  General  PEERS. General PEERS, who w i l l  
be h e r e  s h o r t l y ,  is  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  and he has 
t h e  s o l e  r e s p o n s i b l i i t y  of weighing a l l  of  t h e  evzdence 
and making f i n d i n g s  and recommendations i n  t h i s  case. On my 
immediate l e f t  i s  M r .  WEST who is  from t h e  O f f i c e  of  General 
Counsel, Department of  t h e  Army. On my r i g h t  is Colonel 
WILSON. Now, any one of us  may be asking you ques t ions  
today. You now know a t  least genera l ly  who they  are. 

I have one o t h e r  t h i n g  and t h a t  is i n  r e s p e c t  
t o  d i scuss ing  your tes t imony t h a t  you g ive  he re .  You are 
ordered  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your- tes t imony given i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  inc lud ing  o t h e r  wi tnesses  who may have 
been o r  t h a t  may be wi tnesses ,  except  a s  you may be requ i red  
t o  do s o  i n  performance of your o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  o r  as you 
may be requ i red  t o  do b e f o r e  a competent j u d i c i a l  o r  admin-
i s t r a t i v e  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. 

I do n o t  b e l i e v e  you a r e  now s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  
o r d e r  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  genera l  cour t -mar t ia l  
case  of United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley .  Have you heard anything t o  
t h a t  e f f e c t ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  I have been ordered by Captain DANIEL 
n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  my testimony. 

(LTG PEERS en te red  t h e  hear ing  a t  1138 hours . )  

Q Have you r.eceived an o f f i c i a l  o rde r?  

A. No, s i r ,  I have no t .  

Q Your appearance before  t h i s  committee i n  no way
a f f e c t s  whatever i n s t r u c t i o n s  you received i n  r e s p e c t  t o  t h a t  
case ,  except  t h a t  your testimony here  i s  author ized  w i t h i n  
t h e  order  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h a t  case .  So, you can 
f e e l  f r e e  t o  t e s t i f y  he re .  I have nothing f u r t h e r .  

(COL MILLER l e f t  t h e  hear ing  room.) 
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10: Captain LEWELLEN, what was your duty assignment 
on t h e  1 6 t h  of March 1968? 

A. I w a s  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  S 3  f o r  Task Force Barker. 

Q How long had you been i n  t h a t  capaci ty?  

A. For approximately 5 days,  s i r .  

Q. What was your job be fo re  then? 

A. Before t h a t ,  s i r ,  I worked i n  t h e  America1 combat 
c e n t e r  t r a i n i n g  replacements coming i n t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

Q And how long had you been i n  t h a t  capaci ty?  

A. Approximately 2 months. I helped them g e t  t h e  
school o f f  t h e  ground, sir.  

Q I can s e e  we may want t o  t a l k  about t h a t  a l i t t l e  
l a t e r  on. How long d i d  you s t a y  as  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  S 3  of Task 
Force Barker? 

A. U n t i l  t h e  Task Force d i s so lved ,  s i r ,  sometime i n  
Apr i l .  About Apr i l  6 ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q. Y e s ,  and what d id  you do a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. I went down and I had about 3 weeks of non-
duty days and I assumed command of headquar ters  company, 
11 th  Brigade. 

Q . You then took ,over from Lieutenant  GORE? 

A.  No, s i r ,  Lieutenant  GORE was my execut ive  o f f i c e r .  
I took over  from Captain O ' B R I E N ,  James O ' B R I E N .  

Q. Since t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  broke i n  the  news some-
time i n  l a t e  February o r  l a t e  September, October,  d i d  you 
d i scuss  it wi th  anybody from t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  or from t h e  
br igade  o r  from t h e  Arnerical Divis ion  concerning t h i s  oper-
a t i o n ?  
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A. None, o t h e r  than  Sergeant  JOHNSON, sir ,  t h e  oper-
a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t  i n  t h e  school  br igade .  

Q. You d i d  t a l k  t o  him? 

A. yes ,  sir. 

Q What d i d  you t a l k  about? 

A. We discussed  t h e  opera t ion .  I t r i e d  t o  recall a l l  
t h e  f a c t s  t h a t  I could. 

a .  Was he h e l p f u l  t o  you i n  r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h i s ?  

A. No, sir, no t  r e a l l y .  

Q. Aside. from t h a t  you h a d n ' t  t a lked  t o  any o t h e r  
i n d i v i d u a l  from t h e  America1 Divis ion concerning t h i s ?  

A. W e l l ,  L ieutenant  CALLEY was i n  my company. I had 
occasion t o  speak t o  him once, b u t  we mostly reminisced about 
th ings  t h a t  happened i n  t h e  br igade .  We d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  g e t  
down t o  My Lai. 

Q When d id  t h i s  t a k e  p lace?  

A. S i r ,  it was sometime i n  t h e  l a t e r  p a r t  of September 
o r  e a r l y  October. I ' m  n o t  f o r  su re .  I d o n ' t  remember exac t ly .  

Q. Coming back t o  t h e  opera t ion  i t s e l f ,  t h e  o rde r s  
f o r  t h e  opera t ion  were i s sued  i n  t h e  af ternoon o r  evening of 
t h e  15th .  Were you p resen t  while  these  o rde r s  were be ing  
i ssued?  

A. No, s i r ,  I was no t .  

Q. Where were you a t  t h e  time? 

A. S i r ,  I worked a s  n i g h t  TOC duty o f f i c e r  and mostly 
dur ing  t h e  day I s l e p t  and I would g e t  up around 1600 hours 
o r  thereabouts  and shower and shave and c lean  up and g e t  a 
b i t e  t o  e a t  and come back down t o  t h e  TOC and I would g e t  a 
b r i e f i n g ,  normally from Major CALHOUN a s  t o  l o c a t i o n s  of t h e  
u n i t s ,  and I normally would go on duty about 1800, normally 
around t h e r e .  
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Q You d i d n ' t  hea r ,  t hen ,  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  given 
t o  t h e  commanders by Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q Did you hear  a  b r i e f i n g  by t h e  2 ,  o r  by t h e  3 
o r  by Colonel BARKER himself?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  not .  

Q That evening when you were i n  the  TOC, do you 
r e c a l l  any d i scuss ions  concerning t h e  forthcoming opera t ion?  

A. No, s i r ,  I do no t .  

Q The fol lowing day, t h e  16 th ,  Task Force Barker 
i s  going t o  t i e  i n t o  t h i s  opera t ion ,  one of t h e  l a r g e s t ,  from 
what we had i n d i c a t e d ,  t h a t  they had conducted t o  d a t e ,  and 
going i n t o  a h o t  a rea .  What d i d  you do? 

A. Well, I continued on, s i r ,  and we awakened Colonel 
BARKER e a r l i e r  than normal and he g o t  up and came on down 
and was wa i t ing  on h i s  C&C sh ip .  Major CALHOUN came i n  and 
Sergeant  CONVERSE who was my opera t ions  se rgean t ,  he and I 
went o f f  duty.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  where he went. I suppose t o  
bed. I s tayed up though and g o t  my t a p e  recorde r  and pre-
pared t o  t a p e  t h e  opera t ion .  

Q. Did you a l s o  provide a copy of t h i s  t ape  t o  
Colonel BARKER? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I d id .  

Q Did t h i s  t ape  become reproduced i n  s e v e r a l  copies? 

A .  Yes, s i r ,  it has.  

Q. Well, a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  not  s i n c e  it has been re tu rned  
t o  t h e  S t a t e s .  

A. A t  t h a t  time? No, s i r .  ,That  was t h e  only copy 
t h a t  I made f o r  Colonel BARKER. 

Q J u s t  one copy f o r  Colonel BARKER? 

A .  J u s t  one copy f o r  Colonel BARKER. He asked m e  
i f  I would make him a copy. 
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Q .  So you w e r e  p r e s e n t  wi th  your t a p e  recorde r  i n  
t h e  TOC dur ing  the e a r l y  hours of  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. Y e s ,  sir,  from t h e  t i m e  t h e  opera t ion  kicked o f f  
u n t i l  approximately 1100 o r  1200 hours ,  sir. 

I0: L e t  m e  have t h e  l o g  f o r  Task Force Barker f o r  
t h e  1 6 t h  of  March? 

(The recorde r  d i d  a s  d i rec ted . )  

I0: W e  have he re  E x h i b i t  M-16 which may a l s o  a s s i s t  
you, on the 16th  i n  recount ing  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  which took p l a c e  
as they  came i n t o  t h e  TOC. What i s  t h e  f irst  t h i n g  t h a t  you 
remember about t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. W e l l ,  sir, t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  I remember is 
roughly t h e  l i f t  s h i p s  coming i n .  

Q Coming i n ?  

A .  Coming i n  t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  sir. 

Q And then  you undoubtly remember l i f t i n g  o u t  t h e  
first l i f t  of Char l i e  Company? 

A. Y e s .  

Q When they went i n ,  do you r e c a l l  t h e  cond i t ion  
of t h e  LZ? 

A. S i r ,  t h e  r e p o r t  of the' LZ was cold.  

Q .  Yes, and what happened a f t e r  t h a t ? .  The opera t ion  
from t h e r e  a s  you r e c a l l  it. 

A. I f  we can,  l e t ' s  back up a b i t .  There was one 
i n t e n s i v e  a r t i l l e r y  prep on t h i s  LZ.  

Q What do you c a l l  an i n t e n s i v e  a r t i l l e r y  prep? 

A. There was q u i t e  a number of rounds. I d o n ' t  
remember t h e  exac t  number of rounds t h a t  were f i r e d .  I 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  they h i t  it p r e t t y  good. 

Q To your recol lec.kion,  how long d id  i t  l a s t ?  
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A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  how long it l a s t e d .  I ' m  no t  
s u r e  i f  t h e  guns from LZ Dot t i e  f i r e d  o r  no t .  I do know t h a t  
t h e  guns, t h e  105, from Upt ight ,  f i r e d  and I have been t r y -  
ing  t o  r e c a l l  bu t  I d o n ' t  remember, s i r ,  i f  t h e  1 7 5 ' s  o r  t h e  
1 5 5 ' s  from Dott-ief j red or n o t ,  When the first lift of Char-
l i e  Company went i n  t h e  LZ was cold  and they re tu rned  and 
picked up t h e  second l i f t  of Char l i e  Company and went i n t o  
t h e  LZ.  The s l i c k s  repor ted  rece iv ing  f i r e  on t h e  second 
going i n ,  i f  I remember r i g h t ,  and I have been l i s t e n i n g  t o  
t h e  t a p e  q u i t e  o f t e n  and they went t o  Uptight  and picked 
up Bravo Company. On t h e  t a p e  it i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  was 
q u i t e  a b i t  of f i r i n g  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  gunships,  both  
Sharks and Warlords. Severa l  r e p o r t s  on t h i s ,  s i r ,  of "dinks" 
with weapons and numerous t imes they came back and repor ted  
t h a t  they had k i l l e d  "dinks" wi th  weapons and i f  I remember 
r i g h t ,  a l l  t h e  web gear  i n  t h e  world was repor ted  by t h e  
p i l o t s .  Bravo Company was i n s e r t e d .  Somewhere i n  t h e  
opera t ion  Bravo had some wounded and Alpha had wounded. 
Alpha was i n  a blocking p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  nor th .  Alpha I 
b e l i e v e ,  was t h e  f i r s t  t o  r e p o r t  wounded froiri booby t r a p s  
and a dus to f f  was c a l l e d  f o r  t h a t .  Bravo had wounded and 
Colonel BARKER, t h i s  was l a t e r  on i n  t h e  opera t ion  I b e l i e v e ,  
Bravo had some wounded and Colonel BARKER went i n  t o  p ick  
those  people up. They came back and jumped o f f  t h e  chopper 
a t  D o t t i e  and then t h e  chopper continued on i n t o  Chu La i .  
The aero-scouts ,  somewhere i n  t h e  opera t ion ,  s i r ,  repor ted  
s i g h t i n g  mortars  on t h e  s i d e  of H i l l  85 and they  p u t  t h e i r  
i n f a n t r y  p la toon on t h i s  h i l l  and repor ted  t o  Colonel BARKER 
t h a t  they had two 60 mike-mike mortars  and mortar  rounds 
and they  were t ak ing  them ou t .  They were t h e r e  f o r  some time 
and they  l a t e r  repor ted  t h a t ,  " s c r a t c h  t h e  mortars ."  They 
did not  have t h e  mortars .  My personal  b e l i e f  i s ,  s i r ,  t h a t  
t h e r e  were mortars  on t h a t  h i l l  and those  people,  i n  f a c t ,  
took those  mortars .  I was an i n f a n t r y  p la toon l e a d e r  i n  the  
1st Divis ion and a 60 m i l l i m e t e r  i s  a h igh ly  d e s i r a b l e  p i e c e  
of equipment f o r  an  i n f a n t r y  p la toon who had no organic  
i n d i r e c t  f i r e  support  weapons and I pe r sona l ly ,  s i r ,  have no 
proof ,  b u t  I f e l t  t h a t  they kept  t h e  two 60 mike-mikes and 
I th ink  t h a t  t h e  tape  tends t o  back t h i s  up t o  an e x t e n t  
because l a t e r  i n  t h e  t ape  i s  t h e  r e p o r t  t o  Warlord 6 o r  
Warlord 6 comes on t h e  a i r  and s t a t e s  t h a t ,  "Those a r e  our  
people. They have mortar tubes  and mortar rounds." They 
repea t  t h i s  a f t e r  they had given Colonel BARKER t h e  negat ive  
on t h e  mortars .  I s t rong ly  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  what happened 
t o  t h e  mortars .  I have no proof .  
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Q - Can you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  th ing?  

A. Well, Colonel BARKER'S t a l k i n g  back t o  t h e  TOC. 
H e  gave us  t h e  count a t  one t i m e  of t h e  V C ' s ,  "VC k i l l  as 
s i x . "  Sergeant  JOHNSON c o r r e c t s  him and g ives  seven. S h o r t l y  
a f t e r  t h a t  he g ives  him a count of 15 f o r  Char l i e  Company. 

Q F i f t e e n  o r  four teen?  

A. F i f t e e n ,  s i r ,  and somewhere i n  t h a t  t a p e  t h e r e  i s  
a r e p o r t  of 84 K I A ' s .  What t h i s  r e p o r t  was, sir ,  I d o n ' t  
know. I understand t h a t  it was people they found t h a t  had 
been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y .  

Q. The t ape  i n d i c a t e s  84? ' 

A. 84, s i r ,  i t ' s  n o t  r e a l  prominant on t h e  t ape .  I f  
you l i s t e n  t o  it, sir ,  you can hear  8-4 K I A ' s .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  t h i n g  no t  only from t h a t  
t a p e  bu t  r\-lhat went on and what came back i n t o  t h e  TOC? 

A. No, I was mainly concerned, s i r ,  with t h e  air-ground 
frequency. We only had two V R C - 4 7 ' s  i n  t h e  TOC. One of those  
was on t h e  br igade  push. Occasionally they would go over  t o  
t h e  4/3 's  frequency. We would c o n t a c t  them on l a n d l i n e  f o r  
dus tof f  and t h a t  s o r t  of t h i n g .  

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  General KOSTER a r r i v i n g  t h a t  morning? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  r do, and i n  f a c t ,  on t h e  t a p e  I ' m  t h e  
one t h a t  t o l d  Colonel BARKER t h a t  Saber 6 was t h e r e ,  s ir ,  a t  
t h a t  l o c a t i o n .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  Colonel HENDERSON a r r i v i n g  s h o r t l y  
t h e r e a f t e r ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I do. 

Q. What t r a n s p i r e d ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  because I d i d n ' t  g e t  c lose  t o  . .them t o  hear  what w a s  transp~ringsr what was going on, s ir .  
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Q Were you aware of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON 
had brought i n  two VC suspects?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h i s  i s  on t h e  t ape .  

Q. How does t h i s  check out?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I ' m  not  aware t h a t  he a c t u a l l y  
brought t h e s e  i n t o  Dot t i e .  I do know t h a t  on t h e  t a p e  it 
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  they d id  go down and pick up some people t h a t  
they had s p o t t e d  and i n i t i a l l y  they had s p o t t e d  t h r e e .  They 
had g o t t e n ,  I b e l i e v e ,  Warlord over  those  people and r e p o r t s  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he had them s t r i p p e d  down s tanding  on t h e  road 
and they  can go i n  and pick them up a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q Do you know whether o r  not  it was repor ted  t o  t h e  
TOC, a t  t h a t  t ime, t h e  ma t t e r  t h a t  t h e  11th  Brigade had seen 
s i x  t o  e i g h t  c i v i l i a n s  a t  t h a t  time? 

A .  I dcr not  know, sir.  

Q. Did you hear  any conversa t ion  between t h e  aero-
scouts  and t h e  ground elements? I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  guns 
i n  some of t h e  aero-scout u n i t s  t a l k i n g  t o  Captain MEDINA. 

A. Yes, sir.  Several  t imes it appeared t h a t  they  
had k i l l e d  s e v e r a l  VC and t h a t  they had dropped smoke on t h e i r  
bodies  and on some equipment t h a t  they were ca r ry ing  and they  
were t r y i n g  t o  g e t  h i m  t o  p o l i c e  it up because they were 
a f r a i d  t h a t  somebody would ca r ry  t h i s  equipment o f f .  Severa l  
t imes they  requested t h a t  they send somebody t o  p ick  t h i s  
up and one time they c a l l e d  h i m  and s a i d  t h a t  people he 
had s e n t  o u t  were wi th in  a hundred meters of t h e s e  bodies  b u t  
had turned  and gone i n  an oppos i te  d i r e c t i o n .  

Q. You're again g iv ing  me what i s  on t h e  tape .  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. I want t o  know about something t h a t  happened a f t e r  
t h a t .  

A .  No, s i r ,  I ' m  not  aware of any conversat ions 
o t h e r  than  what i s  on the  t ape .  
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Q. Were you p r e s e n t  when t h e  r e p o r t  came i n  of 69 
K I A  's ?  

A. 69, sir? 

Q - 69 K I A ' s .  

A. May I look i n  t h i s  l o g  a minute? I d o n ' t  recall. 

Q. Look a t  i t e m  number 22 a t  0840. 

A.  S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I d o n ' t  recall t h i s .  

Q .  Do you recall t h e  f i g u r e  8 4  coming i n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I r e c a l l  t h e  f i g u r e  84. I heard  t h i s  
on t h e  t a p e  sir. 

Q. Does t h a t  cause you t o  wonder what o r  how h o t  
t h i s  engagement was? 84 of them g e t t i n g  k i l l e d  by any 
means. This  r e p o r t  t h a t  we have h e r e  doesn ' t  i n d i c a t e  they 
w e r e  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y .  This j u s t  says they were VC K I A ' s .  

A. L i s t en ing  t o  t h e  t ape ,  again sir,  and from what 
I can r e c a l l  of t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  t h e r e  was q u i t e  a b i t  of 
f i r i n g  going on. The gunships appeared t o  be i n  it h o t  and 
heavy. 

Q.  I t a k e  it t h a t  you never quest ioned g e t t i n g  84 
t h i s  e a r l y  i n  t h e  opera t ion  then? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d id  not .  

Q Now, a f t e r  t h i s  tape  runs o u t ,  do you r e c a l l  any
conversat ion between t h e  Warlords and Captain MEDINA on the  
b a t t a l i o n  push? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  Shor t ly  a f t e r  t h e  t a p e  r a n  out  
I go t  a b i t e  t o  e a t  and went on t o  bed, s i r .  I had t o  work 
t h a t  n i g h t .  
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Q- With a r e a l  h o t  a c t i o n  l i k e  t h a t  going on,  you
j u s t  walked away from it even though you had been up a l l  
n igh t?  

A. I t  had calmed down, s i r ,  t o  a g r e a t  e x t e n t  a t  t h a t  
time. Colonel BARKER had re tu rned  and i t  appeared t o  me t h a t  
it was cool ing  o f f .  

Q How long d i d  you s t a y  t h e r e  with Colonel BARKER? 

A .  Stay where, s i r ?  

Q. I n  t h e  TOC wi th  Colonel BARKER. 

A. Well, Colonel BARKER'S hootch was about 15 meters 
from t h e  bunk t h a t  I s l e p t  i n .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  a conversa t ion  between Colonel BARKER 
and Major CALHOUN about Major CALHOUN t a k i n g  h i s  chopper t o  
go down and t a k e  a look a t  t h e  area?  

A. No, s i r ,  I do not .  

Q- Did you hear  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  i s sued  by Colonel 
BARKER o r  Major CALHOUN t o  t e l l  t h e  people on t h e  ground 
t h e r e  t o  s t o p  burning and t h e  k i l l i n g  t h a t  was going on? 

A. No, s ir ,  I do not .  

Q. What else do you r e c a l l  about t h i s  opera t ion  now, 
throughout t h e  day? 

A.  Outside of what i s  on t h e  t a p e ,  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  a whole l o t  about , t h e  opera t ion .  A s  I s a y ,  I j u s t  
joined t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  and, of course ,  t h e  i n d i c a t i o n  which 
we go t  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  number of k i l l e d ,  I t h i n k ,  was i n  t h e  
n a t u r e  of 121 and I f e l t  r e a l  good t h a t  we had a success-
f u l  ope ra t ion ,  s ir .  

Q. What t ime d i d  you come back on duty t h a t  day? Do 
you r e c a l l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir.  I t  w a s  around 1800 I would 
assume. 
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What prompted you t o  make t h e  t a p e ?  

A. S i r ,  t h i s  was my second t o u r  i n  Vietnam. I had 
t a p e s  t h a t  I had made d u r i n g  my f i r s t  t o u r  ove r  t h e r e .  I 
had deployed t o  Vietnam w i t h  t h e  198th  Brigade.  A t  t h e  t i m e  
t h e r e  w e r e  n o t  a g r e a t  number of  o f f i c e r s  who had se rved  i n  
Vietnam w i t h  American u n i t s ,  and by us ing  t h e  t a p e s  I had 
my f i r s t  t o u r  over  t h e r e  it w a s  a g r e a t  t r a i n i n g  a i d ,  sir,  
i n  p r e p a r i n g  t h e  198th  and h e l p i n g  p repa re  t h e  1st B a t t a l i o n ,  
52d I n f a n t r y  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  combat i n  Vietnam and t h i s  w a s  
t h e  reason  I made t h e  t a p e ,  sir. 

Q I t a k e  it you w e r e n ' t  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  TOC t h a t  
a f t e rnoon  and hea rd  any d i s c u s s i o n  over  t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  may 
have been passed  back and f o r t h  from t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander 
o r  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander and between t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  and 
C h a r l i e  Company. 

A. Not i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon .  I was n o t  t h e r e ,  sir. 

Q When t h e  r e p o r t  of t h e  128 VC came i n  and w a s  
t r a n s m i t t e d  and i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t hey  cap tured  t h r e e  i n d i v i d u a l  
weapons and t h r e e  U.S. 's  had been k i l l e d ,  how d i d  you v i s u a l -
i z e  t h i s ?  Did you t h i n k  t h i s  was a r ea sonab le  k i n d  of f i g u r e  
t o  b e  submi t t i ng?  

A. No, s i r ,  t h e  weapon s i t u a t i o n  i s ,  I f i n d  i s  
very  funny i n  Vietnam because you can k i l l  l a r g e  numbers 
of  VC and come up w i t h  a smal l  amount of weapons. The t h r e e  
weapons d i d  s t r i k e  me a s  r a t h e r  funny. P e r s o n a l l y ,  I t h i n k  
t h e r e  w e r e  more weapons cap tured  t h e n  t h e  t h r e e  i nd i ca t e t i  
and w e r e  k e p t  by t h e  t r o o p s .  

Q What o t h e r  weapons a r e  you t a l k i n g  about  a s i d e  
from t h e  two p o s s i b l e  mor ta rs?  

A. I n d i v i d u a l  weapons, s i r ,  f o r  t r o p h i e s .  

Q $ W e l l ,  d i d n ' t  t h e  b r i g a d e  and t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  
have p r e t t y  good c o n t r o l  of  t h a t ?  

A. They t r i e d  t h e i r  v e r y  b e s t ,  sir .  Sometimes 
t h e s e  people  j u s t  wou ldn ' t  t u r n  t h e r e  weapons i n .  

Q Did anybody r a i s e  any q u e s t i o n s  on t h e s e  t h r e e ?  
Rea l ly  g e t  o u t  and t r y  t o  make people  e x p l a i n  why 128 and 
on ly  3 weapons? O r  j u s t  a c c e p t i n g  some r e p o r t  l i k e  t h a t ?  
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A. Not t o  my knowledge, s i r .  

Q Were you aware of what t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  were 
i n  Char l i e  Company? 

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l  s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
whether Char l i e  Company requested a dustof  f . A s  f a r  as  the  
a c t u a l  number of c a s u a l t i e s  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q Well, were you aware of C h a r l i e ' s  r e p o r t i n g
somewhere i n  t h e  neighborhood of 100 VC K I A  and t h e i r  
c a s u a l t i e s  were one man s h o t  i n  t h e  f o o t  by a s e l f -
i n f l i c t e d  wound, though? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge, s i r .  

Q Wouldn't it be q u i t e  miraculous i f  you
could go through a b a t t l e  such a s  t h i s  with t h e  
enemy supposed t o  be entrenched i n  bunkers and s o  f o r t h  
and end up with one man wi th  a wounded foo t?  

A. Yes, it would, b u t  I have been i n  a b a t t l e  
a l s o ,  s i r ,  where we j u s t  about had t h e  same lops ided  
casua l ty  f i g u r e s .  I d i d n ' t  t h ink  about it, sir.  

Q Can you t e l l  why i n  t h i s  wrap-up a t  t h e  end 
of t h e  day, why t h e s e  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  were n o t  
repor ted?  

A. NO,  s i r ,  I cannot. 

MR MACCRATE: Captain LEWELLEN, you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you 
made t h i s  t a p e  f o r  Colonel BARKER and then  a t  another  t ime 
you seemed t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  you made it f o r  yourse l f  t o  use 
f o r  t r a i n i n g  purposes.  Which was i t ?  

A. I made t h e  t a p e ,  sir ,  f o r  myself. Colonel 
BARKER found o u t  t h a t  I had t h e  t ape  and asked me t o  
make him a copy of t h e  t a p e ,  s i r .  

Q When d id  you make Colonel BARKER a copy? 

A .  I t  was e i t h e r  t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  opera t ion ,  
t h e  16 th ,  o r  t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  17th while  I was on duty ,  
s i r .  I used h i s  t ape  recorder  and my t a p e  recorde r .  
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Q. I n  an answer t o  a ques t ion  by General PEERS, 
I thought you s a i d  t h e r e  w a s  only one copy of t h e  tape .  

A. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about an o r i g i n a l  and then  a copy, 
sir. 

Q .  W e l l ,  how many more copies  d i d  you make b e f o r e  
you l e f t  Vietnam? 

A. S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge t h a t  w a s  
t h e  only  copy of t h e  t a p e  t h a t  I made i n  Vietnam, 
the one f o r  Colonel BARKER. 

Q. You gave one copy t o  Colonel BARRER and he  
s e n t  t h a t  back t o  M r s .  BARKER? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- And what d i d  you do with your copy? 

A. I r e t a i n e d  my copy, sir. I t  w a s  on t h e  s m a l l  
le t ter  reels, and I w a s  us ing  a very cheap F u c h i t i  
t a p e  recorde r  and I j u s t  p u t  t h e  t a p e  back i n  my foot -
locker .  

Q - And where i s  your copy of t h e  tape?  

A. I t ' s  a t  home, sir. 

Q. Have you a t  any time furn ished  it t o  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I have. I gave two copies  of t h e  
t a p e  t o  Captain DANIELS of t h e  SJA a t  F o r t  Benning a t  
h i s  r eques t .  

Q Did you g ive  him your o r i g i n a l  t ape  o r  d i d  
you make copies  of t h e  t a p e  t h a t  you gave t o  him? 

A. Copies, s i r ,  of my t a p e  t h a t  I have a t  home. 

Q. What per iod  were you tapi-ng? A r e  you a b l e  
t o  f i x  by re fe rence ,  f o r  example, t o  t h e  long t ime span 
covered? Did you keep t h e  t ape  on a l l  t he  t i m e .  

A. No, s i r ,  I d id  no t ,  due t o  the  very s h o r t  amount 
of t ape  t h a t  I had. When t h e  r a d i o  would come on t h e  
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microphone, t h e r e ' s  an off-on switch and when t h e  r a d i o  
would crack on I put  it on and when they would c u t  o f f  t h e i r  
t ransmiss ion  I would c u t  it o f f .  I was recording  a t  one and 
seven-eighths inches per second. 

Q 9 And how many f e e t  d i d  you take?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  how much t ape  i s  on one 
of those  r e e l s .  I recorded both s i d e s  of two, s ir .  

Q And how l a t e  i n  t h e  morning d i d  t h a t  c a r r y  
you? 

A. Well, we picked t h e  opera t ion  up somewhere 
about 0700 hours and, a s  b e s t  I can r e c a l l ,  it goes 
through 1000, 1 1 0 0 ,  1200 i n  t h e  morning. I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  t h e  exac t  per iod it ended. 

Q = A s  you l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  t ape  r e c e n t l y ,  do 
you r e c a l l  what t h e  i n d i c a t i o n  recorded on the  t ape  was? 

A. Toward t h e  end, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  very l a s t  
t h a t ' s  on t h e r e ,  toward t h e  end Colonel BARKER i s  coming 
back, and we w i l l  send a v e h i c l e  up f o r  him, and he i s  
advised t h a t  t h e  genera l  i s  t h e r e .  LNO Primo 685  was, 
I b e l i e v e  t h e  c a l l  s ign  t h a t  was coming with t h e  LNO 
which was on up i n  t h e  morning. I f o r g e t  t h e  t ime t h e  
c o u r i e r  f l i g h t  l e f t  Bronco heading back but  it w a s  
on up i n  t h e  morning. This i s  toward t h e  end as  b e s t  
I can remember. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  who Warlord Alpha Lead was 
t h a t  day? 

A. The man? 

Q. Yes. 

A. I t h i n k ,  s i r ,  it was a Major WATKE. That i s  
t h e  name t h a t  s t i c k s  i n  my mind. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  from whom t h e  r e p o r t  came of 
84 VC KIA? 
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A. No, sir,  I don ' t .  I j u s t  remember t h a t  
f i g u r e .  I have some no tes  i n  my b r i e f c a s e  t h a t  I 
j u s t  s c r i b b l e d  down. I l i s t e n e d  t o  it and j u s t  wrote  
down coordina tes ,  number of VC t h a t  they r e p o r t  
k i l l e d  and t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g  and the  number 8 4  K I A ' s  
i s  i n  my no tes ,  sir. 

Q. Have you t r i e d  t o  make a t r a n s c r i p t  of  t h e  
tape?  

A. No, s i r ,  no t  a t r a n s c r i p t .  

Q. Well, I th ink  a f t e r  t h e  s e s s i o n  it would 
be h e l p f u l  i f  you have Captain LEWELLEN l i s t e n  t o  t h e  
tape .  I have nothing f u r t h e r .  

I0: While you w e r e  t h e r e  t h a t  morning, and 
a s  you g o t  up t o  11 o r  12 o ' c l o c k ,  do you r e c a l l  t h e  
Warlords coming back i n t o  LZ D o t t i e  and one of them re-
p o r t i n g  t o  Colonel BARKER o r  Major WATKE r e p o r t i n g  
t o  Colonel BARKER? 

A. I t  seems I remember them coming back i n ,  
sir. I d o n ' t  remember. They landed s e v e r a l  hundred 
o r  a  hundred meters from t h e  TOC on a l i t t l e  pad t h a t  
we had i n  t h a t  a rea  cons t ruc ted  f o r  them. I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  Major WATKF: o r  anybody connected 
wi th  t h e  aero-scout o u t f i t  complaining t o  Colonel 
BARKER about t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. No, sir.  I heard nothing of t h a t .  

MR WEST: I n  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  r a d i o  t ransmiss ions ,  
d i d  you hear  any t ransmiss ion  from t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t  on t h i s  s u b j e c t  of t h e  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. What time d id  you l eave  the  TOC? 

A. Sometime between 11 and 1 2  o ' c lock  t o  g e t  
chow, sir.  

MR WEST: T h a t ' s  a l l  I have. 

(LEWELLEN) 16 APP T-37 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

COL WILSON: There i s  a r e p o r t  en te red  on your log  
number 39 a t  1555, and t h i s  r e p o r t  inc ludes  t h e  s t a t e -
ment t h a t  Company C r e p o r t s  approximately 1 0  t o  11 
c i v i l i a n s ,  women and c h i l d r e n ,  were k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  
and gunships. Now, was t h a t  type  of r e p o r t  normally 
forwarded t o  br igade? 

A. Yes, s ir .  The l o g  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  it was 
forwarded t o  br igade.  I wasn ' t  t h e r e  a t  t h e  t ime,  
b u t  i f  I had been duty o f f i c e r ,  s i r ,  I would have 
forwarded it t o  br igade .  I t ' s  p e r t i n e n t  information.  

Q Was t h i s  an unusual r e p o r t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I wouldn't  say so .  

Q Do you have t h i s  type  of r e p o r t  o f t e n ?  

A. The t a sk  f o r c e ,  I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  t a s k  
f o r c e ,  had an i n c i d e n t  where some c h i l d r e n  were k i l l e d  
i n  t h e  V I P  program po l i c ing  up t h e  aniriunition--we pa id  
them f o r  t h e  ammunition t h a t  was brought i n .  Some 18 
ch i ld ren  were k i l l e d .  That was turned  i n .  I would t h i n k ,  
yes ,  s i r ,  it would be turned i n t o  br igade .  

Q Did t h i s  t r i g g e r  any s o r t  of an i n v e s t i -
ga t ion  when it was turned  i n ?  

A. That d i d ,  yes, sir. 

Q. The c h i l d r e n  being k i l l e d .  Is t h a t  t h e  one 
t h a t  t r i g g e r e d  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, ,sir ,  i f  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i -
ga t ion  o r  no t .  This was something t h a t  happened on 
t h e  road i n  t h e  a rea  of LZ D o t t i e  sometime a f t e r  t h e  
16th.  

Q You normally r e p o r t  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. . Yes, sir.  

Q. Separa te ly ,  n o t  i n  t h e  body count? 
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A.  W e l l ,  i f  i t ' s  determined t h a t  they  are de-
f i n i t e l y  c i v i l i a n ,  Sometimes t h a t  is r a t h e r  ha rd  t o  do. 
They a r e  inc luded i n  the VC body count ,  I ' m  s u r e ,  sir. 

I0: Women and ch i ld ren?  

A. S i r ,  I have been i n  f i g h t s  where women and 
c h i l d r e n  w e r e  inc luded as body counts ,  yes ,  sir, They 
w e r e  f i r i n g  back a t  us. 

Q. Babies? 

A. No, sir ,  c h i l d r e n  10 o r  1 2  yea r s  o l d .  
This  s o r t  of th ing .  

Q. With r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  t ape  t h a t  you have, 
Captain LENELLEN, w e  would l i k e  t o  have t h a t  t a p e  j u s t  
f o r  a while  t o  make our  own copy, W e  have a t a p e  which 
i s  e v i d e n t a l l y  t h e  one you had made f o r  Colonel BARKER. 
I ' m  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  w e  have everyth ing  t i e d  i n .  W e  
would l i k e  t o  have t h a t  t a p e  from you. W e ' l l  make it 
and r e t u r n  it immediately. 

A .  S i r ,  I have a copy of t h a t  t ape  i n  my b r i e f  
case  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

Q W e l l ,  j u s t  t o  s a t i s f y  our own requirements 
I would prefer - - I  would l i k e  t o  have t h e  copy you have 
and would l i k e  t o  have you produce t h e  t ape  and we w i l l  
check it a g a i n s t  our  t a p e  f o r  accuracy and c l a r i t y .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I would l i k e  t o  c l a r i f y  one p o i n t  
i f  I might, though. The o r i g i n a l  t a p e  t h a t  I made i n  
Vietnam, I d o n ' t  know where t h i s  t a p e  i s .  The only t ape  
t h a t  I have i s  a t a p e  t h a t  I had made and it con ta ins  
t h e  opera t ions  of my f i r s t  t o u r  i n  Vietnam a l s o .  

Q You mean you c u t  and s p l i c e d ?  

A. I j u s t  r e c u t  it, s i r .  The small  r e e l s ,  I 
d i d  away wi th  them. They were small  and hard t o  keep 
up with.  

Q But t h e  p o r t i o n  of t h e  opera t ion  i s  included 
w i t h i n  t h e  l a r g e r  t ape?  

A. Yes, s ir .  
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Q Would you have any other operations on there 
concerning Task Force Barker? 

A. No, sir, that's the only one. 

Q I think we would still like to take it off 
the one that you have available that you have evidently 
made from your Japanese tapes. 

MR WALSH: Captain, when did you make this copy from 
the Japanese tapes? 

In 1968, sir. 

Where? 

Fort Hood, Texas. 

And you disposed of the original tape? 

A. Yes, sir, I moved approximately three times 
since then, sir. I have no idea where the original tapes 
are. 

Q. And it's your testimony that the transmissions 
recorded on the copy that you now have is an absolute 
complete duplicate of the one that you brought back from 
Vietnam? 

A. Yes, sir, they are. 

MR WEST: When you made that original, just for clar-
ification, did you leave out any transmissions? 

A. I'm sure, sir, that there were some trans-
missions that did not get on that tape. I tried to get 
it as best I could with the equipment that I had and 
as close to all the transmissions as possible. 
Transmissions came in when I had to turn the tape over 
which took me approximately one minute to one minute 
and a half while I got it re-threaded. 

COL FRANKLIN: Just for the sake of the record, Captain 
LEWELLEN, the 8-4 that you said you heard, you said you 
have to listen to pick it up. Is that correct? 

A. As best I can remember, yes, sir. 
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Q. Okay, on our  t r a n s c r i p t  we have 8 more 
K I A ' s .  Could t h a t  have been? W e ' l l '  run through it, 
b u t  is  t h i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  8 more K I A ' s  could have been 
what you had w r i t t e n  down a s  8-4 KIA's? 

A. It poss ib ly  i s ,  sir. 

MR MACCRATE: You i n d i c a t e d ,  Captain LEWELLEN, t h a t  
you made t h i s  t ape  i n  F o r t  Hood i n  1968. When d i d  you 
a r r i v e  a t  F o r t  Hood? 

A. I a r r i v e d  i n  F o r t  Hood, sir ,, i n  1966. 
It was 1967, s i r ,  t h a t  I made t h i s  t ape .  

Q. The opera t ion  we a r e  t a l k i n g  about d i d n ' t  
occur  u n t i l  1968? 

A. Right,  s ir ,  1968. 

Q. You ' l l  have t o  go through t h i s  again.  You 
made a t a p e  a t  LZ D o t t i e  on t h e  16th  of  March 1968. 
You made t h i s ,  you t e s t i f i e d ,  on small  Japanese r e e l s  
of t a p e  and how many t apes  d i d  you make a t  t h a t  time? 
How many r e e l s  of tape?  

A. TWO, sir.  

Q = And you brought t h e s e  two r e e l s  back t o  t h e  
United S t a t e s ?  

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q And you had those  two r e e l s  of t a p e  today? 

A. No, s i r ,  I do not .  

Q When d i d  you d ispose  of the--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q .  When d i d  you l a s t  have them. That you can 
r e c a l l ?  

A. Let me t h i n k  a l i t t l e  s i r ,  I made copies  
of t h e s e  tapes--not t h e s e  t apes  b u t  o t h e r  t a p e s  
t h a t  I had. I flew back t o  CONUS i n  October of 1968. 
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Q And t h e  o r i g i n a l  t a p e s  a t  t h a t  t ime were i n  your
gear? 

A. Yes, sir.  They came back i n  my hold  baggage 
and we moved t o  F o r t  Benning. I had those  t a p e s ,  s i r ,  
l a t e  1968 t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge and included those  
t a p e s  on t h i s  o t h e r  b i g  r e e l  t h a t  I have of t h e  t apes  t h a t  
I made i n  my f i r s t  t o u r  i n  Vietnam. 

Q I n  o t h e r  words, you toolc t h e  o r i g i n a l  t a p e
and s p l i c e d  it i n t o  e a r l i e r  t a p e s .  You s p l i c e d  it s o  
it was included on one long t ape  of e a r l i e r  ope ra t ions  and 
of l a t e r  ope ra t ions?  

A. No, I reproduced t h e  t a p e  on another  t a p e ,  s i r ,  
wi th  two recorde r s  played it and p u t  it on t h e  b i g  t a p e  
t h a t  I had. 

Q Where d id  you have t h e s e  t w c  r ecorde r s?  

A. I had one t h a t  I brought back from my f i r s t  
t o u r  and a s m a l l  Sony t h a t  I brought back my second. 

Q. You had t h e s e  where i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  when 
you were doing t h e  recording? 

A. I n  Columbus, Georgia,  s i r .  

Q And a t  Columbus, Georgia,  and a t  F o r t  Benning 
you made t h i s  new tape?  

A.  Yes, sir.  

Q. And when i n  time would you f i x  t h a t ?  

A. In  December, January of t h i s  year .  December 
of l a s t  yea r  and January of t h i s  year .  

Q . December 1968, January 1969? 

A . .  Yes, s i r ,  somewhere i n  t h e r e .  

a.  And you disposed of t h e  o r i g i n a l  Japanese t a p e  
a t  t h a t  time? 
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A. No, I d o n ' t  know where they  a r e ,  s i r ,  I might 
s t i l l  have them. I d o n ' t  know. I s u r e  w i l l  go back and 
t e a r  everything a p a r t  and f i n d  out .  

Q .  I understood you t o  say  o r i g i n a l l y  when you 
f i r s t  t o l d  .us about t h e s e  t a p e s  t h a t  you d i d  have t h e  
o r i g i n a l  Japanese t a p e s ,  and t h a t ' s  why I ' m  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n t e r e s t e d .  That seemed t o  be your o r i g i n a l  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  
and I wanted t o  come back t o  t h a t  and s e e  if w e  can g e t  
those  t apes .  

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  Well i n  Vietnam I had s o  many of 
t h e  small  l e t t e r  t apes  because my wife  and I corresponded 
back and f o r t h  on t h e  t ape  l e t t e r .  I have disposed of  
some of t h e  t a p e s  and i f  t h i s  i s  one of them I d o n ' t  know. 
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  There is  a p o s s i b i l i t y ,  and I a s s u r e  you 
t h a t  a s  soon a s  I g e t  home I ' l l  t e a r  i n t o  everyth ing  t h a t  
I own. I f  those  o r i g i n a l  t a p e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  I ' l l  
s u r e  a s  heck g e t  them t o  you. 

Q. Do you have any o t h e r  t apes  made i n  t h i s  per iod  
t h a t  you were ass igned t o  Task Force Barker which began on 
o r  about t h e  10 th  of March 1968 and extended t o  t h e  
disbanding of Task Force Barker i n  Apr i l  1968? 

A.  The only t h i n g ,  I taped o f f  my r a d i o  a  corn-
mentary by Radio Peking and some off  t h e  armed f o r c e s  
r a d i o  i n  Vietnam. 

Q .  Of t h i s  immediate per iod? 

A. 
t a s k  fo

I n  t h i s  
r ce ,  sir. 

same time frame. When I was wi th  t h e  

Q - And it r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  t a sk  force?  

A. No, it d i d n ' t  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  t a sk  fo rce .  

10: W e  would a p p r e c i a t e ,  Ca.ptain LEWELLEN, i f  you 
would look and s e e  i f  you can f i n d  t h e  two o r i g i n a l  t a p e s  
and i f  you f i n d  those we would l i k e  t o  have those .  Short  
of t h a t ,  we would l i k e  t o  have t h e  reproduct ion you made 
of your c u r r e n t  conso l ida t ion  of t h a t  t a p e  i n t o  your 
previous t apes .  
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10: Anybody e l s e  have any ques t ions  on anything you 
have up t o  t h i s  time. 

We' l l  t a k e  a Lecess a t  t h i s  t ime u n t i l  1330. 

(The hea r ing  recessed a t  1232 hours ,  23  December 
1 9 6 9 . )  

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1348 hours ,  23 
December 1969. ) 

10: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL MILLER, COL WILSON,  LTC 
PATTERSON, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI and M A J  LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  hear ing  r e c a l l s  Captain LEWELLEN. 

Captain LEWELLEN you a r e  reminded t h a t  you 
remain under oa th  t o  t h i s  hear ing .  

10: Before we l eave  t h i s  s u b j e c t  of t h e  t a p e  Captain 
LENELLEN, w e  would d e f i n i t e l y  l i k e  you t o  search  your belong-
ings  t o  s e e  i f  you can f i n d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  of t h a t  t ape .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q I f  you f i n d  t h a t ,  f i n e .  I f  you c a n ' t ,  t h e  next  
b e s t  t h i n g  we want i s  t h e  one t ape  t h a t  you had made from it. 
We can then  manufacture another  one and then  r e t u r n  t h e  t a p e  
t o  you. W e  a r e  not  in tending  t o  t ake  t h e  e n t i r e  t a p e  i n t o  
evidence. While we a r e  on t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  you were i n  t h e  
h a b i t  of sending t a p e s  t o  your wife .  You may be i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  l i s t e n i n g  t o  a few of those  i n  t h i s  t ime per iod  t o  s e e  i f  
i n  f a c t  you had mentioned anything concerning t h e  opera t ion  
of Task Force Barker which might be of i n t e r e s t  t o  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. When you were i n  t h e  TOC, n o t  only t h i s  day 
b u t  i n  subsequent days t o  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  was it ever  
c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  l i v e s t o c k  had been k i l l e d  
i n  t h i s  opera t ion?  
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A .  No, sir ,  it had not .  

Q. Were you aware of any inqu i ry  t h a t  w a s  under 
way t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  a c t i o n  t h a t  took p lace  a t  My 
L a i  ( 4 )  on t h e  16th  of March 1968. 

A. No, sir. I knew of no such inqu i ry ,  sir, 
u n t i l  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s t a r t e d .  

Q Did you ever  hear  of a complaint o r  an 
a l l e g a t i o n  r e g i s t e r e d  by a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  
t h a t  t h e r e  was unnecessary k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s ?  . 

A. No, sir. 

Q - Did you ever  hea r  of a conf ron ta t ion  between 
a h e l i c o p t e r  element and a ground element? 

A. No, sir.  

Q Captain LEWELLEN I have he re  a document which 
i s  entered  i n t o  evidence a s  Exh ib i t  R-2,  t h e  combat 
a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  from Task Force Barker,  da ted  28 
March 1968. I a s k  i f  you have ever  seen t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I have n o t  seen t h i s  r e p o r t .  

Q. I would suggest  t h a t  you look a t  it i n  i t ' s  
e n t i r e t y .  I t  may look a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  and I might 
say t h i s  has been reproduced on l e g a l - s i z e  paper.  The 
r e p o r t  i t s e l f  i s  on s tandard  s i z e  i f  you w i l l  no te .  

(Witness s t u d i e s  document .) 

Had you seen t h i s  r e p o r t  i n  Task Force Barker? 

A. No, s ir ,  I had n o t  seen t h i s  r e p o r t  i n  Task 
Force Barker, s ir .  

Q Would it have been normal i n  t h e  TOC f o r  you 
a s  t h e  n igh t  duty o f f i c e r  to  have been f a m i l i a r  with t h i s  
document i f  it had been prepared d u r i n g  t he  day? 

A. No, sir ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I would have had occasion 
o r  would have had a need t o  s e e  t h i s ,  r e a l l y , . i n  my pos-
i t i o n  as  n i g h t  TOC duty o f f i c e r .  
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Q Did they t r y  t o  keep each o t h e r  p r e t t y  wel l  informed 
i n  t h a t  TOC? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  w e  d id .  I received a very thorough 
b r i e f i n g  p r i o r  t o  t ak ing  over.  

Q Was t h e r e  a l o t  of c h a t t e r  back and f o r t h  concern-
ing  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  they went on? 

A .  T o  a degree,  yes ,  sir.  Normally, when I took 
over  everyone would c l e a r  o u t  of t h e  TOC and it would be 
myself, a se rgean t ,  and t h e  a r t i l l e r y  personnel ,  normally 
t h e  only ones t h a t  would come i n  t h e r e .  Ocass ional ly ,  one 
se rgean t  o r  two might drop i n  and have cof fee  wi th  us b u t  
normally they c lea red  ou t  and went over t o  t h e i r  bunkers, 
Major CALHOUN and t h e  S2 o r  whatever. 

Q On t h e  mat ter  of i n q u i r i e s ,  were you ever  asked 
t o  provide a  s ta tement  concerning what you knew of My La i  
( 4 )  on t h e  1 6 t h  of March? 

A. NO, s i r ,  I was not .  

Q. Did you ever  prepare  a  w r i t t e n  s ta tement?  

A. No, s i r ,  I have not .  

Q. Did you ever  make any kind of an o r a l  s ta tement  
under oa th?  

A. No, s i r ,  I have not .  

Q. I show you he re  an i n c l o s u r e  t o  Exh ib i t  R - 1  which 
i s  a s t a t ement ,  a one-page s ta tement ,  concerning information 
received from t h e  v i l l a g e  chief  a t  Son My Vi l l age .  

A .  I knew nothing of t h i s ,  s ir .  

(Witness s t u d i e s  document) . 
Q Of t h i s  s ta tement? 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  s ir .  

Q. Did you ever  hear  any of t h e  information t h a t  
may have come i n  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h i s ?  
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A. No, sir, 1 d i d  not .  

Q .  From t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f ,  t h e  hamlet c h i e f ,  t h e  
province c h i e f ,  o r  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ?  

A. No, sir, I d i d  no t ,  

Q. I now t u r n  you t o  t h e  next  i n c l o s u r e  which is a 
two-page b i t  of VC propaganda. This is t h e  English t r ans -
l a t i o n  of it. You ' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  page fol lows 
very c l o s e l y  t o  normal VC propaganda b u t  a t  t h e  t o p  of  
page two i n  t h e  second paragraph, you w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  it 
changes i t ' s  tone.  

A,  I never  s a w  anything l i k e  t h a t ,  sir. 

Q W e r e  you aware of any propaganda t h a t  the VC w e r e  
us ing  t o  e x p l o i t  anything t h a t  may have happened on the 1 6 t h  
of March 1968? 

A. S i r ,  I w a s  not .  I might add, sir, t h a t  I am 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l e a f l e t s  and propaganda t h a t  t h e  VC p u t  o u t  
and I t r i e d  t o  c o l l e c t  one of  every one t h a t  I would run 
ac ross ,  and I knew of nothing l i k e  t h i s  and I would read  
t h e  S2 s e r g e a n t ' s  r e p o r t s  a t  n i g h t ,  and I never  r e c a l l e d  
reading anything l i k e  t h i s  o r  any mention of  anything l i k e  
t h i s .  

Q. Did you ever  hea r  any rumors wi th in  the  u n i t s  of  
Task Force Barker t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  something unusual had 
taken p lace  a t  M y  La i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  hear  anything about it. I had 
occasion t o  be with t h e  t roops  almost d a i l y ,  and t h i s  was 
a l l  t h r e e  companies t h a t  comprised t h e  t a s k  fo rce .  Due t o  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I would normally go up t o  chow and I would e a t  
up i n  t h a t  a r e a  where the  men a t e  t h e i r  chow because t h e r e  
wasn ' t  enough f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  o f f i c e r s ,  so  we would j u s t .  
s i t  down among t h e  men. ' I never heard anything about My Lai  
( 4 )  , sir .  

Q. Did you ever  t a l k  t o  Captain MEDINA? 
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A. Only i n  p a s s i n g ,  s i r ,  no th ing  s p e c i f i c .  

Q. H e  never  had reason  t o  come t o  you t o  c l e a r  you 
on r e p o r t s  o r  in format ion  t h a t  may have reached t h e  TOC? 

A. No, s i r ,  h e  d i d  n o t .  

MR MACCRATE: Captain  LEWELLEN, who would have been i n  t h e  
TOC on 16 March between 0800 and 1000? 

A. Who would have normally been i n  t h e  TOC, s i r ?  

Q Well,  who was i n  t h e r e  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  t h a t  you 
w e r e  t h e r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  making t h e  t a p e ,  a s  I unders tand? 

A. A l l  r i g h t .  There was Se rgean t  JOHNSON, Major. 
CALHOUN, t h e r e  was a co lo red  boy I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name. 

Q. A noncom? 

A. A s p e c i a l i s t ,  s i r ,  SP4. 

10: What was h e  doing? 

A. H e  was a c l e r k - t y p i s t ,  sir .  H e  typed  up t h e  l o g s .  
The commo o f f i c e r .  

MR MACCRATE: Who was t h a t ?  

A. S i r ,  h e  was a co lo red  o f f i c e r .  I c a n ' t  remember 
h i s  name. 

10: Did h e  s t a y  i n  t h e  TOC? 

A. The b i g g e s t  p a r t  of t h e  t ime ,  y e s ,  s ir .  H e  w a s  
normally t h e r e  du r ing  t h e ' d a y ,  and Se rgean t  STEPHENS, I b e l i e v e ,  
t h e  S2 s e r g e a n t ,  was t h e r e  and t h e r e  was somebody i n  t h e  a r -
t i l l e r y  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember who t h a t  was. 

MR MACCRATE: A s e r g e a n t  i n  t h e  a r t i l l e r y ?  

A .  Someone, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  A r t i l l e r y  r e p r e s e n t i v e .  
I d o n ' t  know whether  it was t h e  LNO.or a s e r g e a n t .  

Q. Now,  I was cover ing  t h e  p e r i o d  from 0800 t o  1600. 
Did Colone l  BARKER come back b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  1000? 
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A. I d o n ' t  know. Colonel BARKER and t h e  genera l  and 
a lot of people who were wi th  t h e  genera l  w e r e  i n  there. 
There were people i n  and o u t  of t h e  TOC. It g o t  so crowded 
i n  t h e r e  a t  one t i m e  t h a t  I moved o u t s i d e  and used t h e  r a d i o  
on t h e  colonel  's jeep. 

Q - I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  log  i n d i c a t e s  that General KOSTER 
a r r i v e d  a t  0935. W a s  Colonel BARKER t h e r e  when General KOSTER 
a r r ived?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  he was. I'm n o t  s u r e  b u t  I 
don ' t  b d i e v e  he w a s ,  sir. 

Q - .  Messages rece ived  from a company i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  
i n t o  t h e  TOC, an i tem of information dur ing  t h i s  pe r iod  o f  
t ime, t h e  s u b s ~ a n c eof t h a t  message t h a t  came i n  i s  then  
passed along t o  br igade.  Perhaps,  10 minutes,  15  minutes,  
4 5  minutes l a t e r .  An e n t r y  i n  t h e  log  t h a t  t h a t  information 
had been passed along. Who would be t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  among 
t h i s  group t h a t  you have descr ibed  who would f i r s t  r ece ive  
t h e  t ransmiss ion ,  secondly record  t h a t  t ransmiss ion ,  t h i r d l y  
formulate t h e  message t h a t  w a s  t o  go t o  the br igade  and 
f i n a l l y ,  send t h e  message t o  t h e  br igade.  I want t o  s e e  i f  
I can g e t  t h e  l i n k s .  

A .  It would have been Sergeant  JOHNSON, s i r ,  t h e  
opera t ions  se rgean t .  He w a s  on the  r a d i o  p r a c t i c a l l y  t h e  
e n t i r e  day. He and Major CALHOUN were t h e  two primary people 
t h a t  were on t h e  r a d i o  i n  t h e  TOC b u t  mainly it was Sergeant 
JOHNSON. Sergeant  JOHNSON would have probably been t h e  one 
who passed it. He d e f i n i t e l y  would have been t h e  one t o  
r ece ive  it. Had he not  passed it it would have been one of 
two people,  probably e i t h e r  Major CALHOUN o r  t h e  commo o f f i c e r  
who I c a n ' t  remember what his name was, s i r .  

Q Now, i f  t h e  information t h a t  was passed on t o  t h e  
br igade  was d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  information t h a t  came i n  from 
t h e  f i e l d ,  who would p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  deciding what information 
should go on t o  br igade? 

A. It would have been, m o r e  than  l i k e l y ,  s i r ,  Sergeant 
JOHNSON and Major CALHOUN . 
10: I f  t h e r e  was one o t h e r  ind iv idua l  t h a t  worked 
hand i n  glove wi th  Major CALHOUN wasn ' t  it your S 2 ,  Captain 
KOTOUC? 
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A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  KOTOUC was i n  t h e r e ,  s i r ,  o r  
i f  he was wi th  t h e  colonel .  I have t r i e d .  I ' m  c e r t a i n  t h a t  
f o r  a pe r iod  of time t h e  a r t i l l e r y  LO was with t h e  colonel  
and I f e e l  t h a t  Captain KOTOUC was b u t  I d o n ' t  remember who 
was i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  with Colonel BARKER. 

MR MACCRATE: Have you, s i n c e  our  morning s e s s i o n ,  l i s t e n e d  
t o  any p a r t  of t h e  t ape  again? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I have. 

Q Have you been a b l e  t o  determine who it was who 
gave t h e  r e p o r t  "84 KIA"? 

A. No, sir. Some of t h e  t ransmiss ion  i s  blocked o u t ,  
but  I am extremely c e r t a i n  s i r ,  t h a t  t h e  f i g u r e  i s  "84" and n o t  
"8 more" and t h e r e  i s  an e n t r y  of t h e  log  of 6 9 .  We had a l ready 
repor ted  I b e l i e v e ,  15 k i l l e d  and 15  from 84 i s  6 9 ,  s i r .  

Q. My ques t ion  was n o t  about t h e  84. My ques t ion  
was from whom d i d  t h a t  t ransmiss ion  come? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  I t  would only be an assump-
t i o n  oc  my p a r t  and t h a t  would be C Company... 

I 0  : Do you recognize Captain M E D I N A 1 s  vo ice  on t h e  
radio?  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  I would r i g h t  now, sir. I d o n ' t  
t h ink  I would have because I d i d n ' t  know MEDINA t h a t  w e l l ,  
s ir ,  a t  t h a t  t ime.  We picked up no t ransmiss ion  from Char l i e  
Company whi le  they were on t h e  ground wi th  t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  I 
was monitoring t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

MR MACCRATE: Are t h e  coordina tes  included i n  t h a t  r e p o r t  of 
84? 

A. No, s i r ,  they were not .  

10: There i s  a v a r i e t y  of ways t h a t  t h e  84 could have 
come, i s n ' t  t h e r e ?  I f  you weren ' t  t a l k i n g  d i r e c t l y  t o  Char l i e  
Company t h a t  could have been a r e l a y  from Char l i e  Company t o  
t h e  C&C s h i p  and back i n t o  t h e  TOC. 

A .  S i r ,  Colonel BARKER d i d  not  r e p o r t  t h i s  on t h e  
t ape  t o  t h e  TOC a s  anyone having confirmed 84 bodies .  I t ' s  
only a  small  p o r t i o n  of t h e  t ape  a f t e r  Colonel BARKER i s  
i n s t r u c t i n g  whoever he i s  t a l k i n g  t o ,  and I assume t h a t  it 
i s  C Company, "Dig deep and g e t  them o u t  of the  h o l e s . "  
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Shor t ly  a f t e r  t h i s ,  t h i s  b i t  about t h e  84 comes i n  and t h e  
colonel  c o n t a c t s  65 and says he is  coming back i n  and w i l l  
b r i n g  us  up t o  da te .  I was more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t a p i n g  off the 
r a d i o  than  I w a s  t o  what vas  a c t u a l l y  t r a n s p i r i n g  i n  t h e  
TOC, sir. 

MR MACCRATE: You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you have c o l l e c t e d  VC pro-

paganda l e a f l e t s .  Have you brought those  back as we l l ?  


A. yes ,  sir.  

Q. Fave you r e c e n t l y  examined them t o  determine 
whether you have any f o r  t h i s  pe r iod  of March and A p r i l  1968? 

A. No, sir ,  I have not  looked a t  them, sir. 

Q. I th ink  it would be helpful--I  d o n ' t  know t h e  
e x t e n t  t o  which d a t e s  can be determined from the--if  a t  t h e  
same time you a r c  looking f o r  t h e s e  t a p e s ,  you determine t h a t  
you have any VC propaganda l e a f l e t s  from t h a t  t i m e  frame of  

;;arch-April 1 96 8 ,  


COL MILLER: Did you ever  prepare a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  f o r  

Task Force Barker? 


A. No, sir. Actual ly  very l i t t l e  paper work went 

i n t o  Task Force Barker. Operation orders  were normally 

ve rba l .  We opera ted  a g r e a t  dea l  on verbal  o r d e r s ,  s i r .  


Q. Do you know of anybody i n  t h e  t a sk  f o r c e  t h a t  
eve r  prepared a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  on any of t h e  a c t i o n s  t h a t  
t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  was i n  while  it was organized? 

A. S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge t h e  only a f t e r  
,ac t ion  r e p o r t  i s  t h e  one t h a t  i s  here .  

COL WILSON: Back t o  t h e  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t ,  R-2 what does 

t h e  r e p o r t  c o n t r o l  symbol ADDF-GC1 mean? Do you know? 


A. N O ,  s i r ,  I do not .  

Q. Captain,  would you be a b l e  t o  draw us a diagram, 
a f t e r  t h e  meeting he re ,  o t  t h e  communications system from t h e  
TOC t o  t h e  u n i t s  and t o  t h e  a i r c r a f t  and t o  the  o t h e r  oper- 
a t i o n  cen te r s?  Can you do t h i s ?  Any r e l a y  s t a t i o n s  t h a t  
you might have o r  d i d  you have l o g i s t i c a l  n e t s  and t h i s  s o r t  
of th ing?  

30 APP T-37 


F O R  OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. No, s i r ,  we were very l i m i t e d  on t h e  r a d i o s .  We 
only had two VRC-46's i n  t h e  TOC. One was on br igade  and 
one was on t h e  t a sk  f o r c e  frequency. Actual ly  i n  t h e  TOC, 
we had a VHF s i t e  up t h e r e .  We had a h o t  l i n e  d i r e c t l y  
i n t o  t h e  TOC a t  Bronco and we were t i e d  i n t o  t h e  switch a t  
Bronco and we were a l s o  t i e d  i n  wi th  t h e  4/3. I t  was a t  an 
LZ across  Highway 1, s i r ,  and from t h e r e  t h a t  i s  b a s i c a l l y  
how we worked, sir.  T h a t ' s  t h e  b e s t  I can remember. 

I0: Let  me ask you a couple of ques t ions  about t h a t ,  
although I do want you t o  g e t  w i t h  Colonel WILSON and ske tch  
it a s  b e s t  you can. You d id  have t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  of going by 
r e l a y  a t  Upt ight ,  d i d  you not?  

A.  Uptight  w a s  on t h e  command push. 

Q. I f  you had t o  reach any of  t h e  companies and you 
c o u l d n ' t  reach them because of mass i n  between, you could go 
through Uptight?  

-. 

A. Go through Upt ight ,  r i g h t ,  s ir .  

Q. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  d i d  Colonel BARKER have a  r a d i o  i n  
h i s  van? 

A. He only had a remote, s i r .  I t  was remoted o f f  
of t h e  r a d i o  i n  t h e  TOC. 

Q. Did you hear  any r a d i o  t r a f f i c  t h a t  he had going 
through t h e  TOC? 

A .  Yes, s ir .  

Q Did you have a secure  mode on your VRC-46? 

A.  No, s i r ,  we d i d  not .  

Q. No secure  mode? 

A. Not t h a t  I can remember, s i r .  

Q. Wouldn't you have t o  do a l o t  of "overing" and wai t -
i n g  about 2 seconds before  you t r ansmi t t ed?  
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A. I know what vou are t a l k i n g  about,  sir. Not t h a t  
I remember, sir. I ' m  s u r e  w e  d i d n ' t ,  sir. 

Q. Have you ever  flown wi th  Colonel BARKER i n  h i s  
C&C ship? 

A. Yes, I have. 

Q How many r a d i o s  d id  he have i n  t h e r e  and what kind? 

A .. A l l  r i g h t ,  s i r ,  he would use t h e  r a d i o  i n  t h e  air-
c r a f t .  We normally c a r r i e d  a PRC-25. 

Q. J u s t  one? 

A. When I w a s  w i th  him he only had one. 

Q. Did he have a console  of any kind? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s i r ,  I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember. 

Q.  Did he have a  secure  mode on h i s  25 o r  on one of  
h i s  25 ' s  i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s ir ,  any secure  mode on any of  
our  r ad ios .  

COL WILSON: We '11 ask you t o  s i t  down and ske tch  o u t  a 
diagram of t h a t ,  a t  l e a s t  t h e  b e s t  you can. One o t h e r  quest ion.  
Do you r e c a l l  which engineer  u n i t  supported C Company of any 
member of t h a t  u n i t ?  

A. S i r ,  we had an engineer  company a t  ~ o t t i eand we 
had a  p la toon of engineers  from, I th ink  it w a s  C Company 2 6  
Engineers down a t  Bronco, sir.  

Q You d o n ' t  know t h e  u n i t  t h a t  supported C Company? 
That was support ing Task Force Barker r i g h t ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  They were suppor t ing  Task Force Barker. 
I t  would only be an assurnptizn t h a t  it would have been t h e  
engineers  from our organic  engineer  company. 
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I0 :. Whose organic  engineer  company? 

A ,  The 11th Erigadz,  s i r .  

Q - So, you had a  platoon? 

A .  Only an engineer  squad, s i r .  

Q Only a squad f o r  BARKER? 

A .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  s i r .  We r e a l l y  had no 
need f o r  a l a r g e r  number due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  engineer  
company w a s  t h e r e  and they  d i d  a g r e a t  d e a l  of t h e  work f o r  
us improving t h e  LZ Dot t i e .  

LTC PATTERSON: I j u s t  have one t h i n g  t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  
c l a r i f y .  There were no t ransmiss ions  t o  t h e  companies from 
the  TOC which would l ead  one t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  you were depen-
dent  on an a i rborne  r e l a y .  

A. I f  I might use t h e  map h e r e  a minute. his mass 
prevented any con tac t  i n  he re ,  s ir .  I t ' s  f a i r l y  high and 
w e  j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  it. 

Q Then you d id  have t o  depend upon a i r b a r n e  r e l a y  
across  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander's FM--You had no o t h e r  means 
of communication w i t h  t h e  ground companies except  t h a t  C&C 
s h i p ,  a i rborne ,  

A. I can r e c a l l  no c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  companies o t h e r  
than  wi th  Bravo Company p r i o r  t o  l eav ing  f o r  u p t i g h t .  

(1 There must have been some cons ide ra t ion  then when 
Colonel BARKER came back and landed. He was on the  ground 
Tor a pe r iod  of time because you were then o u t  of communi-
c a t i o n .  

A. We could r e l a y ,  s i r ,  through Uptight .  
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I0: W e l l ,  I remember my d i scuss ion  wi th  Captain MEDINA 
very w e l l  on t h a t  day and I asked him s p e c i f i c a l l y  i f  h e  had 
any t r o u b l e  communicating wi th  Dot t i e .  "No, came through 
loud and clear. KO problem." Did you go through Uptight?  
"No, d i d n ' t  have t o .  W e  had good s o l i d  communication. W e  
had it a l l  day lorig." Those a r e  almost e x a c t l y  t h e  words 
used by Captain MEDINA. I t  i s  conceivable  t h a t  he may have 
been t a l k i n g  wi th  t h e  a i rborne  r e l a y  and n o t  recognizing it, 
which would seem 3 l i t t l e  s t r a n g e  t o  be t a l k i n g  t o  h i s  t a s k  
f o r c e  comander  and t h i n k  t h a t  h e  was t a l k i n g  back t o  Task 
Force Barker when he knew h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  w a s  f l y i n g  around 
over  head. 

A. S i r ,  I recall no d i r e c t  con tac t s  wi th  C h a r l i e  
Compai2y. N o t  on t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  I was t a p i n g  o f f  o f .  

MR E9CCRATE: W a t  frequency would t h e  company commander be  
u s k g ?  Would j - t  be t h e  same frequency as  from t h e  command 
ship?  

A.  Well, it a l l  depends, sir. W e  had a b a t t a l i o n  
command n e t ,  w e  had an air-ground frequency, and he had h i s  
company frequency. I w a s  monitoring t h e  air-ground r a d i o  
t h a t  we had. 

Q. Would t h e  same r u l e s  apply,  I would assume they 
would, i f  t h e r e  was a land mass problem, f o r  communications 
from Task Force Barker t o  t h e  company a s  from t h e  company t o  
Task Force Barker? 

A. Not n e c e s s a r i l y ,  s i r ,  because we were using VRC-46 
r a d i o  with a two-niner-two antenna. The companies were us ing  
PRC-25 r ad ios  i n  a l l  probabi - l i ty  wi th  s h o r t  combat an tenna ' s .  
They could have rece ived  probably wi th  no problem a t  a l l  b u t  
t r a n s m i t t i n g  we would n o t  have been a b l e  t o  r e c e i v e  them. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  Sergeant  STEPHENS' f i r s t  name? 

A. No, sir: I d.o n o t ,  

Q . Look a t  page f i v e  of Exh ib i t  R-2 t h a t  is  before  
you. 
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You ' l l  s e e  t h a t  under t h e  i n d i c a t i o n  " 1  i n c l o s u r e "  t h e  l e t t e r s  
"AS" which could conceivably be t h e  i n i t i a l s  of someone typ-
i n g  t h e  combat a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t .  Does t h a t  i n  anyway 
r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  a s  t o  Sergeant  STEPHENS f i r s t  name? 

A .  No, sir ,  it does n o t  and I j u s t  saw t h e  man n o t  
too  long ago, and I c a n ' t  t h ink  of h i s  f i r s t  name. 

9 The "AS" very we l l  might r e f e r  t o  something e l s e .  
I am advised t h a t  it can be used as  "as  s t a t e d . "  

A. This  i s  very t r u e .  

MR WEST: Did you make a s ta tement  t o  Captain DANIEL i n  
connection wi th  t h e  Ca l l ey  case? 

A .  No, s i r .  I have no t  made any formal sworn s t a t e -
ment t o  him a t  a l l .  I have t a l k e d  t o  him q u i t e  a b i t .  We 
have l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  tape  t h a t  I have and he has asked me 
q u i t e  a few ques t ions  about t h e  t a p e - b u t  I made no formal 
sworn s ta tement ,  

Q - Have you provided him any informat ion  t h a t  we 
haven ' t  covered here  today? 

A. No, s i r .  

I0 Captain LEWELLEN, i n  c l o s i n g  we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  
down t o  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and a l l  t h e  circumstances surrounding 
what r e a l l y  took p lace  a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  on t h i s  day and what 
happened i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  process ,  i t s  adequacy, i t s  
e f f i c i e n c y  of r e p o r t s  t h a t  were rendered,  t h e  reviews of t h e  
needed r e p o r t s  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  i n q u i r i e s ,  and we have 
thus  f a r  interviewed q u i t e  a few wi tnesses  and have a v a i l a b l e  
t o  us q u i t e  a few documents. You have been with us he re  to-
day now, and i f  a f t e r  you l eave  he re  t h e r e  i s  anything t h a t  
comes t o  mind which re f reshed  your memory about any i n c i d e n t ,  
s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  took p lace  dur ing  t h i s  t ime frame which you 
t h i n k  w i l l  be of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  us  w e  would l i k e  t o  have you ' 

g e t  i n  touch wi th  t h i s  o f f i c e .  

Add i t iona l ly ,  i f  you have any photos,  any a d d i t i o n a l  
t a p e s ,  any maps, any documents, anything t h a t  might shed some 
l i g h t  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n ,  we would l i k e  t o  have 
t h a t .  
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Now, be fo re  w e  conclude t h i s  p o r t i o n  of t h e  hear ing ,  i f  you 
have any ques t ions  o r  anything t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  have 
or c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  hear ing  w e ' l l  g ive  you the 
oppor tuni ty  t o  s o  s tat€,  

A. The only t h i n g  t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  c l a r i f y ,  sir,  
i s  about t h e  t apes .  I th ink  t h a t  we g o t  t h i s  s t r a i g h t e n e d  
ou t .  14iy ccnfusic- w a s  mainly wi th  t h e  t apes  t h a t  I made t h e  
f i r s t  time i n  Vie~namand not  t h e  t apes  t h a t  w e r e  made dur-
i n g  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t .  I ' l l  do my b e s t  t o  f i n d  t h e s e  
t apes  .and g e t  them t o  you r i g h t  away. 

I0: Anything e l s e ?  

No, sir. 

I0 : This hear ing  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1428 hours ,  23 December 
1 9 6 9  .) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1430 hours ,  23  December 
1969.) 

The fol lowing person i s  p resen t ;  COL WILSON. 

COL WILSON: Captain LEWELLEN, I want t o  remind you you are 
s t i l l  under oa th .  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q • General PEERS has d i r e c t e d  me t o  cont inue t h e  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  based on c e r t a i n  s u b j e c t s  t h a t  he wanted--some 
s p e c i f i c  ques t ions  he wanted asked. One subject i s  t h e  ques-
t i o n  of your func t ion  and your experience and your knowledge 
of t h e  t r a i n i n g  which took p lace  a t ,  I b e l i e v e  you s a i d  Duc 
Pho, f o r  t h e  new replacement personnel  coming i n t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

A .  I t  was t h e  America1 combat cen te r  loca ted  a t  Chu 
La i .  This was replacement personnel and not  br igades  deploy-
i n g  t o  Vietnam. We were t r a i n i n g  t h e r e ,  s ir .  

Q I understand now. What I want you t o  do i s  des-
c r i b e  f o r  me what t h i s  f a c i l i t y  was, how it opera ted ,  and 
t h e  type of t r a i n i n g  t h a t  was given,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  h i g h l i g h t -
i n g  t h a t  t r a i n i n g  d e a l i n g  with t h e  handl ing of p r i s o n e r s  of 
c i v i l  noncombatants. 
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A. S i r ,  t h e  t r a i n i n g  l a s t e d  approximately 7 days 
f o r  replacements.  I t  cons i s t ed  normally of f i r i n g  t h e  M-16, 
t h e  LAW, t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g ,  mines and booby t r a p s .  We had 
t r a i n i n g  on t h e  Geneva Convention t h a t  was given b y - - i n i t i a l l y  
JAG o f f i c e r s  d i d  come down and g ive  it and then l a t e r  on they  
d i d n ' t  come any more. I t  was given by our personnel .  And 
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  t r a i n i n g  dea l ing  wi th  noncombatants. 

Q Were a l l  personnel  coming a s  replacements t o  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  requ i red  t o  go t o  t h i s ?  

A .  Yes, s i r ,  they  were. 

Q O f f i c e r  and e n l i s t e d ?  

A.  O f f i c e r  and e n l i s t e d  wi th  t h e  except ion  of f i e l d  
grade d i d  n o t  come, sir.  Up t o  0-3. 

Q Do you know when t h e  J A G  o f f i c e r s  stopped teaching  
t h e  Geneva Convention p o r t i o n  of t h e  course? 

A. It d i d n ' t  l a s t  very long,  s i r ,  because they s a i d  
they  d i d n ' t  have t h e  personnel  t o  come down and do it. 

Q - Do you remember t h e  d a t e s ?  

A. No, I do not .  

Q Do you remember who i n  t h i s  school i n s t r u c t e d  i n  
t h i s  s u b j e c t ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  names, i t ' s  been s o  
long now. 

Q Did you ever  i n s t r u c t  i n  t h a t  s u b j e c t ?  

A.  No, s i r ,  I d id  no t .  

Q. Did you ever  s e e  t h e  s u b j e c t  schedule o r  t h e  l e s son  
plan? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remeber j u s t  what was i n  it. 

Q. Do you know i f  t h e  r u l e s  f o r  land warfare  manual 
was r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n ?  

-
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A. S i r ,  I don ' t  r e c a l l  what t h e  r e fe rences  were. 

Q- Had you e v e r  heard anyone a t  anytime dur ing
t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  o r  t o  your knowledge, had they  eve r  
been t augh t  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  had t o  have a r i g h t  t o  
p r o t e s t  an i l l e g a l  o rde r?  

A .  I d o n ' t  recall,  sir ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so.  

Q Were you a member of  t h e  f a c u l t y  t h e r e  when 
t h e  JAG o f f i c e r s  d id  i n s t r u c t  i n  t h i s  course? 

A.  I was t h e  opera t ions  o f f i c e r ,  s i r ,  and l i k e  -
I say ,  they  only  came down once o r  twice ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  
of my knowledge, and then  they  f a i l e d  t o  come down any more. 

Q. Do you know how we can g e t  a copy of  t h e  l e s son  
p l a n  t h a t  was used during t h a t  per iod? 

A .  During t h a t  pe r iod  of  t i m e ,  s i r ?  

Q O r  l a t e r ?  

A.  By w r i t i n g  t h e  America1 combat c e n t e r ,  they  
should be a b l e  t o  f u r n i s h  you wi th  a copy. 

Q Did t h e  combat c e n t e r  have t r a i n i n g  a i d s  t o  
pass ou t  which were publ ished by MACV i n  t h e  form of 
w a l l e t - s i z e  cards? 

A. S i r ,  t h e  personnel  process ing  i n ,  they  had 
those  cards  wi th  them a l ready when they  go t  t o  us ,  o r  
they  were supposed t o  have cards wi th  them. 

Q .  Where would they  g e t  them? 

A. When they processed i n  country,  s i r ,  i n i t i a l  
process ing ,  t h i s  would be Bien Hoa o r  Cam Ranh Bay. 

Q They were supposed t o  be i ssued  those  cards  
a t  those  two loca t ions?  

A.  Tha t ' s  my understanding,  sir. 

Q. I n  processing? 

A.  Yes, sir.  
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Q Were personne l  e v e r  checked t o  see i f  t h e y  had 
t h e s e  c a r d s ?  

A. P e r i o d i c a l l y  people  w e r e  s p o t  checked. 

Q - Are you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  c a r d s  I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  
t o ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Would you l e t  me s e e  your  ca rd?  

A .  I don '  t have them w i t h  m e ,  s i r ,  they  ' re  a t  home. 

Q. Do you remember t h e  t i t l e  of  t h e s e ?  

A. "Roger ' s  Rangers" was one. There was one on 
hand l ing  of  p r i s o n e r s ,  t h e  t i t l e ,  "Enemy i n  Your Hands" was 
I b e l i e v e  t h e  t i t l e  of  t h e  ca rd .  There were s e v e r a l  c a r d s  and 
I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember what t h e  t i t l e  o f  a l l  t h e  c a r d s  was. 

- -

Q. "Enemy i n  Your Hands" was one c a r d  pub l i shed  
by MACV. Do you remember a c a r d  e n t i t l e d  "Nine Rules"?  

Y e s ,  s i r .  

Do you s t i l l  have one of  t h e s e  c a r d s ?  

A. Yes, sir .  

Q. Do you remember what t h o s e  r u l e s  were? 
I 

A. No, I d o n ' t ,  s ir .  I h a v e n ' t  unpacked t h a t  s t u f f  
i n  a lmost  a yea r .  

Q. Do you know i f  t h e s e  c a r d s  w e r e  e v e r  used f o r  
i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  combat c e n t e r ?  

A. S i r ,  I c a n ' t  answer t h a t ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Have you e v e r  heard  o r  s een  a ca rd  e n t i t l e d  
"Guidance f o r  Commanders"? 

A. S i r ,  t h e  t i t l e  i s  f a m i l i a r  b u t  I c a n ' t  p l a c e  
it. 

Q. L e t  me show you a f a c s i m i l e  of t h a t  c a r d  and s e e  
if you r e c a l l  it ( E x h i b i t  M-4  was handed t o  t h e  w i t n e s s ) .  
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A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  ever  see ing  t h i s  card ,  sir.  

Q. Captain LEWELLEN h.as j u s t  been shown Exh ib i t  M-4. 
A s  t h e  opera t ions  o f f i c e r  of t h i s  c e n t e r  d i d  you ever  r e a l l y  
s i t  down and go over  t h e  7-day course on i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  
d e t a i l ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  say I d id .  

Q. W a s  your job p r imar i ly  schedul ing,  programming, 
o r  i n s t r u c t i n g ?  

A. Q u i t e  a b i t  of programming on it, sir ,  and 
scheduling,  and schedul ing of c l a s s e s ,  b u t  I i n s t r u c t e d  none. 

&. Did you happen t o  i n s p e c t  t r a i n i n g ?  

A. I inspected  t r a i n i n g ,  yes ,  sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  i f  t h e r e  were any MACV d i r e c t i v e s  
o r  r e g u l a t i o n s  a t  t h e  combat c e n t e r ?  

A. Yes, s ir ,  t h e r e  were. 

Q. Were Army a v i a t o r s  processed through t h i s  cen te r?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  eve r  see ing  an Army a v i a t o r  t h e r e ,  
s i x .  

Q. So i n  o t h e r  words, t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  was 
conducted h e r e  was p e c u l i a r  t o  ground opera t ions?  

A. P r imar i ly ,  yes ,  s ir .  I n  f a c t ,  personnel  i n  
support  type  u n i t s  were not  requi red  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  f u l l  
course.  

Q I show you Exh ib i t  D-3 e n t i t l e d  "Combat Oper-
a t i o n s :  Conduct of A r t i l l e r y ,  Mortar,  and Naval Gunfire" 
which i s  MACV Di rec t ive  52-18. Have you ever  seen t h i s  
document? Exh ib i t  D-3 was handed t o  t h e  wi tness .  

A. I have never seen t h i s  d i r e c t i v e  a s  such, sir. 
But t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  involved were adhered t o  by u n i t s  t h a t  
I ' v e  been assoc ia ted  wi th .  
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Q. Was any of t h i s  d i r e c t i v e  used f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  
purposes a t  t h e  combat cen te r?  

A. No, sir.  The only d i r e c t i v e  I saw was dea l ing  
with t h e  M - 1 6  r i f l e ,  s i r ,  and a r e g u l a t i o n  350 - something, 
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q You mean t h e  only MACV D h e c t i v e ?  
1 

A .  Yes, sir ,  t h i s  was i n  i t s  very infancy and we 
were having a heck of a time g e t t i n g  p u b l i c a t i o n s  and t h i s  
s o r t  of t h i n g  down t h e r e .  

Q- This i s  Exh ib i t  D - 4 ,  MACV Di rec t ive  95-4 
"Air Operat ions.  I t  This i s  Exh ib i t  D-5 e n t i t l e d  "Combat 
Operations" which i s  a p u b l i c a t i o n  of t h e  America1 Divis ion 
on 1 6  March. This was a f t e r  t h e  time you were i n  t h e  combat 
c e n t e r ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Yes, s i r ,  it was. 

Q Do you know i f  t h i s  document replaced  s i m i l a r  
documents o r  had you ever  seen one e n t i t l e d  "Combat 
Operations:  Rules of Engagement?" 

A .  L e t  me look t h i s  over  f o r  a minute, s ir .  I ' m  
f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  t e x t  of t h i s ,  s i r ,  b u t  a s  f a r  a s  i f  it 
replaced  a document, I d o n ' t  know. Bas ica l ly  t h i s  was 
covered i n  t h e  combat cen te r .  

Q. You say t h e  r u l e s  of engagement were covered 
i n  t h e  combat cen te r?  

A .  Rules of engagement, y e s ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  t h e  e x t e n t  we got  i n t o  a s  f a r  a s  noncombatants i n  
v i l l a g e s .  To t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n  we covered t h i s .  
A r t i l l e r y  f i r e  no t  c l o s e r  than 1 , 0 0 0  meters ,  no t  c l o s e r  t o  a 
v i l l a g e  o r  boundary l i n e ;  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  not  c l o s e r  than  
1,000 meters t o  t roops  unless  observed and t h i s  s o r t  of 
th ing .  

Q. Do you r e l a t e  p a c i f i c a t i o n  a s  a s u b j e c t  t o  be 
a s soc ia ted  wi th  r u l e s  of engagement? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  it goes hand-in-hand. 
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Q. Do you f e e l  t h a t  p a c i f i c a t i o n  w a s  covered i n  
t h e  combat cen te r?  The p a c i f i c a t i o n  program. 

A. No, I do n o t ,  sir. 

Q. Why do you say  t h i s ?  

A. I Zon't  r e c a l l  any g r e a t  amount of t i m e  spen t  
on p a c i f i c a t i o n .  The t i m e  t h a t  we had these  people d i d  n o t  
allow it. 

Q - When again d i d  you j o i n  t h e  11 th  Brigade? 

A. I w a s  ass igned t o  t h e  11th  Brigade, sir,  on o r  
about t h e  10th .  And I joined t h e  t a sk  f o r c e  on t h e  l l t h ,  sir. 

Q - . This  i s  what month? 

A. March. 

Q. I show you Exh ib i t  D-7 which i s  t h e  "Combat 
Operations:  Rules of Engagement" published by t h e  l l t h  Brigade 
on t h e  30th of  January.  Had you seen t h i s  document be fo re  
(Exhibi t  D-7 was handed t o  t h e  wi tness)  ? 

A. I have seen t h i s ,  s ir ,  b u t  it w a s  a f t e r  I assumed 
command of headquar ters  company of t h e  l l t h  Brigade. 

Q. What d a t e  w a s  t h a t ?  

A. 20 A p r i l ,  I b e l i e v e ,  sir.  

Q .  During t h e  per iod  you were a s s i s t a n t  S3 you d i d n ' t  
s e e  t h i s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  A s  I s a i d ,  we d i d n ' t  have 
a l o t  o r  r e g u l a t i o n s  and equipment up t h e r e .  

Q I understand from what you say regarding  
t r a i n i n g  a t  t h e  combat c e n t e r  t h a t  you were p r imar i ly  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  t a c t i c a l  t r a i n i n g  of t h e  s o l d i e r ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

a .  For h i s  own s a f e t y ?  
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A .  For h i s  own s a f e t y ,  y e s ,  s i r , '  and a g r e a t  d e a l  
of time was spen t  i n  teaching  p a t r o l l i n g  and p a t r o l l i n g  
techniques.  And a t  t h e  end of t h e  t r a i n i n g  it was culminated 
wi th  an a c t u a l  ambush, o r  t h r e e  ambushes. The c l a s s  was 
d iv ided  i n t o  t h r e e  groups and t h r e e  ambushes were a c t u a l l y  
deployed i n  enemy he ld  t e r r i t o r y .  

Q Do you remember a Major COMEAU? Do you remember 
any of t h e  J A G  o f f i c e r s ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I do no t .  

Q Have you ever  heard of any p u b l i c a t i o n  on war 
crimes,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of war cr imes,  r e p o r t i n g  of war crimes? 

A .  I d o n ' t  understand,  sir.  

Q. Have you ever  seen a document which provides 
guidance i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and r e p o r t i n g  of war crimes? 

A .  No, s i r ,  I haven ' t .  

Q Have you ever  heard it r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  any course 
of i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  America1 Divis ion?  

A .  NO^ t o  .my knowledge, s i r ,  no. 

Q How many hours a day d i d  t h e  t roops  spend i n  
t r a i n i n g  dur ing  t h e  per iod  t h a t  they were i n  t h e  combat cen te r?  

A .  They had a f u l l  day, s i r ,  and s e v e r a l  n i g h t s  
it went o n . i n t o  t h e  n i g h t .  We had a map e x e r c i s e  and a 
compass course ,  n i g h t  compass course.  

& Was t h i s  course of i n s t r u c t i o n  p r i m a r i l y  
t a c t i c a l  work o r  was it classroom work? 

A .  Most of it was p r a c t i c a l  work, sir.  

Q Very few l e c t u r e s ?  

A .  Not many. 

Q. Captain,  do you have anything t o  add regarding  
t h e  combat c e n t e r  t h a t  might be of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  us i n  
determining t h e  t r a i n i n g  which was adminis tered t h e r e ,  a s i d e  
from t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of g e t t i n g  t h e  program of i n s t r u c t i o n  
which w e  may do. 
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A. A t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime,  s i r ,  t h e  combat 
c e n t e r  had j u s t  been organized.  I t  was organized i n  
l a t e  December of 1967 and we had t r a i n e d  t h e  82nd A i r -
borne committee and what w e  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  packet  com-
pan ies ,  companies t h a t  were coming i n  t o  provide t h e  
Del ta  Company f o r  t h e  b a t t a l i o n s .  We t r a i n e d  t h e s e  per-
sonnel  p l u s  r e g u l a r  flow of replacements.  We had g r e a t  turbu-
l e n c e  a s  f a r  a s  our  i n s t r u c t o r s  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime and 
had g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  procuring i n s t r u c t o r s .  The major i ty  
of t h e  i n s t r u c t o r s  had come from t h e  196th Brigade and we 
were r o t a t i n g  a t  t h a t  t ime. 

Q. What's t h e  D e l t a  Company? 

A.  For i n s t a n c e ,  s i r ,  when t h e  198th Brigade 
deployed t o  Vietnam t h e r e  was a Headquarters Company, 
Alpha, Bravo, C h a r l i e ,  and Echo Company. And t h e  Del ta  
Company w a s  an a d d i t i o n a l  r i f l e  company. Echo Company 
w a s  a genera l  suppor t  company. 

Q These packet  companies which you r e f e r r e d  t o ,  
t h e s e  w e r e  s t r i c t l y  replacement groups,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  they were t roops  t h a t  made up t h e  Del ta  
Company. They came wi th  o f f i c e r s  because t h i s  company was n o t  
i n  f a c t  formed o r  w a s  n o t  i n  t h e  br igades  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. Did you t r a i n  t h e  e n t i r e  br igade  from t h e  
82nd Divis ion  a t  one time? 

A. I would s a y ,  s i r ,  we t r a i n e d  a t  l e a s t  75 pe rcen t  
of  them. We t r a i n e d  a l l  t h e  combat t roops  and t h e r e  were 
suppor t  t roops  t h a t  went through a l s o ,  t h e  exac t  numbers 
1 d o n i t  r e c a l l .  

Q What would you say was t h e  average s t r e n g t h  of  
t h e  s t u d e n t  body a t  t h i s  combat c e n t e r ?  

A. S i r ,  w e  were s t a r t i n g  on t h e  average a c l a s s  a 
day, i n  excess of 100 men. 

Q Every day of t h e  week? 

A .  Every day of t h e  week, 
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Q Is t h i s  c o r r e c t  t h a t  you would normally have 
about 600 people t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, sir .  

Q- Captain,  I have one o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t  I want 
you t o  do and t h a t  i s  t o  t h e  b e s t  of your a b i l i t y ,  and i n  
accordance with t h e  symbols which I g ive  you, t o  ske tch  
a communications system which was i n  e f f e c t  on t h e  16th of 
March from t h e  top  t o  h igher  and lower headquar ters ,  t o  
your support  elements such as  your a r t i l l e r y ,  your a v i a t i o n ,  
t o  your command and c o n t r o l  s h i p s ,  and anything e l s e  which 
you may o r  may no t  have had communications wi th .  Now 
I ' m  speaking of r a d i o  communication and I ' m  a l s o  speaking 
of te lephonic  communication which we w i l l  show i n  two d i f f e r e n t  
legends. (The ske tch  was l a t e r  prepared and admitted as 
Exhibi t  0-5 . )  I a l s o  want t o  show where it w a s  necessary 
f o r  you t o  r e l a y ,  i f  it was necessary,  i n  o rde r  t o  t a l k  
pr imar i ly  t o  t h e  deployed u n i t s  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  complex. 
Now do you have any ques t ions  on t h a t ?  

No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. I a l s o  want t o  remind you beEore c l o s i n g  t h a t  w e  
would a p p r e c i a t e  any documents, t a p e s ,  photography, 
records,  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h i s  opera t ion  which you may come ac-
ross  when you r e t u r n  t o  your home s t a t i o n .  I f  you would pre-
f e r ,  be fo re  you leave ,  w e  would be g lad  t o  g ive  you a t ape  t o  
t ake  back wi th  you t o  r ep lace  anything t h a t  you may have 
brought up here .  However, I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  genera l  asked 
t h a t  you send your record  t a p e  t o  us ,  i s n ' t  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. I want t o  remind you t h a t  I am a c t i n g  on behalf  
of t h e  genera l  a s  an a s s i s t a n t  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  and t h a t  
t h e  warnings and charges to '  you which were made a t  t h e  
terminat ion of t h e  f u l l  hear ing  a r e  s t i l l  i n  e f f e c t .  

A .  . Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Do you have any ques t ions?  

A .  . No, s i r ,  I do not .  

Q. This hear ing  i s  recessed.  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1510 hours,  23  December 1 9 6 9 ) .  

(Following recess  CPT LEWELLEN prepared a com-
munications diagram f o r  Task Force Barker which w a s  received 
i n t o  evidence a s  Exh ib i t  0-5 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: MARTIN, Thomas R.  SP5 

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 11 February 19 70 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Demolition S p e c i a l i s t ,  
C/26 Engineer B a t t a l i o n ,  a t t ached  t o  B/4/3. 

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS.". 

The wi tness  was n o t  b r i e f e d  on t h e  opera t ion  by 
anyone from B/4/3 (pg. 2 ) .  H i s  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t  a t  
LZ D o t t i e  t o l d  him t h a t  he would be  wi th  B/4/3 b u t  d i d  
no t  know f o r  how many days (pg. 3 ) .  On 15 March he was 
taken from ~ o t t i e  over t o  LZ Uptight  (pg. 3 ) .  A S p e c i a l i s t  
Four HARTMAN w a s  h i s  a s s i s t a n t  and was wi th  him (pg. 4 ) .  
The witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  normally they c a r r i e d  t e n  pounds 
of TNT a p i e c e  and 50 b l a s t i n g  caps (pg.5 ) : I f  t h e  wi tness  knew i n  
advance t h a t  h e  needed 50 t o  100 pounds of demoli t ions 
he would have t h e  company commander d i v i d e  it among t h e  
people i n  t h e  u n i t  (pg. 6 ) .  The wi tness  was f a m i l i a r  with 
the name P i n k v i l l e  and s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  people i n  t h e  u n i t  
considered it one of the raughes t  a r e a s  (pgs. 6 ,  7). The 
wi tness  d i d  n o t  know anything about  t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  i n  
the a r e a  nor d i d  h e  know anything about d e s t r u c t i o n  of food-
s tocks  o r  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  (pgs. 7 ,  8 ) .  

2. COMBAT ASSAULT. 

a. A c t i v i t i e s  on 16 March. 

(1) Landing and i n i t i a l  movement. 

The wi tness  was t o l d  t o  s t a y  with t h e  CP 
group (pg. 4 )  , H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  which l i f t  he went i n  on, 
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nor d id  he r e c a l l  i f  the  company commander was on the  
same one (pg. 4 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  they landed i n  "some type 
of co rn f i e ldw and t h a t  t he re  was a  mimefield nearby 
which k i l l e d  two o r  t h ree  people including a  l i eu tenant  
(pg. 6 ) .  The witness d id  not  know what the  var ious  platoons 
were supposed t o  do . (pg .  8 ) .  He r eca l l ed  the  doorgunners 
f i r i n g  a s  they went i n  (pgs. 8, 9 ) .  He did  not  r e c a l l  any- 
one f i r i n g  a s  they go t  o f f  the  a i r c r a f t  (pg. 9 ) .  He did  
not  s ee  the  81 mortar s e t  up on o r  near t he  landing zone 
(pg. 9 ) .  The witness s t a t e d  t h a t  it seemed they crossed 
a d i r t  t r a i l  b u t  he could not  r e c a l l  f o r  s u r e  (pg. 1 0 ) .  
He d id  no t  r e c a l l  seeing a l a rge  ga t e  over the  road (pgs. 10, 
11). H e  d i d  r e c a l l  the  mine going of f  and s t a t e d  t h a t  he 
d id  not  know i f  t he  dustoff  had a red cross  o n , i t  (pg. 11). 
He was s tanding c lose  enough t o  t he  second pla,toon a t  t h e  
time of t h e  second explosion t o  be scra tched on the  neck 
(pg. 11). The witness s t a t e d  t h a t  he heard t h a t  t he  word 
was passed down t o  s t e p  over t he  second mine which was marked, 
bu t  someone d id  not  g e t  t he  word (pg. 1 2 ) .  The witness 
s t a t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  the  second explosion they thought they 
were i n  "a complete minefield1' which they then t r i e d  t o  g e t  
out of (pg. 13 ) .  Because he was "shook up" he d i d  not  
no t ice  any events surrounding the medevac a f t e r  the  second 
explosion (pg. 13)- H e  dld not r e c a l l  hearing any f i r i n g  
going on t o  h i s  r i g h t  a s  t he  platoon moved (pgs. 13, 1 4 ) .  

( 2 )  Movement i n t o  the laager  pos i t ion .  

The witness s t a t e d  t h a t  they moved slowly 
the  rest of t he  day (pg. 1 4 ) .  H e  r eca l l ed  l ink ing  up with 
another company i n  which the re  were two of h i s  "buddies" 
P r iva t e  F i r s t  Class HEMMINGS and a S p e c i a l i s t  Five 
(pgs, 1 4 ,  1 5 ) .  They reported t o  him t h a t  they had seen 
a f i r e  f i g h t  t h a t  day (pg. 16 ) .  H e  d id  not  recall i f  they
told him they had used any demolitions t h a t  day, nor did  he 
recall i f  they saw all lot  of bodied' i n  t h a t  a rea  (pg. 1 6 ) .  
lie d id  no t  remember t he  National Po l ice  being present  t h a t  
n igh t  nor d id  he remember t he  mistreatment of any pr isoners  
(99, 22).  He d id  not know of anyone being sho t ,  nor did
hr hear of any suspectra having t h e i r  f ingers  c u t  off 
(fig. 23) 
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b. A c t i v i t i e s  on 17 March. 

(1) The demoli t ion a c t i v i t y  a t  t h e  b r idge .  

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he r e c a l l e d  
s e t t i n g  charges on mines which had previously  been marked 
with t o l i e t  t i s s u e  (pgs. 25-27). H e  thought they were 
discovered wi th  a mine de t ec to r  (pg. 27) .  These were 
loca ted  r i g h t  o f f  t h e  t r a i l  near  t h e  b r idge  (pg. 2 6 ) .  
The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  was t h e  last  of t he  u n i t  t o  
c ross  t h e  b r i dge  (pg. 28) .  The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he 
set  up t h r e e  charges b u t  only one exploded (pgs. 27,  
28) . 

Movement dur ing t h e  day. 

The wi tness  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any demoli t ions 
coming i n  on a h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  day (pg. 2 9 )  . H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  he r e c a l l e d  blowing some bunkers by p lac ing  a pound 
of TNT on each bunker t o  cave it i n  (pg,. 30) . He 
descr ibed t h e  make up of  t h e  bunkers (pgs. 30-33). H e  
s t a t e d  he  d i d  n o t  see any bodies nor any f r e s h  graves i n  
t he  v i l l a g e  where t h e  bunkers were loca ted  (pg. 34 ) .  The 
wi tness  desc r ibed  the use of TNT (pgs. 35-37). The 
wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  normally he was making t h e  charge and 
h i s  he lpe r  was t h e  one p u t t i n g  them i n  t h e  bunkers 
(pg. 38) . He s t a t e d  t h a t  he  could see i n t o  each bunker 
(pg. 38) .  The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  a s  they moved south 
he  r e c a l l e d  some hootches burning (pg. 40) .  The only 
mines and boobytraps t h a t  he  destroyed on t he  t r i p  were 
t he  ones by t h e  b r idge  (pgs. 40, 4 1 ) .  The only bunkers 
t h a t  he  blew w e r e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  v i l l a g e  (pg. 4 1 ) .  

( 3 )  A c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  n igh t  l aager  pos i t i on .  

The wi tness  vaguely r e c a l l e d  t h e  use  o f  
Vietnamese by t h e  p o i n t  team (pgs. 42, 43) .  

c. A c t i v i t i e s  on 18 March. 

The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  going i n t o  an a r e a  where 
they rounded up a number of c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 4 4 ) .  H e  remained 
i n  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  CP and saw t h e  medics coming i n  t o  t r e a t  
the ch i l d r en  (pg. 4 4 )  . H e  saw ARVN o r  Nat ional  Po l i c e  
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on t h e  beach (pg. 4 4 )  . We r e c a l l e d  t h e  a t t a c k  t h a t  
n i g h t  and s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  proximity of t h e  gunships 
f r i g h t e n e d  him (pg. 45), B e  a l s o  r e c a l l e d  a woman beiriy 
brought i n  wi th  a wounded l e g  (pg. 47)  . H e  s t a t e d  thn t 
she  was evacuated (pg. 47). The witness  d i d  n o t  see any 
i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going an  ( p g .  47). 

3. INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 


The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  heard a rumor on 14 March 1 9 6 8  
t h a t  t h e r e  was going t o  be  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  because 
"eo many people g o t  killed" (pgs. 47, 48) . He never hearc1 
of anyone being ques t ioned,  nor could he remember w h ~  
t o l d  h i m  the rumor (pg. 48). Me d i d  wet recal l  hear ing  
any rumors t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  
during the opera t ion  (pg* 50). The rmsr concerning dn 
invee t iga t iow indicated t h a t  civilians had been killed 
but he s tated  t h a t  "it. wasn't pasitivel' (pg .  51) . 
4 0  OTHER INFOWTfQMo 


The w i t n e s s  e t a t e d  t h a t  he  d id  not know If mari juana 
was a problem i n  t h e  company and he d i d  n o t  know i f  anyone
ueed a% on t h e  a p e r a t i o n  (pg*  511, 
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EXHIBITS 


EXHIBIT 

NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 


'wit remembered a 

P-22 Miscellaneous Scene 	 lieutenant and an 19 


interpreter 

questioning an old 

man. 


Wit identified the 
- Miscellaneous Scene same lieutenant. 19 - Wit identified 

-	 Miscellaneous Scene demolitionists as 15 

PFC HEMMING and a 
SP5. 


Coastal photo of Son Used to orient the 
- 85 MY area 	 w1 t m s .  24 
Wit stated that 


P-208 Miscellaneous Scene the prisoners 21 

looked familiar. 


I -
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1407 hour s ,  11 February 
1970.1 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  


RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL WILSON and 

MAJ THOMAS, 


The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  S p e c i a l i s t  F ive  Thomas R. M A R T I N .  

(SP5 MARTIN was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows  :) 

P l e a s e  s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, g rade ,  and S o c i a l  S e c u r i t :  
number? 

A .  S p e c i a l i s t  F i v e  Thomas R. M A R T I N ,  

S t a t e  your  branch of  s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and 
p r e s e n t  duty  s t a t i o n ?  

A. Army, 624th Military P o l i c e  Company, F o r t  Devens, 
Massachuse t t s .  

COL WILSON: S p e c i a l i s t  MARTIN, have you d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  opera-
t i o n  w i t h  anybody from t h a t  u n i t  s i n c e  you l e f t  Vietnam? 

A. NO,  sir.  

Q- What was your  assignment on 16 March 1968? 

A .  W e l l ,  s i r ,  i f  i t ' s  t h e  one I ' m  t h i n k i n g  o f ,  it would 
have been--I w a s  a demo man. I had t o  be  a demo man. You see, 
I w a s  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  Engineers .  

Q- Y e s .  

A .  And 1 went o u t  w i t h  t h e  1/20 a s  demo man on d i f f e r e n t  
jobs.  

Q- Did you have a chance t o  r ead  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  w e  
handed you? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q - Where d i d  you t a k e  your  demol i t ion  t r a i n i n g ?  

A.  Germany, s ir .  

Q. Did you r e c e i v e  any b r i e f i n g  03 t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  t i m e  you went o u t  t h e r e ?  Do you know what 
o p e r a t i o n  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about?  

A. I t h i n k  s o ,  s i r .  

Q = I t  w a s  a combat a s s a u l t .  

A .  Righ t ,  s ir .  

Q =  Airmobi le .  

A .  I mean I can r e c a l l ,  I t h i n k ,  of  one--I can r e c a l l  
of one t i m e  I w a s  was w i t h  B / 4 / 3 .  

Q This  morning, t h a t  morning, d i d  you go i n  w i th  them 
on t h e  combat a s s a u l t  h e l i c o p t e r s ?  

Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - From Upt igh t?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Do you remember t h a t  morning s h o r t l y  a f t e r  1100 
t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  and f o u r  men? The l i e u t e n a n t  was k i l l e d  and 
f o u r  men wounded? 

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q .. T h a t ' s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about .  

A .  Righ t ,  s ir .  

Q - ' Okay. Did you get any b r i e f i n g  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n
b e f o r e  you went o u t  t h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q Nobody t o l d  you where you were going o r  what' you--
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A .. ( In te rpos ing)  J u s t  t o l d  me I would be w i t h  t he  
company, They didn ' t know how many days. 

Q .. Who t o l d  you t h i s ?  

A. My platoon se rgean t .  

Q And where was he? 

A. H e  was back a t  LZ--

Q. - ( In terpos ing)  Dot t i e?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q - Dot t i e?  

A. Yes, sir. 
. -

Q- T h a t ' s  where he normally -s tayed?  

A .  Right,  s i r .  Normally I was with--at  Duc Pho, b u t  
you s e e ,  we were s e n t  up he re  t o  determine--to do some con-
s t r u c t i o n  work, b u i l d i n g  some bu i ld ings  and t h i n g s ,  br idges  
t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  needed. I was a l s o  demo, and was s e n t  out  on 
t h i s  mission. 

Q - Did they t a k e  you from D o t t i e  over  t o  Uptight  t h e  
day before  or--

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )Right. 

Q - One day before?  

A. Right ,  s ir .  

a - With whom d i d  you bunk i n  over t h e r e ?  Did you 
s t a y  wi th  t h e  company CP o r  what? 

A. Well, s i r ,  when I was i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  I s t ayed  with 
t h e  company CP. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  who I s t ayed  .... 
Q- That day when you went over t h e r e ,  d i d  you check i n  
wi th  anybody when you go t  t h e r e ?  The f i r s t  s e rgean t  or--

A .  ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  I saw t h e  first s e r g e a n t ,  but I 
d o n ' t  remember who he was. 
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Q Who was w i t h  you? 

A. I had a h e l p e r ,  a Spec 4 HARTMAN. 

Q - Did you r e c e i v e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  from t h e  f i r s t  
s e r g e a n t  o r  anybody? 

A. Well,  s i r ,  what w e  u s u a l l y  d i d  w a s  we 'd  j u s t  go 
a long  w i t h  t h e  company. I f  t hey  came up t o  something t h a t  w a s  
a job f o r  one of  u s ,  w e  ' d  t a k e  t h e  jobs a s  t hey  came up. W e  
d idn '  t have no--I mean, we were j u s t ,  t h e r e  i n  c a s e  -they needed 
a demo man. 

Q Okay. You were t o l d  t o  s t a y  with--who were you t o l d  
t o  s t a y  w i t h ,  anybody? 

A. I was t o  s t a y  w i t h  t h e  CP, s ir .  

Q Bravo Company commander, i s  t h a t  what y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g
about?  

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q Do you know which l i f t  you went i n  on t h e  nex t  
morning? 

A. NO, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Do you know i f  you went on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t h e  
company commander w a s  on? 

A.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  s i r .  I r e a i i y  cm' t  r e c a l l  back 
t h i s  f a r  about  what went on. 

Q. I ' m  go ing  t o  s i t  h e r e  and show you a l l  k inds  of 
t h i n g s  t h a t  w i l l  make you recal l .  

A .  Okay, s i r ,  

Q I ' m  n o t  going t o  go over  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  I ' l l  g e t  
you on t h i s  photograph i n  a l i t t l e  wh i l e  and show you t h a t .  
I ' m  n o t  go ing  ove r  t h e  whole t h i n g ,  because w e ' r e  i n t e r e s t e d  
p r i m a r i l y  i n  what B Company d i d .  

A .  Right ,  s i r .  
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Q - You d i d n ' t  r ece ive  any i n s t r u c t i o n s .  How much 
demoli t ion d i d  you take  i n  t h e r e ?  I 

A. Well, s i r ,  usual ly  we c a r r i e d  about 20 pounds, then  
i f  we needed more we'd c a l l  back f o r  it. 

Q Twenty pounds each? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q- Ten pounds apiece? 

A. Right ,  s ir .  Sometimes it would be more, and some-
times less. 

Q. Who c a r r i e d  t h e  b l a s t i n g  caps? 

Q. 
a t  a l l ?  

Most of t h e  times I d i d .  -. 

How many caps d i d  you t ake  with you? 

Usually 50, s i r .  

F i f t y  caps? 

Yes, s i r ?  

I n  a box? 

Yes, sir.  

Are these  e l e c t r i c  de tonators?  

No, s i r .  

You d o n ' t  p lan  on using any e l e c t r i c  caps out  t h e r e  

A. No, sir .  I d o n ' t .  

Q. What's t h e  ma t t e r ,  S p e c i a l i s t  MARTIN? You d o n ' t  
want those  around? 

A. NO,  sir.  I ' m  j u s t  shy of them. 
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Q Do you as a r u l e  try t o  g e t  t h e  people  y o u ' r e  working 
w i t h  t o  carry any demol i t i ons  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  10 pounds t h a t  
you c a r r y ?  

A. Sometimes I do,  i f  I know--if I know what I ' m  going 
f o r ,  and I know I ' m  go ing  t o  need more demo, something l i k e  
50 o r  100 pounds, I would go t o  t h e  company commander. H e  
would d i v i d e  it up, and everybody would c a r r y  some. 

Q. Did anybody t e l l  you what you were go ing  w i t h  .B 
Company f o r ?  

A. I was s t a n d i n g  i n  a company format ion ,  and my 
p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t  came up t o  m e  and s a i d :  "We've g o t  a miss ion  
and y o u ' l l  be  going.  They w i l l  t e l l  you what t o  do when you 
g e t  t h e r e .  " 

Q - Do you remember l a n d i n g  t h a t  morning, on t h e  1 6 t h ?  

A. R igh t .  

Q. Do you remember where you landed? Do you remember 
any p a r t i c u l a r  t e r r a i n  f e a t u r e  around t h e r e ?  

A. W e  l anded  i n  some type  of c o r n f i e l d ,  I t h i n k ,  and 
t h e n  w e  moved back around and t h e n  down h e r e .  T h a t ' s  where 
we h i t  t h e  m i n e f i e l d  and t h e  mine. I t h i n k  it was a mine. I 
know t h a t  two o r  t h r e e  of them went o f f ,  and it w a s  e i t h e r  t h e  
f i r s t  o r  second one t h a t  k i l l e d  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t .  

Q Y e s .  Do you know what a r e a  you went i n t o ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. Does t h e  name P i n k v i l l e  mean any th ing  t o  you? 

A. R igh t ,  s i r ,  I heard--I  mean everybody t a l k e d  about  
t h e  P inkvi lLe  -. 

Q When d i d  t hey  t a l k  about  it, then  o r  now? 

A. W e l l ,  back t h e n ,  s ir .  

Q - Why d i d  they  t a l k  about  i t ?  
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A. I know i t  was supposed t o  have been one of t h e  
roughes t  areas a s  f a r  a s  they  were concerned.  

Q. Do you know who it belonged t o ,  whose A 0  it was i n ?  

A. NO,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q I t  wasn' t Task Force B a r k e r ' s .  I t  was i n  t h e  2d 
ARNV D i v i s i o n ' s  a r e a .  Do you know of  anyth ing  t h a t  was s t a t e d  
back t h e r e  a t  any t ime b e f o r e  you l e f t  t h e  f i r e  base  about 
bu rn ing  of  houses ,  d e s t r u c t i o n  of houses?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t . -

Q. Nothing s a i d  about demolit ion--

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I heard .  

Q How about d e s t r u c t i o n  of  t u ~ n e l sand bunkers?- -

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  a t  t h e  a--I d i d  it. Every t i m e  I went 
o u t ,  t h e r e  would be  a t u n n e l  o r  bunker t o  d e s t r o y .  That was 
my miss ion .  

Q.  Tha t  w a s  you normal miss ion .  Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

9 - T h a t ' s  what you d i d  most of t h e  t i m e  when you worked 
w i t h  t h e s e  u n i t s ?  

A. R igh t ,  s ir .  I f  t hey  wanted something--I mean i f  t hey  
wanted something complete ly  des t royed ,  t h a t ' s  when they  would 
c a l l  me. I would l e a v e  it c l o s e d  o f f .  

Q Was any th ing  s a i d  about  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  food-
s t o c k s ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q- Was anyth ing  s a i d  about  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of t h e  
i n h a b i t a n t s  of  t h i s  a r e a ,  what t hey  were supposed t o  do wi th  
them? 

A. No, s ir ,  n o t  t h a t  I know o f .  

7 
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Q Do you know any th ing  about  t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  down 
t h e r e ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. DO you know any th ing  about  what each of  t h o s e  p la toons  
was supposed t o  do? Was t h e r e  any one p l a toon  t h a t  was supposed 
t o  do something t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  two w e r e n ' t ?  

A. Not t h a t  I know o f ,  s i r .  

Q. You went down t h a t  morning. The company went down 
i n  two l i f t s , - n i n e  h e l i c o p t e r s  i n  each l i f t ,  f l y i n g  down ove r  
t h e  South China Sea.  E x h i b i t  P-205 i s  a photograph of one of  
t h e  f l i g h t s .  You came down from Upt igh t ,  which i s  up h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g  on map), came o u t  a c r o s s  t h e  Diem Diem River ,  f lew 
down t o  t h e  Song Tra Khuc River  on t h e  s o u t h ,  you see h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g  r i v e r  on map), and then  came back up. You have a 
l and ing  zone r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  a r e a  on map). You came 
down and back up t o  t h e  l a n d i n g  zone. I ' l l  show you t h a t  on 
t h e  photo.  Photographs P-206 and P-207 a r e  p r o x i m i t i e s  of  
your  l a n d i n g  zone. Do you recognize  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. I t  s u r e  l ooks  f a m i l i a r .  / 

Q T h a t ' s  a g raveyard  i n  P-207. Do you remember land ing  
i n  a graveyard? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q Do you remember l and ing  n e a r  a graveyard? 

Nc, sir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  r i g h t  o f f .  

Q Do you remember t h e  doorgunners f i r i n g  when you 
went i n ?  

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q- The doorgunners were f i r i n g ?  

A. W e l l ,  choppers were f i r i n g  so--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The choppers were f i r i n g ?  
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A. Well, it must have been t h e  doorgunners. 

Q - I t  could have been gunships  i f  it wasn ' t  your
a i r c r a f t .  Was it your a i r c r a f t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  

Q. Do you remember anybody f i r i n g  when they  got  o f f  
*e a i r c r a f t ?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anyone f i r i n g .  

Q Do you remember see ing  any f i r e  when you went i n ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. When you g o t  i n  d i d  you s t a y  r i g h t  t h e r e  w i t h  the  CP? 

A. Well, s i r ,  a f t e r  we got  reorganized I d id .  I know 
we a l l  g o t  o f f  t h e  choppers,  and we got  down. Then a f t e r  a l l  
t he  choppers had a l ready moved ou t ,  then  we s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  
reoganized. 

Q. Then you s tayed with t h e  CP? 

A. T r i ed  t o ,  sir.. 

Q. Did you s e e  t h e  81 mortar anywhere? 

A. Right ,  s ir .  

Q - Do you remember seeing--

A .  ( In terpos ing)  I seen a mortar .  

Q. Did you s e e  it s e t  up t o  f i r e  o r  just--

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Right,  s i r ,  a t  a couple of d i f f e r e n t  
t imes.  

Q- I t  was s e t  up on t h e  landing  zone o r  near  the  land-
i n g  zone, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A, I d i d n ' t  see i t  t h e r e ,  sir. 
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Q You d i d n ' t  s e e  it. When you moved o f f ,  d i d  you 
move o f f  w i t h  t h e  CP? 

A. I t h i n k  s o .  

Q How l o n g  d i d  you s t a y  on t h e  l and ing  zone b e f o r e  
you s t a r t e d  moving? 

A. I t  w a s n ' t  t o o  long ,  s i r ,  a s  w e l l  as I can remember. 

Q a  According t o  o u r  i n fo rma t ion ,  you moved n o r t h  from 
t h e  l a n d i n g  zone back toward Upt igh t .  You could  probably s e e  
Upt igh t .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q 9 D o  you remember c r o s s i n g  t h e  t r a i l ,  a d i r t  t r a i l ,  
and a r i d g e  r o s e  up from t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. It seems t h a t  w e  d i d ,  s i r ,  I c a n ' t  s ay  f o r  s u r e .  

Q The t i m e  was 0815 when t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  touched 
down, and a t  0827 t h e  l a s t  lift touched down. T h a t ' s  what t h e  
l o g  s a y s .  Righ t  b e f o r e  t h a t  t h e r e  would have been a  3-minute 
a r t i l l e r y  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o r  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  and t h e n  t h e r e  shou ld  
have been some gunship f i r i n g  a s  shown i n  t h e s e  photographs 
r i g h t  h e r e  P-207 and P-206. 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  u s u a l l y  when you go i n  l i k e  t h i s  ove r  
t h e r e ,  you would have gunships  o u t  t h e r e .  

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  The company should  have been p r e t t y  w e l l  
o rgan ized  and on t h e  ground,  everybody, by 0830. A t  0845 
L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN t r i p p e d  t h a t  mine. So t h a t ' s  15  minutes 
a f te r  t h e  l a s t  l i f t  came i n .  You c o u l d n ' t  have moved t o o  f a r .  

A. W e  h a d n ' t  moved t o o  f a r ,  s i r .  

Q- Did you see t h a t  happen? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I was--when he g o t  h i t ,  I w a s n ' t  t o o  
awful ly  f a r  from him a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q Do you remember c r o s s i n g  a t r a i l ,  and t h e r e  was a 
b i g  g a t e  i n  t h e  road .  I t  was s o r t  of an a r ch ,  bamboo, b i g  
bamboo a r c h ,  and it had w r i t i n g  and s t u f f  on t o p  of i t ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  

Q. Okay. But you do remember t h a t  mine going o f f ?  

A .  Yes, s i r ,  I do. 

Q- Did you s e e  t h e  evacuat ion s h i p  come ' i n ,  the  dust-
o f f  come i n ,  and pick h i m  up? 

A. Right ,  s ir .  

Q- Did it have a r ed  c ross  on i t ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  s ir .  I c a n ' t  say.  

Q *  A l l  r i g h t .  Then t h e  logs  shows t h a t  a t  0 9 3 0 ,  which 
was 45 minutes l a t e r ,  t h e  second mine went o f f .  

A .  A s  w e l l  a s  I can remember,. s i r ,  it wasn ' t  t h a t  long. 

Q. I t  d o e s n ' t  seem l i k e  t h a t  - long, does i t ?  

A. NO,  s i r ,  it d o e s n ' t .  

Q e  T h a t ' s  what t h e '  l o g  shows. And a t  t h i s  time were 
t h e r e  t h r e e  men wounded? 

A. Yes, s i r .  One of  t h e  men go t  i n t o  some--one o r  two 
was--mainly it was a--as a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  t h e  reason t h a t  I 
remember it s o  we l l  it was one of  the--the only time t h a t  I 
even go t  a s c r a t c h .  

Q Where. 

A .  A l i t t l e  n ick  on t h e  neck. 

Q- Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. J u s t  a s c r a t c h ,  y e s ,  sir. 

Q e  You must have been p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  2d Platoon 
because t h a t ' s  t h e  platoon t h a t  took t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  on both 
of those?  

A. Well, s i r ,  I t r i e d  t o  s t a y  with t h e  CP as  much as  
p o s s i b l e  b u t  sometimes you would--you know, the 2d Platoon 
would f i n d  something, and you'd have t o  go wi th  them. I ' d  
t r y  t o  g e t  back wi th  t h e  C P  a s  soon as  poss ib le .  
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Q. A l l  r i g h t .  By t h e  t ime t h a t  second mine went o f f ,  
had you been assigned any job a t  a l l  a s  f a r  a s  demol i t ion  goes? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  a s  of y e t .  

Q I heard ,  o r  somebody s a i d ,  t h a t  t h i s  second mine 
was marked and t h a t  they  passed t h e  word down t o  s t e p  over 
i t ,  and somebody didn '  t g e t  t h e  word. Is t h a t  what happened? 

A. That ' s  what I understood t h a t  happened, sir.  

Q. T h a t ' s  what you heard? 

Right ,  sTr.A. 

Q You're about i n  t h e  same boa t  I am. You d o n ' t  know 
t h a t ,  you i u s t  heard i t ?  

A. Tha t ' s  r i g h t ,  s i r ,  I c o u l d n ' t  swear t o  it. The 
only t h i n g  I know, t h e  guy t h a t  had t h e  mine sweeper d e t e c t o r ,  
i t  r e a l l y  go t  next  t o  him when he found o u t  t h a t  t h e  guy, 
a f t e r  he had s p o t t e d  t h e  mine, had go t  h i t  by it. 

Q Y e s ,  I imagine s o .  That wasn' t h i s  f a u l t .  That was 
the f a u l t  of  t h e  people n o t  pass ing  t h e  word back. 

A. True. - 7  

Q hilo was ca r ry ing  t h e  mine a e t e c t z r  t h a t  day? Do 
you know? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. 
I 

Q Was it GUTHRIE? 

A. I d o n r t  know, sir .  

Q Do you remember a man named GUTHRIE? 

A. No, s l r ,  I d o n ' t .  I wasn ' t  r e a l l y  f a m i l i a r  wi th  
the company. 

Q 9 You dldn Y know anybody? 

A .  No, s i r ,  no t  r e a l l y .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember any names from t h a t  company? 
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No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q- I understand when t h a t  second mine was h i t  t h a t  
m e r e  was a change i n  mission,  and t h a t  t h e y  d idr r ' t  sweep 
i n t o  t h a t  town a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. You mean a change i n  d i r e c t i o n ?  

Q. Yes. 

A. We d i d  go around. 

Q.  You d i d  go around? You backed up and walked out?  

A. They s a i d  it was a complete minef ie ld ,  s o  we were 
t r y i n g  t o  avoid it. 

Q* To g e t  o u t  of i t ?  

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q. Did you s e e  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  come i n  and pick up those  
t h r e e  people t h a t  were wounded t h e  second time? 

A. I was up t h e r e ,  s i r .  

Q - That  was Colonel BARKER'S command and c o n t r o l  s h i p .  
Did you s e e  t h e  company commander t a l k  t o  Colonel BARKER then?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q Did you s e e  anybody g e t  o f f  t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. No, s ir .  I was p r e t t y  w e l l  shook up myself a t  
t h e  t i m e .  

Q- You weren ' t  paying much a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. No, sir .  A l l  I t r i e d  t o  do was keep from s tepping  
on one myself .  

Q. I c a n ' t  say I blame you. Well, d i d  you hear  any
f i r i n g  going on over on t h e  c o a s t ,  over  t o  your r i g h t  as  the  
p la toon moved o u t  i n  a d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n  from t h e  way t h e  
company d i d ,  and moved over  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  you went t o  t h e  
next  day? 

(MARTIN] 
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A. I c o u l d n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e ,  s i r ,  i t ' s  been s o  long. 

Q Do you remember s e e i n g  t h e  mortar  f i r e ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  s ay  t h i s  i s  t h e  same mission,  s i r .  I ' m  
n o t  s ay ing  t h a t  it i s ,  b u t  a l i t t l e  l a t e r  on, maybe t h e  nex t  
day o r  a l i t t l e  a f t e r  t h a t ,  w e  even g o t  a t tacked--

Q e  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s .  

A.  I f  t h i s  was t h e  same miss ion ,  w i th  mortars .  

Q Okay, w e ' l l  g e t  t o  t h a t .  You probably had it, b u t  
you've g o t  your days mixed up. Nowi you d i d n ' t  do much around 
t h e r e  t h a t  day,  j u s t  searched  around and j u s t  h e l d  up? 

A. W e  moved slow. 

Q Do you remember t h a t  a f t e rnoon  ano the r  company 
coming i n  and l i n k i n g  up wi th  you? 

A. W e l l ,  I remember t h e  o t h e r  company l i n k i n g  up wi th  
us ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember i f  it was t h a t  day o r  t h e  nex t  o r  what. 

Q I t  was t h a t  day. 

A .  A l l  r i g h t ,  s i r .  

Q. They came i n .  Did you see them come i n  wi th  any 
ARVN s o l d i e r s  

A. Seems l i k e  I d i d .  The reason  I remember t h i s  o t h e r  
company s o  w e l l  is  because I had two more buddies  w i t h  t h e  
company. They was from my company, 

Q You had two more? 

A. Right ,  s ir .  

Q With C Company? 

A.  Right ,  s i r .  

Q. This  i s  t h e  photo P-66.  Would those  two f r i e n d s  
be t h e  two men i n  t h e  background t h e r e ?  

(Hands photo t o  w i t n e s s ;  w i tness  examines p h o t o ) .  

APP T-354 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. Right ,  sir. 

Who a r e  they? Would you i d e n t i f y  them? 

A.  This he re  i s  HEMMINGS. This h e r e  is--I c a n ' t  
r e a l l y  r e c a l l  h i s  name offhand, b u t  he  is a l s o  a SP5. 

Q The two men i n  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  photograph? 

A. Right.  

Q Behind the two Vietnamese s o l d i e r s  is--

A. ( In terpos ing)  PFC HEMMING. 

Q The one on t h e  r i g h t  i s  HEMMTNG. 

A. And t he  o t h e r  one i s  a SP5. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  
, r e c a l l  h i s  name. - -

Q Those a r e  t h e  d e m o l i t i o n i s t s ?  

Right.  

Q And you saw them when they  came i n ?  

A. Right ,  s i r ,  I even t a l k e d  t o  them. 

Q Did you s l e e p  with them? 

A .  Well, s i r ,  w e  were wi th  d i f f e r e n t  companies. We 
d i d n ' t  s t a y  toge the r .  

Q e  You s tayed  i n  your companies that n i g h t ?  

A .  Right ,  sir.  

Q- What d i d  they  say? Did they  say anything about t h a t  
day 's  ope ra t ion?  

A. I r e c a l l  hea r ing  something about it. I c a n ' t  
remember . fo r  s u r e  what it was. I mean about--something about 
t h a t  t h i s  was on t e l e v i s l o n ,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  say  f o r  su re .  

Q D i d  they say  they  d i d  a l o t  of k i l l i n g  over t h e r e ?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  They s a i d  t h e r e  had been q u i t e  a bit, 
as w e l l  a s  I can r e c a l l .  They were s o r t  of e x c i t e d .  

w 
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Q Do you know i f  they d i d  any demol i t ion  work over  
t h e r e ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  them say ing  so .  

Q e  Did they seem t o  be  upse t  about anything? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  r e a l l y  upse t .  

Q- D i d  they  s t a y  wi th  t h e  company commander t h a t  day? 

I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  s ay ,  s ir .  

What d i d  they t a l k  about?, 

W e l l ,  just normal s t u f f  mostly. 

Q - D i d  they say  they saw a l o t  of bod ies  ove r  t h e r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  t hey  s a i d  t h a t  they  saw a f i r e  f i g h t .  

Q .  A f i r e  f i g h t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Between whom? 

A. A s  w e l l  a s  1-'.canremember--well, I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  
know, sir.  The only  t h i n g  I know i s  they asked what had w e  
encountered t h a t  day. 

Q- Did they  say  they met:xesistance over  t h e r e ?  

A. I t h i n k  s o .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n .  

Q. But they  came i n  and you r an  i n t o  them t h a t  day.
Did you see them when they  walked i n ,  o r  d i d  you s e e  them 
l a t e r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  I seer1 them when they came o r  n o t ,  
b u t  I don't-.remember, If t h i s  was when w e  d i d  j o i n  up--I mean, 
you know, I t a l k e d  t o  both of  them. A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  I 
t h i n k  they gave us a coke and then  wen-t on. 

Q- Gave you a what? 

A. Coke. 
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Q - Oh, coke? 

A ., Right ,  s i r .  

Q- Where d i d  they g e t  t h a t ?  

A. Well, s i r ,  most of t h e  t ime we would ca r ry  them 
wi th  us.  

9 - What's t h a t ,  i n  l i e u  of demoli t ions? 

A. S i r ?  

Q - Is t h a t  i n  l i e u  of demoli t ions? 

A. No, s ir .  Water g e t s  p r e t t y  t i g h t  sometimes. 

Q You s t i l l  c a r r i e d  1 0  pounds i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
coke? 

.. -

A. Right.  

Q- When you r a n  i n t o  t h e s e  two buddies of yours t h a t  
day, d i d  you s e e  any ARVN s o l d i e r s  .come i n  t h e r e  w i t h  t h a t  
u n i t ?  Did you s e e  any i n t e r p r e t e r s ?  

A. I t  seems t o  me t h e r e  was. I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  s u r e .  

Q a  The same photo t h a t  you saw, P-66, do you recognize 
t h e  two ARVN s o l d i e r s  t h a t  a r e  up i n  f r o n t  of your buddies? 

(Hands photo t o  wi tness ;  wi tness  examines photo.) 

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  recognize them. 

Q- You've never seen them b e f o r e ,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. No, sir ,  I wouldn ' t  say t h a t  I ' v e  seen them. 

Q *  A l l  r i g h t .  This i s  photo P-18. Do you recognize
anybody i n  t h a t  photograph? 

(Hands photo t o  wi tness ;  wi tness  examines photo.)  

No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  recognize anybody. 

Q* A l l  r i g h t .  You d i d n ' t  s e e  any of those  people? 
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Q 
t h e  CP. 

A .  
about t h e  

Q. 
people i n  

Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Could you i d e n t i f y  t h a t  a rea?  

No, s ir .  

How about P-19? 

(Hands photo t o  wi tness ;  wi tness  examines photo.)  

I d o n ' t  recognize any of t h e  people. 

How about P-20? 

(Hands photo t o  wi tness ;  wi tness  examines photo.)  

I d o n ' t  recognize them. 

The man on t h e  r i g h t  i s  Sergeant  MARSHALL. He was--

( In te rpos ing)  He does look s o r t  of f a m i l i a r .  

He was t h e  squad l e a d e r  f o r  t h e  s e c u r i t y  squad f o r  

looks f a m i l i a r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t ,  r e a l l y  didn 't--

( In te rpos ing)  You d o n ' t  recognize t h i s  a rea?  

Well, s i r ,  about a l l  of Vietnam over  t h e r e  looked 
same, r e a l l y .  

P-21,  do you recognize e i t h e r  one of those  two 
uni f  crm? 

(Hands photo t o  wi tness ;  witness  examines photo.) 

I t  looks f a m i l i a r ,  b u t  I.... 

The Vietnamese? 

No, s i r .  I guess they a r e  Vietnamese. 

Yes. 

I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  s u r e .  

18 
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(Hand photo t o  wi tness  ; witness  examines photo. ) 

A. I t  seems t h a t  I recognize see ing  them t a l k  t o  t h i s  
one. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

a - The o l d  man? 

Right ,  s i r .  

Q - The o l d  Vietnamese man? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Did you say you t a l k e d  t o  him? 

A. No, sir.  I t  seems t h a t  I recognize him as--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Did you s e e -t h e s e  two people t a l k i n g  
t o  him? 

A. This  h e r e  s o r t  of looks l i k e  a l i e u t e n a n t  t h a t  was 
an i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Q- A l l  r i g h t ,  That one i n  t h e  c e n t e r ,  t h a t ' s  Lieutenant  
JOHNSON.  He was i n  t h e  M I ,  he  was an i n t e r r o g a t o r ,  and t h i s  
i s  h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r  on h i s  r i g h t .  

A. yes ,  s ir .  

(Hands photo t o  wi tness  ; witness  examines photo. ) 

A. Th i s  i s  t h e  same guy here .  

Q *  Tha t ' s  r i g h t ,  t h e  same man, t h e  one i n  t h e  c e n t e r  
w i t h  t h e  papers  i n  h i s  hand. 

A. Right ,  s i r ,  

Q - Did you s e e  those  people o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  day, t h e  
i n t e r p r e t e r  and Lieutenant  JOHNSON? 

A. Yes, sir. I saw them o u t  t h e r e .  
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Q - Did you see anybody e l s e ?  Well, you d o n ' t  know 
t h e s e  from B Company. 

A. No, s i r ,  I ' m  n o t  t o o  f a m i l i a r  w i th  them. 

Q- D i d  you see anybody from the b a t t a l i o n  o u t  t h e r e ,  
o r  from t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  headquar t e r s3  Do you know anybody 
from t a s k  f o r c e  headquar t e r s?  

A. No, s ir ,  n o t  r e a l l y .  

Q. Okay. Did you have any demol i t ion  miss ions  t h a t  
day? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q Did you see any bodies  t h a t  day? 

A. No, s i r .  W e  d i d n ' t  g e t  up t h a t  f a r .  

Q - Did you see any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on t h a t  day? 

A .  W e l l ,  I saw them t a l k i n g  t o  t h i s  o l d  guy, t h i s  
l i e u t e n a n t  and h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r  t a l k i n g  t o  t h i s  o l d  guy. Tha t ' s  
about it. 

.. 

Q. What w e r e  t hey  doing t o  him? 

A. They were t r y i n g  t o  g e t  him t o  answer some ques t ions ,  
and he wasn ' t  t o o  coopera t ive .  

Q You're t a l k i n g  about t h e  photo P-22? 

A. Right ,  s i r .  

Q. What d i d  they  do t o  him? 

A. Well,  s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  s t a y  around h e r e  too  long. I 
moved o u t .  They moved m e  back a s  p a r t  of  t h e  pe r ime te r .  I 
d i d n ' t  have a mission s o  I--so I moved o u t  a s  they  w e r e  t a l k i n g  
t o  him, and moved back t o  h e l p  with t h e  pe r ime te r .  

Q Did they  do anyth ing  t o  him? 

Not t h a t  I can remember, s ir .  
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Did you h e a r  t h a t  they d i d  anything t o  him? 

A. No, sir .  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  anything about it. I t h i n k ,  
b u t  I ' m  n o t  sure--I  t h i ~ , kt h a t  n i g h t  they took some p r i soners  
wi th  us ,  I I m  n o t  su re .  

Q- With you where? 

A. While we went and s e t  an LZ, I mean s e t  up over-
n i g h t ,  you know, n o t  t o o  f a r  from t h i s  po in t .  I t h i n k  they 
had p r i s o n e r s  then.  And t h e  next  morning the  chopper came 
i n ,  o r  e i t h e r  t h a t  n i g h t ,  I c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  which it 
was, and they  p u t  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  on t h e  chopper. 

Q. Okay. This  i s  photo P-208. Do you remember see ing  
any of those  p r i s o n e r s ?  

(Hands photo t o  wi tness ;  wi tness  examines photo.)  

A. S i r ,  they look f a m i l i a r .  , -

Q. That  a r e a  looks . f a m i l i a r ?  

A. Right ,  s i r ,  t h i s  looks l i k e  something l i k e  we s e t  
up i n .  

Q .  That  should be near  t h e  company C P  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. Right ,  sir. 

' 9  Where d i d  those  p r i s o n e r s  go? 

A. I t h i n k  they p u t  them on choppers, s i r ,  and flew 
them i n .  

Q- I n  where? 

A. Back t o  t h e  LZ, I guess.  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  
where ~ e ytook them, sir .  

Q a  You didn!t go wi th  them? 

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q. You s tayed  near  th i s  a r e a ?  
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A .  Well, s i r ,  I dug a  foxhole  back up i n  h e r e  somewhere 
t h a t  n i g h t .  

How about  P-209, do you recognize  t h a t ?Q 

(Hands photo t o  w i t n e s s ;  w i t n e s s  examines photo. )  

P u l l  it o v e r  t h e r e .  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  r i g h t  o f f  I d o n ' t .  Not r i g h t  o f f  I 
d o n ' t ,  s ir .  

Q.
p r i s o n e r s  

A l l  r i g h t .  
h e r e ?  

But you do remember s e e i n g  t h e s e  

A. Right ,  s i r ,  I remember s e e i n g  them. 

Q. Did you s e e  any of t hose  p r i s o n e r s  m i s t r e a t e d ?  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  t h e s e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  were t r y i n g  t o  make 
them t a l k .  

Q - What were t hey  do ing  t o  them? 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  I have--I'm n o t  s u r e ,  b u t  I have s e e n  
t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  o v e r  t h e r e  g e t  p r e t t y  rough w i t h  them, 
g e t  s t i c k s  and b e a t  them on t h e  kneecaps,  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s ,  s i r .  

Q Were t h e r e  any Na t iona l  P o l i c e  i n  t h e r e  w i t h  you
t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember, s i r .  

Q. Did you s e e  any mis t rea tment  of p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  n igh t?  

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q • That  day? 

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q. Wouldn't  you r e c a l l ?  

A. I probably would, s i r .  
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Q. Did you h e a r  t h a t  they d i d  anything t o  him? 

A. No, s ir .  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  anything about it. I t h i n k ,  
b u t  I ' m  n o t  sure--I  th ihk  t h a t  n i g h t  they  took some p r i soners  
wi th  us ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q- With you where? 

A. While we went and s e t  an LZ, I mean s e t  up over-
n i g h t ,  you know, n o t  t o o  f a r  from t h i s  p o i n t .  I t h i n k  they 
had p r i s o n e r s  then.  And t h e  next  morning the  chopper came 
i n ,  o r  e i t h e r  t h a t  n i g h t ,  I c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  which it 
was, and they  p u t  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  on t h e  chopper. 

Q - Okay. This i s  photo P-208. Do you remember see ing  
any of t h o s e  p r i s o n e r s ?  

(Hands photo t o  wi tness ;  wi tness  examines photo.)  

A. S i r ,  they look f a m i l i a r .  " 

Q. That  a r e a  looks f a m i l i a r ?  

A. Right ,  s i r ,  t h i s  looks l i k e  something l i k e  we s e t  
up i n .  

Q. That  should be near  t h e  company C P  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. Right ,  s ir .  

Q. Where d i d  those  p r i s o n e r s  go? 

A. I t h i n k  they pu t  them on choppers, s ir ,  and flew 
them i n .  

Q- I n  where? 

A. Back t o  t h e  LZ, I guess.  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  
where they took them, s i r .  

Q.. You didn!t go w i t h  them? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. You s t ayed  near  t h i s  a r e a ?  
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A. Well, s i r ,  I dug a  foxhole back up i n  he re  somewhere 
t h a t  n igh t .  

Q. 	 How about P-209 ,  do you recognize t h a t ?  

(Hands photo t o  wi tness ;  wi tness  examines photo.)  

p u l l  it over  t h e r e .  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  r i g h t  o f f  I d o n ' t .  Not r i g h t  o f f  I 
d o n ' t ,  s ir .  

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  But you do remember see ing  t h e s e  
p r i soners  he re?  

A. 	 Right ,  s i r ,  I remember see ing  them. 

Q. 	 Did you s e e  any of those p r i soners  mis t r ea ted?  

A. Well, s i r ,  t h e s e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  were t r y i n g  t o  make 
them t a l k .  

Q. 	 What were they doing t o  them? 

A. Well, s i r ,  I have--I'm no t  s u r e ,  b u t  I have seen 
t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce  over  t h e r e  g e t  p r e t t y  rough wi th  them, 
g e t  s t i c k s  and b e a t  them on t h e  kneecaps, th ings  l i k e  t h i s ,  sir. 

Q - Were t h e r e  any National  Po l i ce  i n  t h e r e  with you 
t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. 	 I c a n ' t  remember, s ir .  

Q. 	 Did.you s e e  any mistreatment of p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  n ight?  

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q That day? 

A. 	 Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q. 	 Wouldn't you r e c a l l ?  

A. 	 I probably would, s i r .  
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Q. Do you remember anybody g e t t i n g  s h o t ?  

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  


Q- Did you h e a r  about  any o f  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  g e t t i n g  s h o t ?  


A. No, s ir .  


Q* Did you h e a r  about  any VC s u s p e c t s  g e t t i n g  s h o t ?  


A. No , sir .  

Q. Did you h e a r  about  any o f  them g e t t i n g  t h e i r  f i n g e r s  
c u t  o f f ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I never  d i d .  
. -

Q- D i d  you s e e  a b i g  f e l l ow i n  t h e r e  on t h a t  day w i t h  
s t a r c h  f a t i g u e s ,  a U.S. t y p e ,  who had a  b i g  k n i f e ?  

A. No, sir.  I would r e c a l l  him. ' 

Q. They looked mighty c l e a n ,  I unders tand?  

A. They probably would have,  s i r .  

Q- But no th ing  happened t h a t  n i g h t  t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

You s a i d  something about l e a v i n g  t h i s  a r e a .  Where d i d  you go? 


A. Tha t  w a s  t h e  nex t  day, s i r .  

Q- Y e s ,  it w a s n ' t  t h a t  n i g h t ?  You s t a y e d  t h e r e  t h a t  
n i g h t ,  d i d n ' t  you? 

A. (Witness nodded i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  


Q* You guys d i d n ' t  have any demol i t i on  requi rements?  


A. Not t h a t  n i g h t ,  s ir .  

Q. You s t i l l  had your 1 0  pounds? 

A. Should have had,  s ir .  

-
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Q Okay. What happened t h e  next  morning? You moved 
ou t  f o r  one t h i n g ,  you moved out  toward a r i v e r .  I d o n ' t  
know whether you--you were i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  column and 
you moved back down t o  a t r a i l  and moved through a v i l l a g e .  
They had some f i r i n g  down t h e r e  on a b r idge .  You should have 
been moving forward about t h a t  t ime,  I understand, t o  c l e a r  
some mines. 

Q W e l l ,  s i r ,  on t h i s  I don' t - -wel l ,  I remember some-
t h i n g  on t h e  t r a i l  t h a t  had been marked f o r  mines. The men 

' t h a t  had t h e  mine d e t e c t o r  marked t h e  mines , and myself and 
my o f f i c e r  and my h e l p e r  blew t h e  mines. They were on a t r a i l ,  
I b e l i e v e ,  r i g h t  be fo re  you g e t  t o  a br idge .  

Q- Okay, l e t ' s  look a t  t h i s .  This  is  P-185 (handing
photo t o  w i t n e s s ) .  

You were probably laagexed somewhere i n  here .  Your. 
landing  zone was r i g h t  about i n  here .  Do you see?  

A. Right ,  s i r .  

Q This  i s  P i n k v i l l e .  

A. Right ,  s ir .  ., 

Q. You moved ou t  of t h e r e  and moved down t o  t h i s  road 
o r  t r a i l ,  moved up t h e  t r a i l  through t h i s  v i l l a g e  down toward 
t h i s  b r idge?  

A. I t h i n k  r i g h t  i n  he re  i s  where t h e  mines were a t .  

Q - Okay. You're t a l k i n g  about t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  
br idge?  

A. I t h i n k  s o ,  s ir .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Now, a t  t h a t  b r i d g e ,  on t h i s  s i d e  of 
t h e  b r idge ,  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  br idge ,  t h a t  morning a t  
0810 a man named TAYLOR t r i p p e d  a booby t r a p  o r  a mine. 

A. I remember t h a t .  

Q I d o n ' t  know which it was. Do you know which it 
was? 
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A. No, s i r ,  I don ' t .  A mine was a booby t r a p  a s  f a r  
as  I was concerned. 

Q Okay. Anyway he t r i p p e d  one, and he l o s t  h i s  f o o t .  

A. I th ink  s o ,  sir.  

Q. Now, of course,  he was on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of the  
br idge?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. He's  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  br idge?  

A. A t  t h e  time what I had t o  do though, I went back 
t h e r e  an s e t  my charges.  I had t o  w a i t  u n t i l  everybody got  
through i n  o r d e r  f o r  me t o  s e t  my charges o f f .  Then I s e t  
my charges o f f ,  and then I come on ac ross .  You know, lit my 
charges,  and then  I went across .  A f t e r  I go t  ac ross ,  the  
charges went o f f .  

Q. What I want t o  know i s  whether you moved out  with 
t h e  CP u n t i l  you go t  down t o  t h i s  road? Weren't you w i t h  t h e  
CP? 

A. I should have been. 

Q* The u n i t  stopped somewhere around t h e  t ime t h i s  
mine went o f f  over here?  

A. Well, s i r ,  t h e  mine was on one s i d e ,  and as wel l  
as  I can r e c a l l  we stopped a f t e r  we crossed  t h e  r i v e r .  

Q Yes, b u t  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about be fo re  you go t  across  
t h e  r i v e r .  This mine went off when TAYLOR was on the  o t h e r  
s i d e ,  be fo re  your u n i t  eve r  go t  ac ross  t h e  b r idge .  Then we 
understand t h a t  you were c a l l e d  forward, t h a t  somebody from 
t h e  CP s e n t  you up forward. They go t  a r a d i o  c a l l  from up 
f r o n t  t h a t  t h e r e  was some mines up t h e r e ,  and you crawled 
forward and went up t h e r e  and marked them. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. We d i d  n o t  mark them. 

Q* You d i d n ' t  mark them? 

A. When we went up t h e r e ,  they were marked. 
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Q - They were a l ready marked? 

A. Right.  We s e t  t h e  charges,  then we waited u n t i l  
everybody g o t  ac ross .  Then we s e t  t h e  pr imers ,  bu t  we d i d  
no t  mark them. 

Q. Who marked them? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  

Q. They were marked when you go t  t h e r e ?  

A. Right. 

Q They were marked on t h e  west s i d e ,  on your s i d e ,  
r i g h t ?  

A. Right ,  s i r .  

Q - The a rea  you pointed t o  was back from t h e  br idge .  
Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Well, they wasn ' t - - i t  was--it was r i g h t  c l o s e  t o  
t h e  br idge .  I wouldn ' t  say it was r i g h t  a longs ide  of t h e  
br idge .  It w a ~ n ' tvery f a r  from .the b r idge .  

.. 

Q - Were they on t h e  road o r  o f f  t h e  road? 

A. Right on t h e  s i d e  of t h e  road, t h e  t r a i l .  

They were r i g h t  on t h i s  s i d e ?  

Right ,  s i r .  

Where somebody had walked over them? 

Right ,  s i r .  

Were they ant ipersonnel  mines o r  booby t r a p s ?  

I d o n ' t  know which they were, s i r .  I j u s t  blew them. 

I see .  How many were the re?  

A s  w e l l  a s  I can remember, s i r ,  it was t h r e e .  
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Q Three? 

A. Right ,  s i r .  

Q. How f a r  a p a r t  were they spaced? 

A. I B dsay 25 t o  50 meters.  

Q- Twenty-five t o  f i f t y  meters? A l l  on one s i d e  o r  
on e i t h e r  s i d e ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  remember. 

Q And these  were marked. How were they marked when 
you go t  t h e r e ?  

A. T o i l e t  t i s s u e .  

Q. You d o n ' t  know who marked them? 

NO, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .A .  
.-

Q - But somebody knew they were t h e r e  because they marked 
them? 

A. Right,  s ir ,  they--if  I r e c a l l  r i g h t ,  they had a mine 
d e t e c t o r  t o  pick them up wi th .  

Q. ' I ' m  n o t  s u r e  about t h a t .  I don' t know how many
mine d e t e c t o r s  t h e  company had, b u t  I th ink  t h e  mine d e t e c t o r  
was on the, o t h e r  s i d e  of the  r i v e r  and it had been a l l  n igh t .  
They could have been marked t h e  day before?  

A.  I t ' s  possibLe, sir. I d o n ' t  know when they were 
marked. The only t h i n g  I know, I was t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  were 
mines up t h e r e  and t o  blow them, and they were marked w i t h  
whi te  t i s s u e  paper.  Tha t ' s  a l l  I was t o l d .  

Q You were t o l d  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s .  When I g o t  t h e r e ,  I saw them, saw the  whi te  
t i s s u e  paper.  I asked was t h a t  them. Somebody, I f o r g e t  who 
it was, it seems, you know, they would always leave  a man t o  
show you i n  case  you d o n ' t  f i n d  them--I s e t  the  charges,  me 
and my a s s i s t a n t  s e t  t h e  charges,  l e t  everybody g e t  through, 
lit t h e  charges,  and got  ou t  of t h e  way. A s  w e l l  a s  I r e c a l l ,  
though, t h e r e  wasn ' t  bu t  one of them a mine, b u t  it had t h r e e  
markings. I s e t  up t h r e e  c h a r g e s ,  as  w e l l  as  I r e c a l l .  Two 
of them was something e l s e ,  which I d i d n ' t  t a k e  time t o  f i n d  o u t .  
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Q =  Did they de tonate?  

A. One of them d i d .  

Q- J u s t  one, t h e  o t h e r  two didn ' t ?  

A. Right ,  s ir .  

Q Was any probing c a r r i e d  on, o r  was it j u s t  des t roying
them? 

A. Right ,  s ir .  I c o u l d n ' t  s ee  probing. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  You waited u n t i l  a l l  t h e  company g o t
by? 

A.  Well, they s a i d  t h a t  was a l l  of them. 

Q They moved over  where? Were they c l e a r  of t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  b r idge  when you detonated t h e  mines? 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  they would have been probably c lose ,  I 
would say. Because as  w e l l  a s  I remember, my h e l p e r  went 
across .  He was ahead of m e ,  and I went across  behind h i m .  

Q You were t h e  l a s t  one over? 

A. Right,  s ir .  

Q 
g o t
t h a  

What was on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  br idge  when you 
over t h e r e ?  Was TAYLOR evacuated by t h a t  time? The man 

t had h i s  f o o t  blown o f f ,  he wasn ' t  t h e r e ,  was he? 

A. I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e ,  s i r ,  b u t  I do r e c a l l  hea r ing  
about it. 

Q - Y e s .  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  s u r e  because he was gone. 

Q Were any mines on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ?  

A. Not t h a t  I seen except  f o r  t h e  one t h a t  was blown 
up, s ir .  

Q The one t h a t  was blown? 
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A. Well, it was detonate<?. 

Q- And no more? 

A .  Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  


Q- No more marked wi th  tape?  


A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q. Okay. Then what happened? 

A. We got--well,  we g o t  water ,  I th ink .  Af te r  we g o t  
ac ross ,  we g o t  water.  

Q. How much demolit ion d i d  you use on those  mines 
back t h e r e ?  

A. Well, s i r ,  usual ly  I ' d  use about a h a l f  a pound t o  
a mine t o  be s u r e  we blew them. 

Q. Well, t h a t  ' s  t h r e e  mines. Tha t ' s  t h r e e  th ings .  

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q- So you ' r e  t a l k i n g  about t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you could 
have used up t o  3 pounds? 

A. Right,  s i r .  

Q. Somebody t o l d  me t h a t  sorce demoli t ion came i n  when 
t h a t  water  came i n .  Would you know? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, . s i r ,  poss ib ly .  We got--about 
every t ime w e  needed it, we got  it. 

Q. You d o n ' t  know i f  any came i n  f o r  t h a t  platoon? 

A. NO, s ir ,  I don ' t .  

Q. Was t h e r e  much use of demoli t ions the  f i r s t  day 
on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r ?  Do you know? 
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A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I can remember. 

Q- You d i d n ' t  h e a r  any? You d i d n ' t  h e a r  any explos ions?  

A. ' I t  seems l i k e  t h a t  a long  around--there was some 
vacant  bunkers ,  I c a n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e ,  t hen  we p u l l e d  i n t o  t h i s  
o t h e r  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e .  W e  s t a y e d  h e r e  du r ing  lunch hour .  So 
w e  s t a r t  t o  move o u t ;  t h e  t h e  CO t o l d  m e  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  bunkers .  

Q. Yes? 

A. So we p u t  a pound a p i e c e  i n  each bunker ;  g o t  t h a t  
job done. The on ly  r ea son  I remember t h i s  i s  because he 
wouldn ' t  l e a v e  me no s e c u r i t y .  

Q. You had t o  s t a y  t h e r e  by y o u r s e l f ,  t hen?  

A. T h a t ' s  what he  wanted me t o  do. And I d i d n ' t  l i k e  
t h a t ,  n o t  i n  a p l a c e  l i k e  t h i s .  I mean.... 

Q Did you d e s t r o y  t h e  bunkers?  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  I threw a pound of TNT i n t o  each one of  
them. I t  d i d n '  t r e a l l y  d e s t r o y  them. I t  j u s t  caved them i n .  

Q- A pound o f  TNT caved them i n ?  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  t hey  weren'  t t h a t  good of  a bunker.  

Q. Okay. 

A. They w e r e n ' t  t h a t  good of  a bunker ,  j u s t  a l i t t l e  
p l a c e  t o  g e t  i n  more o r  less w i t h  l i t t l e  s t o n e s  p l aced  on t o p  
of them. 

Q- They w e r e n ' t  much p r o t e c t i o n ,  t h e n ,  w e r e  they?  

A. No, s i r ,  they  w e r e n ' t .  

One pound? 

Right ,  s i r ,  t h a t ' s  a l l  i t  t a k e s .  

APP T-354 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q .  Was t h i s  what you used a l l  t h e  way down t h a t  
pen insu la ,  a pound of  TNT p e r  bunker? 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  I never d i d  see noth ing ,  no b i g  bunkers 
r e a l l y .  

Q. What was t h e  t o p  l a y e r  on t h e s e  bunkers?  How t h i c k  
was i t ?  

A .  W e l l ,  s i r ,  it was j u s t  more o r  l e s s  a h o l e  dug i n  
t h e  ground wi th  something over  t h e  t o p  of i t ?  

Q - Was t h e r e  any d i r t  up t h e r e  on top?  

A. Not t h a t  much. 

Q - Did it have any s t r i n g e r s  ac ross  t h e r e  t o  hold  any 
weight?  .. . 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  go down i n t o  t h e  bunkers ,  a s  
w e l l  a s  I can remember. What I was doing,  I was s e t t i n g  up 
the charge.  This  h e l p e r  of mine was t h e  one t h a t  pu t  them . 

i n  t h e  ho le .  I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  g e t  f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h e  bunkers.  

Q Now, you go t  i n t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e  t h a t  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  
about ,  where you had t o  blow those  two bunkers.  This i s  t h e  
one t h a t  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about ,  you know, t h e  f i r s t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q The company commander t o l d  you t o  blow those  two 
bunkers ? 

A. Right .  

Q. Well, d i d  you s e e  any--did you s e e  t h i s  v i l l a g e
w e l l  enough t o  know whether t h e r e  had been some r e c e n t  demoli-
t i o n  of o t h e r  bunkers i n  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  I d idn '  t sea rch  through t h e  
v i l l a g e  much myself .  

Q .  You d i d n ' t  look around much? 

No, s ir .  
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Q* Did you s e e  any bodies  over  t h e r e ?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  go down i n  any of t h e s e  bunkers? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q- But t h e r e  were two bunkers i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  and 
only t w o  bunkers t h a t  you blew? 

A. Well, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  how many t h e r e  were. I 
only r e c a l l  blowing two of them. 

Q Yes. 

A.  I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  s u r e .  It might have been more. 

Q- Did you s e e  any more bes ides  t h e s e  two t h a t  were 
s t i l l  i n  cond i t ion  t o  be used? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s ir .  I t  seems l i k e  I d i d ,  it seems 
l i k e  I might have blown more. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  f o r  s u r e .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Did t h e  company commander t e l l  you,
when he t o l d  you t o  blow t h e s e  two bunkers, d i d  he t e l l  you 
t o  be prepared t o  do anything e l s e  a s  f a r  a s  d e s t r u c t i o n  of 
tunnels  and bunkers go? 

A. Well, s ir ,  I knew t h a t  I had t o  s t a y  prepared t o  
do t h i s .  I mean every t ime I woula g e t  t o  running s h o r t  on 
demo, I would g e t  him t o  c a l l  back f o r  more. 

Q. Did he g e t  you some more? 

A.  Right ,  s i r .  

Q. How many t imes? 

A I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  But they were r e a l  good 
about it. 
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Q. What were you us ing ,  TNT o r  C 4 ,  composit ion C?  

A. Well ,  I was roba ably us ing  bo th  of them, s i r .  
Usually I d i d .  

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  When you s e t  your pound charge t o  go 
i n t o  t h e  bunker ,  were you us ing  TNT o r  C4? 

A. I t h i n k  it was TNT. 

Q You were j u s t  s l a p p i n g  a b l a s t i n g  cap i n  t h e r e  
wi th  a f u s e  on it, and t h a t  was what you were doing? 

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q- J u s t  a pound? 

A. H e  would l i g h t  them and go and t o s s  them i n .-
Q- He'd l i g h t  them and go t o s s  them i n ?  Did you t a l k  
t o  any of t h e  people  t h a t  were over  t h e r e  i n  t h a t  p l a toon ,  
t h a t  s t a y e d  ove r  t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  I was t a l k i n g  t o  them, b u t  I d o n ' t  
remember who they  were. 

Q - What d i d  they  say? Did they  say t h e y ' d  used much 
exp los ives  ove r  t h e r e  t h e  day be fo re?  

A. They d i d n ' t  s a y ,  s ir .  

Q - They d i d n ' t .  Bow about f i r i n g ,  d i d  they  have a 
f i r e  f i g h t  ove r  t h e r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  s ir ,  I r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  q u i t e  a b i t  of f i r i n g  
now. 

Q Y e s .  This  i s  t h e  day b e f o r e  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about?  
O r  maybe it was t h e  day you went over?  

A .  I can  r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  q u i t e  a b i t  of f i r i n g  now, 
sir.  

Q. Did you see any gunships t h a t  morning you went 
ove r  t h e r e ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  was. 

Q. Were they f i r i n g  i n  t h e  same v i l l a g e  where you 
blew t h e s e  bunkers? 

A. I couldnvt say f o r  s u r e ,  s ir .  They were around 
t h i s  a r e a  he re .  

Q Did you s e e  them making a gunrun? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

a - And you d i d n ' t  s e e  any bodies  over  t h e r e ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. Did you s e e  any f r e s h  graves? 

A. Not t h a t  f can r e c a l l .  

Q - Were t h e r e  any tunne l s  over  t h e r e ,  o r  were a l l  
t h e s e  bunkers? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  any tunne l s ,  s i r .  A t  t he  
t ime, we were moving because of t h e  f i r i n g  s i t u a t i o n .  The 
only time we was stopped was when I blew t h e s e  mines and a t e  
lunch. Then we walked on down to--on down t o  a--if I r e c a l l  
r i g h t ,  we went through a graveyard t h e r e .  

I t  could have been? 

A. We s e t  i n  t h e r e  overnight  i n  t h a t  graveyard.  We 
went a l l  t h e  way down t o  t h e  water  and turned  around and 
s t a r t e d  back, and t h a t  n i g h t  we s e t  up i n  t h e  graveyard.  

a* What do you normally use t o  des t roy  a bunker? 

A. Well, s i r ,  i t ' s  a l l  depending on t h e  bunker. 

Q I t  a l s o  depends on whether you go i n  it o r  n o t ,  
d o e s n ' t  i t ?  

A .  Right ,  s ir .  
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Q- Haven ' t  you g o t  t o  s i z e  it up from t h e  i n s i d e  i f  
you are going t o  blow i t ?  

A .  Well,  s i r ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  b e s t ,  s ir .  

Q. What o t h e r  method do you use?  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  sometimes you j u s t  p u t  enough i n  t h e r e ,  
you j u s t  p u t  enough i n  t h e r e .  You know it w i l l  do it. 

Q= I n  o t h e r  words, overcharge i t ?  

Right ,  s ir .  

Well,  w h a t ' s  an  overcharge f o r  a bunker?  

A. Well ,  s i r ,  I ' d  s ay  t h a t  10. pounds w i l l  be  an over-
charge f o r  an average bunker.  

Q =  Ten pounds what? 

A. An average bunker ,  1 0  pounds w i l l  be an overcharge 
i f  you se t  it up r i g h t .  

Q Thrown down i n  t h e  bunker? 

A. No, s ir .  Maybe pushed i n t o  a co rne r .  

Q. You. . must go i n t o  t h e  bunker ,  though,  t o  do i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  you would have t o  g e t  down i n  t h e  bunker ,  
y e s ,  sir. 

Q- How about  cav ing  i n  t h e  e n t r a n c e ?  T h a t ' s  a temp-
o r a r y  t h i n g ,  b u t  what does it t a k e  f o r  t h a t ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  s a y ,  s ir .  A bunker l i k e  this  
one,  it wou ldn ' t  t a k e  very  much. The bunkers  t hey  had o u t  
t h e r e ,  t hey  w e r e  j u s t  more o r  l e s s  l i t t l e  d i r t  hootches ,  a  
h o l e  i n  t h e  ground w i t h  a l i t t l e  h o l e  dug under them. I 
mean, you g o t  q u i t e  a shock from t h i s  TNT. 

Q. I t ' s  almost  tamped if you g o t  t h e  charge  i n  t h e r e ?  
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A. I f  i t ' s  i n  t h e r e  r i g h t ,  i t ' s  g o t  t o  be  tamped, s i r .  
I f  i t ' s  r i g h t ,  t h a t ' s  when you g e t  t h e  most o u t  of your  charge .  

Q . I was t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k .  I t  seems t o  me l i k e  t h e r e  
is  a r u l e  of thumb. 

A. The on ly  r u l e  I remember, s i r ,  i s  d o n ' t  go back. 

Q e  I t ' s  a r u l e  of  thumb f o r  t u n n e l s ,  though,  based on 
t h e  depth;  1 pound TNT t o  every  1 l i n e a r  f o o t  a t  1 0  f o o t  dep th .  
Did you e v e r  h e a r  a r u l e  o f  thumb l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q For  each l i n e a r  f o o t  t h a t  you 've  g o t  i n  l e n g t h  of 
t u n n e l  a t  a 10- foo t  dep th ,  t a k e  1 pound of TNT, and I ' m  s u r e  
t h a t ' s  overcharged.  You never  hea rd  t h a t  r u l e  o f  thumb? 

A. NO,  s i r ,  I h a v e n ' t .  

Q - T h a t ' s  what t hey  t each  a t  t h e  Engineer  s choo l ,  I 
t h i n k .  

A. I went t o  a r e g u l a r  demo school .  

Q How d i d  you normally blow t h e s e  t h i n g s  up? Did 
you go i n  t h e r e  and p u t  t h e  charge  on t h e  s i d e ,  o r  d i d  you 
t r y  t o  b read  a s t r i n g e r ,  o r  what d i d  you do? 

, 
A. Well, normal ly ,  s i r ,  it wasn ' t - - I  d i d n ' t  blow t h a t  
many bunkers ,  blow them up. The few t u n n e l s  I blew, hootches  
sometimes.. . .  

Q How d i d  you blow t h e  t u n n e l s ?  Did you drop  t h e  
r o o f s ?  

A. I ' d  go i n s i d e .  

Q Drop t h e  r o o f ?  

A .  Right ,  s i r ,  c u t  i t  o f f .  

Q You c u t  t h e  suppor t s  o r  beams a c r o s s  t h e r e ,  i s  
t h a t  t h e  way you d i d  i t ?  
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A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  sometimes you wouldn ' t  even have any-
beams, on ly  r i g h t  i n  t h e  f r o n t  e n t r a n c e ,  b u t  u s u a l l y  you'd 
go back a l i t t l e  ways. 

Q. Yes? 

A. If you j u s t  d rop  it r i g h t  i n  t h e  f r o n t ,  they could  
open it t o o  easy .  I f  you go back a l i t t l e  ways, t hen  u s u a l l y  
you could  j a m  it up. 

Q. You p u t  it t h e r e  on t h e  f l o o r ,  on t h e  deck? 

A. W e l l ,  you could .  I f  you 've  g o t  one s o  h a r d ,  it 
would be  b e s t  if you d i g  up i n  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  t u n n e l  s o  you 
g e t  a l i t t l e  tamp i n  t h e r e .  Then you g e t  a l o t  b e t t e r . . . .  

Q - Then you would c o l l a p s e  it', r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- How much charge a r e  you t a l k i n g  about?  

A. W e l l ,  a ga in ,  s i r ,  t h i s  would depend on t h e  s i z e  of  
your  t u n n e l .  

Q How much a r e  you t a l k i n g  about  f o r  a 100-foot  t u n n e l ?  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  say .  

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  ~ e tm e  asK you t h i s .  How many t u n n e l s  
d i d  you r u n  i n t o  t h a t  day, t h e  1 7 t h  of  March? 

A. Not--the on ly  t h i n g  I can remember, s i r ,  is  blowing 
one t u n n e l ,  b u t  t h a t  was l a t e r ,  I do  b e l i e v e .  I ' m  n o t  even 
s u r e  t h i s  was on t h e  same miss ion .  Rea l ly ,  I d i d  very l i t t l e  
demo work. 

Q- On t h a t  day? 

A. Even on t h i s  miss ion ,  very l i t t l e .  

Q- Who was doing i t ?  I unders tand they  w e r e  blowing 
bunkers  a l l  t h e  way down t h a t  c o a s t ?  
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A. I t  must have been t h e  o t h e r  company. 

Q.  No, it was t h a t  company. 

A. Wasn' t  blowing t h a t  many, s i r ,  because I would have 
t o  have been t h e  one t h a t  was do ing  it. 

Q - No. They had a p o i n t  group up t h e r e  i n  t h e  1st 
Pla toon  t h a t  d i d  a l o t  of  demol i t i on  work. 

A. Maybe s o ,  sir. 

Q Le t  me ask  you. When you went up t o  blow a bunker ,  
l i k e  t h o s e  two t h a t  you blew back t h e r e ,  you threw t h e  1 pound 
of  exp los ives  down i n  t h e r e ?  Were any procedures  t aken  t o  s e e  
i f  any th ing  was i n  t h a t  bunker b e f o r e  you d i d  t h a t ?  

A. Well,  s i r ,  I w a s n ' t  t h e  one t h a t  w a s  throwing t h e  
charge i n  t h e r e .  I w a s  making t h e  charge  and g i v i n g  them t o  
my h e l p e r .  

Q. He was throwing them i n  t h e r e ?  Was he us ing  any
procedure  t o  see i f  the- -he ' s  your  h e l p e r ,  y o u ' r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  him. Was he  us ing  any procedure  t o  s e e  i f  t h e r e  was any-
t h i n g  i n  t h a t  bunker? 

A. I--I t h i n k  f o r  s u r e  he  was, s ir .  

Q e  Well, w h a t ' s  t h e  normal procedure  t o  use?  

A ,  Usual ly  you look ,  I mean you go up. The bunker is  
dug i n ,  and more o r  l e s s  i s  j u s t  a h o l e  w i th  a l i t t l e  o u t l e t  
f o r  coming o u t  of it, maybe a l i t t l e  d i r t  on it o r  something 
o f  t h a t  n a t u r e .  I t  r e a l l y  w a s n ' t  t h e  bunkers you u s u a l l y  s e e .  
You could  s e e  i n  them. 

Q From t h e  o u t s i d e ,  you could s e e  i n  them? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q *  A t  any t i m e  when you were doing demol i t i on  miss ions ,  
was it your  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  s e e  t h a t  they  were c l e a r ,  o r  was 
t h a t  t h e  I n f a n t r y ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ?  
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A. The I n f a n t r y ' s ,  s ir .  They would go i n  f i r s t  and 
check them. Then t h e y  would come back and g e t  me. 

Q The company commander t o l d  you t o  blow t h e  bunkers ,  
s o  you assumed i t ' s  c l e a r ?  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  I mean, most t i m e s  I make s u r e  i t ' s  
clear. Most t i m e s  I t a l k  t o  t h e  infantryman.  I want t o  t a l k  
t o  t h e  guy t h a t  has  been i n  t h e r e  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  I w a s n ' t  
going i n  t h e r e  and g e t  a l l  booby t r apped  myself .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  p l a n  t o  go i n  t h e s e  two, d i d  you? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q- You moved on s o u t h ,  moved down t h e  c o a s t .  What 
happened h e r e ?  You can look a t  P-185.. You came ac ros s  t h e  
b r i d g e ,  and t h i s  v i l l a g e  w a s  r i g h t  h e r e .  You moved a l l  t h e  
way down t h e  c o a s t  h e r e .  You moved on t h e  i n s i d e ,  and one 
p l a toon  w a s  o u t  on t h e  beach.  You moved a l l  t h e  way down t o  
t h e  end h e r e ,  a l l  t h e  way. Down t h e r e  a t  t h e  end you t u r n e d  
around and moved back up, and t h a t ' s  where you s t a y e d  i n  t h a t  
graveyard t h a t  n i g h t .  

A.  Tha t  r e l a t e s  t o  t h i s ?  

g o  That  a l l  relates t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  The re ' s  one 
p i c t u r e  of t h e  beach t h a t  you were moving down on. This  i s  
P-211. T h e r e ' s  t h e  end,  t h a t ' s  down a t  t h e  end,  P-212. Do 
you r ecogn ize  t h a t ,  a l l  t h e  way down? 

A. I t  seems f a m i l i a r ,  s ir .  

Q- Remember, you looked o u t  a c r o s s  a l l  t h i s  wate r .  
T h a t ' s  where t h e  r i v e r  comes i n t o  t h e  sea. 

A. I remember.... 

Q. Water, surrounded by w a t e r ,  a b i g  v i l l a g e  a c r o s s  
t h e r e ?  

A .  Right ,  s i r .  
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Was t h i s  v i l l a g e  burned, do you know? 

I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  s ir .  

Q How about going down? Were a l l  those  v i l l a g e s
burned on t h e  way down? 

A. If I can remember r i g h t ,  some of the  hootches were 
burning. 

Q - A s  you passed? 

A. Right.  They s e t  them on f i r e  o r  something, b u t  
they were burning i f  I remember c o r r e c t l y .  

Q. Were they burning a l l  t h e  way down, and how about 
coming back up? 

A. Well, s i r ,  they were s t i l l  smoking when I was coming 
back up. 

Q- Do you know i f  t h i s  was burning? 

A. I d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e ,  s ir .  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  You went back up t h e r e ,  and one t ime 
t h a t  day, about 1320, they repor ted  two VC engaged and one VC 
k i l l e d .  Tha t ' s  over  on t h e  beach. Did you know anything 
about t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q I t  was supposed t o  have been a t  1000 t h a t  morning,
mines and booby t r a p s  destroyed.  Did you des t roy  those? I t  
was repor ted .  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  s u r e ,  s i r ,  bu t  it might have 
been t h a t  time of morning. The only mines and booby t r a p s  
I destroyed,  though, was t h e  ones r i g h t  he re .  They were t h e  
only ones I.. .. 
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On t h a t  b r i d g e ?  

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  They were t h e  on ly  ones I saw. 

Q *  Do you e v e r  remember destroying any o t h e r s ?  

A. No, sir, I d o n ' t .  

Q. Do you remember h e a r i n g  any exp los ions  going down 
t h e r e ?  Did you h e a r  anybody up i n  f r o n t  o f  you blowing up 
any t h i n g ?  

A. I t  seems l i k e  I d i d .  I c a n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e .  

Q- But you d i d  g e t  a r e supp ly  o f  e x p l o s i v e s ,  s o  you 
must have been us ing  them f o r  something? 

, -

Right ,  s ir .  

Q- Did t h e  company commander t e l l  you t o  blow up t h e  
bunkers go ing  down t h e r e ?  

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q- How many d i d  you h i t  i n  each town, an average? 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  i n  t h i s  one v i l l a g e  i s  the only  bunkers 
t h a t  I b l e w  t h a t  I can  r e c a l l .  I might be-- 

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Our i n fo rma t ion  i s  t h a t  bunkers 
w e r e  blown up a l l  t h e  way down t h e  beach ,  a l l  t h e  way down 
t o  t h e  end. 

A. Not by me they  w e r e n ' t ,  s i r ,  


Q- When's t h e  l a s t  t i m e  you s a w  IiARTMAN? 


A. H e  w a s  w i t h  me. 

Q. When was t h e  l a s t  t ime you saw him? 

A. You mean t h e  l a s t  t ime? 
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Q Y e s .  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  he  g o t  sh ipped  back h e r e ,  o u t  of ou r  
company. 

Q *  You h a v e n ' t  s een  him s i n c e  you l e f t  Vietnam? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q Well, your  s t o r i e s  a r e  s t r a i g h t .  He s a i d  t h e  same 
t h i n g .  

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e ' s  no r ea son  f o r  m e  t o  l i e .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember blowing t h o s e  booby t r a p s  on 
t h e  s i d e  t h e r e ,  about  halfway down t h e  c o a s t ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q Okay. So you came back up and you went i n t o - - l e t  
me ask you one q u e s t i o n .  Down a t  t h e  end,  down t h e r e  where 
a l l  t h a t  p r e t t y  w a t e r  was,  and t h a t  v i l l a g e  where you could  
see r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  ocean t h e r e ,  look r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  sea, d i d  
you see a h e l i c o p t e r  come t h e r e ,  down h e r e  i n  t h e  a r e a  on 
P-212? 

.. 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  s a y  f o r  s u r e ,  sir.  

Q Okay. You t u r n e d  around and came back and went 
i n t o  a l a a g e r  t h a t  n i g h t .  Did anyth ing  happen up t h e r e  t h a t  
you can  r e c a l l ?  

A. Up w h e r e ,  s ir .  

Q 8 I n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a .  

A.  No, s i r .  

Q - Did you s e e  any Vietnamese t h a t  day? I n  any of 
t h o s e  v i l l a g e s ,  were t hey  d e s e r t e d  or--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I don' t r e a l l y  r e c a l l ,  s ir .  

9 You d o n ' t  remember. Do you remember anybody us ing  
any of  t h e  Vietnamese f o r  p o i n t ,  p u t t i n g  them o u t  i n  f r o n t ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Were they--how many were used? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  s u r e ,  s ir ,  i j u s t  vaguely r e c a i i  
t h i s .  

Q. But you do  r e c a l l  i t ?  

A. J u s t  vaguely ,  s o r t  of  i n  t h e  background of my 
memory. 

Q. Did you see any ARVN w i t h  you t h a t  day,  ARVN 
s o l d i e r s ;  f i v e ,  s i x ,  seven ,  e i g h t ,  o r  n ine?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say .  Again, it seems l i k e  t h e r e  was, 
b u t  I c a n ' t  s ay  f o r  s u r e .  For  I do know once we l e f t  t h e  
beach h e r e ,  I t h i n k  where w e  s t a y e d  t h e  l a s t  n i g h t ,  I do know 
w e  had ARVN's .  I r e c a l l  r i g h t  a f t e r  chow they  took what chow 
was l e f t ,  and w e  were s i t t i n g  t h e r e  l augh ing  a t  them. An o f -
f icer  walked up t h e  beach,  and they  brought  a woman i n  t h a t  
had been h i t  by a r t i l l e r y .  

Q. Y e s .  You're ahead of me one day. Hold o f f .  Did 
you e v e r  see t h i s  person i n  t h i s  photograph P-210? 

(Hands photo t o  w i t n e s s ;  w i t n e s s  examines photo. )  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q The people  t h a t  were b e i n g  used t h e  p o i n t ,  w e r e  
t hey  male o r  female? 

A. A s  w e l l  a s  I remember, s i r ,  they  were male. I 
c o u l d n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e ,  because it h a s  been about  2 y e a r s .  

Q- Y e s .  

A. A s  w e l l  a s  I remember. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  The n e x t  day you moved back up no r th  
and went up. Going back t o  P-185, you l a a g e r e d  down h e r e ,  
and you went back by t h e  b r i d g e .  I t  was a p l a toon  t h a t  s t a y e d  
up t h e r e  a t  t h a t  b r i d g e  t h a t  n i g h t ,  t h e  3d P la toon  s t a y e d  up 
t h e r e .  You p icked  them up and moved on t o  t h e  c o a s t .  You went 
i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  where you rounded up a whole l o t  of c i v i l i a n s .  
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A.  Yes, s i r .  I remember t h a t ,  

Q Right t h e r e  on MAP-4. 

A .  Yes, s i r .  We s t ayed  t h e r e  f o r  q u i t e  a while .  

a - Yes. What d i d  you do t h e r e ?  Did you s t a y  with 
t h e  CP, o r  d i d  you go along w i t h  t h e  platoon? 

A .  I s t ayed  r i g h t  i n  t h e  area.  

Q You s tayed  with t h e  CP? 

A. I s t ayed  i n  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  CP. 

Q Did you s e e  t h e  medics come i n ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q The medics came i n  f o r  a MEDCAP? 

A. Doctored t h e  ch i ld ren .  

Q They doctored t h e  ch i ld ren?  

A .  Right,  s i r .  

Q Did you see  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  and i n t e r r o g a t o r s  
come i n ?  

A.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s ir .  

Q But you s a i d  you saw ARVN up t h e r e  o r  National 
Po l i ce ,  one o r  t h e  o t h e r ?  

A. I know I saw them on up t h e  beach. 

Q Tha t ' s  what I mean, up t h e r e  i n  t h a t  a rea?  

A .  Right,  s i r .  

Q Did you s e e  them i n t e r r o g a t i n g  anybody? 
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A. 	 I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  su re ,  s i r .  

Q. 	 You s tayed t h e r e  a l l  t h a t  day. A l l  those people 
came down and went through t h e  medical processing,  and I guess 
t h e  M I  people were p icking  them out  and ques t ioning  them a l o t ?  

A. I cou ldn ' t  say,  s i r .  


Q- That evening you had a mortar a t t a c k ,  about 1 

o 'c lock  i n  t h e  morning. One man was k i l l e d  and four  wounded 
and dusted o f f .  You had a "Spooky" a l l  n i g h t  f l y i n g  overhead? 

A. Yes, s i r .  I w e l l  remember these  choppers coming 
t h a t  n i g h t ,  a s  I remember, a mortar h i t  one of t h e  machine- 
gunners. 

Q -	 Yes, MILUS. ... 

A. I d o n ' t  know who he was, b u t  I remember t h a t  was 
one of t h e  t imes I was t h e  most scared  i n  my l i f e .  

Q* 	 You were scared  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. You a i n ' t  s a i d  nothing. I was scared  t h a t  n i g h t .  
I was scared .  

Q-	 Did you have a foxhole? 

A. Yes, sir.  


Q- What were you a f r a i d  o f?  


A. 	 Well, what sca red  me most was t h e  gunships. 

They were c l o s e  i n ,  were they? 

They were r e a l  c l o s e .  

Did they f i r e  t h e  miniguns t h a t  n igh t?  

A. Right,  s i r ,  and rocke t s .  When they would come 
over ,  it looked l i k e  they were going t o  drop them r i g h t  on 
t o p  of me. I t ' s  a bad f e e l i n g .  
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Q. This  man i n  P-215, d i d  you eve r  see him? 

(Hands photo t o  wi tness ;  wi tness  examines photo.)  

A .  H e  looks familiar, he  looks l i k e  t h e  one t h a t  w e  
had--they had,  i n  o t h e r  words. H i s  wi fe  came down t h e  beach 
c ry ing .  I guess i t  was h i s  wi fe .  

Q. About what? 

A. W e l l ,  w e  had him. They were l i v i n g  toge the r .  

Q. Did you s e e  him g e t  b e a t  up? 

A. No, sir. 

Q How about t h e  nex t  day? 

A.  NO, sir.  

Q You d i d n ' t  s e e  anybody b e a t  up any p r i s o n e r s  t h e  
n e x t  day, a f t e r  t h a t  mortar  a t t a c k ?  

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  s ir .  

Q This  woman t h a t  was brought i n ,  she  was brought
i n  on t h e  1 8 t h  of March wi th  h e r  l e g  a l l  c u t  open. Is t h a t  
t h e  one you were t a l k i n g  about? 

A. Right.  

Q = When was t h a t ,  l a t e  i n  t h e  day? 

A. J u s t  r i g h t  a f t e r - -

Q ( In t e rpos ing)  Was t h a t  from an a r t i l l e r y  round? 

A. T h a t ' s  what they s a i d  it was from. 

Q. I guess t h e  Vietnamese were p r e t t y  mad about t h a t ? .  

A. They w e r e .  They were p r e t t y  e x c i t e d .  
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Q Was t h i s  a f t e r  the  medics had l e f t ?  

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q I t  was about dark,  wasn ' t  it, o r  was i t ?  

A .  We had moved on up t h e  beach a l i t t l e  ways. 

Q Yes. 

A. S e t  up f o r  t h e  n i g h t ,  and it was--as a mat ter  of 
f a c t ,  they brought h e r  i n  r i g h t  a f t e r  chow. It made it p r e t t y  
rough t r y i n g  t o  hold  chow down. 

Q She was c u t  up, i n  p r e t t y  bad shape,  wasn ' t  she? 

A. She was. I know I walked-over  and took a look a t  
it. 

Q *  H e r  whole l e g  was open? 

A. Right.  

Q- They evacuated h e r ,  d i d n ' t  they? 

A .  Right ,  sir.  

Q You d o n ' t  remember see ing  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going
on? 

A. N o ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember see ing  any, nothing b u t  
t h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r  t a l k i n g  t o  t h i s  o l d  man a t  f i r s t .  Then he 
turned  around and walked o f f .  

Q Do you have any knowledge of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  
any inqui ry  be ing  made i n t o  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A.  I heard something about t h e r e  was going t o  be an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  s i r ,  

Q What was t h e  reason f o r  i t ?  

A. So many people g o t  k i l l e d ,  I heard.  
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Q So many people g o t  k i l l e d ?  

A. Right ,  s i r .  

Q Did they  t e l l  you who g o t  k i l l e d ?  

A .  They d i d n ' t  s a y ,  s ir .  To me, it was j u s t  a rumor ' 

t h a t  was going around. 

Q Where was t h a t  rumor going around; Upt ight  o r  f i r e  
base  D o t t i e ,  o r  where d i d  you f i r s t  h e a r  i t ?  

A .  I c o u l d n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e ,  s ir .  

8 You d i d  h e a r  t h a t  t h e r e  was going t o  be an i n v e s t i -
ga t ion?  

A. I heard  a rumor about it, r i g h t ,  s i r .  

Q Did you eve r  h e a r  of anybody t h a t  was ques t ioned
about t h i s ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q Do you know from whom you heard  t h i s ?  

A. No, s ir .  I c o u l d n ' t  s a y ,  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  an o r d e r  come down from anybody 
o r  be ing  passed on by t h e  company commander t e l l i n g  the  p la -
toons t o  s t o p  t h e  burning? 

A. Right ,  s ir .  

Q When was t h a t ?  Do you remember when t h a t  was? 

A. I t h i n k  it was t h e  same day. I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  
s u r e .  I t h i n k  it was t h e  same day t h a t  I blew t h e s e  two bun-
k e r s .  

Q That would have been t h e  morning of t h e  second day? 
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A .  I guess so.  

Q That was t h e  17th .  The platoons were burning,
going a l l  t h e  way down t h e  beach t h a t  a f te rnoon.  

A. Well, s i r ,  it seems t h a t  I heard t h e  o rde r  some-
time t h a t  day. I c o u l d n ' t  say exac t ly  what time of day it 
w a s ,  b u t  it seems I heard t h a t  order .  

Q You th ink  you heard it t h e  second day? 

A. I th ink  SO,  s ir .  I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e .  

& The time when t h e  burning stopped, we ' re  reasonably 
s u r e  it was a f t e r  you s t a r t e d  moving o f f  toward t h a t  b i g  a r e a  
up t h e r e  where MEDCAP was on t h e  morning of t h e  t h i r d  day? 

,-

A. I t  might have been, s i r .  I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  s u r e ,  
b u t  I do--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  I t  could have come l a t e  t h e  second 
day? 

A .  I th ink  it did .  

Q How d i d  you hear  t h i s ,  do you know? 

A.  J u s t  people t a l k i n g ,  you know, about s t o p  burning 
o r  something l i k e  t h i s .  

Q T h a t ' s  a l l  t h a t  was s a i d ?  

A. T h a t ' s  a11 t h a t  I heard.  

Q You c a n ' t  p l ace  where you heard t h i s ?  

A. No, sir .  I c a n ' t ,  n o t  f o r  su re .  

Q- The time, t h a t ' s  what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i x .  

A. I t  seems l ike- - I  c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e ,  b u t  it seems 
l i k e  it was t h e  second day. 
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Q Okay. Of course ,  t h e r e  was burn ing ,  t h e r e  i s  no 
doubt about t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  was burning a l l  t h e  way down 
t h e  c o a s t  t h e r e .  

A. I could be wrong, it seems l i k e  it was--

Q . ( In t e rpos ing)  But t h a t  was only halfway through 
t h e  second day. It  could have been on t h e  way back? 

A. It might have been,  s i r .  

Q But you say  you t h i n k  it was t h e  second day? 

A. I t h i n k ,  sir.  I c o u l d n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e .  

9. Were you o r  anyone e l s e  e v e r  ques t ioned  on t h i s  
ope ra t ion?  

A. M e  o r  anyone e l s e ?  

Q. Yes? 

A. Not t h a t  X know o f .  

Q Do you have a camera? 

A. No, s i r .  HOBBS had one. 

Q. who? 

A. HOBBS had one. 

Q- H e  had one wi th  him? 

A. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  he did, ,  sir.  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  any rumors t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had 
been k i l l e d  o u t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  by B/4/3 o r  C/1/20 dur ing  t h i s  
ope ra t ion?  

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  s i r .  
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Q - Did t h a t  rumor t h a t  you heard about an inves t iga -
t i o n  indicate t h i s ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I t  was i n d i c a t e d ,  b u t  it wasn ' t  p o s i t i v e .  

Q Were you ever  t o l d  not  t o  a i s c u s s  t h e  poss ib le  un-
necessary k i l l i n g s  with anybody? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q Do you know i f  marijuana was a problem i n  t h a t  
company? 

A. No, sir. I don ' t .  

CI Do you know i f  anybody was using it on t h i s  opera-
t i o n ?  .. 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t .  I would be forced  myself t o  
t u r n  him in .  

Q- What? 

A. I would be forced  myself t o  t u r n  a guy i n  i f  I 
caught h i m  o u t  t h e r e  with it. 

Q I  A l l  r i g h t .  Do you know of any U.S. o r  ARVN t o r t u r -
i n g  VC suspec t s  o r  PW's on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  s ir .  

Q *  W e l l ,  you would r e c a l l  something l i k e  t h a t ,  wouldn ' t  
you? 

A. I t  seems l i k e  I would, s i r .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember see ing  a  fel low o u t  t h e r e  i n  
s t a rched  f a t i g u e s  a l l  dressed  up w i t h  a EE-8 phone hung over  
h i s  shoulder?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  remember. 
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Q Do you have any f u r t h e r  tes t imony or any f u r t h e r  
t h i n g s  t h a t  might h e l p  General  PEERS i n  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I can t h i n k  o f .  

Q S p e c i a l i s t  MARTIN, you'  r e  o rde red  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  
your  t es t imony wi th  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  f o r  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  performance of  o f f i c i a l  du ty  o r  
as you may be r e q u i r e d  s o  t o  do b e f o r e  a competent j u d i c i a l  or 
l e g i s l a t i v e  body. 

A.  Righ t ,  s i r .  This  means t h a t  I d o n ' t  have t o  t e l l  
t h e  company what t h i s  i s  a l l  about ,  r i g h t ?  

Q No, it d o e s n ' t  mean t h a t .  I t  means t h a t  you can  
t e l l  your  company commander t h a t  you were c a l l e d  up h e r e  t o  
General  PEERS' i n q u i r y  and t h a t  you were o rde red  n o t  t o  d i s -
cus s  your t es t imony.  

A .  Right ,  s ir .  

Q I f  h e  wants any f u r t h e r  i n fo rma t ion ,  you can t e l l  
him t h a t  he  can ca l l  m e .  

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q. But t h a t  ' s  a l l  you can t e l l  him. You t e l l  him what 
you came up h e r e  f o r  was an o p e r a t i o n  i n  Vietnam t h a t  you par-
t i c i p a t e d  i n ,  and General  PEERS is  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  it. You w e r e  
c a l l e d  up h e r e  as a w i t n e s s .  

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q I f  h e ' s  g o t  any q u e s t i o n s  i n  h i s  mind about  your
be ing  involved  i n  it o r  anyth ing ,  you t e l l  him t o  c a l l  m e  i f  
h e ' s  wor r i ed  about  it. 

A .  Right ,  s ir .  

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1518 hour s ,  11 February 
1970. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: SAMS, Worley L. SSG 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 3  January  1 9 7 0  

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Squad Leader ,  26th 
Eng inee r s ,  a t t a c h e d  t o  C Company. 

The w i t n e s s  knew no th ing  about  t h e  16 March o p e r a t i o n  
of  Task Force  Barker  (pg.5 ) .  While h i s .men  handled  
d e m o l i t i o n .  ass ignments  for Task Force Barker ,  he  could  n o t  
r e c a l l  a s p e c i f i c  mi s s ion  i n  which he  a t t a c h e d  members 
o f  h i s  squad t o  e i t h e r  C/1/20 or B / 4 / 3  (pgs.  2-41. 
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1970.) 
(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1630 hours ,  23 January 

MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : 
ZYCHOWSKI, 

The fol lowing persons a r e  p resen t :  
and MAJ COOP. 

MR WEST, M A J  

The next  witness  i s  S t a f f  Sergeant  Worley L .  SAMS. 

(SSG SAMS was c a l l e d  as  a wi tness ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  as fol lows:)  

Would you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade,  S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y  number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  o rgan iza t ion ,  and s t a -
t i o n ?  

A, S t a f f  Sergeant  Worley L.  SAMS, , 5ta-
t i o n e d  a t  Bravo Company, 17th  Engineers ,  For t  Hood, Texas, 
United S t a t e s  Army. 

MR WEST : Sergeant  SAMS, have you read  our  Exh ib i t  M-5 7 which 
con ta ins  some i n s t r u c t i o n s  and information about t h e  na tu re  
and purpose of t h i s  inqu i ry?  

A, Y e s ,  sir .  

Q - Have you rece ived  an o r d e r  from t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge 
i n  t h e  case  of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Calley o r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
judge i n  t h e  case of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Mi tchel l?  

A .  No, sir,  I haven ' t .  

Q. These o r d e r s  concern t h e  p u b l i c  d i scuss ion  of t h e  
f a c t s  involved i n  what 's  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as  the  My 
La i  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968. The purpose of it is  t o  pre- 
v e n t  p o t e n t i a l  wi tnesses  from p u b l i c  d i scuss ion  of t h e  case 
and t o  prevent  any p re jud ice  t o  t h e  r i g h t s  of t h e  accused i n  
those  cases .  A s  you no t i ced  i n  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  Exh ib i t  
M - 5 7 ,  w e  a r e  q u i t e  anxious t h a t  t h e  testimony you g ive  here 
n o t  be d i scussed  p u b l i c l y  f o r  t h e  same reason.  I t  may be 
t h a t  i n  your case it w i l l  n o t  touch upon any f a c t s  t h a t  w i l l  
be . involved i n  those cour t -mar t i a l  c a s e s ,  but  never the less ,  
we  are t a k i n g  these  precaut ions .  

A .  I understand, sir.  

(SAMS 1 
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Q. Sergeant  ShiS, would you t e l l  us p l e a s e  what your 
duty assignment w a s  on 16 March 1968? 

A. I w a s  a squad l e a d e r  a t t ached  . t o  Char l i e  Company, 
26th Engineers,  a t  Duc Pho. 

Q What w a s  t h e  s i z e  o f  the  engineer  u n i t  a t t ached  t o  
Task Force Barker? 

A. I had my squad up t h e r e .  We were supposed t o  be 
with Task Force Barker, b u i l d i n g  bunkers and t h e  p l a c e s  they 
s tayed.  

Q Were t h e r e  any o t h e r  engineers  a t t ached  t o  Task 
Force Barker? 

A. Not whi le  my squad was up t h e r e ,  no, sir.  

Q Did your men handle any combat demoli t ion assign-
ments t h a t  Task Force Barker had? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  they  d id .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  two men of your squad being a t t ached  
t o  C/1/20 I n f a n t r y  f o r  an opera t ion  i n t o  the Son My a r e a  t h a t  
began on 16 March 1968? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  exac t  d a t e ,  bu t  I had t h e  men 
go on demoli t ion missions with t h e  people.  

Q Our information i s  t h a t  Char l ie  Company, when it 
was CA'd i n t o  t h e  Son My a r e a ,  was pu t  down near  the  hamlet 
designated My Lai  ( 4 )  on Army maps. I t  was accompanied by 
two engineer  demoli t ion men who moved along with t h e  com-
pany command group and performed the  d-emoliti-on during t h e  
morning i n  t h i s  hamlet of My Lai ( 4 )  . We 've been endeavoring 
t o  l e a r n  t h e i r  names. Witnesses have t o l d  us t h a t  one man 
w a s  a Negro, t h e  o t h e r  was white .  The Negro had the  nick-
name Hotshot, w d  t h e  name of one of the  men began wi th  R. 
We've been t o l d  by wi tnesses  t h a t  they performed var ious  de-
mol i t ion  func t ions  such as  blowing up bunkers, and a f t e r  
they go t  through My La i ,  they demolished p a r t  of a house on 
the  e a s t e r n  edge of it. That is  the  sum t o t a l  of our  know-
ledge about these  men. Could you th ink  of who they might be. 

I 

A. One of them I know f o r  c e r t a i n  is  SP5 PLUMMER. 
And t h e  o t h e r  one I th ink  w a s  SP5 FOSTER. Now, I ' m  n o t  
c e r t a i n .  But PLUMMER, he took a l l  my demoli t ions f o r  m e .  

(SAMS 2 APP T-223 
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My CO advised me t h a t  unless  my whole squad moved out that 
I would n o t  l eave  under no circumstances.  So I had t o  s t ay  
t h e r e  and send him o u t  t o  do a l l  t h a t .  

Q You were handl ing cons t ruc t ion  work t h e r e ,  were 
you? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Could you s p e l l  those names f o r  us? 

A, P-L-U-M-M-E-R. 

Q Do you happen t o  know h i s  f i r s t  name? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  W e  don ' t  y e t  on a f i r s t  name 
b a s i s  t o o  o f t e n .  

Q- How about FOSTER? 

Q F i r s t  name t h e r e  e i t h e r ?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q They're  both SP5's? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Was e i t h e r  one black? 

A, Y e s ,  s i r ,  SP5 PLUMMER was. 

Q Did you have another  man whose name began wi th  R? 

A. Offhand, I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of one. 

Q We've a l s o  had some i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  you might have 
had one o r  two men wi th  B/4/3 In fan t ry .  That same day they 
went o u t  on t h a t  same opera t ion .  They were CA'd i n t o  another  
a r e a  t o  t h e  e a s t  of My L a i  ( 4 )  . 
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A. S i r ,  w e  had s o  many l i k e  t h a t .  For a w h i l e ,  t h e y  
had t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s  going on and people  were j u s t  going o u t  
and coming back i n ,  I c a n ' t  remember who went o u t .  

Q How many men d i d  you have a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h i s  k ind  
o f  du ty?  

A.  I t h i n k  11 count ing  myse l f ,  sir.  And w e  were busy 
b u i l d i n g  bunkers  and p l a c e s  f o r  people  .to s t a y ,  because when 
w e  moved i n t o  t h e  a r e a ,  it was j u s t  open. No one had e v e r  
been t h e r e .  

Q Was t h a t  your t o t a l  squad,  I l ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. How many of t h e s e  men would be s e n t  o u t  on demoli-
t i o n  ass ignments?  

A, A s  many as I could  s p a r e .  

Q Were a l l  of them q u a l i f i f e d  f o r  this type  of  miss ion? 

A. Yes. 

Q Do you suppose you could  t h i n k  of t h e  names of a l l  
11 of t h e s e  men? 

A, I ' v e  t r i e d  s i n c e  they  c a l l e d  m e  up t h i s  week. Those 
two are t h e  on ly  ones I remember. 

MR WEST: We ' l l  have a s h o r t  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1640 hour s ,  2 3  January 
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1702 hour s ,  23 January 
1970. ) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : A l l  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  are a g a i n  
p r e s e n t .  Se rgean t  SAMS, I remind you you are s t i l l  under 
oa th .  
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MR WEST: Sergeant  SAMS, we 've j u s t  had an off- the-record 
sess ion  d i s c u s s i n g  names of former members of Char l i e  
Company, 26th Engineers. You mentioned no t  only names of 
Spec 5 PLUMMER and Spec 5 FOSTER, b u t  P r i v a t e  MALLEY, 
P r i v a t e  TATE, and a l s o  Spec 4 HARTMAN who was a demoli t ion 
man i n  t h e  3d Platoon? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Can you th ink  of any o t h e r  men of C Company of the  
26th who were demoli t ion men and r e g u l a r l y  went ou t  with in-
fantry u n i t s  of Task Force Barker? 

A .  They g o t  one a t  For t  Hood now, but  I ' v e  been 
s i t t i n g  he re  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  of h i s  name. He's a SP5, but  
I canft t h i n k  of  h i s  name. 

Q Perhaps y o u ' l l  r e c a l l  it l a t e r .  We'd apprec ia te
knowing i f  it does come t o  mind. For the  record ,  se rgean t ,  
do you r e c a l l  anything a t  a l l  about this  Son My opera t ion  of  
Task Force Barker which began on 1 6  March 1968? 

A. N o ,  sir, I d o n ' t .  

Q. You're acquainted with our  purpose,  and I 'd  l i k e  t o  
ask i f  you can t h i n k  of anything t h a t  might he lp  us i n  our 
inqui ry?  

A. No, sir. Like I s a i d  be fo re ,  t h e  only  time I knew 
about it was when it come o u t  i n  t h e  papers.  

Q Well, we a p p r e c i a t e  your appearing here  very much, 
Sergeant SAMS. You've given us some names which w i l l  be 
h e l p f u l  and may he lp  us t o  l o c a t e  the  two men of t h e  26th 
Engineer B a t t a l i o n  who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h i s  Son My opera t ion  
with C/1/20 I n f a n t r y  on 16 March 1968. W e  thank you f o r  
coming. The hear ing  w i l l  be recessed.  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1709 hours ,  23  January 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: STEPHENS, Cl in ton  D. ,  SFC 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 7 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: S2 I n t e l l i g e n c e  Sergeant ,  
Task Force .  Bark.er . 

1. PRIOR INTELLIGENCE OF THE MY LA1 AREA. 

a. V i e t  Cong i n  t h e  a rea .  

I n t e l l i g e n c e  which had been gathered  i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  My Lai  a r e a  w a s  a rest and resupply a r e a  f o r  t h e  
V i e t  Cong (pg. 5 ) .  They were i n  t h e  a r e a  a t  most t i m e s ,  
b u t  l e f t  it a t  o t h e r  t imes t o  opera te  elsewhere (pg. 7 ) .  
U.S. f o r c e s  had rece ived mortar  f i r e  from t h a t  a r e a  and 
t h e  enemy had been seen i n  t h e  a r e a  dur ing  p r i o r  opera t ions  
(pgs. 4 6 ,  4 8 ) .  

b. ARVN opera t ions  i n  t h e  a rea .  

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  ARVN's never  went 
i n t o  t h e  My Lai  a r e a ,  a l though it was i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  
a r e a  o f  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion  (pgs. 6 ,  7 ) .  

c. C i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  a rea .  

The wi tness  noted t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  were known t o  be 
l i v i n g  i n  t h e  a rea .  During p a s t  opera t ions  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  
they were seen moving down t h e  road,  Highway 521 (pg. 4 6 ) .  
H e  could o f f e r  no reason f o r  t h e  apparent  f a c t  t h a t  no 
p r e p a r a t i o n s  were made f o r  t h e  handling of c i v i l i a n s  dur ing  
t h e  16 March opera t ion  (pg. 47) .  He d i d  no te  t h a t  i n  t h e  
p a s t  when c i v i l i a n s  were moving down t h e  road i n  t h e  face 
of  an o p e r a t i o n ,  enemy wi th  weapons had been seen moving 
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w i t h  them. No f i r e  had been d i r e c t e d  a t  t h o s e  persons  
a t  t h o s e  times (pgs .  46, 4 8 ) .  A s  f o r  c i v i l i a n s  going t o  
t h e  market  i n  t h e  mornings,  he  r e c a l l e d  h e a r i n g  some 
in fo rma t ion  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ,  b u t  could  n o t  connec t  it w i t h  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  under  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg .  5 1 ) .  Although 
c i v i l i a n s  were known t o  be i n  t h e  a r e a ,  t h e  main concern 
o f  Task Force Barker  was t o  g e t  t h e  VC who were a l s o  known 
t o  be i n  t h e  area (pg.  4 8 ) .  

2 .  PREQPERaTIONAL PLANS AND B R I E F I N G S .  

a .  P l ans .  

(1) P r i o r  o p e r a t i o n  planned f o r  t h e  a r e a .  

A p r i o r  o p e r a t i o n  had been p lanned  for 
t h e  a r e a ,  b u t  was c a n c e l l e d  t h e  day b e f o r e  it was to 
b e g i n ,  because sf an i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t  t h a t  the V i e t  
Cong had l e f t  t h e  a r e a .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  know t h e  
sou rce  of  t h a t  i n fo rma t ion  (pgs .  4 , 5 ) .  S h o r t l y  t h e r e -  
a f t e r ,  t h e  p l ann ing  f o r  t h e  i n s t a n t  o p e r a t i o n  began ( p g . 5 ) .  

P l ans  f o r  t h e  16 March 1968 o p e r a t i o n .  

The w i t n e s s  was n o t  s u r e  who a r r anged  for the  
e x t e n s i o n  of  t h e  a r e a  of  o p e r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  planned 
sweep, b u t  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  it had t o  have been coord ina t ed  
through d i v i s i o n  (pgs .  8 ,  9 )  . He added t h a t  he  thought  
t h a t  t h e  AO e x t e n s i o n  was on ly  t o  be f o r  a p e r i o d  of  a 
few d a y s ,  b u t  was n o t  s u r e  e x a c t l y  how long  (pgs .  9 ,  34) . 
The o p e r a t i ~ n  o f  16 March was t o  b e  slower and more 
d e l i b e r a t e  t h a n  any p rev ious  ones ;  one company was t o  be i n  
a b lock ing  p o s i t i o n  and two o t h e r s  were t o  sweep (pq.  12). 
Also, t h e  w i t n e s s  m t e d  t h a t  Task Force Barker  had g o t t e n  
p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  r e f u e l i n g  and rearming h e l i c o p t e r s  a t  
Landing Zone D o t t i e .  I n  t h e  p a s t  enemy had been a b l e  t o  
evade due t o  t h e  s h o r t  amount o f  t i m e  t h a t  gunships  had been 
a b l e  t o  remain ove r  t h e  a r e a  o f  c o n t a c t  (pgs . 1 2 ,  13) . The 
o p e r a t i o n  was t o  have b e t t e r  a r t i l l e r y  and gunship suppor t  
t h a n  any i n  t h e  p a s t ,  and t h r e e  companies were t o  be 
employed i n  t h e  a r e a .  The w i t n e s s  a l lowed t h a t  Task Force 
Barker  i n t e n d e d  t o  f i n d  t h e  enemy and d e s t r o y  him and n o t  
l e t  him evade a s  he  had i n  t h e  p a s t  (pg.  1 3 ) .  The wi tnes s  
could  n o t  accoun t  f o r  t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  make p r e p a r a t i o n s  L u  
p r e p a r e  f o r  p o s s i b l e  r e fugee  c i v i l i a n s  (pg.  4 7 ) .  The witness  
added t h a t  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  showed t h a t  t h e  enemy was i n  the 
a r e a  and had been f o r  some t i m e .  The p l a n  f o r  t h e  ope ra t ion  
o f  16 March was t o  go i n  and d e s t r o y  them (pg. 4 9 ) .  
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Orders and bri .ef  i n g s  . 
(1) Opera t ional  o rde r s .  

Theewitness t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  h e d ~  
any of t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  o r d e r s ,  and noted t h a t  he d i d  not  
h e a r  any o r d e r s  concerning t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  l i v e s t o c k  
o r  food (pg. 1 3 ) .  H e  added t h a t  t h e  S2 had no w r i t t e n  
opera t ions  o r d e r  and t h a t  he had no knowledge of t h e  S 3  
having one (pg. 13). 

( 2 )  Lieutenant  Colonel BARKER'S b r i e f i n g .  

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he was n o t  p r e s e n t  
when Lieutenant  Colonel BARKER b r i e f e d  h i s  company 
commanders on t h e  1 5 t h ,  h u t  he b e l i e v e d  t h a t  Major CALHOUN, 
t h e  S3, and Captain KOTOUC, t h e  S2, were t h e r e  (pg. 1 0 ) .  

( 3 ) Captain MEDINA 's b r i e f i n g  . 
The wi tness  s a i d  t h a t  he-.;did not  a t t e n d  t h e  

b r i e f i n g  o f  C Company by Captain MEDINA. 

3 .  ASSAULT ON MY LAI .  

a .  Radio t ransmiss ions  monitored a t  t h e  Task Force 
Barker TOC . 

( 1) Radios monitored. 

The wi tness  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  a s  S2 Sergeant ,  he 
monitored t h e  r a d i o s  i n  t h e  TOC dur ing  t h e  opera t ion  
p g  1 1  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was no d i r e c t  communication 
wi th  t h e  ground t roops ,  b u t  t h a t  BARKER, who was a i r b o r n e ,  
would r e l a y  messages t o  t h e  TOC (pg. 11). The wi tness  noted 
t h a t  t h e  commander of  t h e  gunships,  apparent ly  Major WATKE, 
had a r a d i o  on t h e  same frequency a s  BARKER, and h i s  
t ransmiss ions  could be monitored i n  t h e  TOC (pgs. 1 6 ,  31). 
He added t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a s p e c t s  of t h e  r a d i o  
t ransmiss ions  were handled by Major CALHOUN and Sergeant  
JOHNSON (pgs. 11, 1 2 ) .  The wi tness  r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
TOC could n o t  hea r  ground t roop  t ransmiss ions  (pg. 18). 

(2 )  Reports of enemy a c t i v i t y .  

On t h e  morning of t h e  16 th ,  t h e  wi tness  
r e c a l l e d  hea r ing  gunships r e p o r t i n g  t h e i r  s p o t t i n g  of enemy 
with weapons p r i o r  t o  C Company's landing (pg. 1 5 ) .  He 
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a l s o  recounted  t h a t  t h e  LZ employed by C Company became 
"ho t "  d u r i n g  t h e  l and ing  and t h a t  C Company r e c e i v e d  fire 
a f t e r  t h e y  were or1 t h e  graurad (pgs .  1 5 ,  5 6 ,  Fur LIL,5'7). .. , 
he r e c a l l e d  h e a r i n g  t h e  graund t r o o p s  be ing  d i r e c t e d  t o  
enemy dead t o  a t t empt  t o  s e c u r e  t h e i r  weapons (pg.  1 6 ) -  

( 3 )  Body cbun t  r e p o r t e d .  

The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he  could  n o t  
remember a s p e c i f i c  body coun t  coming i n t o  t h e  TOC on t h e  
morning o f  t h e  16 th .  H e  added t h a t  t h i s  would have been 
handled  by Se rgean t  JOHNSON (pg. 2 2 ) .  H e  d i d  r e c a l l  t h a t  
t h e  pe r sonne l  i n  t h e  TOC were q u i t e  happy w i t h  t h e  l a r g o  
body coun t ,  s ince t h e y ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  expec t ed  t h e y  were al:! 
enemy (pg. 2 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  added t h a t  t h e  f e e l i n g  was 
t h a t  t h e  l a r g e  body count  was n o t  a c t u a l l y  due t o  t h e  
a r t i l l e r y ,  b u t  due t o  t h e  men o f  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  having 
caught  t h e  VC b a t t a l i o n  unaware in t h e  My La i  a r e a  ( p g . 2 5 ) .  

b .  Repor t s  of s h o o t i n g  a t  c i v i l i a n s .  

Tne w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he  r e c a l l e d  i n  t h e  mids t  
of  t h e  a c t i o n  h e a r i n g  what he b e l i ~ v e d  t o  be a t r a n s m i s s i o n  
from t h e  g u n s h i p ' s  commander t o  a n o t h e r  s h i p  t h a t  i nnocen t  
c i v i l i a n s  were be ing  k i l l e d  by t h e  ground t r o o p s  (pg. 1 7 ) .  
No u n i t  was m e n t i ~ p e d  (pg. 5 2 ) .  H e  no ted  t h a t  he  r e c a l l e d  
Major CALHOUN r e l a y i n g  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  t o  BARKER i n  h i s  
command s h i p  and s a y i n g  t h a t  it should  be  checked o u t  
(pgs .  17 ,  28,  2 9 ,  5 2 ) .  However, t h e  w i t n e s s  added t h a t  
he  may have o r i g i n a l l y  g o t t e n  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  when Major 
WATKE saw Majar CALHOUN a t  LZ Dott ie l a t e r  i n  t h e  day, 
though h e  d i d  n o t  h e a r  t h e i r  conve r sa t ion  (pqs .  18 ,  2 9 ) )  
and d i d  n o t  recall  any particular a c t i o n  as a r e s u l t  of 
t h a t  c o n v e r s a t i o n  (pg.  3 1 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  no th ing  else ove r  
t h e  r a d i o  about  i nnocen t  c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d .  The r e p o r t  
t h a t  he  had hea rd  d i d  n o t  have a s e n s e  of urgency (pgs .  1 0 ,  
3 0 ) .  

4 .  EARLY CESSATION OF THE MY LA1 OPERATION. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  r e c e i v e d  t h e  impress ion  
t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  ceased  be ing  a major  one and was c u t  
s h o r t  a f t e r  t h e s e  reports. H e  added t h a t  the personilel 
were moved o u t  o f  t h e  a r e a  q u i c k e r  t han  he  had assumed was 
t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t i o n  (pg. 3 3 ) .  H e  a v e r r e d  t h a t  a l though 
t h e  companies were s t i l l  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  h i s  impress ion  w a s  t h a t  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  had ceased  upon o r d e r s  from b r i g a d e  o r  d i v i s i o n  
(pg. 34) . 
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5. RUMORS AND OTHER INDICATIONS OF AN INCIDENT AT MY L A I .  

a .  Rumors. 

The w i t n e s s  recounted  hea r ing  t a l k  weeks l a t e r ,  
a f t e r  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  about  burning 
and k i l l i n g  du r ing  t h e  My Lai  o p e r a t i o n  from t h e  personnel  
i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  TOC where he was working a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
They s a i d  t h a t  t h e  P I0  personnel  had s a i d  t h e r e  were a l o t  
o f  c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  t h e r e ,  b u t  t h e r e  was n o t  much 
e l a b o r a t i o n  on t h i s  comment accord ing  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s  
( P ~ S  1 9 ,  28; 3 5 ) .  H e  added t h a t  he  d i d  know S p e c i a l i s t s
HAEBERLE and ROBERTS from t h e  b r igade  PI0  (pg. 1 9 ) .  F u r t h e r ,  
he  added t h a t  he  heard  a Se rgean t  GERBERDING of  t h e  S2 shop 
a t  b r i g a d e  mention t h a t  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  had probably k i l l e d  
c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 2 8 ) .  H e  noted t h a t  when he r e t u r n e d  t o  
b r i g a d e ,  he  was o f t e n  jok ing ly  h a r a s s e d  about  t h e  t a s k  
f o r c e  having tu rned  i n  a f ake  body count  (pgs .  48, 5 6 ) .  

b .  Other  i n d i c a t i o n s .  
.. 1 

The w i t n e s s  could  n o t  account  f o r  t h e  d iscrepancy  
between t h e  r e p o r t  g iven  t o  b r i g a d e  t h a t  t h e  bodies  were 
found o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e  r e p o r t  g iven  t o  t h e  
t a s k  f o r c e  t h a t  t hey  w e r e  w i t h i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 2 2 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  r e l a t e d  an i n c i d e n t  i n  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  TOC 
which he  b e l i e v e d  t o  have been on 16 March when 
someone mentioned t o  Captain MEDINA t h a t  t h e  body count  
i nc luded  c i v i l i a n s .  MEDINA r e p l i e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were 
c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  by t h e  a r t i l l e r y ,  b u t  t h a t  they  were 
n o t  i nc luded  i n  t h e  body count  (pgs.  32, 3 3 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
t o l d  o f  a p r i o r  o p e r a t i o n  i n  which B Company o p e r a t i n g  
w i t h  APC's had n o t  recovered  any weapons, a l though they  
had a r a t h e r  l a r g e  body count .  The r eason  o f f e r e d  was t h a t  
t h e  commander d i d  n o t  want h i s  men t o  t a k e  t h e  t i m e  t o  
r ecove r  them (pgs .  26,  2 7 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  could r e c a l l  
no immediate t a l k  of t h e  h igh  k i l l  r a t i o  coming o u t  of  t h e  
~y Lai  o p e r a t i o n  and added t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  q u e s t i o n  t h e  low 
weapons coun t ,  s i n c e  t h e r e  had been s imilar  t a l l i e s  
(pgs.  25, 5 6 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  a l low t h a t  he had never  
been u p s e t  about  t h e  v e r a c i t y  of any counts  b e f o r e ,  b u t  
t h a t  he was bo the red  by t h e  r e p o r t s  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
(pg. 5 7 ) .  
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
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R e ~ o r t  

W i t  had never seen.  
W i t  had n o t  seen 
it complete ; helped 
prepare  i t .  

39  

3 6 , 3 7  
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SUMMARY OF RECALL TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: STEPHENS, Cl in ton  D. S FC 

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 7 January 19 70 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: S2 I n t e l l i g e n c e  
Sergeant ,  Task Force Barker.  

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS,' 
a. P r i o r  opera t ion  cance l l ed .  

The wi tness  recounted t h a t  an opera t ion  had 
been planned f o r  t h e  Son My a r e a  about  a week p r i o r  t o  
16 March 1968. This  opera t ion  was postponed because of 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  VC had l e f t  t h e  a r e a  
(pgs. 60,67,59).  The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e  2d ARVN 
Divis ion  was t o  have taken a minor p a r t  i n  t h a t  opera t ion  
(pgs. 69, 70) .  The wi tness  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he be l i eved  t h a t  
t h i s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  came from Major GAVIN and t h e  2d ARVN 
Divis ion  (pg. 6 0 ) .  

b .  Sources of  i n t e l l k s e n c e .  

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  BARKER v i s i t e d  t h e  2d 
ARVN Divis ion  q u i t e  f r equen t ly  and w a s  occas iona l ly  
accompanied by Major CALHOUN and Captain KOTOUC (pgs. 61, 
71) .  Lieutenant  JOHNSON may have accompanied him on 
occas ion  (pg. 61) .  A s  p e r t a i n s  t o  t h e  planning of  t h e  
16 March o p e r a t i o n ,  KOTOUC, CALHOUN, and JOHNSON 
had s e v e r a l  meetings wi th  BARKER (pgs. 61, 62) . 
The wi tness  f u r t h e r  noted t h a t  GAVIN took p a r t  i n  the p r i o r  
planning o f  t h e  ~ p e r a t i o n ~ a l t h o u g h  he d i d  n o t  know what 
s p e c i f i c  informat ion  he supp l i ed  (pg. 6 6 ) .  I t  w a s  allowed 
by t h e  wi tness  t h a t  al though t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  meetings 
of  t h e s e  pe r sons the  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a l l  of them were 
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d i r e c t l y  concerned with  t he  operation (pg. 62) . The 
witness r eca l l ed  t h a t  e i t h e r  BARKER, CALHOUN, o r  KOTOUC 
arranged w i t h  GAVIN t o  have National Po l ice  accompany the  
U.S. forces  on the  16 March operation (pgs. 73, 7 4 ) .  

C.  Planning the 1 6  March operation.  

The witness s t a t e d  t h a t  BARKER bore the  brunt  of 
the  planning of t he  operation and he imaginedtha t  
CALHOUN helped somewhat, s ince  they were q u i t e  c lose  
(pg. 7 0 ) .  He had no d i r e c t  knowledge of any f a c e t  of  
t he  operation being planned a t  e i t h e r  brigade o r  d iv i s ion  
headquarters, although he was sure  t h a t ,  a t  l e a s t ,  permission 
had t o  be obtained through brigade (pg. 71 )  . The witness 
added t h a t  he was not  c e r t a i n  about the  16 March opera t ion ,  
bu t  t he re  was a period when a l l  support from av ia t ion  had 
t o  be obtained through d iv i s ion  (pgs. 71, 7 2 ) .  The witness 
c l a s s i f i e d  t h e  operat ion a s  a slow, thorough search in-  
s t ead  of a sweep. However, he noted t h a t  they knew the  
enemy w a s  t he re  (pgs. 69, 70) .  

d. Overall plan f o r  moving c i v i l i a n s  ou t  of the  
Son My area .  

The witness s f a t ed  t h a t  t he re  had been discuss ions  
between BARKER and the  2d ARVN Division commander 
about moving c i v i l i a n s  out  of t he  Son My area.  This plan 
a l s o  included the  idea  t h a t  a  new t rade  market would be 
opened i n  t h i s  t e r r i t o r y  (pg. 62 )  . The witness s t a t e d  
t h a t  he believed the  plan was t o  move c i v i l i a n s  t o  refugee 
camps i n  the  Quang Ngai area.  Then U.S. o r  ARVN forces  
would move i n t o  t h i s  a rea ,  occupy it,' r i d  it of t he  enemy, 
and tu rn  it back over t o  t he  c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 65) .  The 
witness f u r t h e r  mentioned t h a t  he r eca l l ed  an object ion 
from the  2d ARVN Division commander about the  lack of 
ava i lab le  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  handling refugees (pg. 72).  

e .  Plans f o r  handling c i v i l i a n s  during the  1 6  March 
operation.  

The witness d id  not  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  plan 
f o r  the  handling of c i v i l i a n s  daring the  operation i n  
i s sue .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  during p a s t  operations c i v i l i a n s  
had f l e d  down Highway 521. Also, he noted t h a t  he heard 
t h a t  many would be going t o  market on the  day of the  
operat ion (pg. 72).  The witness asser ted  t h a t  although 
he d id  not  hear t he  exac t  p lanning.of  the  operat ion,  he 

(STEPHENS) 2 SUM APP T-74A 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


r e c a l l e d  overhear ing  a conversa t ion  between CALHOUN and 
BARKER concerning c i v i l i a n s .  CALHOUN asked about handling 
c i v i l i a n s  dur ing  t h e  day of  t h e  opera t ion  and BARKER 
r e p l i e d  t h a t  t h e  1 6 t h  was t h e i r  market day and it was 
f e l t  that  they would n o t  b e  i n  t h e  area (pg. 74) . H e  
d i d  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  t h e  context  of t h e  conversa t ion ,  b u t  
d i s t i n c t l y  r e c a l l e d  BARKER saying t h a t ,  "tomorrow i s  t h e i r  
market day" (pg. 75) . The wi tness  added t h a t  they were 
concerned about  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  i n  Task Force Barker 
(pg. 75) . The wi tness  dec la red  t h a t  he never heard 
of  a p lan  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  a l though he was aware 
t h a t  some hamlets  had been burned (pgs. 64, 69, 70 . 
2.  VIET CONG OPERATIONS I N  THE SON MY AREA. 

The wi tness  r e l a t e d  t h a t  there was f i s h ,  r i c e ,  and 
otherr:food production i n  tha t  a rea .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  it 
w a s  a known source  of  food and s u p p l i e s  f o r  t h e  VC (pgs.  6 2 ,  
63 )  . The 2d ARVN Division d i d  n o t  opera te  much i n  t h e  
Son My a r e a ,  working more o r  l e s s  on a l i v e  and l e t  l i v e  
b a s i s  wi th  the Vie t  Cong i n  t h a t  t e r r i t o r y  (pg. 6 2 ) .  The 
wi tness  desc r ibed  t h a t  i n  t h e  p a s t  VC had opera ted  i n  t h i s  
a r e a  and i n  the f a c e  of imminent a t t a c k  mingled wi th  t h e  
c i v i l i a n  popula t ion  moving down Highway 521 toward 
Highway 1. Since  U.S. t roops  were under o r d e r s  n o t  t o  
harm t h e  c i v i l i a n s ,  t h e  V i e t  Cong had always been a b l e  
t o  escape (pg. 65) . 
3. THE ASSAULT ON MY LA1 . 

a .  	 Personnel  i n  t h e  Task Force Barker TOC. 

On t h e  day of  t h e ' o p e r a t i o n  t h e  w i t n e s s ,  Sergeant  
JOHNSON, Major CALHOUN, Captain LEWELLEN, and Sergeant  
WARREN, were p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  TOC. The wi tness  be l i eved  t h a t  
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  s e r g e a n t ,  c a p t a i n  KOTOUC, t h e  
n i g h t  duty s e r g e a n t  who worked wi th  Captain LEWELLEN, and 
an S3 c l e r k  w e r e  a l s o  t h e r e .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he was n o t  s u r e  
whether Sergeant  HALL o r  Lieutenant  WATKINS, both  of  t h e  
communication s e c t i o n ,  were t h e r e  (pg. 76) .  H e  noted 

. 	 f u r t h e r  that i n  the command and c o n t r o l  s h i p  wi th  Colonel 
BARKER were VAZQUEZ, t h e  ALO, and, perhaps,  Sergeant  HALL 
o r  Lieutenant  WATKINS (pg. 7 6 ) .  He added t h a t  KOTOUC may 
have heen w i t h  BARKER on that  morning (pg. 77) .  I n  t h e  
TOC CALHOUN and JOHNSON w e r e  handling t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  
a s p e c t s  of  r a d i o  monitoring (pg. 77) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  
a l though JOHNSON was respons ib le  f o r  t h e  body counts ,  he 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0920 hours ,  7 January 
1970. ) 

RCDR : The fol lowing persons a r e  present :  MR WEST, COL 
FRANKLIN, LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ COOP. 

(The r e p o r t e r ,  S p e c i a l i s t  Four James L. THILL, was 
sworn. ) 

The next  wi tness  is  Sergeant  F i r s t  Class Cl in ton  
D. STEPHENS. 

(SFC STEPHENS was c a l l e d  as  a  w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as  follows :) 

S t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade,  Soc ia l  Secur i ty  
number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  o rgan iza t ion ,  and s t a t i o n .  

A. Sergeant  F i r s t  C l a s s  Cl in ton  Dale STEPHENS, 
, United S t a t e s  Army Marksmanship Uni t ,  For t  

Benning, Georgia. .-

MR WEST: Sergeant  STEPHENS, before  we g e t  i n t o  any ques- 
t i o n s  I want t o  advise you of the  na tu re  and purpose of t h i s  
inqu i ry .  This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by the  
Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army and t h e  Army Chief of S t a f f  f o r  the  
purpose of determining f a c t s  and making f ind ings  and recom-
mendations concerning: 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  t h e  f a c t s  and circumstances surrounding what 
has now become known as  the  My Lai i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 1968, 
and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  o r  withholding 
of informat ion  by any person t h a t  had a duty t o  re -
p o r t  what happened t h a t  day. I n  o t h e r  words, was t h e r e  any 
coverup. 

This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  being conducted t o  in -
q u i r e  i n t o  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and circumstances of what happened 
a t  My L a i ,  b u t  j u s t  r e a l l y  d i r e c t e d  t o  those s p e c i f i c  pur- 
poses. ,For example, we a r e  n o t  concerned with t h e  c u l p a b i l -  
i t y  of any p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i v i d u a l  o r  anything he may have 
done t h a t  was wrong t h a t  day. 

W e  have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and have re-
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viewed p r i o r  s t a t e m e n t s  ob ta ined  i n  o t h e r  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n s  of t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t ;  f o r  example, t h e  one t h a t  
w a s  conducted by t h e  I n s p e c t o r  General  of t h e  Army under t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  o f  Colonel  Wilson, who is a l s o  a member o f  t h e  p a n e l  
b u t  who i s  no t  h e r e .  

Your tes t imony w i l l  be  t aken  under o a t h  and a 
verba t im t r a n s c r i p t  i s  be ing  prepared .  A t a p e  r e c o r d i n g  
i s  be ing  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im n o t e s  be ing  
t aken  by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

The c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  w i l l  b e  con-
f i d e n t i a l  b u t  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  tes t imony o r  p a r t s  
o f  it may b e  made p u b l i c .  We have no c o n t r o l  over  
t h a t .  We a sk  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your  t es t imony h e r e  today  
w i t h  o t h e r  pe r sons ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  f o r  t h e  inves-
t i g a t i o n ,  u n l e s s  you a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  
proceedings  of some o t h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g -
i s l a t i v e  body. There  i s ,  f o r  example, a subcommittee of  t h e  
House Armed S e r v i c e s  Committee which i s  looking  i n t o  t h e  My 
L a i  i n c i d e n t ,  and they  a r e  c a l l i n g  some w i t n e s s e s .  O f  c o u r s e  
when we a sk  you n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your t es t imony,  t h a t  wou ldn ' t  
app ly  t o  t h a t  o r  an appearance b e f o r e  t h a t  body. 

Are you s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l i -
t a r y  judge i n  t h e  c a s e  of  Uni ted S t a t e s  v. C a l l e y  n o t  t o  d i s -
cus s  t h e  tes t imony?  

A. Am I f a m i l i a r , . w i t h  i t ?  

Q Are you s u b j e c t  t o  it; have you r ece ived  such an 
o r d e r ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q Should you r e c e i v e  an o r d e r  from t h e  judge,  what 
we've asked you h e r e  today ,  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your  t es t imony,  
would no t  app ly  o r  a f f e c t  t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of  t h a t  o r d e r  
a t  a l l .  Any q u e s t i o n s  on t h i s  p a r t ?  

A. Nop sir .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  0945 hour s ,  7 January 1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0950 hour s ,  7 January  
1970.)  \ 

RCDR : A l l  p a r t i e s  p r e s e n t  when we r e c e s s e d  are a g a i n  
p r e s e n t .  
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MR WEST: What was your ass ignment ,  Se rgean t  STEPHENS, on 
16 March 1968. 

A .  I w a s  t h e  S2 i n t e l l i g e n c e  s e r g e a n t ,  s i r .  

Q Of what o u t f i t ?  

A. Task Force  Barker .  

(1 I unders tand  t h a t  t h e  headqua r t e r s  detachment of  
Task Force  Barker  was r a t h e r  s m a l l ;  t h e r e  a c t u a l l y  w e r e n ' t  
ve ry  many peop le  ass igned .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Do you recall  who was a s s igned .  

A. W e  had Colonel  BARKER a s  commander, Major CALHOUN 
was t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  and exec ,  Master  Se rgean t  JOHNSON was t h e  
o p e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  Capta in  KOTOUC was t h e  S2 
o f f i c e r .  I was t h e  S2 i n t e l l i g e n c e  s e r g e a n t ,  They had a 
l i e u t e n a n t ,  I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name, b u t  a l i e u t e n a n t  i n  
t h e  cornrno s e c t i o n .  H e  had one s e r g e a n t ,  and I d o n ' t  re-
member how many men w i t h  him, b u t  n o t  very  many, i n  t h e  commo 
s e c t i o n .  They worked t h e  commo s e c t i o n .  W e  had one e n g i n e e r  
squad and we had--I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it was a f u l l  MP squad. I 
d o n ' t  know what an MP squad c o n s i s t s  o f ,  b u t  it was one s e r -
g e a n t  and a ve ry  few MPs, and w e  had one m e s s  s e r g e a n t  and I ' d  
s a y  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  cooks. I d o n ' t  know j u s t  how many. 

Q. Did you have anybody e l s e  i n  your  S2 s e c t i o n  be-
s i d e s  you and Capta in  KOTOUC? 

A. No, sir.  

Q J u s t  t h e  two of  you? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

(2. Did you work t h e  TOC? 

A .  I s t a y e d  i n  t h e  TOC j u s t  abou t  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  I n  
our  TOC w e  had a sma l l  room where w e  had t h e  a r t y  o f f i c e r  w i t h  
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t h i s  t a sk  force .  We had an' a r t y  o f f i c e r ,  and I b e l i e v e  he 
had one se rgean t  and two lower grade with him. The back of 
the  TOC had a s m a l l  room on each s i d e  where t h e  a r t y  o f f i c e r  
worked i n  one small  room and over  on the  o t h e r  s i d e  where 
we had s e t  up an S2 o f f i c e  more o r  l e s s .  We had an OB map 
and w e  kep t  a l l  the records  and everything.  

Q There was a s e p a r a t e  l i t t l e  room f o r  t h e  a r t y
and a s e p a r a t e  room f o r  the  S2? 

A. The a r t y  wasn ' t  i n  a room a c t u a l l y .  They had 
j u s t  put  up a p a r t i t i o n  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  r a d i o ,  more o r  l e s s  
so  t h a t  they could hea r  each o t h e r s  rad io .  It was a small  
TOC, and wi th  both r a d i o s  going they would have t r o u b l e  hear-
ing. They had j u s t  pu t  up a p a r t i t i o n  where t h e y ' r e  open on 
t h e  s ide .  The l i t t l e  room t h a t  I opera ted  i n  was c losed  i n  
and j u s t  had a small  door. 

Q. Was Captain VAZQUEZ t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q When d i d  you f i r s t  hear  of t h i s  planned CA aga ins t
the  hamlet My La i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. The opera t ion ,  s i r ?  

Q Yes. Was it being planned f o r  q u i t e  a whi le ,  do 
you r e c a l l ?  

A. Yes, sir.  I n  f a c t  it was planned once before .  
They had planned an opera t ion  i n  t h e r e ,  We knew t h a t  t h e  
t a sk  fo rce  was sub2ect  t o  come t o  an end and we had had sev-
e r a l  con tac t s  i n  t h i s  a rea .  And they had planned an operat ion 
sometime, I d o n ' t  know j u s t  how long be fo re ,  i n  t h e  a rea .  
But they worked q u i t e  a b i t  w i th  Major GAVIN,  t he  advisor  
below. They rece ived  word t h a t  the  enemy had moved o u t .  
They rece ived  word t h a t  they were i n  t h e r e .  He had personnel 
working i n  t h e r e  and I d o n ' t  know how they g o t  t h i s  word, 
but  they had planned an opera t ion  i n  t h e r e  and then  he came 
up, I b e l i e v e  it was the  day before  the  opera t ion  was t o  
take p lace ,  and they c a l l e d  it o f f .  With h i s  source of 
information,  and I d o n ' t  know i f  it came from d i v i s i o n  o r  
br igade o r  where, b u t  anyway t h e  opera t ion  was c a l l e d  o f f .  
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And then t h i s  more o r  l e s s  s t a r t e d  t h i s  same opera t ion  up. 
I t h i n k  i t  was j u s t  a continued t e n t a t i v e  p lan  of more o r  
l e s s  wa i t ing  f o r  information a s  t o  when they would be back 
o r  something. And then I d o n ' t  know how long,  s i r ,  it was 
no t  too  long,  I ' d  say a  week o r  s o ,  3 weeks t h a t  t h i s  
opera t ion  picked up and more o r  l e s s  s t a r t e d  planning again .  

Q. Was t h i s  Colonel GAVIN o r  Major GAVIN? He was 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  a d v i s o r ,  o r  adv i so r  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  headquar ters  
a t  Son Tinh. 

A .  Yes, s ir .  

Q - Where d i d  t h e  p lan  o r  i d e a  f o r  t h i s  opera t ion  
o r g i n a t e ?  Did it come down t o  you from br igade  o r  d i v i s i o n  
o r  o r i g i n a t e  i n  Task Force Barker o r  was it suggested by 
GAVIN o r  wha t ' s  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  on t h a t .  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  know where t h e  complete p lan  f o r  
t h e  opera t ion  came from. Maybe Major GAVIN d i d  have some-
t h i n g  on t h a t .  I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  I d o n ' t  know on t h a t .  But 
it was more o r  l e s s ,  what brought  it on I b e l i e v e  i s ,  l i k e  I 
s a i d ,  i s  t h a t  they had had s e v e r a l  c o n t a c t s  i n  t h i s  a rea .  I n  
f a c t  t h e  major con tac t s  had been t h e r e .  I t  was considered by 
t h e  ARVN a s  a haven f o r  the--well  they  s a i d  it was t h e  48th 
B a t t a l i o n ,  b u t  a c t u a l l y  it was more u n i t s  than t h e  48th 
B a t t a l i o n .  Alpha Company had a con tac t  t h e r e  one time and 
they  thought it was t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n ,  b u t  they  captured two 
t h a t  were wounded. I t  was a  we l l  organized u n i t  t h a t  they 
were f i g h t i n g .  One d ied ,  though, be fo re  they  brought him i n ,  
and they  brought t h e  o t h e r  one i n  and he  was wounded. They 
patched him up a t  t h e  d ispensary  and s e n t  him i n .  He 
turned  o u t  t o  be--I b e l i e v e  it was C-19 was t h e  u n i t  they  
s a i d  they  were. What it was was a  subordina te  u n i t  from 
t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n .  I t  was something t h a t  they  used when 
they  made a  b i g  move o r  something. But a t  a l a t e r  t ime 
they  captured another ,  o r  maybe t h e  ARVN captured ,  b u t  any- 
way an enemy was captured ,  and he s a i d  t h a t  they  had been i n  
t h i s  a rea .  But then they  had moved and went ac ross  Highway 
1, and they  had gone bes ide  t h e  Quang Ngai River.  He showed 
them t h e  a rea  where they  had been s t a y i n g  and everyth ing .  
And they  had went i n  t h e r e  f o r  a r e s t ;  he s a i d  t h a t  it was 
r e s t  and resupply and a l l  t h i s  and everyth ing .  Anyway, they  
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company was and eve ry th ing  happened. This  l i e u t e n a n t  t o l d  
u s  t h a t  they  s a t  on their t r a c k s  up t h e r e ,  t hey  never  d i d  
come i n  t h i s  a r e a .  They s a t  up on t h e i r  t r a c k s ,  and he s a i d  
t h a t  thky watched a five-man mortar crew with a mortar  go a c r o s s  
t h i s  open a r e a  i n  f r o n t  of them, and they  d i d n ' t  even s h o o t  
a t  it. And he came up and apolog ized  t o  t h e  c o l o n e l  f o r  n o t  
h e l p i n g  them t h e r e .  But t h a t ' s  a s  c l o s e  as  t hey  e v e r  came t o  
t h a t  area t h a t  I know o f .  They j u s t  never  went i n .  

Q - Now t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  i s  i n ,  I under-
s t a n d  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  o u t s i d e  t h e  A m e r i c a l  D iv i s ion  a r e a  of 
o p e r a t i o n s .  

A. South of it, y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. A c t u a l l y  it w a s  i n  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  
..-

Q. Is that r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Do you remember how t h e  A 0  w a s  ex tended  down i n t o  
t h e r e ,  s o  you could  p u t  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  Did Task Force 
Barker  a r r a n g e  t h i s  o r  d i d  GAVIN a r r ange  t h i s  o r  what happened? 

A. I ' m  sure f o r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e y  had 
p u l l e d  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e r e  b e f o r e ,  they  would go j u s t  s o u t h  
of the Amer ica l ' s  AO. T h a t ' s  what had happened a few t i m e s  
b e f o r e ,  r i g h t  i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  a r e a  it w a s .  Well ,  it was j u s t  
enemy i n f e s t e d  a t  t imes ,  n o t  a l l  t i m e s - - t i m e s  it w a s  and t imes 
it wasn ' t .  But u s u a l l y  t hey  would go j u s t  below t h e  Americal 
A0  and g e t  an a r e a  through t h e r e .  But when they  would do 
t h i s  t h e  enemy would t h e n  a l o t  of t i m e s ,  would be s een  evad- 
i n g  toward t h e  r i v e r .  And on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  I ' m  
s u r e  t h a t  it extended a l l  t h e  way t o  the r i v e r  because they-- 

9 - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A r e  you t a l k i n g  about  t h e  Song T r a  
Khuc River?  If you look  back of you t h e r e  i s  a map in t roduced  
i n  ev idence  as E x h i b i t  MAP-1 and it a c t u a l l y  shows t h e  A 0  f o r  
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Does t h a t  f i t  i n t o  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s i r .  Usually,  s i r ,  when they p u l l e d  t h i s  -
opera t ion  i n  he re ,  usual ly  they would g e t  an a r e a  r i g h t  
along through he re  t h a t  would come i n ,  and on t h e  one they 
c o ~ r d i n a t e dw i t h - -

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Along g r i d  l i n e  79? 

A. Around i n  he re  and t h i s  road r i g h t  i n  he re .  

Q Highway 521? 

A,  Yes, s ir .  And maybe it was a l i t t l e  f a r t h e r  
down on t h i s  road,  because r i g h t  i n  here  was where Bravo's 
a c t i o n  took p lace .  And the  t r a c k s  came up t h i s  road 
( i n d i c a t i n g  Highway 521 heading i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of 
P i n k v i l l e )  . Bravo Company t h a t  day was t o  come across  
he re ,  and t h e  ARVN was t o  come i n  and come up t h i s  way, 
and they never  d id .  

Q Do you remember the  d a t e  of t h i s  a c t i o n ,  approx-
imately? 02 

T-

Which a c t i o n  i s  t h a t ,  s i r ?  ,+A* 
$7 

Q- The a c t i o n  you were j u s t  desc r ib ing .  

A. With Bravo Company? 

Q. Yes, it was sometime p r i o r  t o  1 6  March. 

A. I t  was p r i o r  t o  that. I t  was t h e  f i r s t  major 
a c t i o n  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  s i r .  But f o r  the  opera t ion  t h a t  day, 
it extended a l l  t he  way down. I d i d n ' t  know the  u n i t ,  we 
c a l l e d  it t h e  Warlords, were t o  p a t r o l  t h i s  a r e a  south  of 
t h i s  road (Highway 521) .  I remember they were using t h i s  
as t h e i r  boundary. They were p a t r o l l i n g  t h i s  a r e a ,  and a 
gunship would work wi th  t h e  u n i t s  north of this road. 

Q. We'l l  g e t  i n t o  t h a t  l i t t l e  l a t e r .  I take  it 
you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  who arranged t o  have t h e  A0 extended? 

A, No, sir. I d o n ' t  know who t h a t  was coordinated 
wi th ,  sir. 
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Q- You d o n ' t  remember whether Colonel BARKER took 
c a r e  of t h i s  o r  br igade  o r  remember them t a l k i n g  about t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I d o n ' t  know who coordinated 
o r  g o t  t h e  A 0  ex tens ion .  I ' m  s u r e  the  A 0  ex tens ion ,  i f  I 
r e c o l l e c t  r i g h t ,  t h a t  an A0 extens ion  though had t o  go a l l  
t h e  way t o  br igade  and back up. I t  c o u l d n ' t  be coordinated 
only wi th  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  and t h e  d i s t r i c t  headquar ters .  I f  
I r e c o l l e c t  it had t o  go through b r igade  and back t o  d i v i -
s i o n ,  and d i v i s i o n  had t o  know t h a t  you were g e t t i n g  an A 0  
ex tens ion  and where it w a s .  

Q o  W e l l  t h a t ' s  what we f igured .  

A, yes ,  sir. 

Q Did you know how long t h e  A 0  ex tens ion  was f o r ?  
Was it a m a t t e r  of days o r  weeks? 

.-

A,  No, .  s i r .  It was f o r  days. I ' m  s u r e  it was no t  f o r  
weeks, because normally they  d i d n ' t  s t a y  i n  t h e r e  more than  
2 o r  3 days a t  t h e  most. Now, they s tayed i n  t h e r e  
2 o r  3 days one time des t roying  a t u n n e l  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  
bu t  normally they  would go i n  t h i s  a r e a  and sweep through it 
and move back o u t ,  and I ' m  s u r e  it was no t  f o r  weeks. I d o n ' t  
know t h e  e x a c t  t i m e  on it, s i r .  

Q On t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion ,  which inc ludes  
t h a t  combat a s s a u l t  on My Lai ( 4 ) ,  do you r e c a l l  how long t h a t  
was planned f o r ?  We understand t h a t  t h e  companies p r i n c i p a l l y  
involved were C/1/20 and B/4/3. 

A, Y e s ,  sir,  

Q- Do you remember how long they were t o  be i n  t h e  
f i e l d  once it s t a r t e d ?  

A. I b e l i e v e ,  sir,  I d o n ' t  know how long s p e c i f i c  
u n i t s  were supposed t o  be i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  sir.  See, they had 
moved a l l  t h r e e  companies i n t o  t h i s  area f o r  t h i s  opera t ion .  
We had only  t h r e e  companies, and they had borrowed a company 
from 4/3. I be l i eved  it was A/4/3 t h a t  had come over t o  
LZ Dot t i e  f o r  s e c u r i t y  whi le  t h i s  opera t ion  was t ak ing  p lace .  
They were t o  be t h e r e  3 o r  4 days a s  s e c u r i t y ,  and one 
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of our companies was t o  be back f o r  s e c u r i t y  a t  LZ Dot t i e  
a t  t h i s  time. And I d o n ' t  know which u n i t  it would be,  s i r .  

Q o  Were you p r e s e n t  a t  the  meeting of  Colonel 
BARKER wi th  t h e  company commanders t h a t  was h e l d  p r i o r  
t o  the  opesa t ion?  This  would be equ iva len t  t o  a  b a t t a l i o n  
b r i e f i n g  . 
A. NO, sir. 

Q - Do you remember t h i s  being he ld?  

A. Yes, s i r .  This took p lace  i n  h i s  -- he had a van, 
s i r ,  and t h i s  took p l a c e  i n  h i s  van. I was n o t  i n  t h e r e .  

Q - Do you remember a  meeting of Captain MEDINA wi th  
h i s  p la toon l e a d e r s  and pla toon se rgean t s  t h a t  day? Now t h i s  
would be on t h e  1 5 t h ,  t h e  day before  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

A. NO, s ir .  

Q - This  apparent ly  took p lace  a t  Landing Zone 
Dot t ie .  

A. No, s i r ,  I suppose, I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e ,  I d o n ' t  
remember f o r  s u r e ,  bu t  I t h i n k  h i s  company w a s  t h e  s e c u r i t y  
a t  LZ Dot t i e  when this took p lace .  *They were more o r  l e s s  
i n  a  per imeter  i n  bunkers,  on the  bunker l i n e s .  S i r ,  I d id  
n o t  s e e  o r  a t t e n d  o r  hear  any of these  meetings. 

Q - Colonel BARKER'S b r i e f i n g  a f  t h e  company
commanders, d i d  Captain KOTOUC a t t e n d  t h a t ?  Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. I'x n o t  s u r c ,  sir. I b e l i e v e  he ?id, I b e l i e v e  
t h a t  him and Major CALEOUN a t tended t h i s .  Now, Major CALHOUN 
was n o t  i n  t h e r e  a l l  t h e  time I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e ,  bu t  I be l i eve  
he a t t ended  some of it, sir.  

Q - Am I pronouncing Captain KOTOUC's  name c o r r e c t l y ?  

I d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  "KOTOOSH" o r  "KOTOUK. " 

Q He was here .  I r e c a l l  it was something l i k e  the  
way you pronounced it. How long d i d  you work f o r  Captain 
KOTOUC i n  t h e  S2 s e c t i o n ?  
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A. We had two o r  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  S2 ' s .  - I  would say 
about 2 months, sir. 

Q - And t h i s  went on up t o  the  t i m e  t h a t  the  t a s k  
f o r c e  was d i s so lved  on n r  around t h e  9 t h  of Apr i l?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. , 

Q On t h e  16 th  of March, 1968, were you on duty i n  
t h e  TOC i n t e l l i g e n c e  s e c t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Would you t e l l  us .how you opera ted  t h e r e  i n  the  
TOC when they had an opera t ion  l i k e  t h i s  going? 

A. Well, a c t u a l l y  a s  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  t h e r e  wasn 't 
much t o  do a t  t h a t  t i m e .  Mostly what we t r i e d  t o  do -- Ser-
gean t  JOHNSON,  myself ,  and Major CALHOUN, and a l s o  we had a 
n i g h t  s h i f t .  I t  was a se rgean t ,  I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name, 
he w a s  i n  t h e  3/1. And we had a c a p t a i n .  Be l a t e r  went back 
and took over  headquar ters  company of t h e  br igade .  I d o n ' t  
remember h i s  name. Anyway, a t  t h i s  t ime when t h e  opera t ion  
s t a r t e d ,  everyth ing  w a s  working on t h e  main channel ,  on one 
channel ,  on t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  channel,  and you more o r  l e s s  j u s t  
l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  conversa t ion  between Colonel BARKER. Now, 
h i s  company commanders, you c o u l d n ' t  hea r  them. He was 
more o r  l e s s  r e l a y i n g  information back t o  us about what was 
happening, b u t  from t h e  gunships--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  He'd be ou t  i n  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. He w a s  o u t  i n  h i s  chopper. And t h e  
gunships o r  the  Warlords, t h a t  w a s  t h e  173d, you could 
hea r  them. 

Q. 123d, I th ink .  

A. 123d. Well, every i n c i d e n t  o r  what happened, 
eve ry th ing  t h a t  took p l a c e ,  we were t r y i n g  t o  keep the  
b r igade  informed of what was happening as it took p lace .  

Q. I t ake  it then ,  t h a t  you and Sergeant  JOHNSON 
and Major CALHOUN were r e a l l y  handl ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  s i d e  
of t h i n g s .  
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A.  Yes, s ir .  

Q You were he lp ing  ou t?  

A. Yes , sir. 

Q I guess you were a l r eady  worked up t o  t h e  enemy
s i t u a t i o n  p r e t t y  w e l l ;  t h a t  was behind you? 

A, Yes, s i r ,  t h a t  was a l l  -- it was a l l  i n  t h e  p a s t  
then more o r  l e s s .  

Q. L e t l s . g o  back a l i t t l e  b i t .  Was an e f f o r t  made 
t o  g e t  t h e  ARVN t o  -- t h e  2d Divis ion  t o  h e l p  o u t  i n  t h i s  
opera t ion?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q - Was it Captain LEWELLEN t h a t  was on n i g h t  duty 
a t  t h e  TOC? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q What k ind  of an opera t ion  was t h i s  supposed t o  
be? How was it charac te r i zed?  We've had cons ide rab le  i n f o r -
mation t h a t  it was a search  and des t roy  opera t ion  as d i s t i n -
guished from sea rch  and c l e a r .  Is t h i s  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. Yes, sir. That I s  what it was supposed t o  be. 
Every time they 'd  gone i n  t h i s  a r e a  before  they usually--
they  c a r r i e d  two companies--would perform t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
i n  t h i s  area. And normally one would be s e t  up as  a  b locking  
f o r c e  and anather would mak.e i t s  sweep, And t h i s  t ime,  each 
and every time it was always," enemy was observed evading and 
g e t t i n g  out . "  The a r t y  FO1s come i n  a l o t  of t imes ,  and they  
would t r y  t o  put  a r t i l l e r y  on them. They would s e e  them 
moving o u t ,  and a l o t  of t imes they would, w e l l  they would 
j u s t  evade our  f o r c e s  more o r  l e s s .  A s  they moved through 
they would, someway they would move behind them. They 
would see  them moving out  behind them. T h i s  was supposed 
t o  have been a s lower,  I would say a  s lower,  more thorough 
search  than  had been be fo re ,  two companies making t h i s  
search  and sweep with one company blocking. Also, they had 
a t  t h i s  time--we were capable of r e f u e l i n g  and rearming 
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gunships a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  Whereas b e f o r e ,  we had l o s t  a l o t  
of  enemy by n o t  be ing  a b l e  t o  suppor t  t h e  gunships .  The 
gunship had t o  go s o  f a r  f o r  rearming and r e f u e l i n g .  

. Here they had coo rd ina t ed  and used t h e  123d and t h e  174th  
gunsh ips  i n  S U ~ ~ O L ~ .These two companies were more o r  less 
supposed t o  be a b e t t e r  o p e r a t i o n .  More thorough,  a more 
thorough o p e r a t i o n  than  t h e  o t h e r s  were. 

Q - What were t h e  o r d e r s  as  r e g a r d  t o  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  
I t a k e  it t h i s  i s  regarded  as  something l i k e  a base  f o r  
t h i s  VC b a t t a l i o n .  Do you r e c a l l  what t h e  o r d e r s  were about 
t h e  hamlet?  What w a s  t o  be done? 

A. No, s i r .  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  any of t h e  o r d e r s  t h a t  I 
r e c o l l e c t .  

(2 We had a good b i t  of ev idence  t h a t  t h e  o r d e r s  
w e r e  t o  go i n  and d e s t r o y  t h e  hamle t ,  k i l l  t h e  l i v e s t o c k ,  
and d e s t r o y  t h e  food and s o  f o r t h .  Also,  word w a s  p u t  o u t  
t h a t  t h i s  was i3 VC v i l l a s e  o r  hamlet  ..and anybody i n  it was 
VC o r  VC sympath izers .  What's your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A, I neve r ,  s i r ,  hea rd  t h e  o r d e r  g iven .  I ' d  never  
hea rd  anyth ing  of t h i s  type .  I never  hea rd  anything '  s a i d  
l i k e  t h i s ,  and,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  it was t o  be a more thorough,  
b i g g e r  o p e r a t i o n .  I n  f a c t ,  i f  they  were t h e r e ,  which they 
f e l t  t h a t  they  were, they were t o  d e s t r o y i  whereas b e f o r e ,  
t hey  had evaded them and g o t t e n  away. But t h i s  t ime they  
had p l e n t y  of suppor t .  They had a r t i l l e r y ,  they had a i r ,  
they  had p l e n t y  of gunsh ips ,  and they  had t h r e e  companies 
i n  t h e  area, and t h a t ' s  j u s t  what they meant t o  do. I f  
t hey  were i n  t h e r e ,  they d i d n ' t  i n t e n d  f o r  them t o  g e t  
away. 

Q They meant t o  come t o  g r i p s  w i t h  them? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  and t o  g e t  it. A s  f o r  d e s t r o y i n g  food,  
l i v e s t o c k ,  o r  d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e s  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h i s ,  
I had never  hea rd  anyth ing  of  t h a t .  

Q Was t h e r e  a w r i t t e n  o p e r a t i o n s  o r d e r  on e i t h e r  
t h e  S 3  s i d e  o r  t h e  S2 s i d e ?  Do you r e c a l l ?  

A.  The S2 d i d  n o t ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  
one,  s i r ,  on t h e  S3. I d o n ' t  remember i f  t hey  d i d .  

I J  
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Q - We've n o t  been a b l e  t o  l o c a t e  one he re .  

A, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was. I won't say t h e r e  
w a s  n o t  because a l o t  of o rde r s  were -- opera t ion  o rde r s  w e r e  
-- every t ime t h e  br igade  p u t  one ou t  we'd g e t  a copy, I n  f a c t  
w e  w e r e  handl ing some so I d o n ' t  know i f  -- b u t  I d o n ' t  
ember, sir. 

Q Did you have a r e g u l a r  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  from 
brigade i n  your TOC, do you remember? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir. You mean a l i a i s o n  between -- he w a s  
our  l i a i s o n  f o r  br igade.  

Q. Yes, he may have belonged t o  you o r  b r igade  e i t h e r  
one. 

A. Yes, sir. He came up every morning and s p e n t  t h e  
day ,  and thcc he would go back i n  t h e  af ternoon and g e t  i n  the re  
and c a r r y  t h e  information.  He was more o r  less our  b r i e f i n g  
o f f i c e r  during t h e  week f o r  t h e  br igade .  He would b r i e f  t h e  
br igade a s  t o  what was happening. 

Q.  Down a t  Duc Pho? 

A, Yes, sir, but  I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name. He was 
a l i e u t e n a n t .  I be l i eve  he was i n  t h e  chemical s e c t i o n .  Y e s ,  
s ir ,  he was i n  -- he was a l i e u t e n a n t  i n  the  chemical s e c t i o n  
i s  a l l  I remember. 

Q I hope y o u ' l l  keep t h a t  i n  the  back of your mind. 
Maybe y o u ' l l  remember t h a t .  Do you r e c a l l  i f  he was ass igned 
t o  Task Force Barker o r  br igade? 

A. He w a s  ass igned t o  the  br igade chemical s e c t i o n  
sir, but  he was more o r  l e s s - -

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  That was a p r e t t y  common p r a c t i c e ,  
I th ink ,  t o  use chemical o f f i c e r s  f o r  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r s .  So, 
t h a t ' s  p r e t t y  l o g i c a l .  

A.  Well, no, t h e  o t h e r  b a t t a l i o n s  d i d n ' t ,  s ir .  

Q I mean o t h e r  o u t f i t s .  
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A. A l l  t h e  b a t t a l i o n s  had a l i a i s o n  t h a t  would go 
i n  t h e  same -- i n  f a c t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  p icked  ou r  l i a i s o n  
o f f i c e r  up p icked  t h e  o t h e r  b a t t a l i o n  l i a i s o n s  up on t h e  way 
t o  Duc Pho. Each b a t t a l i o n  had a l i a i s o n  t h a t  went t o  b r igade  
and pos t ed  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  nex t  day,  what they were 
going t o  do m-d ~l-?st i n  case they had tcnk nlare + h a +  clay 
missed something i n  t h e  brigade. They gave us t h e  chemical  
o f f i c e r  because they j u s t  d idn  ' t have anyone e l s e .  

Q . Would you t e l l  us what you remember of t h e  oper-
a t i o n  t h a t  day a g a i n s t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  1 t ake  it t h a t  you s p e n t  
t h e  morning i n  t h e  TOC when t h i s  w a s  going on? 

A.  That 's r i g h t .  

Q - What i s  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  of what happened; 
what you hea rd  by way of  r a d i o  t r a f f i c  o r  any th ing  e l s e  
t h a t  comes t o  mind? 

A. I don' t remember. I know Se rgean t  WARREN was t h e  
s e r g e a n t  t h e r e  wi th  t h e  MP. That was Sergeant  WARREN. I know 
he was t h e  one t h a t  went o u t  and brought  t h e  chopper,  
what t hey  c a l l e d  t h e  s l i c k s ,  t o  p i ck  up C h a r l i e  Company. 
I d o n ' t  remember which company had gone i n  f i r s t .  I d o n ' t  
know i f  Bravo o r  C h a r l i e  Company went i n  f i r s t .  

Q. C h a r l i e  Company went i n  a t  0730; it was t h e  
f i r s t .  

A. C Company w a s  t h e  f i r s t .  But t hen  C h a r l i e  Company 
went i n ,  by t h i s  t ime ,  a l r e a d y  t h e  gunships were--well they 
w e r e  s e e i n g  enemy evading,  and they had k i l l e d  some be fo re  
C h a r l i e  Company g o t  on to  t h e  ground. I remember t h e  Warlords 
s a y i n g  t h a t  they s p o t t e d  some wi th  weapons, and t h e  174th  
gunships  would say t h a t  ' they had s p o t t e d  some w i t h  weapons. 
When C h a r l i e  Company went i n ,  t h e  LZ was c o l d .  But sometime 
du r ing  t h e i r  l a n d i n g ,  they  r e c e i v e d  f i r e ;  it t u r n e d  i n t o  a  
h o t  LZ.  I d o n ' t  know j u s t  when, b u t  I know dur ing  t h e i r  
l a n d i n g  they  r e c e i v e d  f i r e  i n  t h a t  a r e a  and r e p o r t e d  it 
as a h o t  LZ. E i t h e r  t h e  Warlords o r  t h e  174th k i l l e d ,  
I d o n ' t  remember how many, some enemy and s a i d  t h a t  they  
had weapons and had con tac t ed  C h a r l i e  Company. I remember 
Colonel  BARKER w a s  t a l k i n g  t o  them. I c o u l d n ' t  h e a r  what 
Capta in  MEDINA was say ing ,  b u t  Colonel  BARKER w a s  t a l k i n g  
t o  him and t h e  gunships .  You could  h e a r  t h e  p i l o t s  t a l k i n g ,  
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t e l l i n g  t h e m  t o  move c e r t a i n  ways o r  a c e r t a i n  p lace .  
H e  would b r i n g  o u t  about a bush here  o r  a b u i l d i n g  
t h e r e  o r  something of this type.  H e  would t e l l  him 
in t h a t  area t o  move a pla toon i n t o  t h i s  area and check 
it o u t ,  because t h e r e  w a s  two k i l l e d  he re  o r  three o r  some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s .  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  number on t h i s  bu t  
they  had weapons, and t h a t  w a s  what they wanted them t o  do; 
t o  move i n  a d  pFck up the weapons. I know Captain 
MEDINA w a s  moved i n t o  t h i s  area, but  I d o n ' t  know if he ever 
go t  i n t o  the  area where the weapons w e r e  o r  even found 
t h e  men. I d o n ' t  know--I cou ldn ' t  hea r  what he w a s  
saying. I know t h a t  they w e r e  d i r e c t i n g  him i n t o  t h i s  
area. 

Q - What could you hea r  of t h e  Warlords' t r a f f i c ?  

A. That w a s  most of what I can remember. A l l  t h a t  
you could hear  of them w a s  that they heard--they would t e l l  
them they s p o t t e d  two o r  t h r e e  o r  something h e r e  and they  
k i l l e d  them and moved i n  t h e r e  and t h a t  they had weapons 
and t o  move i n  a d  pick  up t h e  weapons. 

Q Who d i d  you have communications wi th ,  wi th  re-
gard t o  t h e  Warlords? Was it t h e  bubbletop, low gun, high 
gun, o r  how d i d  t h a t  go? 

A. I d o n ' t  know which one. It was a major. I assume 
he was t h e i r  commander, whoever he was. He w a s  t h e i r  com-
mander. 
Q. Well, it w a s  a Major WATKE. He was ou t  t h e r e  p a r t  
of t h e  time. 

A. He w a s  t h e  one. Well, he was on our  br igade 
channel, and t he  174th commander would be on our  channel,  and 
I guess they had t h e i r  own channel t o  t a l k  t o  t h e i r  people.  

Q- Was t h a t  br igade o r  t a sk  fo rce  channel? 

A. Task f o r c e ,  yes ,  sir.  And somewhere, I d o n ' t  re-
member j u s t  where, it may no t  even have come over t h e  r a d i o ,  
but  I ' m  su re  it d i d ,  e i t h e r  Major CALHOUN o r  someone s a i d  
they w a s  k i l l i n g  innocent  c i v i l i a n s .  I t  came over  the  r a d i o ,  
and they s a i d  it was Major WATKE. I don ' t  know i f  t h a t ' s  
h i s  name. Anyway, it was the  major with the  Warlords t h a t  
s a i d  they were k i l l i n g  innocent  c i v i l i a n s .  So Major CALHOUN--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  D o  you remember about what time t h i s  
happened? 
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A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I n  f a c t  I c a n ' t  even remember 
i f  it d i d  come over t h e  r ad io .  I know t h a t  t h e r e  was some-
t h i n g  s a i d  about it i n  the  TOC and I ' m  su re  t h a t  it came 
over t h e  r a d i o ,  because Major CALHOUN, i f  I remember c o r r e c t ,  
s a i d ,  "Well, don' t worrl about t h a t  now. I' Maybe t h a t  was 
n o t  h i s  words bu t  anyway t o l d  him -- went on t o  t e l l  t h a t  
he would g e t  it taken ca re  o f ,  o r  t h a t  he would check on it. 
Anyway, he made t h e  remark, i f  I am s u r e ,  t o  Colonel BARKER 
about it, and then they dropped it. 

Q. L e t ' s  g e t  t h i s  s t r a i g h t  now. This was somebody 
i n  t he  Warlords t o  Major CALHOUN, who complained about 
the k i l l i n g  of innocent c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. I t  w a s  from someone i n  the  Warlords. Well, t h i s  
could have no t  been from the  major of t h e  Warlords t o  our 
TOC--we might have been Coyote, whatever our c a l l  s i g n  was 
a t  t h a t  time. But it may have been from Warlords t o  some o f  
h i s  personnel ,  some of h i s  sh ips .  

Q But you could.  hea r  i t ?  ." 

A. Yes, s ir .  It came over ;  a Warlord personnel  
spoke. Major CALHOUN, i f  I ' m  c o r r e c t ,  made t h e  s ta tement  
"not  t o  worry about it now," o r ,  " w e ' l l  t ake  c a r e  of i t , "  o r  
something, and made the  remark t o  Colonel BARKER f o r  
him t o  check on it because everyth ing  was happening. I ' m  
s u r e  t h a t  it was when a l o t  of t h e  a c t i o n  was going on. 

Q . During t h e  opera t ion?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  because t h e r e  was so  much t r a f f i c  going 
on the  n e t  they  d i d n ' t  want t o  t i e  it up f o r  t h i s  when o t h e r  
t h i n g s  were happening, too.  But anyway, I may have been wrong, 
s i r ,  because I remember t h i s  major being i n  t h e  TOC l a t e r ,  
s o  t h i s  major may have no t  pu t  t h i s  over  t h e  r a d i o .  This 
may have come i n  when the  major came back t o  LZ Dot t i e .  He 
came up t o  t h e  TOC and t a l k e d  t o  Major CALHOUN; t h i s  may 
be where I g o t  t h i s  from. 

Q.  We've had information t h a t  Major WATKE, some-
t i m e  a f t e r  lunch,  d id  come around t o  t a l k  about t h i s .  We 
had heard t h a t  he spoke t o  Colonel BARKER. It  may have 
been Major CALHOUN, but  I want t o  focus r i g h t  now on what was 
going on on t h e  r a d i o  t r a f f i c .  
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A, -So this may have been where t h i s  came from. 
I f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken it came over  a r ad io ,  and then a t  t h a t  
t i m e  it w a s  dropped, It w a s  dropped a t  t h a t  t i m e  because 
everything else was t a k i n g  p lace .  But I remember t h e  major 
d i d  came up t o  the TOC and was t a l k i n g  and Major CALHOUN 
and perhaps Colorrel BARKER-- b u t  I d o n ' t  know what a l l  went 
on. But he did talk t o  t h e  major. 

Q - Before w e  g e t  i n t o  t h a t  w e ' l l  go back t o  the 
morning. Did you hea r  any more r a d i o  t r a f f i c  about t h e  
k i l l i n g  of innocent  c i v i l i a n s  when the  opera t ion  w a s  going 
on? 

A, No, sir. That ' s  a l l  t h a t  w a s  e v e r  s a i d .  

Q- Now we had an i n d i c a t i o n ,  i n  testimony, a f t e r  
t h e  1st and 2d Platoons of Char l ie  Company g o t  i n t o  My 
'?i, t h e r e  w z s  a wholesale k i l l i n g  of t h e  r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  
v i l l a g e ;  men, women, and c h i l d r e n .  We had a wi tness  t e l l  
us that dur ing  the morning Captain MEDINA, on t h e  ground, 
go t  on t h e  r a d i o  wi th  t a s k  f o r c e  n e t  and asked f o r  per-
mission t o  change the mission from search  and des t roy  t o  

- search  and clear. The i d e a  was t h a t  he w a s  d i s t u r b e d  about 
a l l  the k i l l i n g  t h a t  w a s  going on and apparent ly  wanted 

.. 
t o  change t h e  mission. The f i r s t  time he asked this, 
he w a s  re fused ,  and then  a l i t t l e  b i t  l a t e r  t h e  permission 
was granted. A t  t h i s  time he i s sued  an o rde r  t o  h i s  platoon 
t o  s t o p  k i l l i n g ,  and they d id  s top.  Do you remember any 
r a d i o  t r a f f i c  l i k e  t h i s ?  

A, No, sir.  

Q You wouldn ' t  have heard Captain MEDINA anyw-ay? 

A, No, sir. 

Q. Do you remember hear ing  anything on t h e  o t h e r  
end t h a t  might bear  on t h i s ?  

A, No, s i r .  I t  could have and I didn 't hear  it, 
b u t  I d o n ' t  remember anything. 

Q We've had o t h e r  testimony t h a t  was no t  c h a t  
d e t a i l e d  bu t  was t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  Captain MEDINA had 
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r ece ived  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o r  o r d e r s  by r a d i o  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l -  
i n g  and a l s o  s t o p  the burning.  Did you hea r  any of t h a t  

. t r a f f i c  going o u t  t o  Captain MEDINA? 

A, No, sir. I n  f a c t ,  s i r ,  t h e  k i l l i n g  t h a t  they s a y  
was t h e r e  and every th ing ,  t h e r e  was noth ing  about  t h i s  over  
t h e  r a d i o  a t  a l l .  I n  f a c t ,  no one back a t  t h e  TOC o r  back 
a t  LZ D o t t i e  knew anything about t h i s  because it was n o t  
r e p o r t e d  a s  KIA. They w e r e  n o t  r e p o r t i n g  them a s  K I A .  W e l l ,  
t h e  only  t h i n g  t h a t  I eve r  knew about it and maybe someone 
else d i d ,  maybe they d i d  go over  t h e  r a d i o ,  b u t  t h e  only  
t h i n g  t h a t  I eve r  knew w a s  j u s t  what you'd hea r .  I never 
heard about any burning o r  t h e  k i l l i n g  o r  anyth ing  l i k e  t h i s .  
I never heard  anyth ing  about  it a t  a l l  u n t i l  t h e  t a sk  f o r c e  
broke up and went back t o  b r igade ,  and they w e r e  t a l k i n g  
about  it back i n  br igade .  

Q - About t h e  c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d ?  

A. That some c i v i l i a n s  were - k i l l e d .  

Q- What d i d  you h e a r ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  it was--they w e r e  t a l k i n g  i n  t h e  b r i -  

gade,  more o r  less i n  t h e  b r igade  headquar te rs  s e c t i o n .  I 

worked around t h e  TOC, S2 and 3 ,  and they s a i d  t h a t  t he  P I 0  

personnel  t h a t  w a s  up t h e r e  f o r  P I 0  said t h a t  t h e r e  were 

a l o t  of c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d .  They d i d n ' t  e l a b o r a t e  on 

anything.  They j u s t  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  were a l o t  of c i v i l i a n s  

k i l l e d .  


Q - S p e c i a l i s t  ROBERTS and Se rgean t  HAEBERLE w e r e  

wi th  C h a r l i e  Company t h a t  morning i n  t h e  hamle t ,  and a s  

you probably n o t i c e d  i n  an i s s u e  of L i f e  magazine e a r l y  

i n  December, 1969, Sergeant  HAEBERLE took some c o l o r  photo- 

graphs of  people  t h a t  were k i l l e d  i n  My Lai ( 4 )  . I imag-

i n e  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  you heard  about came from ROBERTS 

o r  HAEBERLE o r  t h e  two of them. Did you know them a t  a l l ?  


A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I knew them t h e r e  a t  P I O ,  b r igade  P I O .  

COL FRANKLIN: L e t ' s  see i f  you have a good memory. You're 
.,t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  se rgean t .  id you spend most of your day 


of t h e  16 th  i n  the TOC? 
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Of t h a t  mori.ing, yes ,  sir. I n  and ou t  a l l  day. 

Q - Do you remember how many r a d i o  n e t s  you had 
going that day i n  t h e  TOC? 

A, We had our  br igade n e t ,  one on br igade.  W e  
?,ad our  t a s k  fo rce  n e t s  1, 2 ,  and 3 ,  and I b e l i e v e  a r t i l l e r y  
had two. I would say f i v e  r ad ios  inc luding  t h e  a r t i l l e r y .  

Q Did you have an air-ground n e t ?  A n e t  f o r  a i r -
c r a f t :  L! s p e c i a l  n e t .  Did you have a n e t  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A, No, sir.  They came up on our  "push". 

Q .  Warlords and t h e  o t h e r s  would be on a b a t t a l i o n  
"push 'I? 

A ,  Yes, s i r ,  and t h e i r  commander. 

Q What about C and B Company? Were you a b l e  t o  
t a l k  t o  them o r  hear  them t r a n s m i t t i n g  i n  t h e  TOC? 

A. J u s t  sometimes, s i r .  Once i n  a whi le  I know t h a t  
sometimes--Captain MICHLES , I don 't be l i eve  t h a t  I ever  
d i d  hear  him because he was i n ,  I guess,  lower behind the  
h i l l .  Captain MEDINA, i f  he moved o u t  a l i t t l e  way from 
the  h i l l ,  sometimes you could hear  him. 

Q. How d i d  you communicate with these  companies 
a t  n i g h t  and during t h e  day? How d id  you communicate i f  
you d i d n ' t  have a b i r d  overhead? When Colonel BARKER 
came back t o  r e f u e l  how could you t a l k  t o  t h e s e  companies? 

A. The Alpha Company had a r e l a y  s e t  up a t  Up-
t i g h t  t h a t  w a s  a r e l a y  s t a t i o n .  When Colonel BARKER was 
no t  i n  t h e  a r e a  they would come through t h i s  r e l a y  a t  
Uptight back t o  Dot t i e .  

Q- This was a word r e l a y  o r  e l e c t r i c a l ?  

A. I t  was j u s t  a r ad io .  Actual ly  it was a mortar 
s e c t i o n .  

Q It was j u s t  a guy on the  r a d i o  t h a t  says B 
Company says t h i s ,  o r  Bravo 6 says t h i s ,  o r  Char l i e  6 
wants t h i s ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. You could  g e t  them through r e l a y ,  b u t  you 
couldn 't g e t  them d i r e c t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Ear ly  i n  t h e  morning, who would t a k e  t h e  r e p o r t  
of  enemy c a s u a l t i e s  normal ly ,  and p a s s  them on t o  b r igade?  

A. W e l l ,  we a l l  d i d .  Se rgean t  JOHNSON, myself ,  
and Major CALHOUN. We had t o  use a l a n d l i n e  t o  b r igade  f o r  
t h i s  r e p o r t .  When t h e  Warlords would s a y ,  t hey  would come 
on a "push" and say they k i l l e d  two w i t h  weapons and s o  f o r t h ,  
and 174 would say they  k i l l e d  two h e r e ,  t h r e e  t h e r e ,  we'd 
keep t h i s .  Then t h e  companies would r e p o r t  t o  Colonel  BARKER 
t h a t  t hey  k i l l e d  s o  many h e r e ,  and we 'd  keep t h a t  and what 
u n i t  and eve ry th ing .  I know i n  a  couple  of i n s t a n c e s  they  
would c l a r i f y  t h i s  through Colonel  BARKER i f  t h e  t r a f f i c  
would s low down. We would never  break i n  t o  ask them about  
it. This  w a s  mostly t h e  way t h a t  it w a s  k e p t .  They d i d  
t h a t  and t h a t ,  and then  a f t e r  t h i n g s  would slow down, they  
would go back through t h i s  and what t hey  d i d .  

Q. Do you remember be ing  s t a r t l e d  dur ing- -a t  any
t i m e  du r ing  t h a t  morning, a s  an i n t e l l i g e n c e  s e r g e a n t ,  
by some of  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  you r ece ived?  

A. No, s ir ,  n o t  t h a t  I remember. 

Q . Do you remember g e t t i n g  a body count  of 84, 
probably t h e  h i g h e s t  body count  you had e v e r  heard? 
Colonel  BARKER c a l l e d  it i n ?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember a body count  of  84  be ing  
c a l l e d  i n  a t  one t i m e .  I know, I t h i n k ,  s i r ,  what Colonel  
BARKER--I remember a body count .  I don 't remember i f  it 
w a s  8 4  o r  what it was. A l o t  of t h i s  w a s  when Warlord 
would say  they  g o t  two o r  t h r e e  o r  s o  f o r t h  ove r  he re .  
Colonel  BARKER would say he g o t  s o  f o r t h  and s o  on. Then 
as w e  t o t a l e d  t h e s e  up, now sometimes t h e  c o l o n e l  would 
then ,  i n  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  commanders, would 
take a l l  t h i s  body count and c a l l  it i n  a t  one t ime .  

Q . C a l l  it i n  t o  whom? 
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A, C a l l  it i n  t o  the  TOC. 

Q. Your TOC, n o t  the  br igade  d i r e c t ?  

A. No, sir.  He'd c a l l  it i n t o  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  TOC? 
and sometime some of t h i s  had been repor ted  before .  The 
l a r g e  body count,  I would say t h i s  morning, i f  it w a s  t h a t  
morning, I d o n ' t  remember, would come from a--from t h i s  area, 

Q . Sergeant  STEPHENS, I understand a l l  dur ing  t h e  
morning of t h e  16 th  you were g e t t i n g  r e p o r t s  i n  from t h e  
Sharks and t h e  Warlords. You received about 15 VC repor ted  
k i l l e d .  We have t h e  l o g  and t h e  t a p e ,  and then  Colonel 
BARKER c a l l e d  in 84 k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y .  I d o n ' t  know 
exac t ly  what he c a l l e d  i n .  H e  was q u i t e  s u r p r i s e d  on t h e  
r a d i o  h imsel f ,  and he c a l l e d  back t o  t h e  TOC and t o l d  them 
he was on h i s  way back and would g ive  you t h e  word about 
what was going on. You d e a l  with enemy casual t i -es .  Sergeant  
JOFFNSON told u s  he s u b t r a c t e d  15 from the  84 t h a t  had been 
preulously repor-ted by t h e  Sharks and the  Warlords. That 
would be 69. A t  0 840 on your log ,  Company C has  counted 
69  VC KIA i n  the  south p a r t  of My Lai.  The a c t i o n  taken:  
l l t h  Brigade n o t i f i e d .  Would t h a t  have been you t h a t  
n o t i f i e d  l l t h  Brigade? 

A.  M e  o r  Sergeant  JOHNSON, sir .  

Q. When you gave enemy l o c a t i o n s ,  d i d  you g ive  them 
i n  the  clear? I f  you had enemy dead t h a t  were your body 
count, d id  you g ive  those coordina tes  i n  t h e  c l e a r ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

(COL FRANKLIN i s  looking a t  Exh ib i t  M-16.) 

Q. This i s  an a e r i a l  photo of the  hamlet of My 
Lai ;  1 inch equals  80 meters.  The CA was about he re .  
As  I r e c a l l  somewhere around he re ,  i n  the  v i l l a g e ,  was a 
count given t o  you of 84 KIA which you people changed, i n  
your TOC, t o  69. That r e p o r t  t h a t  went up t o  l l t h  Brigade 
was up h e r e  about 800 meters d i f f e r e n c e .  Do you have any 
idea  why t h e  discrepancy i n  t h e  r epor t ing  of t h e  Location of 
69 bodies? 

A. No, sir.  
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&. One count has them i n s i d e  the  v i l l a g e ,  and the  

nex t  has  them o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  This was t h e  r e p o r t  

t h a t  t h e  l l t h  Brigade and the  Pmerical  Divis ion rece ived .  

It was a l s o  4 5  minutes l a t e r  from t h e  time t h a t  you people 
took t h i s  c a l l  i n .  But I ' d  j u s t  l i k e  t o  know, I want you 
t o  th ink  hard ,  why the  d i f f e r e n c e  from i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  where 

. 	 BARKER gave it t o  you, t o  o u t  he re  where you gave it t o  
l l t h  Brigade o r  where the  l l t h  Brigade recorded them? 

A. Well, s i r  (looking a t  Exh ib i t  P-1) , d i d  they 
g e t  the  S2  records?  This i s  the  log  from task  fo rce .  There 
i s  an S2 record  t h a t  I k e p t ,  and it more o r  l e s s  c a r r i e d  
a d a i l y  t o t a l ,  t he  u n i t  t h a t  go t  i t ,  t h e  coordina tes  and 
everyth ing ,  and w a s  w r i t t e n  up more o r  l e s s  i n  a log  s t y l e  
i n  i t s e l f .  I t  was kep t  i n  a notebook b inder ,  and I was 
j u s t  wondering i f  t h e  coordina tes  from t h e  S2 record  
corresponded wi th  t h e  S3 log .  

' 7 

Q - We d o n ' t  have any S2 records .  Where were those 

records  kept?  


A. I k e p t  these  records  and turned  them i n t o  the  

br igade  S2. 


Q.  You turned them i n t o  br igade  S2? 

A. Yes , sir.  

Q. This  i s  an S2 log? 

A, This  i s  an S2 , record  of t h i s  opera t ion .  

Q. You kep t  an S2 record  of t h e  opera t ion?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  more o r  l e s s  i n  an I N T S U M  s t y l e .  

Q. Did you keep your own no tes ;  d id  you keep a l o t  of 
notes?  

A, .  Yes, s ir .  

Q 	 Do you have any of your no tes?  
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A. You mean my personal  notes .  No, I kep t  an S2 re-
cord; t h a t ' s  t h e  one I w a s  t a l k i n g  about t h a t  w a s  tu rned  in-
t o  t h e  S2. So that  could be where it came, sir. The S 3  could 
r n f l e c t  the coordina tes ,  but  i f  I c a l l e d  it i n ,  I could have 
r a l l e d  i n  t h c  coordina tes  t h a t  was given m e  and t h e  coordi- 
pa tes  t h a  i s  %ere, t h e r e  could be a mistake t h e r e  be-
tween S2 and S 3  coordina tes .  I f  t h e  br igade  has d i f f e r e n t  
coordinates  h e r e  I 'm s u r e  ' b r igade  put  down p o i n t s  t h a t  
was given t o  them and s e n t  t o  Americal, and it could have 
j u s t  been a mistake made i n  t h e  coordinates .  

Q .  But t h e  f a c t s  t h a t  t h e  coordina tes  a r e  i n  the 
v i l l a g e  on one hand and k i l l e d  from a r t i l l e r y ,  as repor ted  
t o  you, and o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  could have some s ign i f i cance .  
Now t h i s  r e p o r t ,  you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  f e e l i n g s  about sud-
denly an a d d i t i o n a l  69 o r  a t o t a l  by 0840 i n  t h e  morning, 
t h a t  is  9 or 10 minutes after touchdown, you k i l l e d  84 VC. 
What has joilLgon In  t h e  TOC? What was t h e  f e e l i n g  in the TOC? 

A. A c t ~ L a l l y ,t h e r e  w a s  more a j u b i l a n t  f e e l i n g  t h a t  
they had, s i x .  I remember t h e  personnel  t h a t  were i n  t h e r e ,  
and t h e r e  were s e v e r a l ,  were j u s t  s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  TOC list-
ening t o  t h e  r a d i o ,  and it w a s  a j u b i l a n t  f e e l i n g  about it 
t h a t  they had k i l l e d  t h i s  many. Well, they w e r e  j u s t  hop- 
ing  and they  were n o t  th ink ing  something on t h i s  l i n e .  

Q- Who was on t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n ?  Who w a s  
monitoring t h a t  r a d i o ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  Captain VAZQUEZ had gone with t h e  
colonel  t h a t  morning, s i r ,  s o  t h a t  would leave--he had a s e r -
geant ,  Sergeant  F i r s t  Class DODY, o r  a spec 4--he had a spec 
4 and a PFC t h a t  were working. I d o n ' t  know which one was 
on the  r a d i o  a t  t h a t  t ime. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  how long the  prep was, how many 
rounds were f i r e d ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember how many rounds o r  how 
long it was, bu t  it w a s  a b ig  one. 

Q. You weren ' t  s u r p r i s e d  by the  6 9  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ?  
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A. I t  would be  by a r t i l l e r y ,  y e s ,  sir.  But them 
r e p o r t i n g  t h a t  many, w e l l  what I thought  and what everyone 
thought  i n  t h e  TOC w a s  t h a t  t hey  had r e a l l y  caught them i n  
t h i s  v i l l a g e  and eve ry th ing .  I never  thought  of  it as  a r t i l -
l e r y  k i l l i n g  t h a t  many. C h a r l i e  Company is  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  
a r t i l l e r y  i s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  gunships  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  and j-f t hey  
had r e a l l y  caught  them it could  be p o s s i b l e .  

9 Were you aware of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  one 
man i n  Task Force Barker  h u r t  by a grenade o r  a b u l l e t  o r  
any th ing  o t h e r  t h a n  a booby t r a p  on t h a t  day? Were you aware 
of t h a t  as i n t e l l i g e n c e  s e r g e a n t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember, s i r ,  j u s t  what were t h e  
c a s u a l t i e s  on t h i s .  I d o n ' t  remember, s i r ,  i f  it w a s  anyone 
k i l l e d  t h i s  day o r  n o t ,  s i r .  

Q. But t h e  p o i n t  I ' m  making is you had 128 body 
count  a t  t h e  end of t h e  day, You had nobody i n  your  t a s k  
f o r c e  t h a t  w a s  h u r t  by enemy a c t i o n ,  o t h e r  t han  booby t r a p s .  
Was t h i s  f a c t  known o r  d i s c u s s e d  o r  d i d  you know t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I t  w a s  d i s c u s s e d .  The b r igade  S2 
s e r g e a n t  t a l k e d  t o  me about  t h i s ,  a s  t o  how they  could  k i l l  
s o  many enemy and no one l o s e  anyone. 

Q. The brigade S2 s e r g e a n t  t a l k e d  t o  you about t h a t ,  
Do you remember .what h i s  name was? 

A. GERBERDING. G-E-R-B-E-R-D-I-N-G. 

Q. Did you e v e r  hea r  anyone e l s e  around t h i s  t i m e  
o r  e v e r  l a t e r  on t a l l r  about--you a l r e a d y  mentioned t h a t  
around t h e  b r i g a d e  TOC, people  t a l k e d  about  k i l l i n g  a l o t  
of  c i v i l i a n s ,  and now you mentioned Se rgean t  GERBERDING. Did 
you e v e r  h e a r  anyone e l s e  t a l k  about  t h i s  a c t i o n ,  about a l o t  
of  c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  o r  f a l s e  body counts  o r  very s t range- -  
no c a s u a l t i e s  i n  Task Force Barker  w i t h  a h igh  body count ,  and 
few weapons? 

A. No, s i r ,  it could  have been. I t  was j u s t  never  
h a r d l y  any th ing  s a i d  about  it. 
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Q- Around t h e  br igade TOC--you went from Task Force 
Barker up to  brigade CP a f t e r  d i s s o l u t i o n  a t  Task Force Bar -
ker?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I w a s  ass igned t o  br igade.  

Q AF what? 

A .  A s  the a s s i s t a n t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  sergeant .  And when 
t l z y  formed Task Force B x k e r  they pu l l ed  personnel  from bri-
gad- he ~ d q u a r t e r st o  form headquar ters  of Task Force B a r -
ker .  

Q- You heard t h i s  t a l k  around br igade  headquarters .  
Was tx>a tp r e t t y  common t a l k ?  

A. No, sir ,  nothing l i k e  t h a t .  W e l l ,  they  would g e t  
t o  t a l k i n g ,  someone would be t a l k i n g  and say ,  "Look a t  t h a t  
body court bhat Task F ~ r c eBarker had." And someone would say, 
"Weli, a bu:ch .;\f c i v ~ l i a n s ," o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  

Q They were t a l k i n g  about My L a i  ope ra t ion  o r  t h e  
whole Task E'orce Barker? 

A. I assume they were t a l k i n g  about My Lai .  
L .. 

Q. Did you ever  hea r  any o f f i c e r s  make s ta tements  
l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. So t h i s  w a s  t h e  f e e l i n g  a t  l e a s t  from the  people
i n  the  brigade TOC. Were they kidding o r  d i d  t h e r e  seem t o  
be some t ru- th  i n  t h a t ?  What was your impression? How d i d  you 
take  t h a t ?  What was your f e e l i n g ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  t ake  it as c i v i l i a n s  f o r  t h e  simple rea-
son t h a t  on the first i n c i d e n t  t h a t  Bravo Company was involved 
i n  t h i s  a rea ;  Lieutenant  O L E Y 1 s  t r acks  came back wi th  
ho les  i n  them, i n  the  f r o n t  of them, s h o t  up, ho les  through 
the  s i d e s  which nothing but a . 5 0  c a l i b e r  could have done, and 
one w a s  h i t  with a B-40 o r  57 r e c o i l e s s  r i f l e .  They received 
f i r e  from a l l  around and h i s  company was more o r  l e s s  surround-
ed, and he had one platoon t h a t  was completely c u t  o f f .  Bravo 
Company go t  out  of t h a t ,  and I d o n ' t  t h ink  they  l o s t  but  two 
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men t h a t  day. And I d o n ' t  t h i n k  Bravo Company brought a weap-
on o u t  e i t h e r ,  sir.  

Q I  How many VC dld they  r e p o r t  k i l i i n g ?  

A. They r e p o r t e d  60 something I b e l i e v e  it was. I 
b e l i e v e  it w a s  6 0 ,  50, 60. There were 60 some, s i r .  And 
a l l  t h e  men and a l l  t h e  o f f i c e r s  and t h e  commander s a i d  t h a t  
t h i s  was, that t h i s  f i g u r e  was l o w  as  t o  what was a c t u a l l y  
t h e r e .  And they  d i d  n o t  have any weapons f o r  t h e  s imple  r ea -
s o n . t h a t  they  could n o t  p i ck  them up. They could  no t  g e t  
them. 

why? 

A. They were j u s t  i n  such a s i t u a t i o n :  they  had a 
p l a t o o n  t h a t  w a s  c u t  o f f .  They were o u t  i n  t h e  r i c e  padd ie s ,  
t h e  enemy w a s  i n  t h e  a r e a  around. They were r e c e i v i n g  t h i s  
.50 c a l i b e r  f i r e ,  s m a l l  a r m s  f i r e ,  mor ta r  f i r e ,  and they  had a 
p l a t o o n  c u t  o f f .  They went i n  t o  g e t  t h i s  p l a t o o n ,  and a t  t h i s  
t i m e  some of t h e  men wanted t o  p i ck  up t h e  weapons. Then 
Captain  MICHLXS made t h e  s t a t emen t  when he g o t  back t h a t  he 
g o t  on t o  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  and t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  was t a l k i n g  about  
it, t h a t  he p icked  up a .50 c a l i b e r  and was going t o  throw it 
on t h e  t r a c k .  The c a p t a i n  made him throw it down and t o l d  
them they  would g e t  t h e  weapons a f t e r  they  g o t  t h e  men o u t .  
And when they g o t  t o  t h e  men, w e l l ,  t hey  had moved i n  behind 
them, and they  c o u l d n ' t  move o u t  t h e  way they  went i n .  
They had t o  g e t  o u t ,  and t h i s  was i n  t h i s  same a r e a .  

Q I n  t h a t  tremendous b a t t l e  they  only took two cas-
u a l t i e s ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  it w a s  two o r  t h r e e  c a s u a l t i e s  and 
two o r  t h r e e  wounded. They w a s  t a l k i n g  about  t h a t ,  and they  
sa id ,  "Well,  how can you k i l l  a l l  t h a t  and n o t  g e t  t h e  weapons. 
Why d o n ' t  you g e t  t h e  weapons?" And I ' v e  s een  Captain MICHLES 
real c a r r i e d  away about  it because people  would--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Who w a s  t a l k i n g  t o  him about t h a t ,  
who w a s  s a y i n g  t h a t ?  

A.  The br igade--Sergeant  GERBERDING made t h e  s t a t e m e n t  
t o  m e ,  "How could  you k i l l  t h i s  many enemy and n o t  g e t  t h e  
weapons ? I s  
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Q- He made t h a t  about t h a t  a c t i o n ,  then  he made t h e  
same statement  about t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  

A. About t h a t  i n c i d e n t ,  yes ,  sir. And then a f t e r  
t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  a f t e r  the  My Lai  i n c i d e n t ,  t h i s  was a f t e r  I w a s  
back i n  br igade ,  and he t o l d  m e ,  I don ' t  t h i n k  it was anyone 
else t a l k i n g ,  j u s t  me and him i n  the  S2 s e c t i o n ,  and one day 
he t o l d  me t h a t  the  P I 0  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  were a l o t ,  he d i d n ' t  
say many o r  anything, he s a i d  t h e r e  were a l o t  of c i v i l i a n s  
k i l l e d .  

Q I n  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Let  me ask you about i n  the  TOC and t h a t  t h i n g  you
dlacdssed about the  c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d .  Would you go over  
t h a t  again? Tha t ' s  extremely important  t o  us t h a t  you re-
c o l l e c t  whether t h e r e  was a person t h a t  s a i d  t h i s ,  o r  Major 
WATKE, o r  over  the  r a d i o .  Generally what time? Early i n  t h e  
opera t ion  o r  l a t e  i n  t h e  day o r  what? 

A. It was a f t e r .  Char l i e  Company was on t h e  ground, b u t  
I th ink  t h e  r e p o r t  came before  the  major came up t o  the  TOC, 
because it w a s  while the  opera t ion  was t ak ing  p lace .  I t  w a s  
n o t  l a t e  i n  the  day, I don 't th ink .  I would say about mid-
morning. And then--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  What was the  con ten t  of this 
message t h a t  you remember? 

A. That they ' r e  k i l l i n g  innocent  c i v i l i a n s  o u t  here.  

Q Major CALHOUN, you remember, acknowledged t h a t  
message? 

A. I 'm su re  a s  I remember t h a t  Major CALHOUN was on 
the  r a d i o  a t  t h i s  time and acknowledged t h a t .  Colonel BARKER 
may have heard t h i s  and come i n  and asked Major CALHOUN some-
t h i n g  about what he had s a i d .  He asked what he had s a i d  bu t  
Major CALHOUN s a i d  something t o  t h e  colonel  t o  t h e  e f f e c t ,  
"Check and s e e  what ' s  going on ,"  o r  something. 

Q. Did the  colonel  say t h a t  t o  CALHOUN? 
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A. No, sir.  Major CALHOUN t o l d  the  colonel  t h a t  the  
Warlords s a i d  they were k i l l i n g  innocent c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h i s  
a r e a  and check what was going on, b u t  it was no t  c a r r i e d  on 
very long. The n e t  w a s  c l e a r .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  Major WATKE coming up t o  the  TOC 
a f t e r  t h a t ?  Any d iscuss ions  about k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  He came t o  t h e  TOC, bu t  now what was 
s a i d  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q - You d o n ' t  know? 

A. No, sir ,  I remember when he came i n ,  he came i n  
the  f r o n t  of the  TOC. I d o n ' t  remember i f  he t a l k e d  t o  Ser-
geant  JOHNSON o r  i f  he asked f o r  Major CALHOUN o r  i f  he was 
t h e r e ,  But I remember him and Major CALHOUN t a l k e d .  Now what 
was s a i d  I don't--what they s a i d  it was more o r  l e s s  t h e i r  
conversat ion.  

Q. Did anything,  any message, go out  o r  something
happen i n  t h a t  TOC as a followup t o  t h i s ,  any messages 
go ou t  o r  any d i r e c t i o n s  o r  orders  come from Major CALHOUN 
o r  Colonel BARKER t o  check something o r  s t o p  something o r  t o  
do something? 

A, S i r ,  I c a n ' t  say f o r  su re .  I t  seems t h a t  Major 
CALHOUN, when he go t  t h e  r e p o r t ,  i n  h i s  t a l k i n g  with the  
co lone l ,  r e a l  b r i e f  s a i d  something t o  check what t h e y ' r e  
doing o r  s e e  w h a t  t h e y ' r e  doing o r  words t o  t h i s .  

Q. I n  o t h e r  words going back ou t?  

A, He w a s  o u t  then. 

Q *  He was a i rborne?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Wouldn't he monitor the  same t r a f f i c ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  he would monitor it, sir .  But i n  h i s  
choppex a l o t  of times he could m i s s  t h ings .  A l o t  of times 
you would have t o  say th ings  over  t o  h i m  aga in .  I mean he 
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would hear  you t a l k  t o  him, and he 'd  have t o  come and ask 
you what you s a i d .  And t h a t  may have been what it was, t h a t  
he c a l l e d  Major CALHOUN t o  know what they had s a i d ,  o r  
Major CALHOUN c a l l e d  him. But anyway, t h e r e  was a b r i e f  
contac t  betwezn t h e  colonel  and t h e  major. 

Q K i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s ?  Do you remember, i s  t h i s  a re-
p o r t  t h a t  came i n ?  Somebody j u s t  c a s u a l  o r  d i d  t h e  guy s e e m  
e x c i t e d  o r  how d i d  it s t r i k e  you, t h i s  r e p o r t  o r  whatever it 
was? What w a s  your f e e l i n g  when you heard t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

A. No, sir ,  it wasn't--the major j u s t ,  from t h e  W a r -
l o r d s ,  made t h e  c a l l .  I t  came i n  something t h a t  t h e s e  people 
are k i l l i n g  innocent  c i v i l i a n s  o u t  here .  I t  wasn ' t  i n  a way 
t h a t  it was a big--nothing r e a l  b i g  t h i n g  going on. H e  j u s t  
s a i d  t h e y ' r e  k i l l i n g  innocent  c i v i l i a n s  and he  d idn ' t - -

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  You're t a l k i n g  about CALHOUN talk-
i n t  t o  BARKER? 

A. No, sir. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  major from t h e  
Warlords c a l l i n g  Major CALHOUN on t h e  i n i t i a l  r e p o r t .  

Q Was t h e  Warlord Alpha 3 ,  ~ l p h aLead? 

A. I don ' t  know i f  he was Alpha Lead. 

Q Why do you say t h a t  it was a major c a l l i n g ?  

A. I say t h a t  it i s  a major because he was t h e  corn-
mander. I t  may not  have been b u t  I know it came from t h e  
Warlords, and I say it was t h e  major because he was t h e i r  
commander. 

Q This  i s  a very good deduction b u t  it may no t  be 
c o r r e c t .  He may have been f l y i n g  a low gun and had h i s  F M  
r a d i o  on t h e  bubble F M  and c o u l d n ' t  have monitored your "push." 
But you don1t r e a l l y  know h i s  voice.  You j u s t  assumed it was 
him because he w a s  t h e  leader? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  i f  Colonel BARKER ever  go t  on t h e  
ground a t  any time a t  MY L,ai ( 4 )  t h i s  day? 
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A. S i r ,  n o t  on h i s  f i r s t  tank of f u e l .  On the  f i r s t  
t i m e  he went ou t  he d i d n ' t  then .  But now a f t e r  he came back 
and r e f u e l e d  and went o u t  I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember 
i f  he was o r  no t .  

Q D o  you r e c a l l  Major CALHOUN t ak ing  t h a t  chopper
and f l y i n g  o u t  l a t e r  i n  t h e  af ternoon? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  it was tha t - - I  b e l i e v e  it may have 
been t h a t  day o r  a f te rnoon.  A f t e r  the  major came back in--
t h i s  was t h e  Warlord major--came back i n  and came t o  the  TOC, 
I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  Colonel BARKER--when Major CALHOUN c a l l e d  him, 
he could have went down t o  the  ground. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  but  when 
t h e  major came back and came i n  the  TOC--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Which major? 

A.  The Warlord major, and was t a l k i n g  t o  Major CALHOUN. 
I b e l i e v e  the  colonel  came back i n  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h i s .  He was 
n o t  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t ime, b u t  I be l i eve .  Colonel BARKER came i n  
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h i s .  And I know the opera t ion  had ceased, t h e r e  
was no b i g  opera t ion  any more. Now what was s a i d  and what 
a c t u a l l y  happened, I don 't ' know. They may have gone back o u t  
t h a t  a f te rnoon,  

Q. A f t e r  they had t a l k e d ,  Colonel BARKER, Major WATKE, 
and Major CALHOUN, i n  the  conversat ion d id  Colonel BARKER o r  
CALHOUN come i n t o  the TOC and say,  "Cal l  B Company and t e l l  
them t o  do t h i s  o r  t h a t , "  o r  give you any i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. I d o n ' t  remember exac t ly  what 
happened a f t e r  this. It seems t h a t  br igade  was up t h a t  a f t e r -
noon, too.  I t  was e i t h e r  t h a t  a f te rnoon o r  t h e  next  morning 
t h a t  t h e  br igade  commander was up. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  ever  hear ing  General KOSTER being on 
your "push"? Did they ever  mention t h a t  t o  you i n  your TOC? 

A. That day, s i r ?  

Q. Yes. 

A, I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  day, s ir .  He was up e i t h e r  
t h a t  a f te rnoon o r  the  next  morning, and it seems t h a t  when t h e  

(STEPHENS ) 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-74 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


br igade  commander came up he came up. H e  may have n o t  come in -  
t o  t h e  TOC. H e  came up and went t o  the f i e l d  though. H e  w a s  
i n  t h e  area, sir. I d o n ' t  know i f  it was t h a t  a f te rnoon o r  t h e  
nex t  morning. 

Q .  Did you e v e r  h e a r  any d i scuss ion  about Colonel 
HENDERSON o r  h igher  o r  br igade  o r  somebody w a s  concerned and 
wanted t h i n g s  checked i n t o  on t h e  16th? 

A. Y e s ,  sir,  I know it w a s  on t h e  a c t i o n  of the 16th.  
The only t h i n g  t h a t  I do know, sir, i s ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  t h e r e  w a s  
never anykhing t a l k e d  about o r  i f  t h e r e  w a s  I never  knew 
anything about it, I never knew m y t h i n g  w a s  going on or any-
t h i n g  about  t h i s  u n t i l  someone, I d o n ' t  remember j u s t  who, it 
could have been Major CALHOUN or Sergeant  JOHNSON o r  someone 
I w a s  t a l k i n g  t o ,  s a i d  they w e r e  going t o  conduct an inves t iga -
t i o n  of what took p l a c e  o u t  a t  My L a i  t h a t  day, and t h a t ' s  j u s t  
about a l l  t h a t  I e v e r  heard. 

Q . That was wi th in  a few days o r  a day of t h i s  per iod .  

A, Yes, very s h o r t l y ,  I d o n ' t  know whether it w a s  the 
next  day, b u t  very s h o r t l y .  

Q Do you remember hea r ing  anything on t h e  16 th  
about some c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  and wanting t o  
check i n t o  t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  On t h i s  day, I b e l i e v e  it was t h a t  a f t e r -  
noon, Captain MEDINA was i n  t h e  TOC and t h e r e  was something 
about c i v i l i a n s .  There was something about some t a l k  t h a t  
t h e r e  was some c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d ,  and they were k i l l e d  by a r -
t i l l e r y .  Someone made t h e  remark, " I s  t h a t  where you g e t  a l l  
t h i s  body count?" H'3 sa id--I  d o n ' t  know i f  i t ' s  t h i s  opera t ion  
t h a t  I ' v e  mixed up with another  bu t  it seems t h a t  Char l ie  
Company--29 s t i c k s  i n  my mind from some o p e r a t i o n  
as a body count ,  I d o n ' t  know whether it was Char l i e  Company 
o r  one of t h e  o t h e r  companies. But the  remark was made t h a t  
a r t i l l e r y  k i l l e d  the  c i v i l i a n s ,  k i l l e d  some c i v i l i a n s ,  bu t  
none of them were counted i n  t h e  body count.  

Q. To whom d i d  he say that? Who heard t h a t ?  
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A.  I th ink  it was Captain MEDINA t h a t  made t h a t  s t a t e -
ment i n  t h e  TOC, i n  genera l ,  s i r .  

Q. Who would say, "Captain,  is t h a t  how you g e t  your
body count?" Would a se rgean t  say t h a t  o r  a f i e l d  grade of-
f i c e r ?  

A. No, I th ink  t h a t  it was me o r  Sergeant  J O H N S O N  o r  
maybe Captain KOTOUC o r  someone i n  t h e  TOC,  Captain MEDINA 
w a s  i n  t h e  TOC, and someone s a i d  something about the  b ig  body 
count o r  something. I know t h e  remark was made t h a t  s a i d  t h a t  
yes ,  t h e r e  was a l o t  of c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d ,  but  s a i d  the  
c i v i l i a n s  were n o t  counted i n  t h e  body count.  

Q There was a remark made t h a t  a l o t  of c i v i l i a n s  
were k i l l e d ,  i n  t h e  TOC? 

A.  Yes, sir.  This was a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion .  Now, I 
d o n ' t  know how long a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion .  

Q. But you never heard of Colcnel HENDERSON being
personal ly  concerned o r  br igade  callZng down t o  check any-
t h i n g  ou t  o r  a message from t h e  t a s k  fo rce .  

A. You mean while t h e  opera t ion  was going on? 

Q. Yes. 

A, W e l l  it seemed t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON came up t h a t  
day, and I know t h e  opera t ion  stopped. I d i d n ' t  hear  anything 
about it, I would j u s t  assume t h a t  someone had stopped it. 
But I d i d n ' t  hear  any message--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  What do you mean t h e  opera t ion
stopped? 

A. Well, it wasn ' t  a b i g  opera t ion  l i k e  it was. I t  
w a s  supposed t o  l a s t  a few days but  it d i d n ' t .  I t  d i d n ' t  go 
on. 

MR WEST: You mean the  opera t ion  was c u t  o f f ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  The personnel  were moved ou t  of the  
a r e a  qu icker  than I assume t h a t  they were intended t o  be 
moved ou t .  

COL FRANKLIN: About how long an opera t ion  was t h i s  supposed 
t o  have been? 
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A. Three o r  four  days. 

Q- Do you remelaher how long your A0 extens ion  w a s  
f o r ?  

A, No, sir, I don ' t .  

Q - W e l l ,  w e  know t h a t  C Company w a s  l i f t e d  o u t  on 
t h e  18th ,  which would have been t h e  16 th ,  17 th ,  and p a r t  o f  
t h e  18th.  So we  know t h e  opera t ion  went about two and a 
h a l f  days. Did you have t h e  r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  it w a s  c u t  
s h o r t e r  than you thought it was going t o  be? 

A, They s t ayed  i n  t h i s  area, sir. I mean they s t ay -  
ed i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  an opera t ion  
going on. 

Q - W e l l ,  they were moving around. They d i d n ' t  s t a y  i n  
M y  L a i  ( 4 ) - They moved t o  the  n o r t h e a s t  and l inked  up wi th  B 
Company? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - The next  day they moved down p a s t  H i l l  85 a l l  t h e  
way t o  the  south ,  down around the Song T r a  Khuc River ,  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- And they moved up t h e  next  day t o  t h e  nor th  around 
P i n k v i l l e  and were e x t r a c t e d .  

A. I d o n ' t  remember j u s t  how--what a l l  took p lace ,  
but the  opera t ion  s t a r t e d  t h a t  morning, and then it seemed, 
w e l l ,  it was just n o t  a b i g  opera t ion .  What I mean, I d o h ' t  
know i f  it came t o  a complete s t a n d s t i l l .  Maybe they were 
s t i l l  i n  t h e  a rea .  I d o n ' t  remember j u s t  what they were 
doing, b u t  I know t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON and maybe d i v i s i o n  
came i n  and went out  t o  t h i s  a r e a  where Char l ie  Company had 
operated.  I d o n ' t  know what they d i d ,  and I don ' t  know what 
happened o r  anything about t h i s .  

Q .  You mentioned br igade TOC people a r e  t a l k i n g  about 
c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  and body counts and Sergeant  GERBERDING has 
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c a l l e d  down and asked you about t h i s .  H e  t a l k e d  t o  you about 
it la ter ,  t h a t  t h e  PI0  t a l k e d  about c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d .  I assume 
t h a t  o t h e r  people--we've had o t h e r  tes t imony t h a t  t h i s  was 
t a l k e d  about  around b r igade .  What d i d  t h e  people  i n  t h e  Task 
Force Barker headqua r t e r s  t h i n k  about  t h i s  body count?  

A. S i r ,  Sergeant  GERBERDING d i d n ' t  c a l l  m e  a t  any 
t i m e  t o  t a l k  about  t h i s .  Now t h i s  was t a l k e d  a f t e r  I r e t u r n -
ed t o  b r igade  headqua r t e r s .  

Q H e  never  c a l l e d  you down t o  ask you about  t h e  128? 

A. No, s ir .  Sergeant  GERBERDING d i d n ' t  say anyth ing  
a t  a l l  u n t i l  a f t e r  I r e t u r n e d  back t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  headquar te rs  
S2. Then, one t ime he w a s  t a l k i n g  i n  t h e  b r igade  S2 and some-
t h i n g  about  people--I  d o n ' t  know how it come about - - jus t  t a l k -
ed about  o p e r a t i o n s  and d i f f e r e n t  u n i t s  and what they had done 
and every th ing .  He brought it up t h a t  t h e r e  was a l o t  of body 
count t h a t  Task Force Barker had accumulated over  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  
and something about  t h a t  they  k i l l e d  a l o t  of innocent  c i v i l i a n s .  
He s a i d  they  d o n ' t  g e t  t h e  weapons, t hen  he mentioned on t h i s  
las t  o p e r a t i o n  which was t h e  My L a i  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  P I 0  
had t o l d  him--I b e l i e v e  it was a Spec 4 o r  Spec 5 ROBERTS 
t h a t  t o l d  him t h a t  a l o t  of c i v i l i a n s  w e r e  k i l l e d .  The o t h e r  
personnel  t h a t  would mention it, it was more o r  less--I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  they  w e r e  s e r i o u s  i n  what they  w e r e  saying--personnel 
would be t a l k i n g  and say  t h a t  Task Force Barker k i l l e d  a l o t  
of innocent  c i v i l i a n s  o r  Task Force Barker g o t  a bunch of 
innocent  c i v i l i a n s .  Not i n  a ser ious- -

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  S o r t  o f  joking? 

A. Y e s ,  n o t  i n  a s e r i o u s  way. 

Q. What i s  Sergeant  GERBERDING's f i r s t  name; i s  he 
an E-8? 

A. H e ' s  a s e r g e a n t  major now. 

Q. Do you know where he i s ?  

H e  came back t o  F o r t  Polk ,  Louis iana .  
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Q - I ' m  going t o  show you an a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  
made on the My L a i  ope ra t ion  by Task Force Barker da ted  
28 March and marked Exh ib i t  R-2. Have you ever  seen t h a t  
before? 

A. . I 've 
r e p o r t .  

seen p a r t s  of it, sir; n o t  the  complete 

QI What p a r t s  have you seen? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h i s  p a r t  here .  I drawed 
here.  Of course,  Colonel BARKER I th ink  made 

t h i s  p a r t  
-- o r  some-

one -- I know Colonel BARKER is t h e  one who gave it t o  me. 
H e  had t h i s  drawn on a map, and then  I made over lays  of 
t h i s .  I b e l i e v e  it was t h i s  here.  (Witness w a s  r e f e r r i n g  
t o  ske tch  map which i s  an i n c l o s u r e  t o  Exh ib i t  R-2.) 

Q- I f  you n o t i c e  where you have t h e  two companies 
land, you have C Company landing  t o  the  south and moving 
up. Tha t ' s  con t ra ry  t o  t h e  information we  have. They 
landed t o  t h e  w e s t  of My Lai  and moved e a s t .  Do you have 
any i d e a  how t h a t  g o t  -- t h i s  i s  n o t  a c o r r e c t  ske tch?  

A, No, sir,  I had nothing t o  do with making t h i s  
cha r t .  The only t h i n g  I d i d  w a s  t o  make r e p r i n t s .  I had 
nothing t o  do with making it. 

Q. Did you f requent ly  t u r n  i n  combat a c t i o n  re-
p o r t s ?  

A, No, sir.  On some o t h e r  opera t ions ,  I would 
draw overlays f o r  t h i s  same--like t h i s  f o r  Colonel BARKER. 
I would t r a c e  overlays f o r  him, bu t  I never made these .  On 
a l l  t h e  opera t ions  and a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s ,  I assume t h a t ' s  
the  same t h i n g ,  I ' d  draw overlays a f t e r  they had been drawn-- 

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Who typed these  up? Who prepared 
these?  Who wrote these  a f t e r  a c t i o n  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  f o r  Task 
Force Barker? 

A. I be l i eve  t h i s  was done a t  11th  I n f a n t r y ,  a t  
br igade  headquar ters .  I be l i eve  t h i s  information w a s  s e n t  
t o  br igade headquarters .  I be l i eve  they d i d  t h i s  a t  br igade 
headquarters .  
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a .  I n s t e a d  of Headquarters,  Task Force Barker, 
11 th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade, Why do you th ink  t h a t ?  

A. Because, s i r ,  we d i d n ' t  have the  c a p a b i l i t y  of 
doing it. I mean we had a typewr i t e r  and everyth ing  but  
we j u s t  had one c l e r k  and one typewr i t e r .  I would say 
I ' m  n o t  s u r e  -- t h a t  I never s a w  t h i s .  The only p a r t s  
t h a t  I d i d  s e e ,  I ' v e  seen t h i s  p a r t  and the  f r i e n d l y  
l o s s e s .  This was more o r  l e s s  v e r i f i e d  by my records  
because a t  t h e  end of the  day Sergeant  JOHNSON and 
myself would v e r i f y  records  i f  he had missed something 
i n  h i s  log .  This one c l e r k ,  a l l  he had was t o  keep the  
l o g s ,  and i f  he had something e l s e  t o  do he would m i s s  
sometimes o r  i f  t hese  r e p o r t s  were misplaced. I t r i e d  t o  
keep everything.  A t  t h e  end of the  day h e ' d  v e r i f y  t h a t  
he had everything.  The enemy l o s s e s  and f r i e n d l y  l o s s e s ,  
I ' v e  seen those ,  I d o n ' t  -- I would say t h a t  I v e r i f i e d  
-- t hey 'd  ask me f o r  a r e p o r t  of enemy l o s s e s  and per- 
sonnel  and f r i e n d l y  l o s s e s .  And t h i s  I would say is the  
same t h i n g  and t h a t  I had i n  my records .  (Witness ind i -  
ca ted  t h e  over lay  a t t ached  t o  Exhibi t ,  R-2 when s t a t i n g ,  
"I've seen  t h i s  p a r t .  " )  

Q. You d o n ' t  t h ink  Task Force Barker had t h e  
c a p a b i l i t y  t o  phys ica l ly  make t h i s  combat a c t i o n  a f t e r  
r e p o r t  i n  t h i s  form? 

A,  They could,  sir, they could.  

Q. Who's they? 

A.  Well, our c l e r k s ,  we had t h e  personnel ,  sir.  
I d i d n ' t  mean t h a t  w e  d i d n ' t  have the  personnel  capable 
of w r i t i n g  t h i s  up. 

Q .  But I mean p r i n t i n g  it. 

A. I mean we had the  one typewr i t e r  and the  one 
c l e r k  and I t h i n k  t h e  information would be w r i t t e n  up a t  
Task Force Barker,  perhaps. I would say t h a t  t h i s  r e p o r t  
was assembled and produced a t  br igade  headquar ters .  

Q Do you know what t h i s  r e p o r t  c o n t r o l  symbol 
r e f e r s  t o ,  who t h a t  i s ,  t h e  f i r s t  page of Exhib i t  R-2? 
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A. No, sir,  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Was t h a t  Task Force Barker 's  number? 

RCDX: Lefuse he answers t h a t  may we  have a s h o r t  re-
cess? 


(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1046 hours,  7 January 
1970.) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1050 hours,  7 January 
1970. ) 

COL FRANKLIN: I'm going t o  ask you t o  go back a l i t t l e  b i t  
t o  the  :-orning of 16 March when Colonel BARJXER came back to  
r e f u e l .  He probably g o t  i n  about 0830 o r  0900, probably 
<'>a--.t0"00 ,  -- t h i c k  the  r e p o r t  of 84 enemy KIA you re-
ceF7 ed -Y\ras logged i n  about 0840 and Colonel BARKER s a i d ,  
7' t h a t  t ime,  he was on the  way back t o  b r i n g  you up t o  d a t e ,  
dc you r e c a l l  when Colonel BARKER came i n ?  He would obvi- 
ously go r i g h t  t o  t h e  TOC. There was going t o  be a l o t  
of ques t ions  on what ' s  going on. Do you r e c a l l  any of t h e  
conversat ions a t  t h a t  time between Colonel BARKER and any- 
body e l s e  i n s i d e  t h e  TOC? 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he came i n  the  TOC when he 
came i n  t o  r e f u e l ,  He may have. I d o n ' t  remember, bu t  
I know sometimes he would -- sometimes he 'd  j u s t  come i n  
and go back. I d o n ' t  remember i f  he came i n  t h e  TOC t h i s  
t ime. 

Q. Colonel HENDERSON made a r e p o r t  of an i n v e s t i -
ga t ion  on t h e  M y  L a i  i n c i d e n t  which i s  da ted  24 A p r i l ,  
and we found t h i s  i n  t h e  s a f e  a t  t h e  S2 o f f i c e  of t h e  11th  
Brigade. Now, you worked i n  the  S2? Did you have t h e  
combination t o  t h e  s a f e ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you ever  go i n t o  the  sa fe?  

A. Yes, sir. I d id  have the  combination t o  the 
s a f e .  I d i d  l a t e r  when Sergeant GERBERDING went on leave.  
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Q I want t o  show a r e p o r t  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n
dated 24 A p r i l  which was found i n  the  S2 s a f e  and ask 
you i f  you've ever  seen t h a t  before  (Exhibi t  R-1)  ? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q What you a r e  looking a t  now i s  a VC pro-
paganda l e a f l e t  t r a n s l a t i o n .  Did you ever  see  t h a t  be-
fore?  This  i s  a t t ached  t o  Exh ib i t  R-1. 

A. No, sir. I f  I d i d  see it then  it would have 
been i n  Vietnamese. I never s a w  t h i s  before .  A l l  I ever  
s a w  was i n  t h e  form of s m a l l  l e a f l e t s  and i n  Vietnamese. 

Q. Did you ever  see  o r  hear  any k ind  of i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  conducted on the  opera t ion  by anyone and a t  any time? 

A. I never saw any i n v e s t i g a t d ~ no r  I was never 
i n  t h i s  a r e a  a f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion .  I had been i n  t h i s  
a r e a  be fo re  b u t  I was never i n  t h i s  a r e a  a f t e r  t h i s  oper-
a t i o n .  The only t h i n g  -- I d o n ' t  know who conducted the  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  bu t  I do know t h a t  they s a i d  t h e r e  was an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  being conducted. 

Q. Who's they? 

A. I b e l i e v e  Sergeant  GERBERDING was t h e  one 
t h a t  t o l d  me t h i s .  That they were conducting an i n v e s t i -
ga t ion .  

Q. This was a f t e r  the  d i s s o l u t i o n  of Task Force 
Barker? 

A. A f t e r  t h i s ,  and also- I heard t h i s  whi le  Task 
Force Barker w a s  s t i l l  i n t a c t .  He s a i d  t h e y ' r e  going t o  
conduct a n - i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I b e l i e v e  it was Sergeant  
JOHNSON t h a t  t o l d  me t h i s .  But t h a t ' s  a l l  I eve r  heard,  
sir. I never heard any names of who was conducting the  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  I never heard any r e s u l t s  of any in-
v e s t i g a t i o n .  That was j u s t  about it. 

Q . I f  Colonel BARKER had made an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
and g o t t e n  sworn s ta tements  who would have typed them up? 
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A. You mean i n  the t a s k  fo rce?  It would have to  
be t h e  c l e r k ,  sir. I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name. H e  w a s  
from brigade S1 s e c t i o n .  H e  w a s  a PFC, bu t  I d o n ' t  remem-
b e r  h i s  name, sir. H e  would have typed it up. I b e l i e v e  
i f  t h i s  was typed t h e r e  I would have known something 
about it. I d o n ' t  know anything about it. 

8 - I f  t h e r e  w a s  a couple of s ta tements  being typed 
up from p i l o t s  and people i n  t h e  company, and some of 
t h e  o f f i c e r s ,  and t h i s  one c l e r k  you had were, typ ing  up 
t h e  s ta tements  o r  t h e  format,  do you t h i n k  i ts  very re-
sonable that  you would have known about t h i s ?  

A. I would t h i n k  so ,  sir. 

(2 Were you on R&R, gone anywhere between March 
7.6th and Apyil -- say A p r i l  l o th?  

A. Lo, sir.  I came home on leave  t h e  las t  p a r t  of 
Apr i l ,  b u t  I w a s  t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e  t a sk  f o r c e  w a s  deac t iva ted .  

Q.  You have good sources  i n  the  br igade  TOC t h a t  
know what 's  going on, Do you t h i n k  i f  t h e r e  had been a 
r e a l  s e r i o u s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  the  1 1 t h  Brigade, by Colonel 
HENDERSON o r  by anyone e l s e  on t h a t  ope ra t ion ,  you would 
have heard about i t ?  

A, W e l l ,  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted, sir. 
But l i k e  I s a i d ,  who conducted it and how it was conducted, 
I d o n ' t  know. Now someone t o l d  me, i n  f a c t ,  I t h i n k  I asked 
the  ques t ion ,  "Who's i n v e s t i g a t i n g ? " ,  and they s a i d  t h i s  C I D  o r  MI: 
from d i v i s i o n  came down t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  I know they w e r e  
the ones t h a t  came down i n v e s t i g a t i n g  one time with the  
1/20, which had an i n c i d e n t  where a  woman was k i l l e d ,  and they 
came down and i n v e s t i g a t e d  thak. I d o n ' t  know who i n v e s t i g a t e d  
it o r  even when the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  took p lace .  The only t h i n g  
I know i s  t h a t  they were going t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  

Q - Who's they? 

A. Well, I c o u l d n ' t  s t a t e  a s p e c i f i c  name, s ir .  
Well, I h a t e  t o  keep r e f e r r i n g  t o  Sergeant  GERBERDING bu t  it 
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w a s  i n  t h e  S2 s e c t i o n .  I would say it was around Sergeant  
GERBERDING o r  maybe someone i n  t h e  TOC, Capta in  HENDERSON. 
I b e l i e v e  he w a s  working i n  t h e  TOC. I t  would be someone 
t h e r e  i n  t h e  S3 o r  S2. And they were t a l k i n g - - i t  seems 
l i k e  t h e  major t h a t  was i n  t h e  b r igade  S2, t h a t  took over  
the b r i g a d e  S2--we were t a l k i n g  one t i m e  and s a i d  they 
were conduct ing an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  w a s  Ser-
g e a n t  GERBERDING t h a t  made t h i s  remark and s a i d ,  "That 
w i l l  go on and o n , "  and he s a i d ,  "You ' l l  probably h e a r  
from t h i s  i n  days  t o  come," o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  
H e  s a i d ,  "They ' re  conduct ing an i n v e s t i g a t i o n , "  and some-
one, I d o n ' t  remember who, s a i d ,  "Well, do you t h i n k  it w i l l  
amount t o  anyth ing?"  And Sergeant  GERBERDING s a i d ,  "Well,  
it probably w i l l .  Y o u ' l l  probably h e a r  -- t h i s  w i l l  pro-
bably go on and on and it may be y e a r s  o r  a few y e a r s ,  b u t  
probably i n  y e a r s  t o  come you '11 h e a r  from t h i s .  " 

Q. Sergean t  GERBERDING, t h a t  ' s  G-E-R-B-E-R-D-I-N-G? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  .. 

Q . I ' m  going t o  ask you j u s t  one more q u e s t i o n ,  
Se rgean t  STEPHENS. I 'm going t o  show you a p i c t u r e .  Do you 
know who t h a t  i s ?  

(The wi tnes s  was shown an u n i d e n t i f i e d  photograph. ) 

A. W e l l ,  I s a w  t h e  boy t h i s  morning, s ir .  A c t u a l l y ,  
I don 't know him. 

Q You d o n ' t  recognize  t h a t  f a c e ?  

A. No. 

Q. What about  Major WATKE, does t h a t  name r i n g  
a b e l l ?  

A, Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Who w a s  Major WATKE? 

A. H e  w a s  t h e  Warlord. 

Q. That  was t h e  Warlord l e a d e r ?  
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A. Y e s ,  sir, H e  never looked l i k e  t h a t .  Every 
time I s a w  him, he had on jungle f a t i g u e s  and t h a t  h a t ,  
an Aus t ra l i an  h a t  o r  whatever they c a l l  it, bush h a t ,  

LTC PATTERSON: Before,  you mentioned a l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  
t h a t  you had a t  Task Force Barker, a l i a i s o n  t o  l l t h  
Brigade, and then  you s t a t e d  t h a t  he w a s  a chemical 
o f f i c e r ,  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I f  I mentioned a couple names--

A, ( In te rpos ing)  R E I D ,  sir .  Lieutenant  R E I D .  

Q =  Joseph N.? 

A. X d o n ' t  remember h i s  f i r s t  name. I t  seems l i k e  
he w a s  sandy-headed or  s l i g h t l y  redheaded. 

Q- Lieutenant  MYERS, d i d  you know him? Lieutenants  
R E I D  and MYERS were i n  the  chemical s e c t i o n .  

A, Whichever one it was he was p r e t t y  heavy b u i l t  
and chunky b u i l t ,  and had a f l a t t o p .  He was e i t h e r  sandy, 
l i g h t  blonde h a i r  o r  reddish .  

Q- Lieutenant  R E I D  is f i n e .  I d o n ' t  want t o  t ake  
t h e  time h e r e  i n  open hear ing  b u t  I would l i k e  t o  s e e  you 
i n  a l i t t l e  while.  You have mentioned s e v e r a l  i n t e r e s t i n g  
f a c t s  about people i n  Task Force Barker. You seem t o  have 
a p r e t t y  good grasp  on who was t h e r e .  Perhaps you can 
f u r n i s h  me some names of ind iv idua l s  who were S1 and S 4 .  
You mentioned t h e  cornrno l i e u t e n a n t  and a commo se rgean t ,  and 
you a l s o  mentioned an engineer  squad. 

A, Yes, s i r .  

Q W e  think the  sngiiieeu squad came from C Company, 
26th Engineers. Does t h a t  r i n g  a b e l l ?  

A. Whichever one was with 11th In fan t ry  ~ r i g a d e ,  
sir.  
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Q- kou d o n ' t  remember t h e  squad l e a d e r  's name, o r  
h i s  squad,  o r  h i s  p l a toon?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q I ' d  l i k e  f o r  you t o  t h i n k  f o r  a  whi le  as  we are 
r e f r e s h i n g  your  memory. W e  are i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  names 
of t h e s e  people :  t h e  m e s s  s e r g e a n t ,  t h e  MP squad l e a d e r ,  
and any o t h e r  suppor t ing  personne l .  You came up wi th  
L ieu tenan t  REID'S name and t h a t  ' s  r e a l  f i n e .  A r e  you aware 
o f  any documents o t h e r  t han  t h e  ones you mentioned,  such 
as t h e  S2 notebook and t h e  TOC jou rna l ?  Is t h e r e  any o t h e r  
t ype  of p h y s i c a l  ev idence  t h a t  might have been p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  
TOC t h e  morning of 16 March? 

A. You mean a t a p e  r e c o r d e r ?  

Q. W a s  t h e r e  a t a p e  r e c o r d e r  ..t h e r e ?  

A. Capta in  LEWELLEN made a t a p e  of  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q. Did you h e a r  t h a t  t a p e  a f t e rwards?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  This c a p t a i n  a t  F o r t  Benning played 
t h e  t a p e  t o  me t h e r e .  

Q. You've heard  t h e  t a p e  s i n c e  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q - Did you hea r  any r e f e r e n c e  on t h a t  t a p e  t o  i n -  
nocent  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. I ' d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  j o u r n a l  t h a t  was 
k e p t  i n  t h e  TOC. I r ecogn ize  t h a t  you s a i d  you had only 
one t y p i s t  i n  t h e  S2 and S3 ' s ec t ion .  

A. W e  d idn ' t have any i n  t h e  S2. It  was j u s t  me and 
the c a p t a i n .  That  w a s  a l l  t h a t  w a s  i n  t h e  S2. A c t u a l l y ,  t h e  
S3 had two c l e r k s .  When they set up, they  had Major CALHOUN, 
Se rgean t  JOHNSON, and two c l e r k s .  A f t e r  we g o t  t h e  l a t r i n e s  
and eve ry th ing  set  up, t hey  had one man, more o r  l e s s ,  i n  charge 
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of d r i v i n g  t h e  t ruck  for  t h e  resupply choppers. So he d i d  
very l i t t l e  work i n  the TOC. 

Q- How were t h e  journal  e n t r i e s  compiled? W a s  it 
a running account as t h e  a c t i o n  was t r a n s p i r i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  A l o t  of  t i m e s  on t h e  r e p o r t s  they 
would p u t  it on a piece of paper,  j u s t  a  p i e c e  of paper 
notebook, and p u t  the t i m e .  They might s t a c k  up f o r  an 
hour i f  t h i s  c l e r k  w a s  busy and had t o  do something else. 
And then  when he took and wrote t h e  journa l ,  normally, they 
would taLe a tablet l i k e  t h i s  and start o u t  and w r i t e  
time and everyth ing  they d i d  and w r i t e  it o u t  i n  longhand, 
and then he would j u s t  t ake  the longhand and type it i n  
the  journal  log .  

Q .  W a s  t h e  typ ing  done during t h e  day and n o t  
i n  one s i t t i n g  a t  n i g h t  a f t e r  everyth ing  had q u i e t e d  down? 

A. N o ,  sir, dur ing  t h e  day, I d o n ' t  remember having 
t o  do any a t  n i g h t  except  i n  some of t h e  opera t ions  when 
th ings  -- when we  couldn 't g e t  t o  it. But m o s t  o f  t h e  t i m e ,  
when they would f i n i s h  with a s h e e t  l i k e  t h i s ,  he would 
t ake  this s h e e t  and go over  and type t h e  journal .  

Q 1 A l l  e n t r i e s  are very n e a t  i n  t h e  journa l  (Ex-
h i b it M-16) . A l l  t h e  t imes a r e  i n  a n i c e  chronologica l  
sequence. There a r e  no delayed e n t r i e s  popping up la ter  
down the l i n e  o r  out  of sequence. 

A,  You mean from t h e  n igh t  ac t ion?  

Q - No, I 'm t a l k i n g  about the  16th of March. The  
journal  e n t r i e s  i tems 1 through t o  the  end of the  journal .  
A l l  t he  time sequences a r e  a l l  n i c e ,  and fol low i n  t r a c k .  
A t  no time i s  t h e r e  a delayed e n t r y  t h a t  was repor ted  
e a r l i e r  o r  s e v e r a l  people feeding information i n t o  t h e  
journal .  I t ' s  all i n  one, n i c e  t r ack  as  i f  it were typed 
a t  a  l a t e r  time a f t e r  everything was consol ida ted .  

A. I would say t h a t  it was, sir.  A t  t h i s  t ime, 
normally, most of t h e  opera t ions  were the  same way. Writing 
it i n  a longhand; I would say when an opera t ion  l i k e  t h i s  

\ 
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t a k e s  p l a c e ,  normally they do. I d o n ' t  know how t h i s  
i s  kep t .  I never  k e p t  a  l o g  myse l f ,  very few t i m e s .  
Normally, Se rgean t  JOHNSON o r  Major CALHOUN would be 
t h e r e .  Sometimes I w u u L 3  Le i h e i e  alone b u t  not very  
o f t e n .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember be ing  t h e r e  o r  making 
e n t r i e s  on the 1 6 t h ?  

A. No, sir.  I made none on the 16 th .  

COL FRANKLIN: What you have d e s c r i b e d  is  t h e  normal way 
it w a s  done a t  Task Force Barker?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. You j u s t  accumulate handwr i t t en  e n t r i e s  on paper .  
Have you e v e r  known it t o  be done any o t h e r  way i n  combat 
when you have a l o t  of r a d i o s  going o.kher t han  w r i t i n g  
it down on paper?  

A. That  i s  t h e  only  way it could  be.  A l o t  of  
t h e  u n i t s ,  even i n  o u r  b r i g a d e ,  t hey  use what t hey  c a l l  
a s p o t  r e p o r t  s h e e t .  W e  d i d n ' t  have them, we  j u s t  wrote  
them on t h i s .  

Q. A t  b r i g a d e ,  a f t e r  you w e r e  a s s i g n e d  t h e r e ,  
d i d n ' t  you w r i t e  t h e  s p o t  r e p o r t s  and f i l e  them? Then 
t h e  c l e r k s  t h e r e  s o r t  them o u t  and p u t  them i n  chrono- 
l o g i c a l  o r d e r  and type  them i n ?  

A. On the r e p o r t  he j u s t  p u t s  them i n ,  and then  
t h e  c l e r k  t a k e s  them. 

Q. I want t o  ask you one more q u e s t i o n .  A s  
S2, i n t e l l i g e n c e  s e r g e a n t ,  were you aware t h a t  t h e r e  
w e r e  c i v i l i a n s  around t h e  Son My a r e a ?  

A. That  t h e r e  were c i v i l i a n s .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q . Did you have any k ind  of f i g u r e s  o r  d i d  you j u s t  
base  t h i s  on prev ious  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  a r ea?  
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A. The Son M y  area? 

Q- I mean a l l  of My L a i  (1) through ( 5 ) .  

A,  W 2 1 1 ,  a c t u a l l y ,  s i r ,  t h e  l a rge  popula t ion ,  l a r g e s t  
c i v i l i a n  poy A a t -  on, was no t  r i g h t  i n  t h a t  a rea .  There 
were a l o t  of c i v i l i a n s  t h e r e .  This was a good-size v i l l a g e  
but  it was n o t  open. There was a l o t  of people t h a t  l i v e d  --
I mean t h a t  you c a n ' t  see o r  anything. I n  my opin ion ,  from 
what I knew, t h e  l a r g e s t  f o r c e  of c i v i l i a n  personnel  were o u t  
a t  An Ky, o u t  on this peninsula .  

Q. Did you know t h e r e  were c i v i l i a n s  i n  My Lai  (4)? 

A. Yes, sir, i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

Q- I n  the concept or i n s t r u c t i o n s  given by Colonel 
biii~LLIK, w h a 6 i . d  fie say? flhat i n s t r u c t i o n s  d i d  he g ive  con-
~ e u r i i n g  c i v i l i a n s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  My Lai ( 4 ) ,  popula t ion  
con t ro l ,  o r  re fugees?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  know. I d i d n ' t  hear  any of h i s  
orders .  

Q . Did you hear  anybody t a l k  about t h a t  t h e  c o n t r o l  
of c i v i l i a n s  would be a  problem i n  t h i s  opera t ion  on the  16th? 
O r  d i d  anybody t a l k  about the  problem with c i v i l i a n s ?  

A, W e l l ,  they always had been i n  t h i s  a rea .  Every 
time they 'd  go i n t o  t h i s  a r e a ,  t h i s  highway t h a t  comes back, 
Highway 521, the  l a s t  time they were i n  t h e r e  before  t h i s  
i n c i d e n t ,  when they went i n ,  the  c i v i l i a n  personnel  j u s t  
come down t h i s  road. Of course,  t h e r e  were some enemy i n  
it, they could s e e  them. They would move r i g h t  a long with 
them. 

Q. You know t h i s .  Did Colonel BARKER know t h i s ?  

A,  Yes, s i r .  

Q - They all knew t h a t ?  

A, Yes. 
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a - I ' m  s o r t  of s t r u c k  with t h i s  recommendation t h a t  
Colonel BARKER made i n  t h i s  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t ,  Exhib i t  R-2. 
B e  says-- this  is t he  on ly  ~eeomrneiidatiorihe makes ; "3peratlans 
conducted i n  an a r e a  where a l a r g e  number of refugees w i l l  
be generated should provide f o r  c i v i l  a f f a i r s ,  PSYOPS, medi-
c a l ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  and p o l i c e  teams t o  be brought ou t  i n  the  
a r e a  a s  e a r l y  a s  p r a c t i c a b l e  a f t e r  the a r r i v a l  of combat t roops ,  
This i s  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  populat ion c o n t r o l ,  medical c a r e ,  and 
permit  the  s o r t i n g  ou t  of VC which have mingled wi th  popu-
l a t i o n  f o r  cover. The presence of t h e s e  teams would f r e e  
i n f a n t r y  personnel  f o r  combat opera t ions .  I' Do you know i f  
t h e r e  were any measures made f o r  these  PSYOPS, c i v i l  a f f a i r s ,  
medical,  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  and p o l i c e  teams? 

A. I d o n ' t  know about the  PSYOPS, s i r .  The medical 
usua l ly  s e t  up a medical team t o  go out  i n  t h e  a rea .  When 
they would go i n t o  a v i l l a g e  normally--

. -

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Not " u s u a l l y , "  what d i d  they do here? 

A. There was none t h a t  went ou t  t h a t  I knew o f .  

Q .  Here i s  a b a t t a l i o n  commander t h a t  i n  the  recornmen-
d a t i o n ,  f i n d s  ou t  from t h i s  opera t ion ,  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  have any. 
He d i d n ' t  have adequate measures t o  c a r e  f o r  the  c i v i l i a n s ,  
and y e t  you and everybody i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  knew, from t h e  pre-
i o u s  opera t ion ,  t h a t  t h e r e  were going t o  be a l o t  of c i v i l -
i a n s  around. I t  w a s  s o r t  of s t r a n g e ,  wouldn ' t  you say? O r  
i s  it s t r ange?  

A. How do you mean, s i r ?  

Q. The l a s t  time you had an opera t ion  you'd had a l o t  
of c i v i l i a n s  and refugees.  Everybody knew t h a t .  

A. Yes, sir. 

9 .  Then you run an opera t ion  i n  t h e r e  again and you
have a l o t  of problems with c i v i l i a n s .  

A .  Well, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  know what problems they en-
countered, b u t  I know every opera t ion  t h a t  would t ake  p lace  
be fo re ,  t h e  c i v i l i a n  personnel  would s tar t  moving ou t ;  they 
d i d n ' t  s t a y  the re .  
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Q. How do  you keep r'rom h u r t i n g  them wi th  a r t i l l e r y ,  
s m a l l  arms, and gunships?  

A. They j u s t  l e t  them go. 

They cidn't shoo t  a t  them? 

A. They j u s t  l e t  them go. I n  fac t ,  one t i m e  there 
w a s  t w o  VC--they s a w  them--that w e r e  running  w i t h  a group of 
c i v i l i a n s ,  2nd they  l e t  them go. They j u s t  d i d n ' t  f i r e  into 
them. 

Q - Who's they?  

A. The a r t i l l e r y ,  t h e  gunships ,  o r  the personne l .  I n  
t h e  same a r e a  when t h e  gunships ,  n o t  t h e  gunsh ips ,  b u t  when 
the  he!_< . - , w t ~ r swould come i n t o  t h e  area, a r t i l l e r y  would start 
f i r i r g .  he c l v l l i a n  people  would g e t  up and j u s t  s tar t  mov-
ing.  

Q L e t  m e  ask you f o r  your p e r s o n a l  op in ion .  I n  
t h e  Son My a r e a ,  i n  t h e  a r e a  marked i n  orange on E x h i b i t  MAP-1, 
t h e  a r e a  of  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t ,  do you have t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  
t h e r e  w a s  a concern i n  your t a s k  f o r c e  f o r  n o t  h u r t i n g  c i v i l i a n s ?  
Wnat w a s  the r e a l  f e e l i n g ?  You mentioned s e v e r a l  t i m e s  t h a t  
from b r igade  on down, people  were t a l k i n g  about  your  body 
count  and hcw you g o t  c i v i l i a n s .  The company commander even 
comes i n .  They joke about  it i n  t h e  TOC,  about  body counk 
i n c l u d i n g  c i v i l i a n s .  What was t h e  f e e l i n q  i n  Task Force 
Barker about  h u r t i n g  c i v i l i a n s ,  par t i cu la ; ly  i n  an ARVN 
f r e e - f i r e  zone? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  any i n t e n t i o n ,  s i r ,  of  
h u r t i n g  any c i v i l i a n s .  I know they  had made remarks about  
Task Force Barker  had k i l l e d  c i v i l i a n s .  I n  f a c t ,  it r e a l l y  
g o t  t o  Captain  MEDINA. He g o t  r e a l l y  h o s t i l e  when someone 
would t a l k  t o  him about  h i s  unit k i l l i n g  innocent  c i v i l i a n s .  
The f irst  t ime he was i n  t h e r e  they  r e p o r t e d  6 0  something. 
I t  w a s  a b i g  body count  and he w a s  real h o s t i l e  about  that, 
t h a t  they would say  t h i s .  H e  knew b e t t e r .  He s a i d  t h e  weapons 
were t h e r e ;  he could have brought  them back i f  he would have 
j u s t  l e t  h i s  men p i ck  them up and p u t  them on t h e  t racks- -

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Captain  MICHLES, you mean? 
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A. No, s ir .  

LTC PATTERSON: One f u r t h e r  ques t ion  on t h i s  Sergeant  GERBERDING. 
Would you know h i s  f i r s t  name i f  I gave it t o  yolz? 

A. I might. 

Q- Robert A.? 

A.  Yes, sir.  

MR WEST: Sergeant  STEPHENS, l e t ' s  go back t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  
t h a t  were he ld  on the  1 5 t h  of March, 1968, be fo re  the  opera t ion  
took p lace .  Had your S2 developed information i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  
a l l  t h e  people--the civil ians--would be out  of My Lai  ( 4 )  the  
next  morning a t  0730? They would be gone t o  market a t  
the  time t h i s  opera t ion  s t a r t e d ?  Do you remember anything t o  
t h a t  e f f e c t ?  

A.  Yes, s ir .  I d o n ' t  know anything about the  b r i e f i n g ,  
sir .  I d o n ' t  remember i f  anything was s a i d  about the  opera t ion .  
.It was n o t  s a i d  i n  a b r i e f i n g  way o r  an o rde r  o r  anything l i k e  
t h i s  as I remember. But I do remember words be ing  s a i d  about 
people being gone t o  market. I d o n ' t  know i f  it was f o r  t h i s  
opera t ion ,  bu t  I do remember hear ing  t h i s  being s a i d ,  and I 
d o n ' t  remember when. 

Q- I want t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  r e p o r t  rece ived  during 
the  morning of innocent  c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d  i n  My Lai .  
During Major C A L H O U N 1 s  testimony, Major CALHOUN s a i d  t h a t  
he r ece ived  a c a l l  from Colonel BARKER which came by r a d i o  
and Major CALHOUN was i n  the  chopper over the  a r e a  a t  the  
time. Colonel BARKER t o l d  him t o  c o n t a c t  Captain MEDINA 
and t e l l  him t h a t  t h e r e  had been some r e p o r t s  of c i v i l i a n s  
being k i l l e d  i n  the  v i l l a g e  and the  v i l l a g e  be ing  burned, 
and t e l l  Captain MEDINA t o  .ga in  c o n t r o l  of h i s  u n i t  and 
n o t  l e t  them g e t  out  of c o n t r o l .  Stop t h e  k i l l i n g  and 
s t o p  the burning. Major CALHOUN est imated t h a t  t h i s  took 
p lace  somewhere between 1000 and 1 2 0 0  hours on t h e  morn-
ing  of 1 6  March 1968. L a t e r  Captain KOTOUC t e s t i f i e d ,  
apparent ly  on t h i s  same p o i n t ,  but  he d i d n ' t  f i x  the  t ime. 
But he was asked t h i s  ques t ion:  

"Q. Now then ,  t e l l  me what e l s e  you can about the  
opera t ion  and i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  coming ou t  of 
My Lai  ( 4 )  .I' 
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Captain KOTOUC answered: 

"A. There was a . r e p o r t  from Skee te r ,  from a  
h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  and t h e  r e p o r t ,  and I cannot 
quote it verbat im,  t h e  r e p o r t  was something about 
'someone i s  g e t t i n g  s h o t  with a machinegun. 
Someone i s  going across  the  road and is  g e t t i n g  
s h o t  with a machinegun.' The h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  
whoever he w a s ,  s a i d  some t h i n g  about 'doesn 't 
have a weapon' o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ,  Major 
CALHOUN go t  the  r e p o r t  and he go t  a hold  of 
Captain MEDINA and Captain MICHLES both and I 'm 
s u r e  he t a l k e d  t o  both commanders, I 'm almost 
p o s i t i v e ,  and he t o l d  them: 'Make s u r e  w e  a r e  n o t  
shoot ing  anyone t h a t  i s  n o t  necessary.  L e t ' s  
n o t  be k i l l i n g  any c i v i l i a n s  o u t  t h e r e . '  They 
rogered t h e  r e p o r t .  " 

Does t h i s  c a l l  anything t o  your mind o r  r e f r e s h  your 
r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. No, sir.  The r e p o r t  t h a t  I remember i s  one t h a t  
came i n  t h a t  could have been t h e  Skeeter .  I d o n ' t  remember 
how t h e  r e p o r t  came i n ,  b u t  the  one I remember i s  t h e  r e p o r t  
came i n  over  the  r a d i o  t h a t  they a r e  k i l l i n g  innocent  c i v i l i a n s  
out  t h e r e ,  I t  seems t o  me t h a t  Major CALHOUN g o t  on the  r ad io ,  
and I thought he t a l k e d  t o  Colonel BARXER. He could have 
t a l k e d  t o  t h e  two commanders. 

L. 


COL FRANKLIN: How could he? I thought you c o u l d n ' t  t a l k  t o  
them? 

A. From t h i s  time a t  the  TOC he c o u l d n ' t  tal lc to--he 
could have been i n  an a r e a  where Captain M E D I N A  could have 
heard him. I d o n ' t  know where he was a t  t h i s  t ime. But 
Captain MICHLES,  I would say no. T h a t ' s  why I th ink  t h a t  it 
was s a i d  t o  Colonel EARKER. I was under t h e  impression t h a t  
Colonel BARKER was i n  t h e  a r e a .  

MR WEST: Well, i f  Colonel BARKER had h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  i n  the  
genera l  a r e a ,  then  he could t a l k  t o  Captain MEDINA and Captain 
MICHLES, I t ake  i t ?  

A,  Yes, s i r .  

Q .  We've been advised t h a t  on t h i s  same day, 1 6  March 
1968, one p la toon of B/4/3 operated r i g h t  along the  c o a s t l i n e ,  
i n  and around t h e  hamlet of C o  Lay (1) o r  poss ib ly  Co Lay ( 2 ) .  
Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  
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A. On t h e  small  peninsula ,  s i r ?  

Q Yes. 

A. Yes, s ir .  I d o n ' t  remember i f  t h e r e  was a pla-
toon, but  I know Bravo Company opera ted  on t h i s  peninsula .  
I d o n ' t  know how l a r g e  a u n i t  they had ou t  t h e r e .  

Q- Do you remember t h e  casua l ty  r e p o r t s  coming i n  
from t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  day? 

A. I don' t--I b e l i e v e  t h i s  is  t h e  a r e a  where t h i s  
l i e u t e n a n t  p la toon l e a d e r ,  Bravo Company, got  k i l l e d  by 
a r t i l l e r y  booby t r a p s .  But I d o n ' t  remember i f  it was from 
t h i s  opera t ion  o r  another  opera t ion .  

COL FRANKLIN : I t  was t h i s  ope ra t ion ,  r o s t e r  number 2 ,  t h e  
XO of B Company t h a t  was k i l l e d  on t h i s  opera t ion .  

A. Yes, s i r ,  it w a s  a p la toon l eader .  

Q He was a c t i n g  as p la toon l e a d e r .  

A. I know they l o s t  a  p la toon l e a d e r  on t h a t  peninsula .  
I d o n ' t  know i f  it w a s  t h i s  opera t ion  o r  another ,  and how many 
w a s  wounded, I d o n ' t  know. The t o t a l  l o s s  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Do you remember hear ing  any r e p o r t s  of Vietnamese 
c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d  by American s o l d i e r s  i n  Co Lay (1) o r  
Co Lay ( 2 )  o r  subhamlets of those hamlets on t h a t  day? 

A. No, s i r .  Not around My Khe ( 4 )  o r  Co Lay (1). 
Around t h i s  a r e a ,  Bravo Company k i l l e d  some enemy i n  t h i s  a rea .  I 
b e l i e v e  it was on this opera t ion .  They k i l l e d  some enemy i n  
t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know how many but  some of them were--i t  seems 
t h a t  some of them t h a t  they k i l l e d  were i n  tunne l s .  

MR WEST: I b e l i e v e  t h e  l o g  en t ry  w i l l  show something around 
38 VC KIA i n  this a r e a  a t  about t h i s  time. 

A. I d o n ' t  remember how many. I know they k i l l e d  some 
i n  t h i s  a rea .  

Q. We've had some o t h e r  r e p o r t s ,  l a r g e l y  from Viet-
namese sources ,  t h a t  up t o  90 Vietnamese noncombatants, 
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c i v i l i a n s ,  were k i l l e d  by American s o l d i e r s  i n  t h i s  area, o r  
i n  t h i s  genera l  area, around 16 March 1968. This is the  
b a s i s  f o r  my ques t ion .  Have you ever  heard such a th ing?  

A. No, sir.  The only--this was Bravo Company s o  
I never heard anything about Bravo Company a t  a l l .  The 
only--well t h i s  r e p o r t  t h a t  came i n  t h a t  I heard came over  
t h e  a i r ,  was t h a t  t h e y ' r e  k i l l i n g  innocent  c i v i l i a n s ,  and it 
d i d n ' t  spec i fy  who o r  where. That ' s  a l l  it s a i d .  Then 
a f t e r  t h e  major came i n  and t a l k e d  t o  Major CALHOUN o r  
Colonel BARKER, whichever one he t a l k e d  t o ,  I know he d i d n ' t  
say anything that could be heard by anyone e l s e .  I d o n ' t  
know who he was r e f e r r i n g  t o  o r  who he t a lked  about a f t e r  
he came i n .  I d o n ' t  know who he w a s  t a l k i n g  about b u t  t h e r e  
never was any u n i t  des ignated  o r  area--didn ' t  even say what 
area.  

Q. What w a s  t h a t  again? What d i d  he say? 

A. The r e p o r t  t h a t  came i n ?  To my understanding it 
L V ~ S  Majox WATKE from t h e  Warlords t h a t  made t h e  r e p o r t ,  it 
could have been someone e l s e ,  t h a t  they a r e  k i l l i n g  innocent  
c i v i l i a n s  ou t  he re  o r  k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s  o u t  he re .  But he 
d i d n ' t  s p e c i f y  where o r  any u n i t ,  Well, it was t a k i n g  p l a c e  
i n  t h a t  area. 

Q- You d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  was r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  
Bravo Company a rea?  

A. I d i d n ' t  know who. He d i d n ' t  say who, sir.  

COL FRANKLIN: Now we j u s t  have a l i t t l e  problem h e r e  Sergeant  
STEPHENS. You look a t  the  Exhibi t  MAP-1, and s e e  t h a t  on t h e  
r i g h t  t h e r e  i s  the  landing  zone of ~ / 4 / 3 .  B Company is t o  the  
south of P i n k v i l l e .  B Company i s  qoing t o  land t h e r e .  They're 
t h e  second l i f t  t o  go i n .  That w i l l  pu t  them i n  about 0830. 
B/4/3 then moves t o  the  nor th  o r  the  northwest t o  l i n k  up wi th  
C Company. That ' s  the  p lan  o r  the  concept as  we understand 
it. Yet, wi th in  2 hours a f t e r  t h i s  landing,  o r  l e s s ,  t h e y ' r e  
over  on t h a t  s p i t  of land o f f  t o  the  e a s t  o r  r i g h t  r e p o r t i n g  
a l l  t hese  VC--about 30 t h e r e .  They r e p o r t  t h i s  by 1020 i n  the  
morning or an hour and 20 minutes a f t e r  they landed. I t ' s  
s o r t  of hard f o r  us t o  understand who went over t h e r e .  Was it 
a l l  of B Company o r  a platoon? You would be t ak ing  t h i s  
r e p o r t ,  Do you r e c a l l  anything about t h a t ?  
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A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  know i f  it would be a p l a toon  
o r  what s i z e  u n i t  would go over  t h e r e .  When you g e t  a re-
p o r t  i n  it j u s t  says  Bravo Company, and they wou? d  g i v e  coor-
d i n a t e s  and t h e  u n i t .  They wouldn ' t  g i v e  t h e  p l a t o o n  o r  say 
who d i d  it o r  anyth ing .  I t  seems--i t  j u s t  seems t h a t  i n  
t h i s  a r e a  t h e  f i r t  fe~~7k i l l e r j  1~rey.eevading; that 1~7as their 
r e p o r t ,  and a f t e r  s e a r c h i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  were 
found h i d i n g  i n  h o l e s  and i n  t u n n e l s .  What u n i t  o r  how 
l a r g e  a u n i t  it was I d o n ' t  know, sir.  

Q - You're t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  s e r g e a n t ,  and you g e t  
B Company's r e p o r t s  t h a t  they  have k i l l e d  3 8 .  No weapons were 
cap tured  and you had no c a s u a l t i e s  from enemy a c t i o n  
o t h e r  t h a n  booby t r a p s .  This  d o e s n ' t  bo the r  anybody? 
I t  doesn '  t b o t h e r  you o r  bo the r  anybody i n  t h a t  TOC? 
T h i r t y - e i g h t  VC have been k i l l e d  and t h e r e  i s n ' t  
a  mark on one of your men. A l i e u t e n a n t  i s  k i l l e d  
and o t h e r  people  l o s t ,  b u t  t h a t  w a s  booby t r a p s ,  n o t  
h o s t i l e  a c t i o n .  No weapons have been cap tu red ,  and 
C Company by 0 8 4 0  i n  t h e  morning had g o t  84  dead w i t h  
t h r e e  weapons. No c a s u a l t i e s  were r e p q r t e d  t aken  
by C Company. Did they j u s t  w r i t e  t h e s e  t h i n g  down 
i n  t h e  TOC? Was everybody happy and j u b i l a n t ?  No 
q u e s t i o n s  were i n  -the back of your  minds a s  t o  w h a t ' s  
going on i n  Task Force Barker  o r  what k ind  of r e p o r t s  y o u ' r e  
g e t t i n g  anyway? 

A. I don ' t know, s i r .  They d idn  ' t have any weapons, 
b u t  t hey  had r e c e i v e d  f i r e .  The l and ing  zone which C h a r l i e  
Company went in--the l and ing  zone had tu rned  h o t ,  and 
t h e y  had r e c e i v e d  f i r e .  On prev ious  o p e r a t i o n s  they 
had been i n  t h e r e ,  and they had k i l l e d ,  and t h e y  had 
g o t  s h o t  a t .  I n  f a c t ,  I b e l i e v e  it w a s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
b e f o r e  t h i s  one t h a t  L ieu t enan t  O L E Y ' s  t r a c k s  went 
i n t o  t h i s  same a r e a .  I b e l i e v e  it w a s  Alpha Company, 
and they  were t r y i n g  t o  move i n  and g e t  them i n  t h e r e  
and c l e a n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o u t .  But they  c o u l d n ' t .  This one t i m e  
they  cap tu red  two and wounded two men. One d i e d ,  and they  
s e n t  t h e  o t h e r  t o  d i v i s i o n .  A t  t h i s  same t i m e  no 
weapons were g o t t e n  t h i s  t ime.  They j u s t  d i d n ' t  g e t  
any weapons. 

Q- L e t ' s  f o r g e t  t h e  weapons. Were t h e r e  any casua l -  
t ies  taken  by f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s  on t h e s e  o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A, Not heavy. This  one t ime Alpha Company d i d  t a k e  
heavy c a s u a l t i e s .  
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Q. B Company took  heavy c a s u a l t i e s ,  t o o ,  I b e l i e v e .  
I w a s  informed by your  S3. They w e r e  surrounded and t h e i r  
t r a c k s  had t o  f i g h t  t h e i r  way through.  You s a w  h o l e s  i n s i d e  
the t r a c k s ?  Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. On t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  one man i n  e i t h e r  
company s c r a t c h e d  o t h e r  t h a n  by booby t r a p s .  A s  S2, d o n ' t  
you normally ana lyze  how your  people  are h u r t ?  Were you 
a w a r e  t h a t  you h a d n ' t  had any man h u r t  by h o s t i l e  a c t i o n  on 
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  as f a r  as f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s  b e i n g  h u r t  and 
enemy k i l l e d  I remember t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  Bravo Company had i n  
t h i s  a r e s .  I d o n ' t  know j u s t  when b u t  t h e y  w e r e  evading.  The 
o t h e r s  I d o n ' t  know about  a l l  of  them o r  what,  b u t  some o f  
t \ e m  w e r e  found i n  h o l e s .  

Q. I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  g i v e  you a h a r d  t i m e ,  s e r g e a n t ,  
b u t  you unders tand  w e ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  what went through 
your  mind and t h e  minds o f  o t h e r  people .  Try t o  recreate what 
w a s  going on i n s i d e  t h e  TOC back t h e r e .  

A. I f  you k i l l  - t h a t  many people ,  you l i k e  t o  have 50 
o r  6 0  weapons anyway, b u t ,  w e l l ,  I j u s t  never  ques t ioned  it, 
sir .  

Q Did you b e l i e v e  body counts  from C and B Companies? 
Would you have b e t  your  s a l a r y  on t h o s e  body counts  be ing  
a c c u r a t e ?  

A. On t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  know. There  w a s  
never  any t a l k  about t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  l i k e  it was wi th  pre-
v i o u s  o p e r a t i o n s .  Now, t h e  prev ious  o p e r a t i o n s  I would have 
t aken  eve ry th ing  verba t im t h a t  was s a i d  because everybody was 
i n  e a r n e s t .  But t h e r e  was never  any t a l k  about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  
I c o u l d n ' t  say .  They had r e p o r t e d  it t h a t  t hey  had t h i s  
and a f t e r  I g o t  back t o  b r i g a d e  they  h a r r a s s e d  me 
about  t h i s .  Because of u n i t  loyaity, I would say  t h e y  
k i l l e d  them. I c o u l d n ' t  say  i f  t hey  d i d  o r  d i d n ' t .  Those 
were t h e  r e p o r t s  g iven  t o  me, s o  t h a t ' s  t h e  way I s e n t  them i n .  

LTC PATTERSON: You p laced  a l o t  of emphasis on t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e  second l i f t  i n t o  t h e  LZ was h o t .  
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A, I b e l i e v e  it w a s  t he  second. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  o r  d i d  you hear  
it on the t a p e  t h a t  you heard? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  know t h a t  it was t h e  second l i f t .  I 
know sometime i n  the  l i f t  be fo re  it was completed t h a t  t h e r e  
was a h o t  LZ. 

Q You remember t h a t  r e p o r t  coming i n  t o  the  TOC? 

A, Yes, s ir .  Cer ta in  l i f t s  were ho t .  

Q- The tape  t h a t  we r e f e r  t o ,  o r  t h e  t ransmiss ion  
which i n d i c a t e d  t h a t ,  a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  one of t h e  s l i c k s  
rece ived  f i r e  coming o u t  of one of the  v i l l a g e s .  

A, Not t h e  LZ? 

Q - Not n e c e s s a r i l y ,  and my ques t ion  i s  whether you
r e c a l l  o r  have t h e  impression t h a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  was h o t .  

A. I t  was repor ted  sometime dur ing  t h e  landing 
t h a t  one of t h e  L Z ' s  was a h o t  LZ ,  

Q - Were t h e r e  any o t h e r  r e p o r t s  of any f i r e  from any-
one e l s e  o t h e r  than t h e  s l i c k s ?  Were t h e r e  any r e p o r t s  
of r ece iv ing  h o s t i l e  f i r e  by t h e  ground fo rces?  

A, I t  seems Char l ie  Company r i g h t  a f t e r  they go t  on 
t h e  ground repor ted  rece iv ing  f i r e ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  remember where 
from. I t  seemed Char l ie  Company rece ived  f i r e  r i g h t  a f t e r  
they go t  on t h e  ground and s t a r t e d  moving. I d o n ' t  remember 
everyth ing  about it. 

MR WEST: Can you t h i n k  of anything you'd l i k e  t o  add Ser-
geant  STEPHENS? Do you have an o v e r a l l  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  
maybe of t h e  a c t i o n ,  o r  any comments you'd l i k e  t o  make. 

A, No, s i r .  I probably go t  everyth ing  s o  mixed up now 
I d o n ' t  know where t o  s tar t .  

' Q. A s  a mat t e r  of f a c t  you helped us a g r e a t  d e a l  and 
we very much a p p r e c i a t e  your coming here.  I know i t ' s  been a 
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l o t  of t r oub l e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  t h i s  t i m e  of yea r ,  You 
have helped and we are g r a t e f u l .  Thank you very much f o r  
coming. 

(The hear ing  was recessed  a t  1215 hours,  7 
January 1 970 .) 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t '  0935 hours ,  9 February 
1970,) 

I0: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The following persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL FRANKLIN, LTC BAUER, 
MAJ ZYCHOWSKI , and MA2 LYNN. 

The next  wi tness  i s  Sergeant F i r s t  Class  
STEPHENS. 

(SFC STEPHENS was r e c a l l e d ,  was reminded t h a t  he 
was s t i l l  under oa th ,  and t e s t i f i e d  as  follows :) 

10: Sergeant  STEPHENS, s i n c e  you appeared before  t h i s  
inqu i ry  on the  7th of January,  we have t a l k e d  t o  a g r e a t  num-
b e r  of people.  And we have a l s o  been a b l e  t o  assemble q u i t e  
a few documents which p e r t a i n  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 
1968 i n  t h e  a r e a  of Son My Vi l lage .  So we know a g r e a t  d e a l  
more today than  we knew a t  t h e  time t h a t  we t a l k e d  t o  you. 
A s  a consequence we wanted t o  have you come back i n  t o  ex-
pand somewhat on some of the  ques t ions ,  and perhaps d i scuss  
o t h e r  ques t ions  which were n o t  brought o u t  t h e  l a s t  time 
t h a t  you provided testimony. 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q - We have he re ,  of course ,  some d i f f e r e n t  people 
than  were he re  t o  hear  your previous testimony. You know 
on my l e f t ,  M r .  MACCRATE; h e ' s  a c i v i l i a n  a t to rney .  M r .  
MACCRATE has  volunteered h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  the  Secre tary  of 
the  Army t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  inqu i ry  and t o  a l s o  provide l e g a l  
counsel f o r  me and the  o t h e r  members of the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
team. The second i n d i v i d u a l  on my r i g h t  is  M r .  WALSH, a l s o  
a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y ,  who . i s  working with M r .  MACCRATE i n  
ca r ry ing  o u t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  purpose. D o  you have any qes- 
s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  time before we proceed with t h e  ques t ions?  

A, No, sir .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  I want M r .  WEST, he re ,  t o  proceed 
with t h e  ques t ioning .  You may be asked ques t ions  by any 
of t h e  o t h e r  ind iv idua l s  who a r e  s i t t i n g  here  a t  t h e  t a b l e .  

A. All r i g h t ,  sir. 

MR WEST: Sergeant  STEPHENS, we were q u i t e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  your 
p r i o r  testimony about and your d e s c r i p t i o n  of the  planning of 
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t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  when it was planned,  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  how 
t h a t  p l a n  went,  s i r .  I never  was i n  any of t h e  meetings o r  I 
never  d i d  go w i t h  Colonel  BARKER t o  Quang Ngai when he v i s i t e d  
t h i s  commander. But I know t h a t  it was planned ear l ier  and 
t h e n  w a s  c a n c e l l e d  because the--well  a l l  I e v e r  knew was t h a t  
t h e  enemy w a s  n o t  t h e r e .  They had moved o u t .  

Q Would you s t o p  t h e r e  f o r  a moment? Now, do you
remember who went w i t h  Colonel  BARKER when he went down t o  
Quang Ngai t o  c o n f e r  on t h e s e  p l a n s ?  

A.  S i r ,  I b e l i e v e  Major CALHOUN went one o r  two t i m e s ,  
b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I b e l i e v e  he d i d .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  Capta in  
KOTOUC went wi th  him. I c a n ' t  be s u r e ,  sir,  as t o  who d i d  go 
w i t h  him. A t ime o r  two I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  c o l o n e l  went by 
h imse l f .  And a l so- -wel l ,  I may be mixed up on something h e r e ,  
b u t  I t h i n k  some of t h e  M I  pe r sonne l  were t h e r e  a t i m e  o r  two 
from b r i g a d e  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  

Q Could L ieu tenan t  JOHNSON have been one of t hose?  
., 

A. He could  have,  I c a n ' t  be s u r e .  He could have been 
one of  them. 

Q You remember L ieu tenan t  JOHNSON, d o n ' t  you? 

A. Yes, he worked w i t h  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  q u i t e  a b i t  ' 

i n  t h a t  area, sir .  

Q Can you t e l l  us who was p r e s e n t  a t  t h i s  t ime? Was 
Captain  MCKNIGHT, and Captain  KOTOUC, and L ieu tenan t  JOHNSON? 

A. A t  t h e  t ime of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  s i r ?  

During t h e  prep lanning  p e r i o d .  

A. Cap ta in  KOTOUC and Major CALHOUN w e r e  t h e r e  a l l  t h e  
t i m e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  say t h a t  they were i n  a l l  t h e  meet ings ,  s ir .  

Q. No, I j u s t  mean p r e s e n t  f o r  du ty ,  they  w e r e  p r e s e n t  
w i t h  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  And L ieu tenan t  JOHNSON was n o t  w i th  us 
a l l  t h e  t i m e .  H e  would come up and back. 

Q. I unders tand .  
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t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  and from t h e r e  a l l  t h e  way back t o  Highway 1 and 
down t o  t h e  river w a s  something they  c a l l e d  t h e i r  d e l t a .  I 
guess it w a s  real  r i c h  s o i l .  They r a i s e d  a l o t  of s u g a r  cane,  
b u t  most ly  it w a s  r i c e  and f i s h  i n  t h e r e .  And l e t ' s  s e e ,  t h e  
personne l  i n  - there-- they knew, o r  t h i s  is  what they  f e l t ,  t h a t  
it w a s  a sou rce  of  food and s u p p l i e s  f o r  t h e  VC. I t  w a s  h i s  
t e r r i t o r y ,  it w a s  j u s t  regarded  as h i s  t e r r i t o r y ;  and no one, 
no one messed wi th  it. So, t hey  f e l t  t h a t  i f  t hey  could deny 
him h i s  source  of  supply ,  and t h a t  t h e  people - - ins tead  of  them 
(VC) coming i n  and t a k i n g  it from t h e  people ,  s e t  them ( t h e  
people )  up a market  p l a c e  where t hey  could  market  it. This  w a s  
i n  t h e  p l a n s ,  b u t  whatever happened t o  t h a t  p l a n  I d o n ' t  know. 
I d o n ' t  know t h e  d e t a i l s  on it e i t h e r .  

Q Then from your i n fo rma t ion ,  a s  I unders tand  it, p a r t
of t h e  p l a n  w a s  t o  g e t  t h e  people  o u t  of t h e  a r e a ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. The people  who l i v e d  t h e r e ,  .. t h e. popu la t ion?  

A. Yes, sir. That w a s  i n  t h e  p l a n  because i n  t h e  opera-
t i o n s  t h a t  they had had i n  t h a t  a r e a  b e f o r e ,  t h e r e  w a s  t h e  prob-
l e m  of  t h e  c i v i l i a n  personne l .  A couple  of t imes t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  
they  c o u l d n ' t  go--well, l i k e  they would want t o ,  bu t  they  c o u l d n ' t  
move i n  and do what they wanted t o .  They couldn' t--sometimes 
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  w a s  n o t  c a l l e d  i n ,  t h e  gunships d i d  n o t  go i n  t h e  
way they  were wanted because of t h e  c i v i l i a n  popu la t ion .  I know 
Capta in  OLEY1s  t r a c k s  a t  one t i m e  i n  an o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h a t  a r e a  
went i n t o  a v i l l a g e ,  it w a s n ' t  My L a i ,  it was r i g h t  w e s t  of  My 
L a i  between My L a i  ( 4 )  and Highway 1. Well ,  t hey  went i n ,  t h e n  
they  came back o u t .  Also,  they r e c e i v e d  a heavy volume of  f i r e  
b u t  t hey  moved o u t .  The word had been p u t  o u t  n o t  t o  harm t h e s e  
people  and t h e  enemy had been seen .  W e l l ,  t h ey  used t h e  t a c t i c s  
of mingl ing  wi th  t h e  c i v i l i a n  populace.  When they  would move i n ,  
t h e  c i v i l i a n  populace had a tendency t o  move down 
t h i s  highway a.. .. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  521, move down t h i s  highway back toward 
Highway 1. The enemy had been seen  moving wi th  them t h i s  way 
and t h e  word had been p u t  o u t  n o t  t o  harm t h e  c i v i l i a n s .  So 
they  had l e t  them go t o  keep from harming the  c i v i l i a n s .  And 
L ieu tenan t  OLEY a t  one t ime ,  I h e a r d  him over  t h e  r a d i o ,  a woman 
r a n  o u t  of  one of t h e  v i l l a g e s  and was running a long one of  t h e  
r i c e  paddy d i k e s ,  and on h i s  s e t  t h a t  he was t a l k i n g  t o  h i s  men 
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wi th  o r  h i s  o t h e r  t r a c k s ,  you could hear  him over  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  
n e t .  H e  w a s  h o l l e r i n g  ou t ,  "Don't shoot  he r ,  d o n ' t  shoot  h e r ,  
d o n ' t  shoo t  her, " But what had happened, he d i d n ' t  see what she  
had done earlier. She had thrown some grenades and t h e  t r a c k  
t h a t  w a s  shoot ing a t  h e r  had seen h e r  do it. So they s h o t  h e r  
and they k i l l e d  h e r ,  She had grenades on h e r  when they g o t  
t o  he r ,  This  is  what t h e  p lan  w a s  i f  t hey  w e r e  t o  move t h e  
c i v i l i a n s  out .  I f  they could move a l l  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  o u t ,  I 
heard t h e  co lone l  say t h i s  more than once, i f  they  could g e t  
a l l  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  ou t ,  then  they  could go i n  t h e r e  and they 
could clean t h i s  completely o u t  and deny t h e  enemy any use of  
t h i s  t e r r i t o r y .  Then they would move i n  t h e r e  and the plan 
w a s  f o r  the ARVN t o  move i n  and occupy t h i s  t e r r i t o r y .  That 
w a s  a l s o  i n  t h e  p lan  too.  

Q o  You are aware, I ' m  s u r e ,  t h a t  a good p a r t  of t h i s  
a r e a ,  a number of hamlets,  had been more o r  l e s s  wiped ou t .  
P i n k v i l l e  was one, f o r  example, t h a t  had j u s t  been reduced 
t o  rubble? 

(A. Yes, s i r .  

Q - Was it planned t o  do the  same t h i n g  with the  o t h e r  
hamlets i n  t h i s  a rea?  Was t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  plan? 

A. To des t roy  t h e  hamlets,  s i r ?  
A , 

Q Yes, reduce them t o  t h e  same condi t ion  t h a t  t h e  Pink- 
v i l l e  w a s  f o r  example? 

A. No, s i r .  This was never--well, I never heard anything 
about des t roying  the v i l l a g e s .  I t  was t o  g e t  t h e  people o u t  and 
then  t o  move i n  and t h e  ARVN-- i t  seemed t h a t  the  ARVN would no t  
go i n  t h e r e ,  they would no t  go i n .  So Coloncl BARKER f e l t  we had 
always been i n  t h e r e ,  we would go i n  and we would c lean  it ou t ,  
and then they would move i n  and occupy the  a rea .  But I never 
heard anything about des t roying  a l l  the  v i l l a g e s .  I d o n ' t  know 
i f  they planned f o r  the  people t o  r e t u r n  back t o  t h e i r  v i l l a g e  or  
hamlets whenever they came back, o r  what t h e i r  p lans  were f o r  
t h i s .  I know it was discussed a t  one time of moving them. I 
d o n ' t  know what t h i s  i s ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  beside 521, the  square 
a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g  MAP-1) . 
10: Tha t ' s  c a l l e d  t h e  c i t a d e l .  
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A. I n  t h a t  area, I b e l i e v e  it was Major GAVIN t h a t  
t o l d  u s ,  a t  one t ime t h e r e  w a s  a market p l a c e  i n  t h a t  a r e a  
t h e r e  and t h i s  w a s  where they planned t o  set  up a new market  
p l a c e  a g a i n ,  I don't know i f  they planned for  t k e  people  t o  
l i v e  t h e r e  o r  what they  were going t o  do about  t h a t ,  sir. 

MR WEST: Well ,  I was j u s t  go ing .  t o  ask you what t h e  p l an  
w a s  as t o  what t o  do wi th  t h e  people?  I t  was t h e  d e s i r e  t o  
g e t  them o u t ,  b u t  what f u r t h e r  p l ann ing  w a s  t h e r e  as  t o  what 
t o  do wi th  t h e  peop le ,  t o  your knowledge? 

A. I t h i n k ,  s ir ,  I. c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e ,  b u t  it seems 
t h a t  I hea rd  them t a l k i n g  about  what t hey  wanted t o  do. I 
know t h i s  i s  what t h e  c o l o n e l  wanted t o  do. I j u s t  heard  him 
and t h e  major t a l k i n g  now, I d o n ' t  know what p l a n  he p u t  t o  
t h e  commander of t h e  Vietnamese, b u t  they  wanted t o  move t h e  
people  o u t  of t h e r e ,  move a l l  of t h e  people  o u t .  And what 
t hey  were going t o  do w a s  t o  move them--I b e l i e v e  they  had 
some--well, n o t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  camps, b u t  some a r e a s  where they 
moved c i v i l i a n  pe r sonne l  t o .  I d o n ' t  know what t h e y  c a l l e d  
it. 

10: Were they  r e fugee  camps? 

A. Y e s ,  sir, i n  t h e  Quang Ngai a r e a .  I remember t h e  
c o l o n e l  t a l k i n g  t h a t  t h e  ARVN comiiander s a i d  they  c o u l d n ' t  do 
it because they had s o  many t h a t  were f u l l ,  t h a t  they d i d n ' t  
have any room f o r  them. But t h a t  w a s  what he wanted t o  do: 
move them o u t  and p u t  them i n t o  a r e fugee  camp u n t i l  t hey  could  
go i n  and c l e a n  t h i s  complete ly  o u t .  I n  o t h e r  words,  any th ing  
they  s a w  o u t  t h e r e  would be enemy. There would be no doubt 
i n  anybody's  mind t h a t  any th ing  i n  t h e  a r e a  would be enemy. 
They would go i n  and occupy it and s t a y  t h e r e .  How long  they  
were going t o  s t a y  o r  how long they  would occupy it, I d o n ' t  
know, s i r .  But t h a t  is  what t hey  wanted t o  do and complete ly:  
w e ' l l  occupy it, show t h e  people  t h a t  we had g o t t e n  r i d  of  t h e  
VC, t h a t  we had t u r n e d  it back ove r  t o  them, and then  t r y  t o  
win t h e  people  ove r .  I guess t h a t  i s  what t h e  whole t h i n g  was 
about .  

MR WEST: 
ques t ed  by 
example? 

Do you know whether t h i s  t y p e  
t h e  ARVN, t h e  commander of t h e  

of o p e r a t i o n  was 
2d ARVN Div i s ion ,  

r e -
f o r  

A. NO, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  
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Q - You i n d i c a t e d  tha t  they  would b e n e f i t  by it,. they 
would la ter  move i n  and occupy t h e  a rea?  

A. Well, I don 't know i f  t h a t  was' what they had agreed 
on o r  no t ,  b u t  t h i s  is  what t h e  colonel  wanted them t o  do. H e  
wanted them t o  move i n  and occupy. A s  t o  whether they w e r e  
going t o  o r  n o t ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

C . A t  l e a s t  dur ing  t h i s  planning period they w e r e  
conferring with  t h e  ARVN commander? 

A. Tha t ' s  what the  colonel  wanted them t o  do, yes ,  sir, 
t o  move t h e  2d ARVN ~ i v i s i o ni n t o  t h e  a rea .  A s  f a r  as whether 
they  agreed t o  move i n ,  I do n o t  know, s ir .  

Q . You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  Colonel GAVIN perhaps p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  the  planning,  a t  l e a s t  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  of fu rn i sh ing  enemy in-
t e l l i g e n c e - Do you know of any f u r t h e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  he had i n  
t h e  p lans?  

A. No, sir. About a l l  I know is  t h a t  he d i d  p a r t i c i p a t e  
i n  it, sir .  I know t h a t  he came up while  the  opera t ion  w a s  being 
planned and everything.  I know t h a t  he came up t o  LZ Dot t i e  
and he was involved, bu t  I d o n ' t  know what information he brought 
up o r  what was d iscussed .  

Q Do you remember when t h i s  was? Was it with r e l a t i o n  
t o  t h e  opera t ion  t h a t  g o t  o f f  on the  16th of March? 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember. I d o n ' t  remember j u s t  how 
long-- i t  wasn ' t  t oo  long before the  a c t u a l  ope ra t ion ,  but  I 
don ' t . .  ., 
Q W a s  it on t h e  o rde r  of a week? 

A- Well I ' d  say a week o r  longer ,  a week o r  more. 

Q - Perhaps two weeks? 

a- Well, I d o n ' t  remember how long it was, b u t  I would 
s a y  it was a week o r  longer .  I remember him coming up t o  t h e  
LZ Dot t i e  and it was just before dark when he came up t h e  t he  
LZ. 
I0: I t h i n k ,  j u s t  f o r  the  record it would be wise t o  in-
d i c a t e  t h a t  we a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  Major GAVIN a t  t h a t  t i m e .  H e  is 
now a l i e u t e n a n t  co lone l ,  but  a t  t h a t  time he was a major. 
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MR WEST: I b e l i e v e  you s t a t e d  t h a t  as f a r  a s  you a r e  aware 
t he  ARVN t r oops  were n o t  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  i s  
t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Yes, n c t  tc ~zrtizipatei n  t h e  gperation--yov mean 
i n  t h e  a c t u a l  ope ra t ion?  

Q. Yes. 

A .  No, s i r ,  

Q Did t h e  e a r l i e r  p l a n  c a l l  f o r  a p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of 
ARVN t r o o p s  t o  your knowledge? The one t h a t  was cance l l ed?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  s i r .  Maybe it d i d .  I d o n ' t  
know i f  it w a s  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  one e a r l i e r ,  o r  it was t h e  
p r i o r  p lanning  of t h i s  same o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  2d ARVN w a s  t o  
do something a c r o s s  and west  of Highway 1. I d o n ' t  know i f  
it was t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  o r  t h e  p r i o r  p l ann ing  o r  n o t ,  b u t  I 
know i n  one oQ the o p e r a t i o n s  Lye 2d A m was to - - I  d o n ' t  
remember i f  t hey  were supposed t o  b lock  o r  i f  t hey  were going 
t o  make a sweep i n  t h a t  a r e a  o r  what it was, b u t  they were 
supposed t o  do something a c r o s s  Highway 1. I d o n ' t  remember 
which o p e r a t i o n  it was, s i r .  And I c a n ' t  be s u r e  i f  they  were 
t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q. Now, i n  your p r i o r  tes t imony you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  u l t i m a t e  o b j e c t i v e  w a s  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  enemy i n  t h e  a r e a .  
Was t h i s  d e s i g n a t e d  o r  d e s c r i b e d  as a s ea rch  and d e s t r o y  miss ion? 

A.  S i r ,  you mean l i k e  a company? Well ,  a company on a 
sea rch  and d e s t r o y  miss ion  wouldn ' t  go through t h e  same procedure  
a s  a company des igna t ed  t o  go t o  an a r e a  and p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  an  
o p e r a t i o n .  Is t h a t  what you mean, s i r ?  

Q - Well t h i s  term sea rch  and d e s t r o y  was used by many 
people  t a l k i n g  t o  us d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  and I was j u s t  
wondering whether  i n  t he  p lanning  s t a g e  t h i s  was des igna t ed  
a s  such,  a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Well,  n o t  i n  t h e  terms of  t h e  way--like I say a 
company, a company t h a t ' s  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  and they a r e  moving 
i n  an  a r e a ,  they  a r e  s ea rch ing .  That  would be a sea rch  and 
d e s t r o y  miss ion .  But a t  t h a t  t ime they  a r e  looking  f o r  some-
t h i n g ,  I would say t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  was planned i n  t h e  terms t h a t  
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they  know where he is and they a r e  going a f t e r  him. I d o n ' t  
know i f  I ' m  making myself c l e a r  as t o  what I mean. 

Q .  You mean t h e r e  i s n ' t  any need t o  sea rch ,  they
knew where t h e  enemy w a s .  Is t h a t  t h e  idea?  

A. Well, t h a t  w a s  t he  p lan  of t h e  opera t ion ,  yes ,  
sir, It i s n ' t  l i k e  a company, which is j u s t  sea rch ing  an 
a r e a  and looking f o r  the  enemy. This opera t ion  w a s  plan-
ned i n  a way t h a t ,  h e ' s  he re  and w e ' l l  drop i n .  And t h i s  
w a s  t o  t u r n  i n t o ,  I guess you would c a l l  it, a sea rch  and 
des t roy;  bu t  it s t i l l  wouldn't  be i n  t h e  way a u n i t  o u t  
f o r  an o p e r a t i o n  of sea rch  and des t roy .  Maybe I 've g o t  
t h e  wrong terminology of it, b u t  t h i s  a r e a  was noth ing  b u t  
tunne l s  and holes .  It was j u s t  l i k e  a beehive,  t h e  whole 
c o a s t  along t h e  c o a s t a l  peninsula  and in t h i s  area a l s o .  
And t h e  enemy in previous opera t ions  had evaded by t h i s  
means, by h o l e s  and tunnels .  I n  f a c t  they had gone i n  
some tunne l s  and went f o r ,  w e l l  I d o n ' t  know, f o r  hours 
and hours and never  come t o  t h e  end of  them and they would 
come out,  

But a f t e r  t h e  in i t ia l  landing and s t a r t  of t h e  
opera t ion ,  it w a s  supposed t o  be a more slow and thorough 
search  of t h e  a r e a  than  it had been before  because before  
it had j u s t  been more o r  less a sweep through. W e  would 
never  g e t  anything t h a t  .way and t h i s  t i m e  it w a s  t o  be, 
as I said, a more thorough o r  slower search  of t h e  a r e a  and 
r e a l l y  search  it ou t .  

Q - Destroy t h e  enemy as you found them? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q What about t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of bunkers, houses,  
tunne l s ,  and s o  f o r t h .  Was t h i s  p a r t  of the  planning? 

A. The major tunne l s  and bunkers, sir. I d o n ' t  
t h ink  we destroyed a l l  of them. A l l  o r  any l i t t l e  tunne l  
t h a t  we came t o ,  it would j u s t  almost be impossible.  But 
i n  the  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  they had destroyed a tunnel  t h e r e  be-
f o r e ,  and it came about the  same way. The u n i t  was j u s t  
working i n  t h e r e  and they found it. They found o u t  how 
l a r g e  it was and then they changed p lans  and moved equipment 

(STEPHENS) 6 8  APP T-74 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

i n  t o  d e s t r o y  it. Well,  it would be t h e  same t h i n g  h e r e .  I f  
t hey  found a major t u n n e l  o r  something,  t hen  they  would d e s t r o y  
it* 

Q Would you d e f i n e  your unders tanding  of t h e  te rm 
sea rch  and d e s t r o y  a s  it i s  used i n  connec t ion  w i t h  an opera-
t i o n ,  t o  c h a r a c t e r i z e  an o p e r a t i o n ?  

A.  Well,  y e s ,  s i r ,  it could be c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  a 
s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y ;  and w e l l ,  I guess  t h a t  is  what they  c a l l  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h e n ,  s i r ,  a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y .  And I f i g u r e d  
it had such a d d i t i o n a l  d u t i e s  t h a t  w e r e  d e s c r i b e d  such as you 
go i n  and s e a r c h  thoroughly .  

Q.  And f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  p r i m a r i l y  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  enemy? 

A.  Yes, s ir ,  

Q.  And secondly t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  f i g h t i n g  bunkers ,  t h e  
i n s t a l l a t i o n s  t h a t  were used by t h e  eremy? 

A.  Yes, and any equipment o r  s u p p l i e s  t h a t  he had t h a t - -
maybe I have t h e  wrong i d e a  of a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y ,  b u t  t h e  
i n i t i a l  p l a n ,  w e l l ,  it could  be c a l l e d  a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y .  
But i f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  p lanned i n  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  he i s  h e r e ,  
w e l l ,  t h a t ' s  why they  f l e w  them i n .  

Q You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  it w a s  d e s i r e d  t o  g e t  t h e  popula-
t i o n  o u t  o f ' t h e  area. I g a t h e r  t h i s  was because they had in -
t e r f e r e d  w i t h  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e r e  i n  t h e  p a s t .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Was it a l s o  pl&ined t o  g e t  r i d  of  t h e  h a b i t a t i o n s ,  
t h e  houses  i n  which they  l i v e d ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q Was it a p a r t  of t h i s  p l a n  t o  g e t  t h e  popu la t ion  
o u t ?  / 

A. I neve r  hea rd  any th ing  about  i t ,  s i r ,  as t o  des-
t r o y  any of  the houses o r  any th ing .  S e v e r a l  o f  t h e  houses 
were des t royed .  But as f a r  as t h e  p l a n s  t o  go i n  t o  d e s t r o y  
them, t h e r e  w a s  none, n o t  t o  my knowledge. 
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Q - W e l l  t h i s  w a s  i n  f d c t  done dur ing  t h e  t h r e e  days 
of t h e  opera t ion .  Severa l  i-la.!ilzts were burned. This took 
p l a c e  over  a two o r  t h r e e  day per iod ,  bu t  you d i d n ' t  h e a r  of 
t h i s  being planned? 

A. No, sir ,  it wasn ' t ,  n o t  t o  my knowledge. The 
opera t ion  d i d  n o t  c a l l  f o r  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  no t  a d e s t r u c t i o n  of 
hamlets o r  bu i ld ings .  I t  d i d n ' t  c a l l  f o r  t h a t ,  t h a t  I know 
anything o f ,  sir.  C f  course I was n o t  i n  on the--I  d i d  n o t  
h e a r  t h e  o r d e r  given. I d o n ' t  know what was s a i d  o r  what t h e  
o rde r  c o n s i s t e d  o f ;  bu t  as  f a r  a s  any of t h e  p lans  t h a t  I knew 
anything o f ,  it d i d n st c ~ l lf o r  t h i s ,  no, sir. 

Q. I f  you had t o  name one person, who would you say 
conceived t h i s  opera t ion  and who took the  l ead  i n  planning i t ?  

A. Well, I t h i n k  Colonel BARKER was the--I  d o n ' t  know 
j u s t  what a l l  he d i d ,  but  I know he made s e v e r a l  v i s i t s  i n  
r e fe rence  t o  it, I d o n ' t  know i f  a l l  h i s  v i s i t s  t h a t  he made 
p e r t a i n e d  t o  t h i s  opera t ion;  he v i s i t e d  the  2d ARVN commander 
a l o t .  But I would say t h a t  w a s  h i s  goal .  H i s  p l an  f o r  t h i s  
was t o  r i d  it of t h e  VC, That was one t h i n g  t h a t  he d i d  want 
t o  do because we had had some bad opera t ions  i n  t h a t  a r e a  and 
t h e  word w a s ,  as I s a i d  be fo re ,  it was a VC a r e a .  And I 
b e l i e v e  they were j u s t  VC dominated. No one e l s e  went t h e r e ,  
no one else had been i n  t h e r e  before  our  u n i t s  went t h e r e .  
And, more o r  l e s s ,  h i s  d e s i r e  was t o  c l ean  t h i s  a r e a  o u t .  
d o n ' t  know i f  Colonel BARKER d i d  a l l  t he  planning o r  i f  it 
was h igher  headquar ters  t h a t  requested him t o  do t h i s ;  it 
may have been t h a t  way. Higher headquarters  may have reques ted  
t h a t  he do t h i s .  But a s  f a r  as I know Colonel BARKER was t h e  
one. I know t h a t  t h e  c l ean ing  was h i s  d e s i r e ;  t h a t  i f  he 
cleaned t h i s  a r e a  ou t  and go t  t h e  ARVN t o  move back i n  and 
occupy t h i s  a r e a ,  i- would be w e l l  worth h i s  e f f o r t .  

Q. 
p lan? 

To what e x t e n t  d i d  Major CALHOUN p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  the  

A. 
CALHOUN 

Well, Colonel BARKER worked c l o s e l y  with Major 
i n  everyth ing  they d id .  J u s t  what Major CALHOUN s a i d ,  

I d o n ' t  know. I never  heard them t a l k i n g .  But as  c lose  a s  
they  were, I t h i n k  Major CALHOUN would  probably know what was 
going on, sir.  

Q. Well, you d i d  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  you b e l i e v e  t h a t  he went 
along on some of t h e  t r i p s  down t o  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion  with 
Colonel BARKER t h e r e  i n  the  planning s t age?  
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A. Yes, sir,  I be l i eve  he d i d .  To t h e  b e s t  of my know- 
ledge he d i d  go t o  t h e  2d ARVN with  the  co lone l .  

Q Sergeant  STEPHENS, a r e  you aware of what e x t e n t  t o  
which t h i s  opera t ion  was approved by h igher  headquar te r s ,  b r i -
gade, d i v i s i o n ?  

A. No, s ir .  A s  I s a i d ,  I d o n ' t  know. Maybe t h e  o r d e r  
came down f o r  him t o  move i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  o r  maybe he reques ted  
permission t o  move i n t o  t h i s  a r e a .  The only t h i n g  I ever  heard 
anything about w a s ,  "Well, we ' re  going back." I d o n ' t  
remember e v e r  hea r ing  him say ,  "Well, they want us t o  go back, " 
o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  I never heard t h a t .  

Q .  Do you remember anything being done t o  o b t a i n  
approval of br igade  o r  d i v i s i o n  a f t e r  t h e  p lan  w a s  formulated? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember. I 'm s u r e  it was because 
t h i s  was n o t  i n  our  AO; and t o  go i n t o  another  AO, you had 
t o  have permission. This I d o n ' t  t h i n k  could be worked be- 
tween our t a s k  f o r c e  commander and the'  2d ARVN. Well, it w a s  
no t  a d i v i s i o n  po l i cy ;  I don' t be l i eve  t h a t  t h e  colonel  could 
do t h a t .  Before he could take t h e  t a sk  f o r c e  and move i n t o  
another  a r e a ,  he would a t  l e a s t  have t o  have permission from 
the  br igade.  He'd have t o  have permission a t  l e a s t  t h a t  f a r  
and I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  it was a l l  t he  way through d i v i s i o n  t o  move 
t o  another  a rea .  How t h i s  was done o r  when it was done, s i r ,  
I d o n ' t  know. 

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  What about a r t i l l e r y  and h e l i c o p t e r s ?  

A. The 1 1 t h  Brigade had t h e  174th.  I know a t  one t ime,  
s i r ,  gunship support  had t o  be approved through d i v i s i o n .  And 
I d o n ' t  know i f  t h i s  came ou t  a f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion  o r  before  
t h a t ,  but  I know a t  one time while  I was t h e r e  t h a t  before-- 
w e l l ,  t h e  br igade  c o u l d n ' t  say we ' re  going t o  use our  gunships 
f o r  t h i s  opera t ion .  I t  would have t o  be from d i v i s i o n  because 
d i v i s i o n  would have t o  approve these  gunships even though they 
were i n  suppor t  of t h e  br igade .  I t  would have t o  be approved 
from d i v i s i o n  t h a t  they would be used f o r  an opera t ion  be- 
cause d i v i s i o n  may want a l l  t he  gunships nor th  o r  something. 

Q 	 What about the  s l i c k s ?  

A. This was t h e  same way. The a v i a t i o n  was c o n t r o l l e d  
, 	 by d i v i s i o n .  Now I d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  i f  it was a t  t h i s  time o r  

no t ,  b u t  I know a t  one time before  I l e f t  the  l l t h  Brigade it 
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w a s  t h a t  way. You could r c ~ i c eyour p lans ,  bu t  they  had t o  be 
approved by d i v i s i o n  b e c a u s ~  d i v i s i o n  may have ano the r ' th ing .  

Q - How about a r ranging  f o r  TAC a i r  support?  

A. This  I b e l i e v e ,  sir, comes through d i v i s i o n .  Also 
Quang Ngai had a FAC i n  t h e i r  a rea .  I d o n ' t  know if they could 
ge t  t h i s  through him o r  no t ,  sir. I d o n ' t  know about t h a t ,  
sir. 

10: Well I t h i n k  t h a t  they followed t h e  normal proce- 
dure,  very f r ank ly .  You had t o  do two t h i n g s .  I f  you wanted 
TAC a i r  s t r i k e s  you had t o  p u t  them i n  f o r  preplanning.  Those 
had t o  be known the n i g h t  before  s o  t h a t  they could make t h e  
necessary coordina t ion .  But any time you go t  a u n i t  i n  con-
t a c t  you could g e t  TAC a i r  support  i n  a  m a t t e r  of minutes 
simply by c a l l i n g  an emergency. 

n 

A. Immediate, yes ,  sir. It would work t h e  same way, CC 
yes ,  s ir ,  Preplan t h e  n i g h t  before ,  o r  when you were i n  con- IT 

t a c t  you could g e t  an immediate. 
f-

MR WALSH: Sergeant ,  you descr ibed  the  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  were 
encountered with c i v i l  populat ion i n  e a r l i e r  ope ra t ions  and 
a l s o  t o l d  t h a t  Colonel BARKER was concerned about t h a t  prob- 
l e m ,  c o n t r o l  of t h e  c i v i l  popula t ion ,  i n  the  planning of t h i s  
opera t ion ,  I t h i n k  you Said  one of the  s t e p s  considered was 
an a t tempt  t o  c l e a r  a l l  of t h e  c i v i l i a n  populat ion o u t  of t h i s  
a r e a  s o  you could go i n  and r e a l l y  c l ean  it o u t ,  and t h a t  t h i s  
was n o t  f e a s i b l e  because of t h e  l a r g e  number of people.  Have 
I understood your testimony c o r r e c t l y  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ?  

A. Well, i n  moving t h e  personnel  o u t ,  a t  one time I 
know t h a t  t h e  2d A W N  commander--or it may have been a pro-
vince commander, o r  whatever they have. Someone i n  Quang 
Ngai, anyway, f e l t  t h a t  they d i d  not  have room t o  put  t h e  
people i n  when they moved them ou t .  I remember t h i s  being 
t a l k e d  about ,  n o t  as it w a s  being d iscussed  and I was t h e r e ;  I 

b u t  it was d iscussed  i n  t h e  TOC, j u s t  t a l k i n g  t h a t  they d i d n ' t  
have room t o  put  t h e  people. I remember t h a t .  Now, what 
e l s e  was planned and what a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  I d o n ' t  know, sir.  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any d i scuss ion  Colonel BARKER 
o r  any of t h e  o t h e r s  engaged i n  planning the  opera t ion  had as  
t o  what measures should be taken with r e s p e c t  t o  e i t h e r  
t h e  c o n t r o l  of t h e  c i v i l i a n  populat ion o r  safeguarding non- 
combatants i n  the  area?  
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A .  Well i n  previous opera t ions ,  s ir ,  most of the  t imes ,  
t h e  c i v i l i a n  populat ion would f l e e  back down t h i s  Highway 521 
t o  Highway 1. And a l s o  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h i s  i s  exac t  o r  i f  
t h i s  was t h e  opera t ion  it per t a ined  t o ,  but  anyway t h i s  was a 
market day o r  something and these  people were supposed t o  be 
going t o  market. And ehey f i g u r e d  t h a t  t h e y  would be moving 
out  of the  a r e a  o r  t h a t  they  would f l e e  down i n  t h i s  a r e a .  
And now, whether they d i d  o r  n o t ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

COL FRANKLIN: Do you know i f  Colonel BARKER explored t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  of g e t t i n g  National  Po l i ce  t o  a i d  i n  the  c o n t r o l  
of t h e  c i v i l i a n  populat ion i n  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A ,  There was some c i v i l i a n  p o l i c e ,  s i r ,  on one of  the  
opera t ions .  I d o n ' t  know i f  it was t h i s  opera t ion .  I th ink  
they  had about 1 5  out  t h e r e  on one of the  opera t ions .  I t  
may have been t h i s  one. I know on one of the  opera t ions  t h e r e  
w a s  some c i v i l i a n  po l i ce .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any d i scuss ion  i n  t h e  planning s t age  
about t h e  problem of the  VC in termingl ing  with the  c i v i l i a n s  
popula t ion  and j u s t  what could be done about i t ?  

A.  No, sir, I d i d n ' t .  Anything t h a t  I heard about 
t h e  opera t ion ,  s i r ,  w a s  just--wel l ,  maybe the  major o r  t h e  
colonel  o r  Captain KOTOUC o r  some of t h e  company commanders 
may be i n  the  a r e a  and they would be i n  the  c o l o n e l ' s  van. 
The only t h i n g  I would ever  hear  i n  any of the  planning of 
t h e  opera t ions  would be i f  they came i n s i d e  j u s t  t a l k i n g  and-
maybe I ' d  h e a r  something, but  n o t  i n  any of t h e  planning o r  
d i scuss ion  of the opera t ion ,  sir.  I never heard any of t h i s .  

Q. What w a s  t h e  procedure f o r  g e t t i n g  National  Po l i ce  
f o r  Task Force Barker? 

A. I b e l i e v e  they contac ted  Major GAVIN t o  g e t  
t h i s ,  sir. 

Q . Who's they? 

A. The co lone l ,  s ir ,  Colonel BARKER. 

Q. Your shop, the  S2 shop, d i d n ' t  handle t h a t ?  
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A. I b e l i e v e  Major Cl !, 1i;UN d i d ,  sir. It may have been 
Captain KOTOUC. E i t h e r  Captain KOTOUC o r  Major CALHOUN, and I 
b e l i e v e  t h i s  w a s  worked through Major GAVIN. Now Major GAVIN 
may n o t  have furn ished  t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce ,  bu t  maybe he 
contacted whoever d id .  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. We1.i. we know t h a t  on t h i s  opera t ion  t h e r e  w e r e  
Nat ional  P o l i c e  used. Did you have a time l i m i t  you had t o  
go i n  before  t o  g e t  them, o r  could you g e t  them almost 
i n s t a n t l y  i f  you ever  needed them? 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  renember any problem of eve r  having 
t o  g e t  them, but  t h e  time it took t o  g e t  them, I d o n ' t  know, 
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they eve r  had .much of a problem g e t t i n g  them, 
no, s i r .  

Q This business  about t h i s  being a market day and 
everybody being o u t ,  who t o l d  you t h a t ?  Where d i d  you hear  
thr '+? 

A. The major and t h e  colonel  were t a l k i n g  i n  t h e  TOC. 
?s  I s a i d  a while  ago, I have never heard any d i scuss ion  of t h e  
p lan  of t h e  opera t ion .  But t h i s  would j u s t  be i n  t h e  TOC and 
t a l k i n g  and I remember t h a t  t h e  co lone l ,  I be l i eve  it was t h e  
co lone l  f o r  s u r e ,  t h a t  s a i d  it. Well anyway, it was one of t h e  
two, the  major and t h e  colonel  were t a l k i n g ,  and I b e l i e v e  Major 
CALHOUN s a i d  something about the  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o r  
something t o  this word. I d o n ' t  remember j u s t  how. And 
Colonel BARKER s a i d  something about the  word t h a t ,  "Well, 
tomorrow i s  t h e i r  market day and they f i g u r e  t h e y ' l l  be out . "  
Now who h e ' s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  as t o  who is " they , "  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  
know. And he s a i d ,  "They f i g u r e  t h a t  t h e y ' l l  be leaving  e a r l y  
going t o  market. " 

Q Was he t a l k i n g  about p u t t i n g  f i r e  on t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  
a prep,  i n  conjunct ion with t h i s ?  

A. There was a prep planned, yes ,  sir.  

Q This conversa t ion  you' r e  t a l k i n g  about between 
Major CALHOUN and Colonel ZARKEX, were they d i scuss ing  t h i s  
i n  conjunct ion with t h e  prep i n  the  v i l l a g e ?  Were t h e  two 
connected? 
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A. I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  I d o n ' t  
remember i f  they  were t a l k i n g  about  a r t i l l e r y  when they  were 
t a l k i n g  about  t h e  c i v i l i a n s .  I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  

Q - Why d i d  Major CALHOUN hope a l l  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  would 
be o u t ?  What w a s  t h e  r ea son  t o r  t h l s ?  Why dld he say  t h a t ,  
and what w a s  t h e  p o i n t ?  

A.  Well,  s i r ,  c i v i l i a n s  i n  an a r e a  when an a r t i l l e r y  
prep  i s  coming i n  i s - - w e l l ,  t h e r e  are going t o  be a l o t  of  
them h u r t .  And, w e l l ,  t h i s  w a s  n o t  something t h a t  they  wanted. 

Q - They w e r e  t a l k i n g  t h e n  i n  connec t ion  wi th  a  p rep  
t h e n  perhaps  he was saying--

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, sir, I d i d n ' t  h e a r  them say and 
I don1t want t o  say t h a t  I d i d  hea r  them say  about  p rep ,  s ir .  
But t h e  c i v i l i a n  popu la t ion  i n  t h i s  area--and it could  have 
been n o t  on ly  from a r t i l l e r y  b u t  where two companies a r e  going 
i n  and move i n t c  an area--wel l ,  t hey  were concerned wi th  t h e  
c i v i l i a n s ,  I q u e s s ,  s i r .  ., , 

Q .  They were concerned,  t h e n ,  w i th  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  
and t h i s  was said by Najor  CALHOUN. Did you g e t  t h e  impress ion  
t h a t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  would be gone, s o  c i v i l i a n s  wouldn ' t  g e t  
h u r t ?  

A, Tha t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  would be o u t  of t h e  a r e a  by t h e  
t ime of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  remember j u s t  what w a s  t h e  
word t h a t  was s a i d ,  s ir ,  b u t  I know t h a t  they  were t a l k i n g  
l i k e  t h i s .  I remember d i s t i n c t l y  t h e  words, "Tomorrow's t h e i r  
market  day ,"  o r  t r a d e  day or - - I  b e l i e v e  they c a l l e d  it t h e i r  
market  day. I remember t h o s e  words and t h i s ,  I 'm s u r e ,  
came from t h e  c o l o n e l .  And as t o  what they w e r e  t a l k i n g  about  
o r  what t hey  were r e f e r r i n g  t o ,  I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  A t  t h a t  
t ime they  could  have been t a l k i n g  about  an a i r  s t r i k e  on t h e  
v i l l a g e  because I d i d n ' t  know what t hey  were t a l k i n g  about .  
I knew t h a t  whatever  it w a s  i n  connec t ion  wi th  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  
I knew t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  be ing  p lanned ,  b u t  a s  t o  why and 
what t hey  were r e f e r r i n g  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  

10: W e ' l l  t a k e  a r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t ime.  
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(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1130 hours ,  9  February 
1970. ) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1132 hours ,  9 February 
1970.) 

I0: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: A l l  persons p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  recessed  are 
aga in  p resen t .  

MR WEST: Sergeant  STEPHENS, l e t ' s  move t o  t h e  day of t h e  
Son M y  ope ra t ion ,  t h e  morning of 16 March 1968. Your p r i o r  
testimony i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  you were on duty i n  t h e  Task Force 
Barker TOC dur ing  t h a t  morning. Would you t e l l  b r i e f l y  who 
else w a s  i n  t h e  TOC dur ing  t h a t  morning? 

A. I w a s  t h e r e ,  sir; Sergeant  JOHNSON, the o p e r a t i o n s  
serqeant ;  P4ajor C - W O U N ;  Captain LEWELLEN; the s e r g e a n t  from 
t h e  MP's. 3 

G 

4
Q - WARREN? 
T-

A. WARREN, yes ,  s ir ,  WARREN. The s e r g e a n t  t h a t  worked 
with Captain LEWELLEN on t h e  n i g h t  duty,  I d o n ' t  remember h i s  
name. I 'm s u r e  t h e  S3 c'lerk was t h e r e .  I don 't remember i f  
Sergeant  HALL, t h e  commo s e r g e a n t ,  w a s  t h e r e  o r  not .  The 
a r t i l l e r y  se rgean t ,  l i a i s o n  se rgean t ,  and I b e l i e v e  Captain 
KOTOUC was i n  t h e  TOC a t  t h a t  time too ,  sir.  And Lieutenant  
WATKINS, I be l i eve  was h i s  name, I b e l i e v e  he was i n  t h e r e  
from t h e  commo s e c t i o n .  Lieutenant  WATKINS was e i t h e r  i n  
t h e  TOC o r  he was with the  colonel .  I 'm no t  s u r e  where he 
w a s .  

Q. Who w a s  with Colonel BARKER i n  h i s  C&C s h i p  t h a t  
morning a t  the  o u t s e t . 
A. Captain VAZQUEZ, t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ,  was 
with him. I d o n ' t  know i f  he c a r r i e d  anyone with him f o r  
comrno a t  t h i s  time o r  no t ,  sir.  Sometimes he c a r r i e d  Sergeant  
HALL with him and, as I s c i d ,  Lieutenan.t WATIUNS may have been 
with him. I d o n ' t  remember, s i r ,  who e l s e  was with him. 
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Q You're n o t  c l e a r  on where Captain  KOTOUC was? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q Could he  have been wi th  Colonel  BARKER e a r l y ?  

A. Capta in  KOTOUC and L i e u t e n a n t  WATKINS went on an 
o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  him one t i m e ,  s i r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember i f  
it was t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  o r  n o t .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  I unders tand  t h a t  you and Major 
CALHOUN and Se rgean t  THOMPSON monitored t h e  r a d i o s  i n  t h e  
TOC t h a t  morning. 

A. Se rgean t  JOHNSON? \ 

Q. Sergeant  JOHNSON. What d i d  I say?  

A. THOMPSON, sir .  

Q. Sergeant  JOHNSON, y e s .  .., 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  w e  d i d .  Everyone could h e a r  t h e  r a d i o ,  
s ir ,  everyone could h e a r  t h e  r a d i o .  I d i d n ' t  work on t h e  
r a d i o s .  They were up on a t a b l e  and I was s i t t i n g  back i n  
t h e  back.  Major CALHOUN and Sergeant  JOHNSON were working 
a t  t h e  t a b l e  where t h e  r a d i o s  were. 

Q. And they  were hand l ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a s p e c t s  o f  
moni tor ing  t h e  r a d i o s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  they  were working on t h e  r a d i o s  and 
Capta in  LEWELLEN w a s  a t  t h e  end of  t h e  t a b l e .  H e  had a t a p e  
r e c o r d e r ,  h e  was making a t a p e .  

Q. Now I want t o  ask you about  your  p r i o r  t es t imony 
concern ing  a  t r a n s m i s s i o n  you h e a r d  coming over  t h e  aero-
s c o u t  n e t  which you i n d i c a t e d  you though t  was from Major 
WATKE, a s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  i nnocen t  c i v i l i a n s  w e r e  be ing  k i l l e d .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. T h i s  i s  q u i t e  s i g n i f i c a n t  and I wish you 'd  go o v e r  
t h a t  a g a i n ,  p l e a s e .  Give us  t h e  d e t a i l s  and f i x  t h e  t ime .  
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A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  remerwer t h e  e x a c t  t i m e ,  I t  w a s  on 
up i n  t h e  morning though; it was before  noon. And it w a s  on 
up, w e l l ,  a t  least midmorning, I ' d  say.  

Q W a s  it before  o r  a f t e r  Colonel BARKER came back 
the f i r s t  t ime, 

A, I b e l i e v e  it was a f t e r ,  sir. I 'm p r e t t y  s u r e  
it w a s  a f t e r ,  The reason t h a t  I'm s o  s u r e  t h a t  it w a s  on 
up i n  the morning w a s  because t h e  personnel  had c l e a r e d  o u t  
in t h e  TOC, Normally they d i d n ' t ,  b u t  I 'd say four  o r  f i v e  
of us w e r e  working i n  the TOC a t  t h i s  t i m e .  And on t h i s  one 
morning w e  had more than normally i s  i n  the  TOC, They had 
moved o u t  because t h e  a c t i o n  had more o r  less eased up. Not 
much w a s  going on and everyone had moved o u t .  But as b e s t  I 
remember, it came in on t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  t h e s e  people are--I 
d o n ' t  want t o  say  t h a t  it w a s  k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s  because t h a t ' s  
n o t  b h a t  I heard. It w a s  something p e r t a i n i n g  t o  c i v i l i a n s .  
The- ' -.jc- C-~;BI,LV:; I b e l i e v e ,  c a l l e d  t h e  colonel--something 
'&aut t3e peopi;?, check the people,  or you might want t o  check, 
he d i d n ' t  tz3 Z Lim t o ,  he s a i d ,  "You might want t o  check on 
t h e  s e ~ p l e ,what t h e y ' r e  doing. " I d o n ' t  remember j u s t  what 
was s a i d .  And t h a t  w a s  a l l .  There was no d i s c u s s i o n  went 
on about it o r  anything. Then later,  Major WATKE came in 
and t h e  reason I say it w a s  Major WATKE, a t  t h a t  t i m e  I d i d n ' t  
know who, The reason I &ay it was Major WATKE is because later 
:.hen he came i n  t o  h i s  pad and landed down below our  TOC, he 
came up t o  t h e  TOC. When he came i n  t h e  door,  j u s t  as soon as 
he came i n ,  I d o n ' t  remember i f  he s a i d  something t o  Major 
CALHOUN o r  Major CALHOUN s a i d  something t o  him. But anyway 
they  met r i g h t  i n s i d e  the  door and then they moved away. I 
d o n ' t  know--it seemed t h a t  Major WATKE asked him, !'Were you 
t h e  one t h a t  g o t  my r e p o r t ,  o r  "Were you the  one t h a t  g o t  
t h a t  r e p o r t  about the  c i v i l i a n s , "  o r  something. T h a t ' s  
a l l  I remember. I d o n ' t  remember. I d o n ' t  know i f  t h a t ' s  
t h e  exact  words t h a t  were s a i d  bu t  it was something about 
t h e  r e p o r t .  And then they moved away and where they went 
I d o n ' t  remember, sir.  I d o n ' t  know i f  the  co lone l  was i n  
a t  t h i s  t ime and they went t o  t a l k  t o  him or--well ,  I d o n ' t  
rememeber what happened. I ' m  no t  c l e a r  as t o  what d i d  happen, 
bu t  I remember Major WRl'Kh comlng I n  t h e  door and then him and 
Major CALHOUN moving away. I remember t h a t .  

00 

X 
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Q - Did you hea r  t h e  conve r sa t ion  t h a t  fol lowed between? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  hea r  any th ing  t h a t  was d i scussed .  
T h a t ' s  a l l  t h a t  I do c l e a r l y  remember i s  Major WATKE coming 
i n s i d e  t h e  TOC. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  When you hea rd  t h i s  t r a n s m i s s i o n  you
b e l i e v e d  t o  be Major WATKE, d i d  Major CALHOUN h e a r  t h i s ?  
Master Se rgean t  JOHNSON? 

A. W e l l ,  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  it came over  t h e  r a d i o ,  s i r .  
Sergeant  JOHNSON may have n o t ,  s i r .  A s  I s a y ,  t h i s  i s  on up 
l a t e r  i n  t h e  morning and he may n o t  have been t h e r e  a t  t h e  
r a d i o  a t  t h a t  t ime.  But Major CALHOUN was t h e r e ,  y e s ,  s i r .  
H e  is  t h e  one t h a t ,  i f  i t ' s  t h e  same t h i n g  I remember and i f  
I remember c o r r e c t ,  c a l l e d  Colonel  BARKER when t h e  r e p o r t  came 
i n .  He c a l l e d  him and t o l d  him something-- "Check on 
what t h e  people  a r e  d o i n g , "  o r  "You might want t o  check on 
t h i s , "  something t o  t h i s  word. 

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  L e t ' s  go back a l i t t l e  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  
morning. Sometime e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  morning t h e  123d o p e r a t i o n s  
s e c t i o n  r e c e i v e d  complaints  from t h e i r  p i l o t s  t h a t  Sharks were 
shoo t ing  up c i v i l i a n s  around t h e  a r e a ,  s i m i l i a r  compla in t s .  
And they  c a l l e d  over  t o  t h e  Task Force Barker TOC. Captain  
MOE o r  somebody e l s e  w a s  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  s e c t i o n  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  
and r e l a y e d  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion .  Did you t a k e  any of  t h e s e  c a l l s ?  

A. No, s i r .  That  cou.ld have been t h e  way t h a t  t h e  
r e p o r t  came i n ,  s ir .  It could have come i n  t h a t  way o v e r  the--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I 'm n o t  s ay ing  t h i s  i n  n e c e s s a r i l y  
t h e  same t h i n g .  

A. No, s i r .  This  could have been t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  
came i n ,  b u t  I know it was a r e p o r t  t h a t  came i n  t o  t h e  TOC, 
s i r .  And I w a s  s u r e  t h a t  it came o v e r  t h e  r a d i o .  I t  may n o t  
have,  I can '  t be s u r e .  

Q .  W e l l ,  I ' m  n o t  connec t ing  t h e  two e v e n t s  n e c e s s a r i l y .  
I ' m  a sk ing  you, do you remember r e c e i v i n g  any c a l l s  from t h e  
123d t h a t  morning r e l a y i n g  in fo rma t ion  t h a t  they g o t  from t h e i r  
r a d i o s  t h a t  Sharks  o r  o t h e r s  were k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  C h a r l i e  
Company a r e a .  

(STEPHENS) 7 9  

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

APP T-74 

-



FOR OFFICIAL U S E  ONLY 


A. No, sir ,  t h e  only tilil:g I r e m e m b e r  of t h e  Sharks 
w a s  they were opera t ing  up t o  t h e  nor th  of t h i s  521 and t h e  
123d had t h e  area from 521 down t o  the  r i v e r .  I remember 
hea r ing  them t a l k i n g  t h a t  they  k i l l e d  one he re ,  two t h e r e ,  o r  
something. I remember one t i m e  t h e  Sharks asked them t o  le t  
them come a c r o s s  because they  s p o t t e d  some o r  had some 
running. But I d i d n ' t  hea r  any c a l l s  l i k e  t h a t ,  no, sir. 
W e  wuuldn't  .iear t h i s  on our  r a d i o s ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e ,  because 
t h e y ' r e  opera t ing  on t h e  Warlord's  n e t ;  and t h e  gunships w e r e  up 
on our n e t ,  t h e  t a s k  farce n e t .  Then t o  t a l k  t o  t h e i r  
ope ra t ions ,  they  would be on t h e i r  n e t .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e  
would hea r  t h i s .  

Q. You w e r e  monitoring Colonel BARKER'S t ransmiss ions  
t h a t  morning? 

A. yes ,  s i r .  

0. p- .-emember dur ing  t h e  morning he made a\ 7 n  

t ~ a n s7.lssion sn \rhich he s a i d ,  "Higher says t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  
ey-ess ive  people being k i l l e d  o u t  t h e r e , "  o r ,  "Too many 
2o- 2 being k i l l e d " ?  He was t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  company commanders. 

Do you remember t h i s  t ransmiss ion?  

A. No, sir.  

T?: While t h i s  was going on, Sergeant  STEPHENS, t h e s e  
r e p o r t s  had been coming i n  concerning 1 k i l l e d ,  1 4  k i l l e d ,  
69 k i l l e d ,  and so f o r t h .  Did you have any d i scuss ions  on 
t h e  r a d i o  with Sergeant  GERBERDING? 

A ,- No, s i r .  On t h e  r a d i o ,  s i r ?  

Q.  Yes, o r  on t h e  l a n d l i n e .  

A. No, s i r ,  not  wi th  Sergeant  GERBERDING, s i r .  Our 
r e p o r t s  would go i n t o  t h e  TOC. We had an S 2  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
t h a t  worked i n  t h e  TOC wi th  t h e  3 and t h i s  would go i n  on t h e  
l a n d l i n e .  Sergeant  GERBERDING d i d n ' t  work i n  t h e r e ,  sir.  

Q. Well ; T i ~ n d e r s t - a n dh e  was i n  there t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
morning i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  Sergeant  KIRKPATRICK'S  be ing  i n  t h e  TOC. 
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And t h e r e  w a s  some q u e s t i o n  r a i s e d  concerning t h e  69 t h a t  had 
been r e p o r t e d  k i l l e d  and how they were k i l l e d .  

A.  No, s ir ,  n o t  t o  my knowledge. You mkan i n  re-
p o r t i n g ,  s i r ,  when they c a l l e d  up t o  t h e  TOC and they were 
t a l k i n g  t o  them and they were--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  From LZ D o t t i e  t o  t h e  TOC a t  LZ 
Bronco, t h i s  c a l l i n g  i n  t h a t  69  VC had been k i l l e d  by a r t i l -  
l e r y .  There w a s  q u i t e  a  b i t  of  d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  went on between 
t h e  TOC and D o t t i e  t o  exp la in  how t h e s e  people  had been k i l l e d .  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember any d i s c u s s i o n  going on 
between them a s  t o  how. Maybe it d i d  l a t e r  on, s i r .  I d o n ' t  
remember a d i s c u s s i o n  though, even a t  a l a t e r  t i m e ,  as  t o  
how it went on. But I know r i g h t  a t  t h e  t i m e  when t h e  a c t i o n  
w a s  happening and t h e  r e p o r t - - n a t u r a l l y  when they r e p o r t e d  
t o  d i v i s i o n ,  d i v i s i o n  wanted a thorough r e p o r t .  And s o  they  
would come back and want a thorough r e p o r t ,  b u t  you j u s t  c a n ' t  
g ive  a  thorough r e p o r t  as t o  how i t ' s  happening because i t ' s  
be ing  r e p o r t e d  over  t h e  n e t  and t h i s  . n e t  ' s  t i e d  up a t  t h a t  
t i m e .  But I d o n ' t  remember any d i s c u s s i o n  a s  t o  how it was 
happening o r  anyth ing  of t h a t  n a t u r e ,  no,  s i r .  

Q W e l l  t o  make t h i s  p o i n t  a l i t t l e  c l e a r e r ,  Task Force 

Barker l o g  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  C h a r l i e  Company r e p o r t e d  69 VC KIA.  

I b e l i e v e  t h e  t ime is a t  0840 i n  t h e  morning. The 11 th  Brigade 

l o g  i n d i c a t e d  a t  0930 t h a t  69 w e r e  r e p o r t e d  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y .  

This  i s  one of t h e  t h i n g s  I ' d  l i k e  t o  see i f  w e  could c l a r i f y .  


A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember, I d o n ' t  remember any d i s -  
cuss ion .  The t i m e  l a p s e  I can unders tand.  I say unders tand ,  
I could  probably see where t h e  t i m e  l a p s e  would come i s  t h a t  
t h i s  may have n o t  been r e p o r t e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e  a t  0830 when it 
a c t u a l l y  happened. And I ' m  s u r e  it was n o t  r e p o r t e d  a c t u a l l y  
when it d i d  happen, b u t  a f t e r  it happened. Seldom it e v e r  
i s  r i g h t  a t  the e x a c t  t i m e  when it does happen, so  t h i s  could 
have been 1 0 ,  it could have been 4 0  minutes l a t e r .  Then t h e  
r e p o r t  could come i n  a t  0830 w e  k i l l e d  69 i n  a c e r t a i n  p l a c e ,  
t hen  i f  t h i s  0930--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  I ' th ink y o u ' r e  missing t h e  
p o i n t .  I f  you r ead  i tem 22 which is  e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  l o g  a t  0840, 
it i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  6 9  were k i l l e d .  I t  d o e s n ' t  say  how they w e r e  
k i l l e d .  A t  0935 i t e m  number 53 i n  the  b r igade  l o g  i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  69 w e r e  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y .  So n o t  only i s  t h e r e  a  d e l a y ,  
b u t  t hen  t h e r e ' s  t h e  added s t a t emen t  t h a t  they were k i l l e d  by 
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a r t i l l e r y  which i s  n o t  indicated i n  t h e  Task Force Barker log .  
Do you rernemhr any d i s c u s s i c n  about t h a t  when you w e r e  t a l k -
i n g  with GERBERDING, with Captain HENDERSON, o r  with Sergeant  
KIRKPATRICK? 

A. No, sir ,  I d o n ' t .  I d o n ' t  remember any. d i s c u s s i o n  
with briga,<:z t ' l a t  c~orning a t  a l l ,  sir. I d o n ' t  remember anyone 
i n  t h e  TOC d i scuss ing  wi th  br igade  on t h a t .  

Q Who would have been d i scuss ing  t h e  t h i n g ?  Probably 
it wouldn'~: have been y u ~ ,  you were t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  se rgean t .  

A. Well, I would send t h e  s p o t  r e p o r t .  It could have 
been e i t h e r  me o r  Sergeant  JOHNSON o r  Major CALHOUN t h a t  s e n t  
the s p o t  r e p o r t  t o  br igade .  The s p o t  r e p o r t  would be rece ived  
a t  br igade.  It could be by t h e  S2 c l e r k  which worked i n  t h e  TOC 
o r  it could have been--I b e l i e v e  Captain HENDERSON w a s  working
inthr: b-.',-,12 Z 3 C  a t  t h a t  time and I d o n ' t  think--

IZ - ( I n t e r s o s i n g )  But you want t o  recognize what w e ' r e  
t a l k i n g  about he re ,  now. nt c, 

A. Yes, s i r .  -
(Z - We're t a lk inq , , abou t  a s i t u a t i o n  with Task Force 
Barker and the  11 th  Brigade and t h i s  is  t h e  b i g g e s t  o p e r a t i o n  
t h i s  br igade  has  been engaged i n ,  c e r t a i n l y  up t o  t h a t  t i m e .  
You i n d i c a t e d  previous ly  t h a t  t h e r e  were a l a r g e  number of 
people i n  your TOC u n t i l  t h e  t h i n g  s o r t  of q u i e t e d  down and 
so o n ,  and you can assume t h a t  t h e r e  was a l i k e  number i n t e r e s -
t e 4  i n  t h i s  t h i n g  back i n  the  11 th  Brigade. 

A ,  Yes, sir. 

Q - So t h a t ' s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  e x i s t e d  a t  t h a t  t ime. 

A. S i r ,  t he  time l a p s e  i f  they were k i l l e d  a t  0840--
I d o n ' t  know who k i l l e d  them, i f  Charl ie  Company k i l l e d  them 
a t  0840, it could have been 0940 before  t h i s  r e p o r t  could come 
i n ,  s i r .  

Q - I t ' s  a l ready  i n .  I t ' s  entered  i n  t h e  log  a t  0840  
i n  t h e  t a sk  fo rce .  

A. Yes, sir ,  but when t h e  r e p o r t  would come i n ,  t h e  
r e p o r t  may have been a t  0930, s i r ,  and they r e f e r r e d  back a t  
0840. The time element would say a t  4 0  minutes ago. 
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Q- No, we ' re  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  t ime t h e  message came 
i n .  We're n o t  t a l k i n g  about when it happened. We're t a l k i n g  
about  t h e  t i m e  t h e  message came i n .  The word g o t  t o  Task Force  
Barker  a t  0840  t h a t  Cha r l i e  Company had k i l l e d  69. 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q T h a t ' s  c l e a r ,  they  d o n ' t  s t a r t  jugg l ing  t h e  l o g
back and f o r t h .  The e n t r i e s  go down i n  your  worksheet  j u s t  
as they  come i n ,  and t h a t ' s  t h e  way t h e  l o g  is  main ta ined .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Well, t h e r e ' s  no use i n  go ing  on t o o  long  on t h i s  
i f  you d i d n ' t  h e a r  it and you d o n ' t  know any th ing  about  it. 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember any d i s c u s s i o n  about  
it. . . 

MR WEST: Se rgean t  STEPHENS, Colonel  BARKER cane back i n t o  
t h e  TOC a f t e r  h i s  f i r s t  t ime o u t  over  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a ,  I 
b e l i e v e  somewhere around 0830. Do you r e c a l l  when he f i r s t  
came i n ?  

A .  S i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember him coming t o  t h e  TOC t h e  
f i r s t  t i m e  he came i n .  I d o n ' t .  I was under t h e - i m p r e s s i o n  
t h a t  he d i d n ' t  come t o  t h e  TOC;  t h a t  he came i n ,  r e f u e l e d ,  
+nd went back o u t .  

Q W e l l  now a t  0829  he ,  over  t h e  r a d i o ,  t a l k e d  t o  
Se rgean t  JOHNSON. This i s  r i g h t  a t  0830 he s a i d ,  "I 'm re-
t u r n i n g  t o  D o t t i e ;  I ' l l  s t o p  i n  t h e  TOC and b r i n g  you up 
t o  d a t e . "  J u s t  b e f o r e  t h a t  p o i n t  t h e r e  had been communications 
back and f o r t h .  This  i n c i d e n t l y  shows up on Capta in  LEWELLEN1s 
t ape .  They had been d i s c u s s i n g  C h a r l i e  Company' s c a s u a l t y  
f i g u r e s  and Colonel  BARKER r e c e i v e d  a f i g u r e  of  8 4  from C h a r l i e  
Company. I t  w a s  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h i s  t h a t  he t o l d  S e r g e a n t  JOHNSON: 
"Returning t o  D o t t i e ;  I ' l l  s t o p  i n  t h e  TOC and b r i n g  you up t o  
d a t e . "  I want you t o  t h i n k  hard  and s e e  i f  you can remember 
h i s  coming back i n t o  t h e  TOC a t  t h a t  t i m e  and t a l k i n g  t o  Ser-
gean t  JOHNSON. T e l l  us what took  p l a c e .  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  know what took p l a c e .  A s  I s a y ,  t h e  
f i r s t  t ime I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he came i n  t h e  TOC. The second t ime 
he came i n  maybe he d i d ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember. Maybe he d i d  
come i n  the TOC, s i r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember what was s a i d  o r  
I d o n ' t  remember what went on a t  t h a t  t i m e .  Maybe he d i d  come 
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i n  t h e  TOC b u t  I don 't remerniier t h i s  , sir. I don 't remember 
anything. 

Q. This  would have been about an hour a f t e r  t h e  
opera t ion  r e a l l y  g o t  s t a r t e d .  An hour had gone by and he 
came i n  j u s t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  0830; he had t o  r e f u e l .  

A. I d o n ' t  remember anything t h a t  happened o r  any-
t h i n g  t h a t  makes me remember what happened a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  

Q - Yoc remember h i s  coming i n  t h e  second time? A f t e r  
he went o u t  he caqe ~ C ~ L ' Ca second time. You ' l l  remember they  
had a dustof  f  i n  Bravo Yompany and he went o u t  in  h i s  C&C 
s h i p  and made t h e  dus tof f  h imsel f .  H e  came back and dropped 
o f f  a t  Dot t ie .  H i s  C&C s h i p  went on and took t h e  wounded 
a l l  t h e  way* H e  came back i n  t h e  TOC a t  t h a t  t i m e .  Do you 
remember t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir,  I remember. I remember him being i n  t h e  
TOC. I remember him s tanding  i n  the  middle of t h e  TOC backed 
up a g a i n s t  a t d 3 l e  l i k e  he was l ean ing  a g a i n s t  it. But I 
d o n ' t  remember anything,  sir. There 's  j u s t  nothing t h a t  makes 3 
ne remember \ rhat  w a s  s a i d  o r  what was d i scussed ,  sir.  CT 

CV: 


Q Do you remember t o  whom he was t a l k i n g ?  T-

A. No, sir. ,.. 

Q Along about t h i s  time do you remember Colonel a 

HENDERSON, Colonel MACLACHLAN, and o t h e r s  who had been o u t  
wi th  Colonel HENDERSON t h a t  morning, coming i n ?  

A. I remember Colonel HENDERSON coming up, s ir .  I 
d o n ' t  remember what time it was. Maybe t h a t ' s  why I d o n ' t  
remember Colonel BARKER o r  anything happening i n  t h e  TOC t h a t  
went on a t  t h a t  t ime. Well, it j u s t  d o n ' t  make a p i c t u r e  of 
o r  make me remember anything t h a t  happened t h a t  morning except  
I do remember him s tanding  t h e r e .  I remember Colonel HENDERSON 
coming up. I d o n ' t  remember who was with h i m .  I be l i eve  
Colonel HENDERSON came i n  the  TOC. A t  one time I remember 
Colonel HENDERSON s i t t i n g  t h e r e  looking a t  t h e  map and then 
they moved ou t s ide  up on t h e  s i d e  of the  hill. 

Q . Who a r e  you t a l k i n g  about? 

A. Colonel HENDERSON and--
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Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Colonel BARKER? 

A. Colonel BARKER, bu t  I d o n ' t  remember who---

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Where was Major CALHOUN a t  t h i s  time? 

A .  S i r ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Did Major MCKNIGHT come i n  then? Colonel LUPER? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  I remember Major MCKNIGHT 
being up t h e r e  on severa l  occasions bu t  I d o n ' t  remember any-
t h i n g  being done o r  s a i d  t h a t  causes me t o  remember what d id  
take  p lace ,  s i r .  You say them being t h e r e ,  I remember being 
t h e r e ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  remember it being t h i s  day. 

10: Do you remember an A i r  Force l i e u t e n a n t  co lone l  t h a t  
you probably hadn ' t  seen before  t h a t  t ime, Sergeant  STEPHENS, 
being wi th  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. I c a n ' t  say t h a t  it was t h a t  day, s ir .  I remember 
him coming up t h e r e .  I b e l i e v e  he d i d  only v i s i t  us up t h e r e  
one time. I t  may have been t h a t  day. I c a n ' t  say,  sir,  i f  it 
w a s  j u s t  t h i s  day o r  n o t .  

Q We're t a l k i n g  about Colonel MACLACHLAN, t h e  ALO, 
who w a s  with Colonel HENDERSON t h a t  morning. 

A, S i r ,  I c a n ' t  say yes o r  no. 

MR WEST: Well t h i s  would have been dur ing  t h e  pe r iod ,  say ,  
0930 t o  0950, along i n  t h e r e ,  perhaps a l i t t l e  l a t e r .  Do you 
remember a time when t h e  TOC was g e t t i n g  p r e t t y  crowded with 
people. The opera t ion  was s t i l l  going on and you were pro-
bably s t i l l  g e t t i n g  good r a d i o  t ransmiss ions .  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I remember. A s  I s a i d  though, I ' m  no t  
s u r e  i f  i t ' s  t h i s  opera t ion .  I ' m  s u r e  it was, yes ,  I remember 
some of t h e  people coming i n  the  TOC. Yes, I be l i eve  t h e  
opera t ion  had qu ie ted  down a l o t  though a t  t h i s  t ime.  

Q I t  would have by t h i s  t ime, yes .  Can you r e c a l l  
some of t h e  d i scuss ion  t h a t  took p l a c e  now when the  v i s i t o r s  
were t h e r e  i n  t h e  TOC? 

A, No, sir. I remember when they came i n ,  s i r ,  they 
came o u t s i d e  t h e  TOC and were t h e r e  a long t ime. But I d o n ' t  
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t h i n k  t h e y  s t a y e d  i n  t h e  1 ' O i  ve ry  long ,  sir.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so. 
I n  f a c t ,  a l l  of  them may ha1-e n o t  come i n  because t h e y  w a s  ou t -
s i d e  and t h e y  came i n s i u e  f o r  jus t - -wel l ,  I j u s t  vaguely r e m e m -
b e r  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  t h e r e  and then  I know they  went back o u t s i d 2 .  
I d o n ' t  know if some o f  them s t a y e d  t h e r e  while--well ,  I d o n ' t  
know j u s t  what happened t h e n ,  sir. 

Q - Okay. Nowrwhen you say  " they" ,  whom do you mean? 

A. W e l l  t h e r e ' d  be  Colonel  BARKER, and Colone l  HENDERSON. 
I b e l i e v e  Major MCKNIGHT w a s  w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON. 

Q.  A r e  you s u r e  h e  was t h e r e ?  

A.  No, s i r ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  who w a s  t h e r e .  
I do know t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON was t h e r e .  T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  
one t h a t  I d e f i n i t e l y  do remember be ing  t h e r e ,  sir. 

Q. OkayY Do you remember General  KOSTER coming i n ?  
The l o g  shows he  came i n d a t  0935. 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  General  KOSTER t h a t  
day. Now i f  h e  came there - -

Q.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The ev idence  i s  t h a t  h e  came t h e r e  4 

a t  9:35. S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h i s ,  h e  was b r i e f e d  by Colonel  BARKER. 
Were you p r e s e n t  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. No, s i r .  I remember t h e  g e n e r a l  coming t o  o u r  a r e a  
t h a t  morning b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he  came i n  t h e  TOC. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
h e  eve r  came i n  t h e  TOC.  Maybe he came down o f f  t h e  h i l l  down 
t o  t h e  TOC area b u t  I d o n ' t  remember him coming i n  t h e  TOC, no, 
sir. 

I0: Is it p o s s i b l e  t h a t  Colonel  BARKER b r i e f e d  him, b u t  
b r i e f e d  him e i t h e r  up by t h e  h e l i p a d  o r  o u t s i d e  t h e  TOC some 
p l a c e  

A .  Yes, sir.  

MR WEST: Do you remember t h i s ,  Se rgean t  STEPHENS? 

A .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

10: General  DOLEMAN was a t h r e e - s t a r  g e n e r a l  and t h e  l o g  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t hey  a r r i v e d  a t  1645, were b r i e f e d  by Colonel  
BARKER, and depa r t ed  a t  1715? 
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A .  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h i s  took p l a c e .  I t  could have,  
sir.  I d o n ' t  remember it t a k i n g  p l a c e  a t  t h e  TOC. Now 
Colonel  BARKER'S b r i e f i n g s  could have t aken  p l a c e  i n  h i s  
van because he  had a map and e v e r y t h i n g  se t  up i n  h i s  van. 
But I d o n ' t  remember 2 t h r e e - q t a r  g ~ n ~ r a lbeing i 7  t h e  TOC.  
sir. 

MR WEST: L e t ' s  go t o  t h e  nex t  a f t e r n o o n ,  t h e  1 7 t h .  Briga-
d i e r  General  YOUNG a r r i v e d  d u r i n g  t h e  a f t e rnoon .  Can you 
t e l l  us whom h e  v i s i t e d  then  and what he  d i d ?  

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  remember i f  he  was v i s i t i n g  
w i t h  Colonel  BARKER o r  w i th  someone e l s e ,  sir.  I d o n ' t  r e -
member what it could be. General  YOUNG v i s i t e d  t h e  t a s k  
f o r c e  q u i t e  o f t e n .  H e  came down about  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  t imes  
a week. Many t imes  h e  would j u s t  come and s i t  i n  t h e  TOC, 
s i t  down and watch o p e r a t i o n s  f o r  a l i t t l e  wh i l e  and t a l k  
t o  whoever was i n  t h e r e .  Sometimes he  would come and t h e  
c o l o n e l  w o u l d n ' t  b e  t h e r e .  He would j u s t  s i t  down i n  t h e  
TOC. 

Q - Do you remember h i s  v i s i t i n g  t h e r e  t h e  f i r s t  day 
o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  16 th?  

A .  No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember. I d o n ' t  remember t h i s  
d a t e  o r  any th ing  s p e c i a l  about  t h e  v i s i t s .  I d o n ' t  even 
remember him be ing  t h e r e .  

Q Okay. 

10:  Did you have any c o n v e r s a t i o n  wi th  S p e c i a l i s t  
HAEBERLE and S p e c i a l i s t  ROBERTS when they  r e t u r n e d  from t h e  
f i e l d  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n ,  t h e  a f t e rnoon  of t h e  1 6 t h ,  which should  
have been sometime a long  about  1 6 0 0  o r  1700. One was a  P I0  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  and t h e  o t h e r  w a s  a photographer .  

A. I d o n ' t  remember e v e r  t a l k i n g  t o  HAEBERLE. up a t  
LZ D o t t i e ,  sir.  The on ly  t i m e  I eve r  t a l k e d  t o  him was a t  
Bronco. But ROBERTS, I remember t a l k i n g  t o  him b u t  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  it was about  t h i s .  Maybe it has  been,  s i r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
remember e x a c t l y  when it was t h a t  I d i d  t a l k  t o  him. I d o n ' t  
remember i f  it was t h i s  day o r  n o t .  

Q .  We know, f o r  example, t h a t  HAEBERLE and ROBERTS 
wanted t o  come i n  t h e  TOC and Major CALHOUN threw them o u t ,  s o  
t o  speak ,  and subsequent ly  t h e y  t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  BARKER. 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. And I w a s  j u s t  wondzring i f  e i t h e r  of them had 
t a l k e d  t o  ;cu a t  t h a t  t i m ~ ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q- O r  up a t  LZ Dot t i e?  

A. No, sir. The only  t i m e  I e v e r  t a l k e d  t o  e i t h e r  
one of then, I remember I t a l k e d  t o  ROBERTS up a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  
one t ime,  This  w3.s i n s i d e  t h e  TOC, 

Q .  D i d  e i t h e r  of t h e m  mention t o  you t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
they had observed q u i t e  a few dead c i v i l i a n s ,  noncombatants? 

A. No, sir. This must no t  have been t h e  opera t ion  on 
the 1 6 t h  when I t a l k e d  t o  them. I t  must have been another  one. 
There w a s  another boy wi th  ROBERTS, a s h o r t  boy, b u t  it must 
not have he^: t h i s  dav, sir.  I d o n ' t  remember t a l k i n g  t o  
HAEljERL:: ,-ta ~ land 1 d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it w a s  this t i m e  t h a t  I 
t a lked  t o  ROBERTS. A t  t h e  t i m e  I t a l k e d  t o  him, no opera t ion  
or anything was discussed.  

Q - A l l  r i g h t ,  t h e r e  were a couple of o t h e r  people 
t h a t  r e tu rned  t o  LZ Dot t i e  who had been i n  t h e  a r e a .  Do you 
remember t a l k i n g  t o  your i n t e r p r e t e r ,  Sergeant  HIEN? 

-A. On t h e  day of the  opera t ion ,  s i r ?  

Q- Yes, t h e  evening of t h e  opera t ion .  

A.- No, sir.  Well, I probably did--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Did he mention anything t o  you? D i d  
anybody mention anything t o  you, anything about t h e  Nat ional  
Po l i ce  having executed some PW's? 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h ink  he d id .  I n  f a c t ,  I would say ,  
no one t h i s  day. I d o n ' t  t h ink  it was a t  t h i s  time bu t  it was 
later. I d o n ' t  know i f  it w a s  a t  t h i s  opera t ion  but  anyway it 
w a s  when they had t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

Q- Well, we know t h a t  they had t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce .  
They were picked up t h a t  day and taken t o  t h e  l aager  a r e a  of 
Bravo and Char l ie  Company. We know t h a t .  
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A. This  was on ',.- - =.lldline. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
I ever  t a l k e d  t o  br igade  J E  t h e  r ad io .  

Q. But on t h e  7-andline, yo^. were communicating back 
and f o r t h  with t5.em? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  r ece iv ing  a  c a l l  from Captain 
HENDERSON i n  t h e  course of t h e  morning opera t ion ,  r e p o r t i n g  
on a c o n f r o n ~ a t i o nt h a t  t h e r e  had been between t h e  a v i a t i o n  
u n i t  and t h e  ground fo rces?  Do you remember t h a t  c a l l  coming 
i n  t o  you? 

A. No, s i r .  I f  Captain HENDERSON had c a l l e d ,  s i r ,  I 
am s u r e  i f  I answered t h e  te lephone he would have asked f o r  
Major CALHOUN o r  one of t h e  o f f i c e r s .  He wouldn't--well ,  he 
never d i d ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember t ak ing  t h e  c a l l ,  no, s ir .  

(7. Did ;-ou g e t  any such c a l l  from Sergeant  KIRKPATRICK? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember him c a l l i n g ,  s ir .  And again t h e r e ,  
I th ink  i f  e i t h e r  one of them had c a l l e d ,  they would no t  have 
t a lked  t o  m e ,  

MR WALSH: Did you s e e  Colonel BLACKLEDGE a t  a l l  dur ing  t h e  16th? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember it f o r  s u r e ,  s i r ,  i f  I d id  o r  no t .  

Q .  Did you have an impression t h a t  you d id?  

A .  I know I remember him being up a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  s i r ,  
more than  once. I would say two o r  t h r e e  o r  four  t imes ,  b u t  
I d o n ' t  remember i f  t h i s  was one of t h e  t imes.  

Q Was he t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  you r e f e r r e d  t o  as  t h e  
br igade S2 t h a t  had a  kn i fe?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Did he customarily wear i t ?  

A. Well, sometimes, s i r .  Not a l l  t h e  t ime,  no, s ir .  

Q .  Could you desc r ibe  i t ,  t h e  kn i fe?  
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A,  I don 't know, s ir .  The handle and a l l ,  I suppose, 
was about t h i s  long (witness i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q About 1 8  inches long? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I would say about t h i s  long.  I t  was 
about t h i s  t h i c k  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , t h e  b e s t  I remember. I be l i eve  
it had a p o i n t  something l i k e  t h a t .  

(Witness i l l u s t r a t e s  on a p iece  of paper .  ) 

It came around l i k e  t h i s  (drawing) , t h e  b e s t  I 
remember and just--some c a l l e d  it h i s  axe. 

Q . I t  was worn on h i s  b e l t  with a  case? 

A,  Yes, sir. 

MR WEST: 1 , j u s t  have one o t h e r  ques t ion ,  Sergeant  STEPHENS. 
Was Sergeant  JOHNSON respons ib le  f o r  keeping t r a c k  of body 
count such as t h i s  Son M y  opera t ion?  

A .  No, sir.  You mean any body count? 

Q - Yes. 

A. Well, Sergeant  J O H N S O N  was the  opera t ions  se rgean t ,  
s ir ,  And t h e  way he was re spons ib le  f o r  the  opera t ion  of t h e  
TOC, i n  t h a t  way, yes ,  s i r .  I worked w i t h  him and the  log  
of r e p o r t s .  Normally he l e t  me handle these  as  t o  a l l  of t h e  
r e p o r t s  and everyth ing .  I kept  it because he had--well, one 
man opera t ing  i t  had h i s  hands f u l l  and normally I kept  record  
of the  k i l l e d .  Then a t  . the end of the  day, e s p e c i a l l y  on an 
opera t ion  l i k e  t h a t ,  we would g e t  toge the r .  We would s e e  t h a t  
he had everyth ing  I had and I would check t o  s e e  i f  he had 
everyth ing  i n  h i s  logs .  

Q . One reason I asked, dur ing  t h i s  morning of t h e  16 th ,  
he was on the  "push" t a l k i n g  about body count.  T h a t ' s  a l l  I 
have. 

MR MACCRATE: Sergeant STEPHENS, d i d  Sergeant  GERBERDING ever  
speak t o  you about the  envelope wi th  papers  t h a t  he kept  i n  
h i s  desk t h a t  Colonel BLACKLEDGE gave t o  him. 

A.  No, s i r .  
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Q Did you ever have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  when you g o t  back 
t o  br igade  of a s p e c i a l  e ive lope ,  close-hold papers  t h a t  Sergeant 
GERBERDING had? 

A. No, s i r ,  i d i d n ' t  know of any, H e  never  s a i d  any-
t h i n g  to  me about it. 

Q H e  shared  t h a t  with you? ~ ~ v e r  

A, No, sir, 

LTC BAUER: Did you t a " ~ t o  Captain KOTOUC a t  a l l  before  he went 
o u t  i n  t h e  f ' s l d  o r  wk3n he g o t  back t h a t  day- on the 16th? 

A.  As t o  .what happened, s i r ?  W e l l ,  I mean, n a t u r a l l y  
I t a l k e d  t o  him. W e  were t h e r e  toge the r ,  b u t  you mean d i d  I 
t a l k  t o  him concerning t h e  opera t ion  and what w a s  going on at 
t ha+  time? 

Q C  
 Thak i s  r i g h t .  

A. NU, sir. There is nothing t h a t  I t a l k e d  t o  anyone 
o r  i t - - thexe  w a s  never anything d iscussed  about what went on 
o u t  t h e r e ,  There j u s t  never  was a d i scuss ion  about anything N 

t h a t  went on, I ' m  s u r e  t h e r e  w a s  some d i scuss ion  going on, 
b u t  I was never a p a r t  of it. 

& .  

Q Did Captain KOTOUC t a l k  t o  you about an a l l e g a t i o n  
t h a t  had been made t h a t  Captain MEDINA had s h o t  a woman o u t  in 
the  f i e l d ?  

A. Well, t h i s  Captain MEDINA was the  one t h a t  s a i d  it 
himself .  

Q No, I 'm t a l k i n g  about the  1 6 t h ,  t h e  day of t h e  op- 
e r a t i o n .  

A. Captain KOTOUC didn 't t e l l  me t h i s .  I was i n  the  
TOC when Captain MEDINA came i n  and t o l d  h i s  ve r s ion  of what 
happened. 

Q. On the  16 th?  

A. It happened on t h e  16th .  

Q.  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about what happened on the  1 6 t h .  Did 
Captain MEDINA come i n  t h e  TOC on t h e  16th? 
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A. I d o n ' t  know, it was the  1 6 t h  o r  the  next  day t h a t  
he came i n ,  sir. But it was e i t h e r  t h a t  evening o r  the  next  
day, e i t h e r  t h e  16 th  o r  17th  t h a t  he came i n ,  and someone, I 
d o n ' t  know i f  it was Sergeant  JOHNSON o r  who, made remarks, 
"What's t h i s  r e p o r t  t h a t  they a r e  k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s ,  " o r  
some words t o  t h i s  e f f e c t .  Captain MEDINA shook h i s  head 
and s a i d ,  "I c a n ' t  understand it." The only t h i n g  he s a i d  
he could f i g u r e  t h a t  they were t a l k i n g  about was he was 
moving through t h e  a r e a  and s a i d  t h e r e  was a woman i n  a  hole .  
He s a i d  he looked a t  the  woman and she d i d n ' t  move o r  any-
t h i n g  and he turned  and s t a r t e d  on. Out of t h e  corner  of 
h i s  eye,  he s a w  h e r  move. He s a i d  he j u s t  wheeled around 
and sho t .  

Q We know the  s t o r y  on t h a t .  The p o i n t  I ' m  t r y i n g  
t o  g e t  a t  i s  the  time on this. You say he came i n  e a r l i e r  
on t h e  day Char l i e  Company made t h i s  CA o u t  t h e r e  o r  the  
fol lowing day? 

A. Tke b e s t  I remember, s i r ,  it was the  16 th  o r  17th.  
.. -

Q. Then h i s  u n i t  would have s t i l l  been i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  
h i s  company would have been i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. Well, h i s  company could have been brought i n , .  sir.  
I can '  t say t h a t  h i s  company was i n  t h e  f i e l d .  I don 't 
remember. I 'm s u r e  it was the  16 th  o r  17 th ,  I thought t h a t  
he was i n  t h e  TOC. I know, I remember t h a t  he had h i s  pack 
and everyth ing  on him. 

Q - Who e l s e  w a s  i n  t h e r e  a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. I b e l i e v e  Sergeant  JOHNSON. 

Q. Would t h e r e  have been Major CALHOUN, Colonel BARKER, 
Colonel HENDERSON, o r  any of t h e  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  br igade? 

A, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  Colonel BARKER would have been t h e r e  
because I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  who he was wa i t ing  f o r .  

Q. Okay now, t o  g e t  back on t h a t  s u b j e c t ,  we know t h a t  
Captain KOTOUC had t h i s  information on the  16th  and he i n  e f f e c t  
d iscussed  it wi th  Captain MEDINA. What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  
is  d i d  he d i s c u s s  it with anyone e l s e ?  Did you hear  any t a l k  
about it on t h e  16th? 

A. Did he d i scuss  him k i l l i n g  this c i v i l i a n  with anyone? 
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Q - Did you hea r  about it on t h e  1 6 t h ,  t h e  day it 
happened? 

A. No, s ir ,  I c a n ' t  say on t h e  16th .  I know t h a t  
is t h e  day it happened when he w a s  t e l l i n g  it i n  the TOC. 
1 d o n ' t  know b u t  t h e  day t h a t  it happened was t h e  16th .  But 
then  t h e  day he w a s  t e l l i n g  it i n  t h e  TOC, I c a n ' t  be s u r e .  

Q. One f u r t h e r  p o i n t ,  i t ' s  a completely d i f f e r e n t  
s u b j e c t .  L a t e r  on i n  A p r i l  sometime, some Vietnamese c h i l d -
r e n  came up t o  t h e  per imeter  i n  LZ Uptight and passed a p i e c e  
of VC propaganda over  t h e  fence.  One of t h e  t roops  w a s  on 
t h e  per imeter .  Did you l o g  that  a t  a l l  i n  your journa l?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  i f  it was logged i n  t h e  j o u r n a l  
o r  not .  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  i n c i d e n t  of c h i l d , ~ e nbr ing ing  
t h i s  paper. The only i n c i d e n t  I remember when they came up 
t h e r e ,  a t  Uptight ,  was with grown people and c h i l d r e n  and they  
came up t h e  pa th  up t o  t h e  g a t e .  

Q - Did they b r i n g  any papers  with them? 

A. Yes, sir. I 'm s u r e  they  d i d  bu t  I d o n ' t  remember 
what t h a t  w a s .  I d o n ' t  even r e c a l l  what it w a s  about. W e l l ,  
maybe it wasn ' t  t h a t  i n c i d e n t ,  it may have been another  i n c i -
dent .  One time they came up asking f o r  p r o t e c t i o n .  They were 
going t o  ga the r  r i c e  .one t i m e  and they came up asking f o r  
p r o t e c t i o n  t o  g a t h e r  t h e i r  r i c e  o r  something from t h e i r  
property.  But I d o n ' t  remember what--that may have been 
another  time. I d o n ' t  remember i f  it was t h a t  t ime. 

MR MACCRATE: Sergeant  STEPHENS, I would l i k e  t o  show you Exhi-
b i t  M - 3 5 .  You see  it i s  a Vietnamese paper and then t h e r e  i s  
an English t r a n s l a f i o n  on top  of t h a t .  I ask you i f  t h i s  is  
something t h a t  you ever  r e c a l l  see ing  before?  

A, N o ,  s ir .  

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of hear ing  t h a t  such 
a n o t i c e  of VC propaganda, a p iece  t h a t  shor t , ,  was d e l i v e r e d  
a t  LZ Uptight?  

A. No, sir. The only p iece  of propaganda I ever  saw, 
s i r ,  was j u s t  small  p ieces  of paper l i k e  t h i s .  I never s a w  a 
shee t .  I never saw t h a t  much. I n  f a c t ,  I never saw more than 
one s h e e t .  It would be,  maybe, on both s i d e s  ; bu t  it would 
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just only  be a s m a l l  p i e c e  l i k e  t h i s .  I never  s a w  t h i s .  I 
never  s a w  anyth ing  tha: l a r g e ,  a p i e c e  of p a p e r ,  

MR WEST: Thank you, Sergean t  STEPHENS. 

10;  The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

1970. ) 
(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1225  hour s ,  9 February 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: TAIT, Howard D. SP4 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 27 January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF:  N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: C Company, 26 th  Engineers .  

The w i t n e s s  went on one o p e r a t i o n  from LZ D o t t i e ,  
b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  he  w a s  w i t h  Task F o r c e  Barker  and 
though t  t h a t  t h e y  walked o u t  of t h e  LZ (pgs .  2 ,  3 ) .  
H e  b e l i e v e d  t h e  company w i t h  which he  went was B/1/20 
(pg.  1 0 ) .  H e  s t a y e d  o u t  f o r  a week on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  
and h e  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  he w a s  n e a r  a r iver  (pg. 3 ) .  The 
o p e r a t i o n  w a s  n e a r  t h e  beach (pg. 6 ) .  H e  blew up t u n n e l s ,  
dud rounds and  s u s p e c t e d  ho.oby.tr.aps. (p.g. 3) . H e  r e t u r n e d  
on  a h e l i c o p t e r  (pg. 7 ) .  The w i t n e s s  was excused when it 
w a s  disc-overed t h a t  h e  had n o t  accompanied t h e  16 March 
o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 11). 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1313 hours ,  27 January 
1970.) 

COL WILSON: Hearing w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  COL 
WILSON, MR WALSH, LTC NOLL, and MAJ THOMAS. 

The nex t  witmess i s  S p e c i a l i s t  Howard D. TAIT.  

(SP4 TAIT was c a l l e d  as  a wi tness ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  as  follows :) 

Please  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade,  and S o c i a l  
Secur i ty  account number. 

A. Howard E.  TAIT,  E-4,  

RCDR : S t a t e  your branch of s e r v i c e ,  your p r e s e n t  organi-
z a t i o n ,  and duty s t a t i o n .  .., 

A. Army, A Company, 17th Engineer B a t t a l i o n ,  2d Armor, 
F o r t  Hood, Texas. 

COL WILSGN: S p e c i a l i s t  TAIT,  where were you on March 1 6 ,  1968? 

A, A s  f a r  as  I remember, I was up i n  Quang ~ g a io r  
Duc Pho. 

Q - What was your assignment? 

A, I f  I was a t  Quang Ngai, I was a t t ached  t o  the  in-
f a n t r y  up t h e r e  and went t o  t h e  f i e l d  some t i m e .  . Whether o r  
no t  t h i s  was i n  March, I don ' t know. 

Q - Were you i n  Company C ,  26th Engineer B a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Did you ever  support  Task Force Barker? 

A, I was up t h e r e  once, sir'. 

Q - Up where? 
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A. Task Force B a r k e r .  

Q .  Whereabouts w e r e  you up there? 

A. Landing Zoce D o t t i e ,  

Q Y o u  w e r e  a t  Dottie?' 

A, Y e s ,  sir. 


Q - D i d  you go on a combat assault  w i t h  t h e m ?  


A. I w e n t  t o  t h e  f i e l d  i n  that area, b u t  I don't  be-
l ieve it w a s  Task Force B a r k e r ,  sir, 

Q - Who do you th ink it w a s ?  

A, J u s t  another operation. I don't  th ink it w a s  t h a t  
particular operation, 

L: - ;! : you up a t  the f i re  base w i t h  Task Force 
B a j , e r ,  one OL the f i r e  bases up there? 

A, 0 ,  s i r  When I w a s  up there the  w h o l e  1 / 2 0  In-
f an t ry  w a s  up there. 

Q It w a s n ' t  j u s t  C/1/20? 

A, No,  sir.  

Q . 3 u t  you w e r e  a t  D o t t i e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- L e t ' s  see if w e  can fix t h i s  t i m e .  When d id  you 

ge t  t o  V i e t n a m ?  


A, D e c e m b e r  2 1 ,  1 9 6 7 ,  


Q - D e c e m b e r  2 1 ,  1 9 6 7 ?  


A. Y e s ,  

Q- Who did  you come  over w i t h ?  D i d  you come  over 
w i t h  C Company?  
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A. NO,  s i r .  I came ove r  w i th  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade.  

Q- Okay. Is t h e r e  any th ing  about  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  op-
e r a t i o n  you went on t h a t  you remember? What happened? Was it 
an a i r l i f t ?  Did you go i n  by h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. No, s ir .  We walked o u t  o f  D o t t i e .  

Q - Well,  what I want t o  know i s  were you e v e r  on an 
o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  went o u t  of D o t t i e  o r  o u t  of Up t igh t ,  t h a t  went 
i n  e a r l y  one morning by h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I remember. When I l e f t  on 
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  we walked r i g h t  o u t  of D o t t i e ,  r i g h t  o u t  t h e  
f r o n t  g a t e ,  

Q You walked r i g h t  o u t  of t h e  f r o n t  g a t e ,  and how 
long  d i d  you walk? 

A. I guess we were o u t  about  something l i k e  a week, 
sir. 

Q Were you down on t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. I d.onlt  t h i n k  s o ,  s ir .  

Q Were you a s s igned  t o  t h e  eng inee r s  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q What d i d  you do on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Demolit ion work., 

Q What k ind  of demol i t ion  work d i d  you do? 

A. Blowing up t u n n e l s ,  o r  dud rounds,  o r  any sus-
pec t ed  booby t r a p s .  

Q Did you t ake  your demol i t i ons  wi th  you o r  d i d  you 
have them r e s u p p l i e d  each day? 

A. I took them wi th  me when I f i r s t  went o u t  and 
c a l l e d  i n  f o r  more when w e  found t u n n e l s .  
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Q - What s i z e  charge d i d  you use t o  blow a tunnel?  

7 
Al. I t  w a s  dependent on how b i g  it was, sir. Normally, 
i f  i t ' s  j u s t  a smal l  hole ,  about 30 pounds. 

Q o  T h i r t )  pounds f o r  a s m a l l  ho le?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Is t h i s  mostly composition C o r  TNT? 

A. . Whichever w a s  a v a i l a b l e ,  sir .  

Q. E i t h e r  one, it d i d n ' t  make any d i f f e r e n c e ?  

A. TNT would be p r e f e r a b l e .  C-4 would be f o r  c u t t i n g  
st- - T  51 s ~ ~ e + h . i n c rl i k e  t h a t .  

Q . You normally use about 30 pounds. I f  you w e r e  
wi th  the  u n i t  when they were moving i n  an o f f e n s i v e  s i t u a t i o n  
where they were c l e a r i n g  v i l l a g e s  and th ings  l i k e  t h i s .  How 
a r e  you going t o  g e t  a l l  of t h a t  demolit ion i n  t o  t a k e  c a r e  
of the  tunne l s  o r  do you s e l e c t i v e l y  blow tunne l s?  

A. Well, s ir ,  I j u s t  blew what tunnels  I was t o l d  
t o  blow. I f  I had enough demoli t ion,  ca r ry ing  it on m e ,  I 
would blow i t  r i g h t  t h e r e  wi th  what I had. I f  no t ,  I would 
r e p o r t  t h a t  t o  the  company commander and maybe c a l l  i n .  

Q.  C a l l  i n  f o r  more demoli t ion? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. I f  you take  a pound, o r  a h a l f  a pound, o r  a 
q u a r t e r  pound of TNT and wrap it with a pound o r  2 pounds 
of composition demoli t ion,  what do you th ink  you a r e  going 
t o  accomplish by t h a t ?  Are you going t o  demolish anything 
with t h a t  s i z e  charge? 

A. A h a l f  a pound of TNT? 

Q- A h a l f  a pound of TNT t o  de tonate  a pound o r  maybe 
2 of composition C. 

4 
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A.  W e l l ,  sir. I t  depends on what you p u t  it on. 

Q - J u s t  throwing it i n  a bunker.  

A .  It wouldn ' t  blow up a bunker.  I f  you were i n s i d e  
of it, it could  k i l l  you o r  s u r e  mess you up. 

Q - So i f  anybody uses  t h a t  s i z e  charge o r  t h a t  amount 
of demol i t i on  t o  throw i n t o  a bunker ,  they a r e  n o t  d e s t r o y i n g  
the bunker,  are they?  

A .  W e l l ,  s i r ,  you mean a  bunker ,  a h o l e  i n  t h e  ground, 
a s p i d e r  ho le?  

Q - Yes, I ' m  t a l k i n g  about a bunker--well ,  what about  
a s p i d e r  ho le?  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  a ho le  i n  t h e  ground b i g  enough f o r  a 
man t o  g e t  i n t o ,  a two-pound charge w o r ' t  d e s t r o y  it, no. 

Q What about  a bunker? You f i g u r e  about  30 pounds 
i s  about  average f o r  t h e  bunkers over  t h e r e ?  

A. For  t h e  h o l e s  I ' v e  had expe r i ence  w i t h ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Suppose t h e  i n f a n t r y  i s  u s i n g  a pound o r  two of 
exp los ives  t o  throw i n t o  bunkers ,  is  t h i s  going t o  accomplish 
anything? 

A. W e l l ,  i f  t h e r e  i s  anybody i n s i d e  it, s ir ,  b u t ,  
l i k e  I s a y ,  it won ' t  d e s t r o y  a h o l e  b i g  enough f o r  a man t o  
g e t  down i n t o .  I f  you are i n s i d e  t h e r e  and two pounds of 
e x p l o s i v e s  goes o f f ,  i t ' s  going t o  do something.  I f  it doesn ' t  
k i l l  you, I know i t ' s  going t o  cause  some damage t o  you. 

Q. Normally, as a r u l e ,  b e f o r e  you des t royed  a bunker ,  
d id  you s e a r c h  t h e  bunker o u t  o r  d i d  you d e s t r o y  it on t h e  
b a s i s  t h a t  s t a y i n g  o u t  of it--

A, ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The bunkers were s ea rched  b e f o r e  I 
e v e r  g o t  t o  them, sir. That  w a s  t h e  i n f a n t r y ' s  job.  

Q I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  i n f a n t r y  s ea rched  them o u t ,  
and t h e n  you w e r e  c a l l e d  i n  t o  blow them? 

(TAIT) 
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A. Y e s ,  sir, 

Q- Did you j u s t  take your 30 pounds, and pu t  it in 
t h e r e  and pu t  a charge on it, and detonate i t ?  

A. P f t e r  it was c lea red ,  sir. 

Q a - Did you lower it i n  t h e r e  by rope? 

A. No, sir. I climb in s ide  and j u s t  t ake  whatever 
amount, a box o r  ha l f  a box, o r  whatever and t ake  it in there, 
s e t  it up, and l i g h t  the  t i m e  fuse ,  and g e t  out .  

Q - You used t h e  fuse and not  the  detonator? 

A. I never used an e l e c t r i c a l  system. 

Q . Whqn d id  you take your R&R? 

A. 1 be l ieve  it was around October, sir. I know I 
had been i n  Vietnam 8 o r  9 months when I took it. 

Q. D o  you ever  remember going on an opera t ion  with 
the  u n i t  ou t  on the  coas t ,  ou t  on the South China Sea, by t h e  
beach? I. 

A .- I was on the  beach before,  sir. 

Q . Was it during t h i s  one operat ion? 

A. This i s  t h e  one I was t a l k i n g  about blowing o u t  
the  tunnels ,  s ir .  

Q. You were on the  beach? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q . You went out  of Dott ie? 

A, Yes, s i r .  

Q Do you have any idea  how long you had been i n  
country? 
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A.  When I went on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

Q Y e s .  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e .  

Q Can you r e l a t e  it t o  T e t ,  t h e  T e t  Of fens ive?  

A, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it was d u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e ,  s i r .  I f  
I r e c o l l e c t  r i g h t ,  when t h e  Te t  Offens ive  was on,  I was i n  base  
camp. 

Q - Where w a s  t h a t ?  

A. Duc Pho. I b e l i e v e  Tet  w a s  around February o r  
t h e  end of January.  

Q - End of  January.  

A. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  I was i n  t h e  base  camp then .  

Q - Did t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  occur  a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A, Y e s .  

Q How long  a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  

Q Do you remember when you l e f t  D o t t i e  t h a t  morning, 
d i d  you go wi th  t h e  u n i t  you were a t t a c h e d  t o  o r  d i d  you go 
i n  on a s i n g l e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A, No. I walked r i g h t  o u t  t h e  g a t e .  

LTC NOLL: Do you remember what d i r e c t i o n  you walked? And 
d i d  you e v e r  g e t  on any APC's a f t e r  you were o u t ?  I mean you 
w e r e  o u t  t h e r e  for 7 days.  You d i d n ' t  walk f o r  7 days ,  d i d  
you? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  we d i d .  I came back i n  on a h e l i c o p t e r .  
I walked o u t  t h e r e ,  and I walked f o r  whatever amount it was, 
approximately  a  week, and then  came back i n  on a h e l i c o p t e r .  
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COL WILSON: You never sa t  dc,.n and went i n t o  a defens ibe  
p o s i t i o n  and s tayed t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, sir. I mean I never walked cont inuously f o r  
a week. I mean--

Q - (Tntei-posing) Did you s t a y  anywhere i n  one p l a c e  
f o r  a couple days o r  d i d  you march every day? 

A. Ke moved every day, s ir .  

Q. How many engineers  were with you? 

A, Myself and one o t h e r ,  sir. 

Q. Who w a s  t he  o t h e r  man? 

A, MIESELLE (phonet ic )  , I d o n ' t  know h i s  f i r s t  name 
n,.- I - :  - ----I T )7e7_i.e7rnhe was a PFC. He w a s  new i n  t h e  coun-
c i y  . 
Q I Was it normal t o  keep any engineers  up a t  Dot t i e  
o r  d i d  they a l l  come from Duc Pho? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir .  I t  worked kind of funny. 
Sometimes our company would send a squad up t h e r e  which, i f  
I remember r i g h t ,  normally it was the  t h i r d  squad. We would 
go up, and we would s t a y  t h e r e  working on the  messhall  and 
o t h e r  cons t ruc t ive  work i n  base camp. And o t h e r  t imes they  
had us go up t h e r e ,  and then  w e  would go o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

Q . That was t h i r d  squad of what platoon? 

A. 2d Platoon. 

Q - Third squad of t h e  2d Platoon? 

A, Yes, sir. 

Q That was your squad, r i g h t ?  

A. No, sir, I was i n  the  second squad dur ing  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  time. I had been i n  every squad i n  t h a t  platoon. 
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a- But t h e  t h i r d  squad normally--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  They were t h e  ones t h a t  went up 
nor th  more than  anyone e l s e .  

Q - Went up t o  Dot t ie?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q- Who was the  squad l e a d e r  of t h e  t h i r d  squad, 2d 
Platoon? 

A. I t  w a s  Sergeant  DAVIS, Sergeant  DENNY, it va r i ed ,  
sir, Like I say ,  they changed. 

Q - That day you moved o u t  of D o t t i e ,  d i d  you go o u t  
before  daybreak? 

A. No, sir. I t  was i n t o  t h e  mcrning a b ~ u t9 :00 
o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  

Q Do you remember whether t h i s  was a company-size 
opera t ion  o r  platoon? 

A. We walked out  a s  a company b u t  I know t h a t  t h e r e  
were more companies o u t  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know i f  it was a j o i n t  
ope ra t ion  o r  what t h e  d e a l  w a s .  But, now, coming out  of D o t t i e ,  
it w a s  j u s t  one company. 

Q - Did you s t a y  wi th  t h a t  company t h e  whole time? 

A. Yes, sir. 

LTC NOLL: How d i d  you g e t  over  t o  t h e  coas t?  Do you know 
your r o u t e  of march? 

A, A l l  I know i s  w e  walked o u t  of D o t t i e ,  r i g h t  o u t  
onto  QL-1 and made a r i g h t ,  and went up the  road f o r  maybe 
1 0 0  meters ,  and made a r i g h t  back i n t o  t h e  r i c e  paddies .  

COL WILSON:  You moved out  of the  g a t e  and h i t  QL-1 and made 
a r i g h t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q- Well, you e i t h e r  had t o  be moving away from t h e  
sea o r  you had t o  be moving nor th  on QL-1. 

A. We w e r e  going no r th  on t h a t  road, sir. 

Q. Okay, i f  you were going north on QL-1, and you 
turned t o  thz r i g h t ,  you say? 

A. Y e s .  

Q - And went oili that way ( i nd i ca t i ng  on Exh ib i t  MAP-4)? 

(Witness nods a f f i rmat ive ly .  ) 

Well, I don ' t  th ink  t h i s  is the  same opera t ion .  I 
c a n ' t  g e t  t he  t ime, I wish I would f i x  t he  t i m e .  Can you 
remember anything e l s e ?  When is your b i r thday?  

3. Ja -ua ry  15. W a s  t h i s  very long a f t e r  your birth-
;iay? 

A. S i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e l a t e  it t o  t h a t .  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q .  Is t h e r e  m y t h i n g  you can r e l a t e  it t o ?  How about 
c a sua l t i e s ?  Did you l o s e  any buddies around t h a t  time? 

A ,  Well, whi le  I w a s  out  I saw people d i e  and I saw 
people wounded. Nobody I knew personal ly ,  bu t  people I had 
t a l ked  t o  before.  

Q - You don ' t  know what company you were with? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  B Company. 

Q B Company of what? 

A. O f  the  1/20. 

Q - You're su r e  of that? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  t o  the  b e s t  of my knowledge, t h a t  is 
the  way I rer-ember it. 
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9- MR. TAIT, I th ink  t h i s  i s  a f a l s e  alarm. You may 
have been i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  you were i n  the  a r e a  
during the  time t h a t  we were i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  

A. No, sir ,  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  s o  e i t h e r ,  because I d o n ' t  
t h ink  t h e r e  was t h a t  much happening when I went out .  

Q - I am n o t  going t o  go any f u r t h e r  with t h i s .  I 
would l i k e  t h i s  squad l e a d e r  of t h e  2d Platoon you s a i d  w a s  
JENNINGS o r  BERRY, i s  that r i g h t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  Sergeant  DAVIS and Sergeant DENNY. They 
are the  only two t h a t  I remember. 

Q. Remember any more about them? 

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q The. r e s t  of t h e i r  name, where they a r e  now? 

A, NO, s i r .  

Q- Don't know any more than Sergeant DAVIS and Ser- 
geant  DENNY? 

A. A Sergeant  E-6 DAVIS and Sergeant  E-5 DENNY. Those 
a r e  the  two I remember a s  squad l e a d e r s .  Now whether o r  n o t  
they went t o  t h e  f i e l d ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

COL WILSON: A l l  r i g h t ,  S p e c i a l i s t  TAIT ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  i s  a l l  
that we need now. I f  anything e l s e  comes up, i f  we f i n d  ou t  
you were on the opera t ion ,  .we w i l l  c a l l  you back. 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1331 hours ,  27 January 
1970. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: VAZQUEZ, Dennie R. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 20 December 1969 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: L ia i son  O f f i c e r  w i th  
Task Force Barker ,  a s s igned  from 6,/11 A r t i l l e r y .  

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. ' -

a. B r i e f i n g  on t h e  qround. 

VAZQUEZ a t t ended  some o f  t h e  b r i e f i n g  on t h e  
1 5 t h  (pgs.  5 ,  1 2 ) .  Someone gave an i n t e l l i g e n c e  s i t u a t i o n  
r e p o r t  i n  which t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  was t o l d  t h a t  t h e  48th VC 
Local  Force B a t t a l i o n  was i n  t h e  My Lai  a r e a  and t h a t  a l l  
t h e  c i v i l i a n s  would be gone t o  market a t  0700 (pgs.  8 ,  9 ) .  
There i s  some confusion i n  t h e  tes t imony b u t  a p p a r e n t l y  
Colonel  HENDERSON addressed  t h e  meet ing and t o l d  t h e  
company commanders t o  c l o s e  a g g r e s s i v e l y  w i t h  t h e  VC s o  
they  could  be des t royed  once and f o r  a l l  (pgs .  5 ,  6 ) .  BARKER 
t o l d  t h e  commanders t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  would be gone 
t o  market ,  on ly  VC sympathizers  would be  l e f t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
and thus  they  should  c l e a n  it o u t  (pg. 11). BARKER s a i d  n o t  
t o  s t o p  t h e  advance f o r  a r t i l l e r y  u n l e s s  it was r e a l l y  
n e ~ e s s a r y ~ b e c a u s ehe wanted t h e  ground t r o o p s  t o  c l o s e  
v igo rous ly  w i t h  t h e  enemy t o  p reven t  h i s  escape  (pg. 1 0 ) .  
However, BARKER s a i d  no th ing  about  d e s t r o y i n g  l i v e s t o c k  o r  
burn ing  hootches  (pgs .  1 0 ,  11). BARKER was a g a i n s t  burn ing  
hootches  (pg. 11). 

b . The a e r i a l  recon wi th  BARKER. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  VAZQUEZ, t h o s e  accompanying BARKER 
on t h e  a e r i a l  recon  were MICHLES, MEDINA, and GAMBLE (pg. 1 3 ) .  
There w a s  no in te rcom on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  Thus, a l l  BARKER 
could  do was t a p  VAZQUEZ on t h e - s h o u l d e r ,  p o i n t  t o  t h e  
ground, and t e l l  him what h e  wanted him t o  do (pgs .  1 3 , 2 1 ) .  
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BARKER showed VAZQUEZ where t h e  prep was t o  go, and VAZQUEZ 

p l o t t e d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  on h i s  map (pg. 1 4 ) .  He thought  he 

prepared an a r t i l l e r y  over lay  f o r  t h i s  opera t ion  (pg. 8 ) .  

H e  could r e c a l l  noth ing being s a i d  on t h a t  recon about 

" g e t t i n g  i n  a d  c leaning o u t "  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  nor  could he 

remember unusual i n s t r u c t i o n s  being given t h e  ground 

commanders (pg. 21)'. 


c .  The l o c a t i o n  of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep.  

VAZ.QUEZ d i d  remember t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep was 
t o  be cen te red  on t h e  LZ (pg. 16): However, when he was 
f i r s t  asked t o  map t h e  LZts p o s i t i o n ,  he could only 
approximate where it "should" have been. H e  could no t  
remember i t s  e x a c t  l o c a t i o n  (pg. 1 7 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  t h a t  
BARKER wanted t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep placed e x a c t l y  on t h e  
"4"  i n  "My Lai  ( 4 )  " ,  (Exh ib i t  MAP-5) (pgs. 19 ,  2 0 ) .  BARKER 
wanted rounds t o  go i n t o  t h e  t r e e  l i n e  near  t h e  LZ 
(pg. 1 8 ) .  Therefore,  t h e  purpose of t h e  prep was t o  c l e a r  
t h e  t r e e  l i n e  and t h e  a r e a  through which t h e  t roops  would :I'. 
have t o  move (pg. 21) .  

^F' p 

2. THE ASSAULT ON MY LA1 . 
a. The a r t i l l e , r y  prep.  

Four tubes  of  105 ' s  were employed f o r  e i g h t  

minutes and f i r e d  about 100 rounds (pgs. 18, 1 9 ) .  The prep 

cons i s t ed  of  HE Quick and some WP (pg. 2 4 ) .  No VT 

rounds were employed because of  t h e  o b j e c t i o n  o f  h e l i c o p t e r  

p i l o t s  (pg. 2 4 ) .  The f i r s t  round, a WP marking round, f e l l  

1000 meters nor th  of t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs. 1 9 ,  2 1 ,  2 3 ) .  VAZQUEZ, 

who was aboard a h e l i c o p t e r  with BARKER and CALHOUN (pg.221, 

made one adjustment ,  which placed t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  where 

BARKER wanted it, and then he f i r e d  f o r  e f f e c t .  (pgs. 19, 2 1 ,  

23, 25 ,  35) .  Only one s h i f t  f i r e  was made because speed 

i n  adjustment  was necessary ,  and because t h e  commanders 

were applying p ressure  (pgs. 35, 5 2 )  . For t h e s e  reasons ,  


~ A Z Q U E Zwas unable t o  concern himself with whether o r  no t  
rounds f e l l  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs. 35, 5 3 ) .  VAZQUEZ s t a t e d  
t h a t  he understood t h e  p o l i c y  a g a i n s t  f i r i n g  i n t o  populated 
a r e a s ,  even i f  they  were VC c o n t r o l l e d  (pg. 50). However, 
he could n o t  e x p l a i n  why s o  l i t t l e  concern was shown f o r  f i r i n g  
t h e  prep i n t o  My Lai (pg. 5 3 ) .  H e  was j u s t  c a r r y i n g  o u t  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  (pg.. 53) . 
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b. The a r t i l l e r y  body count r e p o r t .  

The r e p o r t  of 69 enemy K I A  due t o  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  
impressed VASQUEZ as having been given remarkably e a r l y  i n  
t h e  opera t ion  (pg. 31) .  Usually it took an e n t i r e  day 
be fo re  he could g e t .  a r e p o r t  of  K I A  due t o  a r t i l l e r y  (pg .31) . 
A t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  r e p o r t  was given,  he saw no bodies i n  t h e  
a r e a  of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep (pg. 27) .  He had i n i t i a l  doubts 
about t h e  r e p o r t  and asked ALAUX who had made it (pg. 321, t o  
g e t  a v e r i f i c a t i o n  from t h e  company commanders (pgs. 25, 3 2 ) .  
Within minutes,  t h e  r e p o r t  of 69 K I A  was v e r i f i e d  (pgs. 25, 
3 2 ) .  VAZQUEZ had no i d e a  of t h e  method by which t h i s  
v e r i f i c a t i o n  w a s  made (pg. 3 2 ) .  I n  h i s  previous  exper ience ,  
t h e r e  had never been a s  many a s  69 K I A  due t o  a r t i l l e r y  
(pg. 2 5 ) .  A combination o f , ex t remei  unusual circumstances 

would be requ i red  t o  k i l l  69 people gy a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  
(pgs. 26, 33) . He could r e c a l l  no comparable K I A  f i g u r e  
e i t h e r  be fo re  o r  a f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion  (pgs. 33, 5 6 ) .  But 
he r e c a l l e d  no d i s c u s s i o n  about t h e  v a l i d i t y  of t h e  f i g u r e  
(pg. 3 3 ) .  Because he saw rounds impacting wi th in  khe 
v i l l a g e ,  he agreed t h a t  a p o s s i b l e  explanat ion  of t h e  l a r g e  
body count is t h a t  persons were k i l l e d  i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pgs. 36) .  

VAZQUEZ1s observat ions  while  over  t h e  a r e a .  

VAZQUEZ flew over  t h e  a r e a  with BARKER u n t i l  
about 0930 o r  1000 (pg. 31) .  He d i d  no t  n o t i c e  t h e  gun- 
s h i p s  f i r i n g  and d i d  n o t  th ink  they f i r e d  i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  i t s e l f  (pg. 6 3 ) .  He knew they f i r e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  
around t h e  LZ (pg. 6 3 ) .  Sometime a f t e r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep ,  
he saw two o r  t h r e e  groups of bodies along t h e  road,  which 
he thought were caused by gunsh$.ps (pgs . 27, 281 . H e  saw 
s e v e r a l  f i r e s  i n  va r ious  s e c t i o n s  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  t h e  
w h o l e . v i l l a g e  was n o t  i n  flames (pg. 29) .  

Things he overheard whi le  a t  t h e  TOC. 

A f t e r  h i s  f l i g h t  wi th  BARKER, he re turned t o  t h e  
TOC which was h i s  normal p lace  of duty (pg. 3 1 ) .  He could 
no t  hear  a l l  t h e  i n f a n t r y  t ransmiss ions  because of a 
p a r t i t i o n  between t h e  a r t i l l e r y  s e c t i o n  and t h e  TOC, 
and because he was more concerned with a r t i l l e r y  t r a f f i c  
than i n f a n t r y  t r a f f i c  (pg. 3 1 ) .  He d i d  no t  r e c a l l  WATKE 
coming t o  t h e  TOC i n  an e x c i t e d  fashion t o  t a l k  t o  BARKER 
about  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ' s  r e p o r t  concerning bodies i n  t h e  
My Lai a r e a  (pgs. 5 6 ,  5 7 ) .  He d i d  n o t  hea r  BARKER i s s u e  an 
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o r d e r  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g s  and burning (pg. 31) . He could 
recal l  n e i t h e r  an o r d e r  t o  MEDINA t o  resweep t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  
KOSTER' s countermand of  t h a t  o r d e r  (pg. 4 0 )  . 

e. A r t i l l e r y  suppor t  f o r  t h e  mission.  

Aside from t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep ,  he d i d  n o t  supply 
any a r t i l l e r y  suppor t  f o r  t h e  My Lai  opera t ion  (pg. 2 8 ) .  
H e  could n o t  recall providing any a r t i l l e r y  suppor t  on t h e  
17th  (pg. 38) . The a r t i l l e r y  prep  which was f i r e d  f o r  
B/4/3 on t h e  16th was i n  a bombed-out a r e a  i n  a -aemetery 
i n  which t h e r e  were no hootches (pgs. 38, 39) .  He had no t  
placed a r t i l l e r y  on t h e  My Lai a r e a  f o r  any previous 
opera t ions  t h e r e  (pg. 35) .  

3. INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

a .  A r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

VAZQUEZ was unaware of a log  e n t r y  e s t i m a t i n g  t h a t  
10 t o  11 c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  i n  t h e  
My Lai opera t ion  (pg. 45) .  I f  he had had such a r e p o r t ,  
v e r i f i e d  by t h e  FO, he would have had t o  inform t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  commanding o f f i c e r  o r  t h e  S3 (pg. 4 6 ) .  He could not  
r e c a l l  d i scuss ing  wi th  anyone whether an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s h o u l d , b e  conducted (pg. 37) .  I t  never occurred 
t o  him t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  i n  t h i s  
opera t ion  (pgs.  37, 46) . 

b. VAZQUEZ's knowledge of BARKER'S i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

(1) A h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ' s  r e p o r t .  

The f i r s t  t i m e  VAZQUEZ heard c i v i l i a n  
c a s u a l t i e s  d iscussed was s e v e r a l  days a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
(pg. 4 1 ) .  This  was when an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  came i n  
(pg. 4 1 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know what was going on b u t  discovered 
through t h e  grapevine t h a t  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  were being 
i n v e s t i g a t e d  (pg. 4 1 ) .  H e  heard t h a t  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  
had complained o f  excess ive  k i l l i n g  of  c i v i l i a n s  by gun- 
s h i p s  (pgs. 4 1 ,  47 ) .  There was no s p e c i f i c  number a t t ached  
t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  (pg. 4 1 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
WATKE's name being mentioned i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t ' s  complaint (pg. 57) .  No one seemed angry about t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r ' s  r e p o r t  and t h e r e  was no b i g  f l a p  about it 
(pgs. 57, 5 8 ) .  However, CALHOUN s a i d  something about 
a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  making f a l s e  accusat ions  concerning 
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t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and caus ing  t r o u b l e  (pg.  5 9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
speak t o  MEDINA o r  anyone e l s e  i n  C Company concerning t h e  
p i l o t ' s  compla in t .  He cannot  remember t a l k i n g  about  i t . t o  
ALAUX (pgs .  59,60)  . 

( 2 )  . VAZQUEZ' s  knowledge o f  BARKER'S i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p . i l o t f s  compla in t .  

VAZQUEZ l ea rned , th rough  t h e  g rapev ine ,  t h a t  
BARKER had p r i v a t e  conve r sa t ions  w i t h  t h e  company commanders 
o v e r  a two t o  t e n  day i n t e r v a l  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg .42 ) .  
I n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h i s ,  he  overheard  a  c o n v e r s a t i o n  between 
BARKER and MEDINA i n  which BARKER t o l d  MEDINA t o  v e r i f y  h i s  
c a s u a l t y  count  (pg.  4 3 ) .  VAZQUEZ t hough t  BARKER wanted 
i4EDINA t o  g e t  a l l  h i s  l e a d e r s  t o g e t h e r  and make s u r e  t h a t  
he  had been g iven  an a c c u r a t e  r e p o r t  of  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  
(pg.  4 3 ) .  Nothing i n  t h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n  concerned c i v i l i a n  
c a s u a l t i e s  (pg .  4 4 ) .  VAZQUEZ knew- of  no one e l s e  who 
was c a l l e d  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg.  4 2 ) .  

c. Other  s o u r c e s  of  i n fo rma t ion  concern ing  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

(1) S ta t emen t s  made by VAZQUEZ. 

VAZQUEZ was never  p u t  under  o a t h ,  asked t o  
s i g n  a s t a t e m e n t ,  o r  asked any q u e s t i o n s  concern ing  t h e  
My L a i  i n c i d e n t  (pg.  4 2 ) .  H e  was never  asked  any q u e s t i o n s  
a t  any t i m e  (pg. 60) . H e  d i d  n o t  know i f  ALAUX spoke t o  
an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  d f i c e r  (pg.  6 1 ) .  

12)  Informat ion  by way o f  rumor which would 
l e a d  him t o  s u s p e c t  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was be ing  
c a r r i e d  o u t .  

H e  hea rd  no rumor t h a t  HENDERSON was conduct ing  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg., 4 4 )  . H e  knew of  no one s i g n i n g  a 
s t a t e m e n t  f o r  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg.  4 4 ) .  H e  hea rd  no 
r e p o r t  t h a t  a l a r g e  number of c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  
i n  My L a i  on t h e  1 6 t h  o r  i n  Co Lay (pg .  4 7 ) .  

( 3 )  Knowledge coming by way o f  VC propaganda. 

H e  neve r  hea rd  any VC propaganda concerning 
t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t  (pg.  4 8 ) .  Had t h e r e  been such 
propaganda,  he  probably  would have hea rd  a b o u t . i t  through 
h i s  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  NCO a t  D i s t r i c t  Headquar te rs  (pg.  4 8 ) .  
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4. REPORTS OF INVESTIGATION. 

VAZQUEZ d i d  n o t  remember s e e i n g  o r  h e a r i n g  about  
t h e  Task Force Barker  combat a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  (pg .47 ) .  

5.  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  A r t i l l e r y  f i r e  c l e a r a n c e  procedure .  

The c l e a r a n c e  procedure  was t o  c a l l  t h e  l i a i s o n  
s e r g e a n t  a t  D i s t r i c t  Headquarters  and ask  permiss ion  t o  
f i r e  (pg. 49) . t h e  f a c t  t h a t  My La i  was a f r e e -~ e s ~ l t e  
f i r e  zone,  f i r e  mi s s ions  had t o  be c l e a r e d  w i t h  t h e  NCO 
i n  t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  South Vietnamese u n i t s  w e r e  o p e r a t i n g  
t h e r e  (pg.  4 9 ) .  With enemy c o n t a c t ,  a company commander 
could  r e q u e s t  f i r e  i n  h i s  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  w i t h o u t  
c l e a r a n c e .  This  procedure  a p p l i e d  bo th  i n  t h e  VC and GVN 
a r e a s  (pg.  4 9 ) .  Permiss ion  was r eques t ed  from t h e  D i s t r i c t  
t o  f i r e  on My La i  (pg.  6 3 ) .  However, VAZQUEZ d i d  n o t  know, 
a t  any t i m e ,  whether  o r  n o t  t h e r e  w e r e  people  t h e r e  r 

(pgs.  63,  6 4 ) .  _ ,I 

b.  P u b l i c i t y  about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

VAZQUEZ cou ld  n o t  r e c a l l  speaking  t o  any PI0  
o f f i c e r s  concern ing  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  o p e r a t i o n s  a t  My Lai  
(pg. 3 4 ) .  BARKER, l n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  and everyone i n  g e n e r a l ,  
commented t h a t  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade was n o t  g e t t i n g  enough 
p u b l i c i t y  about  i t s  o p e r a t i o n s  (pg. 3 4 ) .  

c. VAZQUEZ's c o n t a c t  w i t h  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  
concerned i n  t h e  t4v La i .  

VAZQUEZ had n o t  been i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  any of h i s  
f r i e n d s  from Task Force Barker  concern ing  t h e  My La i  
i n c i d e n t  (pg.  6 2 ) .  
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SUMMARY OF RECALL TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: VAZQUEZ, Dennis R. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 9 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Lia ison O f f i c e r  w i t h  
Task Force Barker ,  ass igned from 6/11 A r t i l l e r y .  

1. FEOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

VAZQUEZ d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any of  t h e  a v i a t i o n  suppor t  
u n i t s  being a t  t h e  br igade  b r i e f i n g  o,n t h e  1 5 t h ,  and d i d  
n o t  remember Major WATKE being t h e r e  (pg. 7 2 ) .  Colonel 
HENDERSON was s t i l l  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  when VAZQUEZ l e f t  
(pg. 7 1 ) .  I n  h i s  pep t a l k  HENDERSON had s t r e s s e d  t h e  
need f o r  aggress iveness  i n  c l o s i n g  with t h e  enemy (pg. 7 1 ) .  
The wi tness  be l i eved  t h a t  Lieutenant  Colonel BARKER used 
t h e  t e r m  "search  and des t roy"  i n  h i s  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  b r i e f i n g  
(pg. 7 2 ) .  VAZQUEZ d i d  n o t  a t t e n d  Captain MEDINA1s  company 
b r i e f i n g  (pg. 89 ) . 
2. ASSAULT O N M Y  L A I .  

a .  VAZQUEZ1s observat ions  while  f l y i n g  wi th  BARKER. 

The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  BARKER usua l ly  rode i n  t h e  
r i g h t  s e a t  i n  h i s  command and c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r ,  b u t  
VAZQUEZ could  no t  remember where BARKER s a t  on t h e  16th 
(pg. 72) .  VAZQUEZ thought he was s t r apped  on to  a bench 
ac ross  from BARKER (pg. 74) .  He moved around q u i t e  a b i t ,  
however, and was i n  p o s i t i o n  t o  no te  what was happening 
on t h e  ground and t o  assess t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep  (pg. 74) . 
Captain KOTOUC and Sergeant  HALL might have a l s o  been wi th  
BARKER on t h e  16 th ,  b u t  VAZQUEZ was n o t  c e r t a i n  of t h i s  
(pg. 73) . The r a d i o  system was set up i n  such a way t h a t  

BARKER had t o  t a k e  o f f  h i s  helmet ,  wi th  which he communicated 
wi th  t h e  p i l o t ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  speak t o  h i s  people on t h e  
ground v i a  t h e  PRC-25's, and t h i s  was a r a t h e r  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  
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means o f  communication (pg. 89) . He saw HENDERSON 's 
command and c o n t r o l  s h i p  c i r c l i n g  t h e  a r e a  a t  an a l t i t u d e  of 
500 t o  600 f e e t  (pgs. 86, 87) . H e  d i d  n o t  know t h a t  
Colonel LUPER was wi th  HENDERSON (pg. 8 5 ) .  VAZQUEZ d i d  n o t  
remember HENDERSON landing t o  p ick  up VC suspec t s  (pg.87).  
H e  r e c a l l e d  BARKER t e l l i n g  MEDINA t o  p ick  up weapons from a 
couple of VC whom BARKER had marked with a f l a r e ;  however, 
he could n o t  remember' t h e  s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  which BARKER 
gave (pgs. 72, 8 7 ) .  BARKER had swooped low t o  t h e  ground 
t o  mark t h e  bodies and then had re tu rned  t o  h i s  normal 
a l t i t u d e  o f  1200 t o  1600 f e e t  (pgs. 76,77,87) . 

b.  Receipt  of a r t i l l e r y  K I A  r e p o r t .  

While above t h e  a r e a  VAZQUEZ rece ived a r e p o r t  
from Lieutenant  ALAUX over  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  push t h a t  t h e r e  
were 69 a r t i l l e r y  K I A ' s  (pgs. 74-76,79). He was p o s i t i v e  
t h i s  informat ion  was given t o  him while  he was i n  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  by ALAUX with  whom he had no f u r t h e r  t r a f f i c  
s i n c e  a r t i l l e r y  suppor t  was n o t  reques ted  (pgs. 76, 81, 8 2 ) .  
This  r e p o r t  came i n  extremely soon (pg. 75) .  I t  was rece ived 
immediately a f t e r  t roops  had scanned t h e  a r e a  (pg. 74) . 
The a r t i l l e r y  prep  landed r i g h t  where i t  had been aimed, 
b u t  VAZQUEZ d i d  n o t  s e e  any bodies i n  t h a t  a r e a  (pgs. 7 5 ,  
79) .  H e  be l i eved  he would have seen bodies had they been 
t h e r e  (pg. 7 5 ) .  The wi tness  agreed t h a t  t h e  coord ina tes  
where t h e  a r t i l l e r y  K I A  w e r e  r epor ted  were n o t  i n  t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  l i n e  of f i r e  (pgs.  78, 7 9 ) .  To t h e  b e s t  of  h i s  
knowledge no rounds were f i r e d  a t  t h e s e  coordinates  (pg. 7 9 ) .  
The b r igade  TOC g o t  t h e s e  coordinates  from t h e i r  own people 
on t h e  ground (pg. 8 0 ) .  The wi tness  never be fo re  o r  a f t e r  
knew o f  69 K I A ' s  due t o  a r t i l l e r y  (pg. 82) . A f t e r  he g o t  
t h e  r e p o r t  from ALAUX, VAZQUEZ passed t h e  information along 
t o  BARKER t o  g e t  h i s  r e a c t i o n  (pgs. 79, 80) . BARKER merely 
nodded and VAZQUEZ i n t e r p r e t e d  t h i s  a s  meaning t h a t  everyth ing 
was a l l  r i g h t  (pg. 75) .  VAZQUEZ was p leased with t h e  success  
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  had had (pg. 75) .  The only  bodies he saw a l l  
day were 20-25 along t h e  road t o  Quang Ngai which he saw 
a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion  a t  t o o  g r e a t  an a l t i t u d e  t o  determine 
t h e i r  age and sex  (pg. 77) . 

c. Information gained about t h e  opera t ion  a f t e r  r e -
t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  TOC. 

VAZQUEZ went t o  e i t h e r  t h e  TOC o r  t h e  messhal l  a f t e r  
r e t u r n i n g  t o  LZ Dot t i e  (pg. 8 9 ) .  He d i d  no t  s e e  KOSTER come 
i n t o  t h e  TOC a t  0930 and knew nothing about HENDERSON br inging 
two VC suspec t s  t o  LZ Dot t i e  who turned o u t  t o  be RF/PF1s 
(pgs. 86, 8 8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  an i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t  from 
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MEDINA t h a t  30-40 VC had depar ted  My Lai be fo re  t h e  a s s a u l t  
(pgs. 75, 7 6 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  no d i scuss ion  with BARKER, 
CALHOUN, o r  Sergeant  Major JOHNSON about t h e  repor ted  
number of  a r t i l l e r y  K I A ' s  (pg. 8 6 ) .  Captain GAMBLE was a t  
LZ Uptight  f o r  t h e  opera t ion ,  and VAZQUEZ d i d  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  
speaking t o  him about t h e  a r t i l l e r y  K I A ' s  (pg. 9 4 ) .  He was 
unaware t h a t  MEDINA s h o t  a woman, and d i d  n o t  hea r  BARKER 
o r  CALHOUN o r d e r  t h e  k i l l i n g s  ceased (pg. 9 7 ) .  He kep t  
a b r e a s t  of  t a c t i c a l  movements and thus  probably knew of  
HENDERSON'S o r d e r  t o  C Company t o  resweep My L a i ,  b u t  he did 
n o t  know when t h i s  o r d e r  was given (pg. 9 6 ) .  The wi tness  
remembered KOSTER saying something about i t  a s  well, b u t  did 
n o t  know what i t  was (pg. 91) . 
3. INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

The only  unusual r e p o r t  he heard concerning t h e  
opera t ion  w a s  t h a t  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  had made an 
a l l e g a t i o n ,  t h e  con ten t  of  which t h e  wi tness  was uncer ta in  
(pgs. 84, 97) . H e  heard  t h i s  a couple of days a f t e r  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n ,  and r e c a l l e d  t h a t  BARKER was given o rde r s  t o  in-
v e s t i g a t e  about  1 0  days a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion  (pgs. 83, 97) . 
H e  s a w  BARKER t a l k  t o  a couple of  company commanders, b u t  
Captain RIGGS was n o t  one of them (pg. 84) . BARKER never 
spoke t o  VAZQUEZ about it, and t h e  wi tness  did n o t  know 
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ' s  outcome (pgs.  84, 8 5 ) .  He knew nothing 
about LUPER i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep a s  an 
a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 85) .  H e  knew about YOUNG'S meeting 
wi th  HENDERSON, HOLLADAY, BARKER and WATKE a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  
b u t  he d i d  n o t  know wi th  what t h e  meeting was concerned 
(pg* 92) 

4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  B r i e f i n g  of  Lieutenant  General DOLEMAN. 

DOLEMAN was given a genera l  b r i e f i n g  on t h e  16th 
which VAZQUEZ overheard (pg. 9 0 ) .  The genera l  was t o l d  
t h a t  t h e r e  had been 128 KIA's,b u t  t h e  f a c t s  t h a t  69 of 
t h e s e  were due t o  a r t i l l e r y  and t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had been 
k i l l e d  were natmentioned (pgs. 90,  91) . 

b. Communication w i t h  BARKER i n  t h e  a i r .  

VAZQUEZ had no wide cord arrangement wi th  BARKER 
whi le  f l y i n g  aboard t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  they j u s t  shouted back 
and f o r t h  t o  one another  (pgs. 94, 95) . 
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(.The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1310 hour s ,  
20  December 1969 .) 

10: The h e a r i n g  h i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named persons  are p r e s e n t :  
LTG PEERS, PIR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL MILLER, 
COL FRANKLIN, LTC MAHAFFEY , and MAJ LYNN. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  M r .  Dennis R. VAZQUEZ. 

( M r .  VAZQUEZ w a s  c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows  :) 

I 0 : I would l i k e  t h e  r e c o r d  t o  acknowledge 
Change 1 t o  Headquar te rs ,  1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade 
Regula t ion  525-1, da t ed  9 February 1968,  which r e v i s e d  
paragraph 4f ( 2 )  , which r e a d s  as fo l lows :  
"Commanders w i l l  e x e r c i s e  utmost  care t o  i n s u r e  
miminum noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  and p r d p e r t y  damage " . 
I t h i n k  it becomes q u i t e  c l e a r  t h a t  t h i s  changes 
t h e  word "maximum" t o  "minimum". 

RCDR : Thi s  d i r e c t i v e  has  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  
r e c o r d  as E x h i b i t  D-7. 

S i r ,  t h e  n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  M r .  Dennis R. VAZQUEZ. 

(MR VAZQUEZ w a s  c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  i n  subs t ance  as fo l lows  :) 

RCDR : M r .  VAZQUEZ, would you s ta te  your  f u l l  
name, S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, and add res s?  

A. My f u l l  n a m ~;c Dennis R. VAZQUEZ, S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y  number . My addres s  i s  Route 
3 ,  Will iamsburg,  V i r g i n i a .  

I 0 : M r .  VAZQUEZ, b e f o r e  w e  proceed w i t h  any 
q u e s t i o n s  I w i l l  ask Colonel  MILLER from t h e  O f f i c e  
of The Judge Advocate General  t o  a d v i s e  you of  c e r t a i n  
matters. 

COL MILLER: M r .  VAZQUEZ, t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  
d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Army and 
t h e  Chief of  S t a f f ,  Uni ted S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  
purpose of de te rming  f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  
and recommendations concerning t w o  major areas: 
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(1) t h e  ade~-il~a~:y p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of 
and i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  an2 t:ie subsequent  reviews and 
r e p o r t s  made w i t h i n  t h e  cha in  of command of what i s  
now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  o f  16  
March 1968.  

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  o r  w i thho ld ing  
of  i n fo rma t ion  by any person who had a du ty  t o  r e p o r t  
and t o  f u r n i s h  in fo rma t ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is  n o t  be ing  conducted 
t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  happened a t  My Lai .  
I t  i s - d i r e c t e d  t o  t h o s e  two major a r e a s  which I j u s t  
mentioned, 

General  PEERS and t h e  rest of us who are 
a s s i s t i n g  him have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  u s ,  and w e  
have re:!iewed, many of t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  made by many 
wi tnes ses  i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  
My I a i  i i;l_ci-de.-.t, 

Your tes t imony today w i l l  be t aken  under 
oa th .  A verba t im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be p repared  and a 
t a p e  r eco rd ing  i s  be ing  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
verba t im n o t e s  be ing  taken  by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although the g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of 
t h e  r e p o r t  w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  t h e r e  is  a p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  t h e  tes t imony,  o r  p a r t s  of it, w i l l  become a 
m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge i n  due t i m e .  

You s e e  a number of  people  i n  t h e  room. 
I would l i k e  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  you who they  a r e .  F i r s t ,  
i s  General  PEERS, t o  your  immediate f r o n t .  H e  i s  
t h e  I n v e s t i g a t i n g  O f f i c e r ,  and he has t h e  s o l e ,  f i n a l  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of weighing t h e  ev idence  and making 
f i n d i n g s  and recommendations i n  t h e  ca se ,  To h i s  
immediate l e f t  i s  M r .  MACCRATE, and on your  l e f t  i s  
M r .  WALSH. They a r e  both  c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y s  and 
a r e  s e r v i n g  a s  counse l  and a s s i s t a n t s  t o  General  
PEERS. To General  PEERS immediate r i g h t  i s  M r .  WEST, 
who i s  an a t t o r n e y  trom t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  General  
Counsel,  Department of t h e  Army. You a l s o  have 
Colonel  FRANKLIN, L ieu tenan t  Colonel  MAHAFFEY, and 
of course  myself ,  Colonel  MILLER. Any one of us 
may be a sk ing  you q u e s t i o n s  today.  
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I would a l s o  reques t  t h a t  you no t  d i scuss  
t h e  testimony which you give before  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
with o t h e r s ,  inc luding  o t h e r  wi tnesses  f o r  t h i s  in -
ves t iga t ion , ,  except  a s  you may be requ i red  t o  do before  
a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  admin i s t r a t ive  
body. 

You a r e  n o t  now s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o rde r  of 
t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  case of United S t a t e s  v.-
Galley, s o  f a r  as I know. Have you rece ived  any 
o rde r s  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h a t  case ,  as a wi tness?  

A. No, s i r .  I have n o t  rece ived  any information 
o r  o rde r s  about it. 

Q We d o n ' t  know whether one w i l l  be f o r t h -
coming. I n  any event ,  t h a t  i s  a s e p a r a t e  a c t i o n ,  and 
your testimony here  w i l l  i n  no way a f f e c t  t h a t  order .  
I f  it is  a p p l i c a b l e ,  o r  i f  you do rece ive  it, you 
should of course--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, I d i d  make a recorded 
in terv iew o r  s ta tement  t o  Colonel W I L S O N ,  who came 
down and took t h i s  information with t h e  recorder .  

Q. Yes, we a r e  aware of t h a t .  Tha t ' s  one 
of t h e  p r i o r  s ta tements  t o  which I r e f e r r e d .  Do you 
have any ques t ions?  

A. No, s ir .  

(COL MILLER r e t i r e d  from inqu i ry  room. ) 

I0 : M r .  VAZQUEZ, what was your m i l i t a r y  duty 
assignment on 1 6  March 1968? 

A. I was t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  wi th  
Task Force Barker,  assigned t h e r e  from t h e  6 / 1 1 ,  
and I w a s  r e spons ib le  f o r  advis ing  him and making plans 
f o r  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  support  f o r  h i s  t a s k  force .  

Q. How long had you been i n  t h a t  capaci ty?  
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A. NOW, when you mention 1 6  March, 
I can't r e l a t e  th ings  t o  s p e c i f i c  d a t e s ,  such as t h e  
16th ,  because I have not--I made no notes  or any-
t h i n g  while  I was i n  Vietnam. However, I do know 
t h a t  I s t a r t e d  ~n t h a t  capaci ty  i n  January--some-
time i n  January,  and I w a s  t h e r e  u n t i l  I b e l i e v e  
it w a s  sometime i n  A p r i l - - i t ' s  about t h e  c l o s e s t  
t h a t  I can es t ima te  t h e  da te .  

Q T o  whon were you assigned before  January,  
o r  i s  t h a t  when you a r r l v e d  i n  country? 

A. I a r r i v e d  i n  country i n  November 1967 
and I w a s  ass igned t o  t h e  br igade .  I n  o t h e r  words, 
I was s t i l l  assigned,  i n i t i a l l y  ass igned,  t o  t h e  
6/11 . I w a s  ass igned t o  t h a t  u n i t  through-
out  my e n t i r e  t o u r  i n  Vietnam. However, i n i t i a l l y ,  
-I- r - "  - . . 
-- 3 - ---, 3 ; j  1:--:son o f f i c e r  with t h e  b r igade  
h ~ a d q u a r t e r sf c r  n shori: per iod of t ime, I t h i n k  
i t  was abouc 5 cr 8 weeks, before  they had 
t o  form t h i n  ,.sk f o r c e ,  and I was assigned t o  it. 

Q.  You joined the  t a sk  f o r c e ,  then,  from 
t h e  6 / 1 1  when t h e  task.. fo rce  was formed. 
Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q .  And you s tayed wi th  them u n t i l  t h e  t a s k  
fo rce  disbanded. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q What d id  you do a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A .  After  I was, i n  o t h e r  words, a f t e r  t h e  
t a sk  f o r c e  was disbanded, L re turned  t o  Duc Pho 
and was reass igned to--in o t h e r  words, was given 
another job o r  another  mission.  you might c a l l  i t i  
wi th  t h e  4/21 . 
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A.  Yes, s i r ,  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  it was 4/21, 
however, I may be wrong. 

Q . I d o n ' t  know t h e  o t h e r  b a t t a l i o n s .  I 
know t h e  1/20 and 4 / 3 .  I am no t  f a m i l i a r  with t h e  
4/21.  

A. Colonel ARMSTRONG was t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander, 
and I w a s  ass igned t h i s  mission. 

Q. Very good. Now, as  we would understand 
it, M r .  VAZQUEZ, on the af te rnoon of t h e  15th  pre- 
ceding t h e  opera t ion ,  t h e r e  were some events  which 
t r a n s p i r e d  a t  LZ Dot t i e  having t o  do with the  b r i e f -  
i n g ,  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  and s o  f o r t h ,  f o r  t h e  forthcoming 
opera t ion .  I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  t e l l  us as  much 
as you can about t h e  b r i e f i n g s  and orders  i s sued  
t o  t h e  t roops .  .. , 

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e  g e n e r a l ,  I f o r g e t  h i s  
name, he was i n i t i a l l y  t h e  br igade  commander, and he 
was--we had been opera t ing  i n  t h i s  a r e a  of t h e  Batangan 
Peninsula ,  and t h e  previous con tac t s  they had made 
with the  VC b a t t a l i o n  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  he had been 
d i s s a t i f i e d  wi th  the  way the  t roops  had f a i l e d  t o  
c lose  i n  with the  VC and--however, a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
t i m e  he was not--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Are you r e f e r r i n g  t o  General 
LIPSCOMB? 

A.  General LIPSCOMB. 

Q - Who had been i n  command of t h e  br igade 
be fo re  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. Now, Colonel HENDERSON, he he ld  t h i s  
meeting--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Wait a  minute,  you were 
t a l k i n g  about General LIPSCOMB and t h e  previous 
opera t ion  f i r s t .  Would you f i n i s h  t h a t  p lease?  
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A. W e l l ,  General LIPSCOMB had t o l d  t h e  co lone l  
about th is - - the  co lone l ,  when he he ld  h i s  meeting--he 
had subsequently taken  over  t h e  br igade.  When he 
h e l d  h i s  meeting he brought ou t  t h e  same p o i n t  t h e  
genera l  had brought ou t  before :  t h a t  he wanted 
them t o  go i n  t h e r e  and r e a l l y  c lose  with t h i s  b a t t a l i o n  
and t r y  t o  e l i m i n a t e  them once and f o r  a l l ,  because our 
t roops  took a l o t  of c a s u a l t i e s  previously.  

Q. Was t h a t  a p r e t t y  much s t r a igh t fo rward  
commanders' b r i e f i n g ?  

A. H e  gave a l l  t h e  company commanders a pep 
talk--  t o l d  them t o  make sure--in o t h e r  words, don '& 
si t  back and c a l l  f o r  a r t i l l e r y  support  and then  
w a i t  f o r  t h e  VC t o  j u s t  t a k e  o f f .  They wouldn't  
r e a l l y  accomplish what they wanted t o  do, which 
w a s ,  destrL; ,hexi once and f o r  a l l .  

Q- What time of day d i d  t h a t  take  p lace?  

4- I th ink  it was--I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  r e c a l l  
exac t ly  what time. I imagine, I th ink  it was some-
time i n  t h e  morning, because I know t h a t  a f t e r  t h a t  
t a + k ,  I went up with COloneJ BARKER i n  a h e l i c o p t e r ,  
qng, a l s o ,  s i n c e  t h e  b a t t e r y  commander had been t h e r e  
fpr t he  pep t a l k ,  he went up with us.  Colonel BARKER 
hqd pointed ou t  t o  me some t a r g e t s  on the  map, and 
I w,ent ahead and he showed them t o  me from t h e  chopper. 
When we g o t  back down I p l o t t e d  them on t h e  map. 

Q. After  Colonel HENDERSON t a lked  t o  t h e  
copxnanders , M r .  VAZQUEZ, was t h e r e  any i ssuance  of 
o rde r s ,  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  d i r e c t i v e s ,  and so  f o r t h  t o  
t e l l  the  t roops  what t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was on t h e  ground 
and what was expected of them by the  t a sk  f o r c e  
commander and t h e  s t a f f ?  

A. Right,  s i r .  I f  I remember c o r r e c t l y  t h e r e  
were some overlays passed out .  They were very bri ,ef  
o rde r s  as  f a r  a s  I can remember. 
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I t  wasn ' t  r e a l l y  t h a t  d e t a i l e d  o r  an involved p lan .  
They had been dea l ing  with t h i s  VC b a t t a l i o n  f o r  
s o  long t h a t ,  more o r  l e s s ,  everybody knew what was 
going on on a day t o  day b a s i s ,  2 4  hours a day, 
7 days a week. So t h e r e  was no need--

9. ( In te rpos ing)  To your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  
was t h e r e  an opera t ion  overlay t h a t  was used which 
provided t h e  necessary d e t a i l s  of t h e  t iming,  t h e  
l o c a t i o n  and t h e  scheme of opera t ion?  

A. I don1t know i f  t h e r e  was--it wasn ' t  
a de ta i l ed - - I  th ink  it was j u s t  an overlay t h a t  
had c e r t a i n  companies with t h e  rou tes  marked on 
it, o r  something l i k e  tha t - -

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  LZ I s  and o b j e c t i v e s ?.., 

A. Right.  

Q Would it have looked something l i k e  you 
s e e  on t h e  blown-up map t o  your r e a r  he re  (witness  
t u r n i n g  around and fac ing  t h e  r e a r  looking a t  a 
l a r g e  w a l l  map) showing C/1/20 landing  t o  the  west 
of My La i  (4)? 

A. Right ,  s i r ,  I th ink  it was--I may--the 
reason I ' m  s o  h e s i t a n t  is because I went on s o  many 
of t h e s e  opera t ions  i n  Vietnam. I ' d  say about 50 
o r  maybe more, so  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  g ive  t h e  s p e c i f i c  
t h i n g s  about each one. ' 

Q- W e l l ,  one t h a t  was a s s o c i a t e d  perhaps 
d i r e c t l y  with your business .  You a r e  on a r t i l l e r y m a n ,  
r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Your business  was a s s o c i a t e d  between you 
and t h e  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t e r y  who was going t o  suppor t  
t h i s  opera t ion ,  t h e  d i r e c t  support  b a t t e r y ,  and any 
genera l  a r t i l l e r y  support  t h a t  may have come i n t o  
it. Was t h e r e  an a r t i l l e r y  overlay prepared? 
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A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, I t h i n k  
t h a t  I prepared an overlay f o r  t h i s  opera t ion .  I 
gave--I s e n t  a copy t o  t h e  b a t t e r y  commander, and 
I gave a copy t o  Major CAL--I showed a  copy t o  t h e  
colonel  f o r  h i s  approval ,  and when he approved it, 
I gave i, t , ~t h e  S 3 .  

Q. Let  me ask you about these  orders .  Did 
t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c , z r  g ive  a  b r i e f i n g  on t h e  
s i t u a t i o n ,  as t o  what they could expect  i n  t h i s  
a rea  they were going i n t o ?  

A, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  he d id  o r  i f  it w a s  
somebody e l s e ,  bu t  I know somebody gave a  b r i e f i n g .  
I don ' t  r e c a l l  who it was. It  may have been t h e  
c o l ~.e l  himself o r  maybe t h e  S3, but  I know some-
one d id  give an i n t e l l i g e n c e  s i t u a t i o n .  

Q .  Did you hear  anything i n  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e
b r i e f  lng  t ~ ]t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  by 7 o 'c lock  i n  t h e  morninq, 
o r  about t h a t  time per iod ,  a l l  t he  c i v i l i a n s  would 
have gone t o  market, and everything i n  t h e  a r e a  would 
be VC? 

A. That ' s  somgthing t h a t  Major CALHOUN always 
cons idered-- i t ' s  something t h a t  was--I considered 
it s o r t  of p e c u l i a r  t h a t  they s a i d  something l i k e  
t h i s .  

Q - Did they s t a t e  t h a t ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I ' m  p r e t t y  su re  he d i d ,  because 
he always brought t h i s  f a c t  out  a t  a l l  h i s  opera t ions .  
I n  o t h e r  words, i n  most of these  populated a reas  
they always plan them f o r  c e r t a i n  days of t h e  week 
l i k e  Sundays o r  Saturdays,  o r  whenever--and they 
go t  t h i s  information from the  province advisor  who 
always t o l d  them what they expected the  v i l l a g e r s  
t o  do. 

Q. What o t h e r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  was put  o u t ,  
do you r e c a l l ?  From t h e  information on t h e  enemy, 
what s i z e  f o r c e  d id  they expect  t o  encounter t h e r e ?  
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A,  Well,  they expec ted  a VC b a t t a l i o n ,  
which w a s  about--I  would say  roughly a r e i n f o r c e d  
U. S .  t y p e  company, i n  o t h e r  words, what t hey  con-
s i d e r e d  a VC ba t ta l ion- -a round  200 t o  300 
t r o o p s  o r  g u e r r i l l a s .  

Q. Did they  expec t  t o  encounte r  t h o s e  t r o o p s  
when they  landed i n  My La i  ( 4 ) ?  Would they have 
been back i n  My La i  (1) o r  t h e  area t h a t  people  
r e f e r  t o  as P i n k v i l l e ,  o r  where would they  be? 

A.. The reason  they went i n t o  My Lai  ( 4 )
is  because t h a t ' s  where ' t h e y  had r e c e i v e d  a l o t  
o f - - in  o t h e r  words, they  had p r e v i o u s l y  n o t  been 
very  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  going i n t o  t h a t  town, because 
t h e y  had r e c e i v e d  a l o t  of au tomat ic  weapons f i r e  
and sma l l  a r m s  f i r e .  Also,  they  had r ece ived  mor ta r  
rounds and a n t i - t a n k  r o c k e t s  from t h a t  town--I should  
s a y ,  hamlet .  This  is  why they  expec ted  it t o  be 
r e i n f o r c e d ,  and they expec ted  r e s i s t a n c e  from t h e  
o u t e r  p e r i m e t e r  of t h e  hamle t .  

Q. From your impress ion  of t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  
what w a s  t h e  number of t h e  enemy b a t t a l i o n ?  

A.  I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  48th o r  47th  B a t t a l i o n .  

Q. 48th Local  Force B a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Y e s .  Did they  expec t  t o  f i n d  most of t h a t  
b a t t a l i o n  i n  t h e  My La i  ( 4 )  a r e a ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, what they  
expec ted  t o  f i n d  was--well, can I p o i n t  it o u t  on 
the map ( E x h i b i t  MAP-l)? 

Q - C e r t a i n l y .  

A. Colonel  BARKER had t o l d  m e  t o  make s u r e  
t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  covered t h i s  a r e a  
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on t h e  w a l l  map),  because they  
expec ted  au tomat ic  weapons i n  t h o s e  bunkers .  
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So, he t o l d  m e  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  a r e a  was completely 
covered by t h e  p repara t ion ,  and t h a t ' s  what I t r i e d  
t o  do. 

RCDR: For the  sake of t h e  record,  could you 
desc r ibe  t h a t ?  

I0: I think t h a t  is a l l  r i g h t ,  W e  are going 
t o  g e t  down t o  t h a t  i n  t h e  a e r i a l  photo. Now, M r .  
VAZQUEZ, g e t t i n g  away f r c m  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  aspec t ,  
what were the  t roops  ordered t o  do? 

A. I d o n ' t  know what t h e  t roops  w e r e  t o l d  
t o  do. I do know what t h e  company commanders w e k e  
t o l d  t o  do. 

Q u  A t  t h a t  b r i e f i n g ,  what d id  Colonel BARKER 
t c l l  h i s  v--<: cc.mtanders t h a t  he wanted them t o  do? 

A.  He t o l d  them t o  make s u r e  t h a t  they g o t  
t h e i r  t roc2s  i n  t h e r e  aggress ive ly ,  c lose  i n  with 
t h e  enemy, i n  o t h e r  words, c lose  i n  a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  
p repara t ion .  I f  they needed some support  they could 
s t o p  t h e i r  advance i f  it was r e a l l y  necessary,  bu t  
otherwise he wanted 'them t o  go f u l l  b l a s t  and c l o s e  
i n  before  t h e  enemy go t  a chance t o  move out--out of 
t h a t  v i l l a g e  complex. I t  was a combination of air 
assault/cornbat a s s a u l t .  . I th ink  it was two of them, 
one t o  t h e  e a s t  and another  one on t h e  western v i l l a y e ,  
and he wanted those  u n i t s  t o  c lose  i n  and e n c i r c l e  
t h a t  VC b a t t a l i o n ,  because they expected him t o  be 
spread throughout t h e  e n t i r e  zone t h e r e .  

Q Did he say anything about des t roying  t h e  
bunkers and t h e  hootches,  k i l l i n g  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  and 
th ings  of t h i s  na ture?  

-A. No, s i r .  There i s  nothing t o  my know-
ledge t h a t  he mentioned that--those i tems. I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i m  mentianing any l i ves tock  o r  any-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  
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Q. Did he mention something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  a l l  
t h e  people  would have gone t o  market ,  and everyone who remained 
would be  e i t h e r  VC o r  VC sympath izers ,  and go in and c l e a n  
t h a t  p l a c e  o u t ?  

A .  Righ t ,  b u t  I never  h e a r d  Colonel  BARKER t e l l  any-
body t o  burn a v i l l a g e ,  t h e  r ea son  be ing  t h a t  I know f o r  a 
f a c t  t h a t  he w a s  a g a i n s t  bu rn ing  t h e  hoo tches ,  and s o  was 
t h e  S3. 

Q W e l l ,  do you remember any th ing  more about  t h e s e  
o r d e r s ?  

A .  No sir .  T h a t ' s  about  a l l  I can r e c a l l  on t h e  o r d e r s .  
Now he--a l o t  of  t h i s  meet ing which he h e l d  which I a t t e n d e d  
was n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  where Colonel  BARKER i s s u e d  t h i s  f i n a l  
o r d e r .  This  w a s  more o r  l e s s  a b i g  pep - t a lk  t y p e  o f  a  
meet ing,  and Colonel  BARKER u s u a l l y  p u t  o u t  h i s  own o r d e r s  
t o  each company commander i - n d i v i d u a l l y .  I n  o t h e r  words,  he 
was t h e  on ly  one t h a t  t o l d  them what t o  do. 

Q. W e l l ,  i s n ' t  t h a t  ra ther--you mean he would 
t e l l  t h i s  man, and then  la ter  on be would t e l l  t h e  o t h e r  
company commanders? D i d n ' t  he e v e r  t e l l  them c o l l e c t i v e l y ?  

A.  I n  a l o t  of  ca ses  t h a t  would have t o  be  t h e  c a s e ,  
because t h e r e  were cont inuous  o p e r a t i o n s  7 days  a week. 
The o n l y  way t h a t  he could g e t  company commanders t o g e t h e r  
was t o  g e t  them o u t  of t h e  f i e l d .  I n  o t h e r  words,  t hey  
wou ld - - l e t ' s  s a y ,  ah--for example, a company might be 
r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on. t h e  w a l l  map) and one would be 
up h e r e ,  o r  t h e y  on ly  had--at t h e  t i m e  when they  s t a r t e d  o u t  
w i t h  t h r e e  companies, two would be o p e r a t i n g  and p o s s i b l y  
one h e r e ,  one a t  D o t t i e  minus a p l a t o o n  and a p l a t o o n  h e r e ,  
o r  v i c e  v e r s a ,  and t h e  on ly  way he cou ld  t a l k  t o  t h e  company 
commander w i t h o u t  p u l l i n g  them back from t h e i r  ope ra t ing - - I  
mean c o n t r o l  o f  t h e i r  u n i t s  w a s  t o  go o u t  t h e r e  and t a l k  
t o  them. 

Q T h a t ' s  what we might c a l l  f ragmentary  o r d e r s ,  
r i g h t ?  

A.  Right .  

Q. Was' t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h i s  day? Was n o t  Captain  
MEDINA t h e r e ?  
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A Right ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  they--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Was Captain MICHLES t h e r e ?  

A. I t h i n k  what they  had done was send a chopper 
t o  p ick  up t h e  company commanders from t h e i r  f i e l d  l o c a t i o n s ?  

Q. W e  have a p r e t t y  good s t o r y  of what t r a n s p i r e d
a l ready ,  and I th ink  you should know t h i s .  W e  know, f o r  
example, from previous testimony t h a t  Captain MEDINA was 
t h e r e ,  and Captain MICHLES was t h e r e ,  We a r e  n o t  sure 
whether t h e  company commander of C/3/1 w a s  t h e r e .  
We know t h a t  Captain GAMBLE was t h e r e .  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q.  So, we know a l i t t l e  b i t  about t h i s ,  and s o  t h e  
ques t ion  now i s ,  what were the  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  were i s s u e d  
t o  t h e  u n i t  commanders a t  t h a t  time? 

A. Other than  what I j u s t  mentioned, o r  what I have 
j u s t  explained was i s sued  t o  them I--I d o n ' t  remember any-
t h i n g  e l s e ,  because i t - -dur ing  t h e  time t h e  meeting was being 
he ld  we s t i l l  had opera t ions  and--in o t h e r  words, a r t i l l e r y  
missions were being f i r e d ,  and I could have been requ i red  t o  
go o u t  and g e t  some missions prepared t o  be s e n t  i n ,  s o  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  I w a s  t h e r e  throughout the  e n t i r e  b r i e f -
ing.  The reason I d i d n ' t  g e t  everyth ing  t h a t  was said--now 
t h a t  you mention it, I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  I d i d  not--I 
wasn ' t  t h e r e  a t  t h e  time--the e n t i r e  per iod of  t ime. 

Q .  To recons.:ruct what you have i n d i c a t e d ,  t h e r e  was 
an i n t e l l i g e n c e  b r i e f i n g ,  subsequent t o  which t h e r e  were 
some o rde r s  i s s u e d  t o  t h e  u n i t  commanders. You remember 
t h a t  they were t o l d  t o  move through t h a t  a r e a  aggress ive ly ,  
and t h a t  i s  j u s t  about t h e  crux of t h e  order?  

A. Right.  

9 Whai Iidppelieb dLCie~ tile o rde r s  were i s sued?  
Let  me phrase i t  d i f f e r e n t l y .  Did you accompany Colonel 
BARKER and o t h e r  u n i t  commanders on an a e r i a l  reconnaissance? 
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A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  one of t h e  people  t h e r e - - I  know 
f o r  s u r e  Capta in  GAMBLE w a s  t h e r e ,  and Colonel  BARKER t o l d  
m e  he  wanted me t o  go on a reconna issance  w i t h  him, and I 
went up. We g o t  i n t o  t h e  chopper ,  and I t h i n k  he had Capta in  
MICHLES, who was B Company commander, and he had Capta in  
MEDINA. H e  might have had Capta in  KOTOUC, who was S2, b u t  
I ' m  n o t  s u r e  about  him. I know he was w i t h  us on t h e  opera-
t i o n ,  however, I ' m  n o t  s u r e  whether he was w i t h  us on t h a t  
reconna issance  f l i g h t  o r  whether he s t a y e d  back,  b u t  t h e  ones 
I ' m  s u r e  were t h e r e  w e r e  Captain  MICHLES, Capta in  MEDINA, 
Capta in  GAMBLE, and myself .  

Q. Well,  o t h e r  people  t h a t  we have been l e d  t o  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  normally f lew wi th  Colonel  BARKER, and i t ' s  
q u e s t i o n a b l e  whether t hey  would have been a long  on t h i s  
occas ion ,  were h i s  command s e r g e a n t  major and a r a d i o  opera-
t o r  t h a t  he normally c a r r i e d  i n  t h e  a i r p l a n e  w i t h  him, 
s i n c e  he had such a  unique r a d i o  s e t u p  i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  I 
d o n l t  know whether t hey  were a long  t h a t  day o r  n o t ;  we 
have n o t  determined it. 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  r a d i o  o p e r a t o r  was t h e r e  be-
cause  of  t h e  weight  l i m i t a t i o n ,  and he wanted t o  make s u r e  
he took h i s  two company commanders--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A l l  r i g h t ,  t e l l  me about  t h i s  aer ia l  
recon.  Where d i d  you f l y ?  What d i d  you s e e ?  

A.  We f lew down from D o t t i e .  I t h i n k  w e  came 
down h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on t h e  w a l l  map),  and t h e n  we came 
down t h e  highway, and he t o l d  t h e  company commanders--
he p o i n t e d  o u t  where t hey  were going t o  and which LZ they  
would use .  H e  t o l d  them what t imes  they  would be p l aced  on t h e  
LZ. I d o n ' t  know a l o t  of what he--I c o u l d n ' t  l i s t e n  t o  a l l  
he  s a i d ,  because he d i d n ' t  have an in te rcom on t h e  chopper,  
s o  he  j u s t  had t o  more o r  less p o i n t  t o  them because of 
t h e  n o i s e  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q. Were t h e  doors  open o r  c lo sed?  

A. The doors  were open. 

Q You ' re  s u r e  t hey  were open? 

A.  . Y e s ,  s i r ,  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e ,  because--I 'm p r e t t y  sure--
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Q. ( In te rpos ing)  What s i d e  of t h e  chopper w e r e  
you on? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  I know one t h i n g ,  I w a s  
c l o s e  to  a door,  o r  I could have been s i t t i n g  on t h e  
f l o o r  wi th  my l e g s  hanging o u t  t h e  chopper j u s t  looking, 
s t r a i g h t  o u t  a t  t h e  ground. 

Q. What w a s  s a i d  about t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  LZ and 
where t h e  prep was t o  go i n t o ?  

A. H e  t o l d  me where he wanted t h e  prep. H e  
pointed t h e  l o c a t i o n s  t o  m e  on t h e  ground, and I p l o t t e d  
them on my map and then ,  s i n c e  Captain GAMBLE w a s  going 
back t o  t h e  ba r racks ,  I gave him a p iece  of paper  wi th  
g r i d  coordina tes  w r i t t e n  down on it. 

Q. What were these  g r i d  coordina tes?  Were they
o u t l i n i n g  t h e  corners  of a box o r  j u s t  t h e  c e n t e r  of the 
prep a rea?  Which w a s  i t ?  

A. These were--this is ,  ah--was more o r  less i n  
th is - -

10: ( In te rpos ing)  Y e s ,  j u s t  a minute here .  L e t  m e  
have a photo map p lease .  

(RCDR provides I0 with Exhibi t  P-1. ) 

Now, h e r e  &isa photo focused on My L a i  (4 )  ( ind i - -
c a t i n g  t o  wi tness  on photo map). Do you recognize t h a t  area?.  

A. Y e s .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Now then ,  would you des igna te  on t h i s  
photo where, t o  t h e  b e s t  of your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h e  LZ was t o  be 
loca ted  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ?  

(Witness does a s  requested.  ~ x h i b i tP-1 a s  
annotated by MR VAZQUEZ was l a t e r  admitted i n t o  evidence 
as  Exhib i t  P-175. ) 

I might say one t h i n g  t h a t  would probably be 
very h e l p f u l  f o r  you, it i s n ' t  p r e c i s e ,  but  it i s  good 
enough for our purposes here .  One inch equals  about 100 
meters o r  100 yards .  

A. I n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  s c a l e  does not-- i n  o t h e r  words, 
it i s  not  uniform, because t h i s  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  should be a l l  
the  way down here.  
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Q. What do you mean by t h a t ?  

A. It looks l i k e  t h e r e ' s  some d i s t o r t i o n  i n  the  

photo--i t  d o e s n ' t  co inc ide  with the-- 


Q. 	 ( In te rpos ing)  There is  My Lai  ( 4 )  r i g h t  t h e r e  

( i n d i c a t i n g ). 


A. This i s  what I was th ink ing  about h e r e ,  s i r ,  

because t h e  reason I r e c a l l - - t h i s  bend here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  

is  t h a t  I used it as  my re fe rnce  po in t .  In  o t h e r  words, 

I measured a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  round which landed about here 

( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. You d o n ' t  mean you pu t  a round up there*  A 

thousand meters above the  v i l l a g e ?  


A. Right,  sir. The reason could have been due t o  

weather. I n  o t h e r  words, we p l o t t e d  t h e  LZ over h e r e  ( in- 

d i c a t i n g ) .  


Q. Over where? -.7 

A. Right about h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q. Y e s .  Put  t h a t  on the  map i f  you w i l l .  Remember, 
1 inch equals  about 100 yards ,  s o  i f  you want 200 meters 
from the  v i l l a g e  i t ' s  ou t  about 2 inches ,  and s o  on. 

A. I c a n ' t  say e x a c t l y  where it was, b u t  it was 

roughly about--can I j u s t  w r i t e  more o r  l e s s  a l i n e ?  


Q. Oh, yes .  J u s t  draw a c i r c l e  and say t h a t ' s  t h e  

LZ. That w i l l  be f i n e . .  


A. The LZ could possibly--I  mean I ' m  s u r e  it was 
somewhere i n  t h i s  goose egg here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I c a n ' t  

, r e c a l l  exac t ly  where it was, but  t h i s  i s  p r e t t y  c lose .  

Q: Well, i f  you w i l l ,  j u s t  i d e n t i f y  it. (Witness 
d i d  a s  requested.)  Now, where was t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep t o  go? 
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A. The prep  was supposed t o  g,o r i g h t  about  t h e  center 
of t h e  LZ, w i t h  some o t h e r  t a r g e t s  on t h e  p e r i p h e r y  of t h e  
LZ t o  cover  t h o s e  pos i t ions- - suspec ted  p o s i t i o n s .  

Q. Was t h e  p rep  a l s o  t o  be on t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  part of 
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Th,is t r e e  l i n e  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  w a s - - I  should 
say  t h a t  t hey  had r e c e i v e d  f i r s  p rev ious ly  from t h a t  t r e e  
l i n e .  

Q Now, unders tand  what w e  are t r y i n g  t o  do ,  Mr, 
VAZQUEZ. W e  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h i s  e v e n t ,  and s o  
w e  want t o  p u t  down h e r e  t h e  t h i n g s  j u s t  as they  happened 
and n o t  t r y  t o  e x p l a i n  t h i n g s  o r  t o  j u s t i f y  t h i n g s  o r  any-
t h i n g  else. A l l  we want from you i s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  , what did 
Colonel  BARKER t e l l  you t o  do and,  f r a n k l y ,  no th ing  e l s e .  

A. W e l l ,  a l l  I r e c a l l  him t e l l i n g  me is  t o  p u t  the  
prep  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. J u s t  draw some X ' s  and show m e  where t h e  prep 
w a s  t o  go, and t h e n  i f  t h e  p rep  d i d n ' t  go t h e r e  and you put  
it somewhere e l s e  l a te r ,  you can i d e n t i f y  where you d i d ,  i n  
f a c t ,  p u t  t h e  prep.  

( A t  t h i s  p o i n t  COL WILSON jo ined  t h e  hea r ing . )  

A. S i r ,  t h a t  would be t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  p rep  t h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  , 

.Q• Show me  t h e  o u t e r  e x t r e m e t i e s  of  it i f  you w i l l .  

(The w i t n e s s  does  as reques ted .  ) 

A. It i s  something l i k e  t h a t  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  p u t  any of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  a long,  
o r  h a d n ' t  planned p u t t i n g  any on t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any t h e r e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  because 
t h e  LZ w a s  over  i n  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q What w a s  t h e  purpose of  the prep?  
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A. The prep w a s  t o - - th i s  is  something t h a t  was always 
used--I mean nobody s p e c i f i c a l l y  gave it a purpose f o r  t h i s  
one opera t ion .  

Q. No, b u t  i f  you a r e  f i r i n g  prepara tory  f i r e s  you 
have t o  f i r e  them f o r  a purpose. 

A. W e l l ,  I mean t h a t  no one s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  was 
a purpose f o r  t h i s  prep. 

Q • Was it t o  make a l o t  of noise?  Where it i s  i n  
r e l a t i o n  to-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I n  o t h e r  words, it 's  something t h a t  
you know from your t r a i n i n g  and experience--what t h e  prep 
i s  fo r .  

Q. Well, you t e l l  me what t h a t  prep was f o r  with 
r e s p e c t  t o  t h a t  LZ? 

A. I t ' s  j u s t  t o  t r y  t o  prepare  t h e  LZ f o r  t h e  
landing of t roops .  I n  o t h e r  words, so  t h a t  they w i l l  
not--if  t h e r e  happen t o  be any enemy t h e r e ,  they w i l l  be 
n e u t r a l i z e d ,  o r  any booby t r a p s ,  o r  t h i s  s o r t  of th ing .  

-., 
Q. What about t h e  o the r  p o r t i o n ,  you have covered 
roughly about one--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h i s  was t h e  exac t  
LZ, because I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  I ' d o n ' t  know exac t ly  where 
it was. I d o n ' t  have any no tes ,  I d i d n ' t  keep any maps of 
Vietnam o r  anything l i k e  t h i s .  I n  o t h e r  words t h i s  t h i n g  
I drew here  i s  j u s t  a p i c t u r e  t o  show you where t h e  LZ 
would probably be. I n  o t h e r  words, it probably was loca ted  
i n  t h e r e ,  t o  the  b e s t  of my knowledge. 

Q. I d i d n ' t  ask you where it was "probably." I f  
you r e c a l l ,  1 , a s k  you where you were t o l d  t o  p u t  t h e  prep,  
n o t  where it "probably" should have gone. 

A. I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  pin p o i n t  it down. 

Q. W e l l ,  I ' l l  be very honest  with you, M r .  VAZQUEZ. 
We've had s e v e r a l  people i n  he re ,  and none of them have pu t  
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep  t h e r e ,  people who were aboard t h e  a i r -  
c r a f t  with you. 
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A s  a ' m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  we've had some very a f f i r m a t i v e  

s ta tements  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  Colonel BARKER wanted the  

a r t i l l e r y  pu t  on t h e  v i l l a g e .  You were t h e  man t h a t  was 

handling t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep. 


A. Well, he d id  no t  want it r i g h t  on top  of the  

v i l l a g e .  He wanted it s o  it would cover t h i s  t r e e  l i n e  

here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  This i s  what I can ' t - - 


Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I f  you a r e  going t o  cover t h a t  

t r e e  l i n e  you a r e  no t  going t o  put  your prep 150 meters 

ou t  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy, t h a t  is  what I am g e t t i n g  a t .  


A. I n  o t h e r  words, 100 meters from t h e  t r e e  l ine--
" ah--you're going t o  cover t h a t  t r e e  l i n e .  

Q. You r e a l l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t ?  With p o s i t i o n s  dug i n ,  
machinegun emplacements t h a t  you were t a l k i n g  about? 
Show me t h e  a rea  t h a t  Colonel BARKER wanted you t o  cover 
with your a r t i l l e r y .  That ' s  a l l  I 'm r e a l l y  wanting. 

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  s ir .  H e  wanted t o  make s u r e  t h a t  we 
covered t h i s  t r e e  l i n e  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

'A. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  j u s t  draw something t h a t  w i l l  i n d i c a t e  
t h e  a r e a  t h a t  he wanted covered by t h e  prep. (Witness d i d  
a s  requested.)  He wanted t o  make s u r e  t h a t  was covered, 
r i g h t ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  The LZ w a s  not  r i g h t  next  t o  t h e  t r e e  
l i n e .  He d id  want t o  have the  LZ sof tened up t o o ,  b u t  
he wanted t o  make s u r e  some rounds came c l o s e  t o ,  i n  t h a t  
t r e e  l i n e .  

Q. How long a  prep d i d  you a c t u a l l y  f i r e ,  o r  d i d  

you recommend? 


A. I t  was approximately 10 minutes. I d o n ' t  
t h ink  he t o l d  me t o  c u t  it o f f  before. 10 minutes e l apsed ,  
because of t h e  timing. So I say--I th ink  t h e  exac t  a c t u a l  
time was around 8 minutes. 

0 . How many tubes  were employed? 
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A. W e  had four  tubes from Uptight.  I had been 
t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e s e  tubes from D o t t i e ,  which were t h e  1 5 5 ' s ,  
bu t  I th ink  t h e r e  was some type of foulup and they  cou ldn ' t  
f i r e  because t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  d i d n ' t  want them t o  f i r e  o r  
something. Anyway, we were only using these  four  tubes ,  t o  
t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge. 

Q - Pour tubes of i 0 5 ; s 3  

A. Right . 
Q. You ind ica ted  8 t o  10 minutes t h a t  t h e  
prep was t o  go. How many rounds were t o  be put  i n  the re?  

A. J u s t  t h e  maximum r a t e  of f i r e .  I th ink  it was 
about 1 2  rounds a minute i n i t i a l l y  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  minute 

, o r  so ,  and then  it was 11 rounds, and a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  
minute o r  two they have t o  c u t  it down because of t h e  h e a t  
i n  t h e  tubes.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t he  exac t  number of rounds, 
bu t  it w a s  about 100. 

Q - About 100 rounds went i n t o  t h e  prep.  What 
kind of ammunition was used? 

A. F i r s t  we used a "WP" marking round, which was 
q u i t e  shor t .  I t  was way down here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q- Mas t h a t  t h e  one you i n d i c a t e d  be fo re ,  about 
1000 meters nor th?  

A. Right,  sir.  

Q Northeast  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right. Then I had t o  g ive  him a s h i f t  down here  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  . Now, s i r ,  i f  I may say t h i s  : I g e t  a b e t t e r  
i d e a  on t h i s  map than I do from t h i s  one because of t h i s  
4. Tha t ' s  where Colonel BARKER wanted t h a t  t h i n g ,  put  
r i g h t  on t h a t  4.  

Q My Lai  ( 4 )  is  r i g h t  t h e r e ,  i s n ' t  it ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

A, Right. So I th ink  t h i s  i s  no t  accura te  here.  I 
can b e t t e r  do it by po in t ing  t o  t h i s  4 on t h i s  map. 
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Q. Well, we can e a s i l y  t ranspose  it t o  t h i s  ( i s s u i n g  
another map). W e  can put  it on t h e r e  very qu ick ly ,  because 
t h a t  4 i s  d e f i n i t e l y  c lose  t o  t h e  western s i d e  of the  
v i l l a g e .  A f t e r  a l l ,  t h i s  is  a thousand meters ac ross  here  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

A. So, t h i s  i s  n o t  exac t ly  what you--I might c a l l  
t h a t  about 200 meters north-northwest of t h a t  southwest 
poin t .  So--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  We'l l  g e t  a  new map f o r  you now 
t h a t  you are b e t t e r  o r i en ted .  W e  w i l l  g ive you a  b e t t e r  
opportuni ty t o  p l o t  .it, 

A. 	 This looks l i k e  a  b e t t e r  p o i n t  t h e r e ,  sir 
( i n d i c a t i n g ) . 

Q. So, t h a t  was t h e  c e n t e r  of the  LZ,  r i g h t ?  

A. Right,  and he d id  want t o  cover t h a t  t r e e  l i n e .  
S i r ,  i f  I could look a t  t h a t  over  t h e r e  it may-refresh my 
memory, 

Q. Oh, yes ,  h e r e ' s  another  one over he re  too.  This 
i s  t h e  same map. ,.. 

RCDR: I have another  one over here  (handing t h e  
a d d i t i o n a l  map t o  t h e  w i t n e s s ) .  

A, This is  t h e  map t h a t  we used, and I can g e t  a 
b e t t e r  p i c t u r e  of it here .  I r e c a l l  t h a t  one t h i n g  about 
him wanting it r i g h t  on top  of t h a t  4. ( I n d i c a t i n g  t h e  
4 i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  on E.xhibit MAP-5.) 

I0: Well, we can p l o t  t h a t  very we l l .  J u s t  p l o t  
t h a t  on he re  and then we can t a k e  o f f  from the re .  Again 
now, M r .  VAZQUEZ, j u s t  i n d i c a t e  about where t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
prep was t o  go i n .  

A. The a r t i l l e r y  was centered  r i g h t  on t h e  LZ and 
then would cover t h i s  t r e e  l i n e .  

Q .  J u s t  draw a c i r c l e  of whatever your a r t i l l e r y  prep 
was t o  cover. 

3.  May I pu t  some X ' s  on t h e r e ?  
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Q - Yes. 

A. I t  would be a b e t t e r  way of doing it. I t  looks 
something l i k e  t h a t  ( i n d i c a t i n g ). 
Q. I t  was t o  c l e a r  t h e  t r e e  l i n e  and a l s o  t o  
c l e a r  out  t h e  a r e a  the  t roops  would have t o  move t o .  Would 
t h a t  be a proper  suppos i t ion?  

A. Yes, s i r .  That would be a good suppos i t ion .  

Q. Now, you f i r e d  a marking round. The f i r s t  
marking went about 1 , 0 0 0  meters nor th ,  then you ad jus ted  i t ?  

A. Right ,  sir. I had t o  give them a p r e t t y  b i g  
s h i f t  t o  come i n  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  around where they wanted it. 

Q. T h a t ' s  where t h e  LZ was t o  be and where t h e  prep 
was t o  go on t h i s  recon t h a t  you went on, r i g h t ?  

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q. Good. Now, do you remember anything e l s e  s a i d  
on t h a t  recon about g e t t i n g  i n  and c leaning  t h a t  v i l l a g e  
ou t  o r  anything of t h a t  na ture?  

A. No, sir. We had t r o u b l e  communicating, and about 
t h e  only t h i n g  t h e  colonel  could do w a s  p o i n t  t o  t h e  ground 
and t a p  me on t h e  shoulder  a t  what he ,wanted me t o  do. 
T h a t ' s  the  way he showed me what he wanted. 

Q- But you d i d n ' t  hear  any unusual i n s t r L c t i o n s  t o  
the ground t roops?  

A. No, s ir .  I always had my r a d i o  on t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  n e t ,  and he had h i s  r a d i o  on t h e  t a s k  fo rce  
command ne t .  Sometimes I could hear  him whisper.  I n  
o t h e r  words, he t r i e d  t o  speak through h i s  mike, bu t  I 
cou ldn ' t  hear what he was saying most of t h e  time unless  he 
tapped me on t h e  shoulder  and t o l d  me what he wanted. 

9 - A l l  r i g h t .  So t h e r e  wasn ' t  anything t h a t  you re-
member about t h e  recon then? 

A. No, sir. That was about a l l .  
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8. You were around t h e  LZ and around t h e  TOC t h a t  
n igh t .  What w a s  t h e  genera l  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  people.  Did 
they f e e l  they were r e a l l y  going t o  go i n  t h e r e  and t i e  
i n t o  something? Were they t igh tened  up, p r e t t y  t i g h t ?  

A. I imagine a l o t  of them were. I t a l k e d  t o  some 
of t h e  lower-ranking people,  and they were more sca red  than  
anything e l s e  of going i n  t h e r e ,  but  t h a t ' s  about a l l .  

Q .  Y e s .  Now, what d i d  you do t h e  next  day, on 
t h e  morning of t h e  16th?  

A. Well, on t h e  morning of t h e  opera t ion ,  I went 
up i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t  with the  colonel ,  and I b e l i e v e  Major 
CALHOUN w a s  t h e r e .  H e  w a s  t h e  S3. I d o n ' t  t h ink  Captain 
KOTOUC went on t h e  f i r s t  f l i g h t  ou t .  H e  probably went o u t  
with t h e  co lone l  on a subsequent f l i g h t ,  because they  had 
t o  come back and r e f u e l  every s o  many minutes. W e  went 
out  there--

Q. 
t h a t  day? 

( In te rpos ing)'.. Was Colonel LUPER along with you 

A. Colonel LUPER? 

Q - Your b a t t a l i o n  commander? 

A. No, s i r ,  he wasn 't wi th  us .  Now I heard somebody, 
I th ink  Colonel BARKER, t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel HENDERSON on the  
br igade  command n e t ;  and I'm p r e t t y  s u r e  Colonel HENDERSON 
was f l y i n g  around, because I s a w  another  chopper t h a t  came 
p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  us on many occasions.  

Q - Colonel LUPER could have been aboard t h a t  chopper? 

A. H e  could have been aboard t h a t  chopper, b u t  I 
d i d  no t  see him before  t h e  o p e r a t i a n -  

a.  Well, t h a t  would be p r e t t y  l o g i c a l .  H e  would 
be with t h e  br igade  commander. What happened then? 
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A. W e  flew around f o r  a few minutes apd when it g o t  
t o  t h e  time Colonel. BARKER t o l d  me t o  s t a r t  t h e  prep  and we 
s t a r t e d  it. I t  landed about 1,000 meters s h o r t ,  w e  ad jus ted  
it i n ,  and then j u s t  kept  f i x i n g  it. Now, this bas  n o t  t h e  
f i r s t  opera t ion  t h a t  morning. I t h i n k ,  i f  my memory se rves  
me c o r r e c t l y ,  they landed t o  t h e  e a s t  f i r s t  and t h e n  t h i s  was 
a second LZ. We had another  LZ around h e r e  somewhere 
( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q. Yes. 

A. I t h i n k  it was up here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q. We have t h i s  informat ion ,  b u t  you go ahead and 
give up your impression of what happened. . 

A. Anyway, t h i s  one went i n ,  and t h e n  t h i s  company 
went i n ,  and then  we went back and r e f u e l e d  t h e  choppers and 
got  t h e  o t h e r  company and we f i r e d  the .  prep and they  went 
i n .  The t roops  landed and I heard--

Q . ( In terpos ing)  Well, j u s t  a minute now, your 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  is t h a t  t h e  e a s t e r n  prep f o r  what w a s  
c a l l e d  LZ (2 )  was f i r e d  f i r s t  and then  LZ ( I ) ?  

A.  Well, s i r ,  I 'm p r e t t y  s u r e  it was, un less  my 
memory has fouled  up on me, but  I t h ink  t h i s  was f i r s t  and 
then  we went t o  t h i s  one. 

Q. Give me t h e  log from Task Force BARKER (M-14)? 

(RCDR does as reques ted .  ) 

Q I have h e r e ,  M r .  VAZQUEZ, t h e  l o g  taken from 
t h e  TOC of Task Force BARKER, t h e  day of t h e  16th  
(Handing t h e  document t o  t h e  w i t n e s s ) .  

A. Right,  s i r .  

Q You w i l l  n o t i c e  i tem number l o ?  

A. Right ,  s ir .  The f i r s t  l i f t  touched down a t  
0730 a t  LZ "cold" and then  Company C k i l l e d  one VC i n  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  713788. 
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8. W e l l ,  t h e  p o i n t  is ,  you d o n ' t  see any of--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I must have been wrong then ,  s ir ,  
because t h e  l o g  proved m e  wrong. 

Q W e l l ,  I c a n ' t  very w e l l  expec t  t h a t  2 1  months 
l a t e r  you w i l l  remember t o  a g n a t ' s  eyebrow about  t h i s  
ope ra t ion .  Tha t ' s  t h e  reason  we are showing you t h i s ,  t o  
r e f r e s h  your memory and t r y  t o  b r i n g  a l l  t h e s e  even t s  i n t o  
focus.  

A. The second touchdown 0747, t h e  LZ "Hot." 

Q. W e l l ,  now, l e t ' s  come back t o  t h i s  prep  f o r  a f e w  
minutes. 

A. Y e s  , sir. 

Q- You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  prep  was t o  be about 8 
minutes long,  roughly 100 rounds o r  s o  of 105 I s .  What 
k ind  of ammunition d i d  you use? What k ind  of fuse?  

A. The marking round w a s  "WP" and w e  used "HE" and 
"WP ." 
Q. Did you use "WP" o r  d i d  you use smoke f o r  marking? 
Don' t you have a s p e c i a l  marking round? 

A. N o ,  s ir .  W e  can use e i t h e r  smoke o r  "WP." I 
d o n ' t  know, sir ,  it it was "WP" o r  smoke, I know--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  YOU know you .can  see it. 

A. I know it w a s  a marking round t h a t  w e  could p l a i n l y  
s e e .  W e  d i d  mix some "WPMi n  wi th  t h e  prep wi th  t h e  "HE." 
The "WP" and smoke, w e  used fuze  t i m e .  The "HE" used fuze  
quick f o r  t h a t  prep. 

Q Did you use any "VT"? 

A. NO, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  us ing  any "VT" rounds. 

Q A l l  p o i n t  de tona t ion?  

A. Right.  I t h i n k  t h e  reason was t h a t  t h e  choppers 
*,?erea g a i n s t  "VT" o r  t i m e  fuze.  
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Q - .  Did you have any t r o u b l e  a d j u s t i n g  t h e  p rep  t h a t  
day? 


A. No sir. A f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  adjustment  I t h i n k  they  
came i n  r i g h t  where they  wanted i t - - r i g h t  where Colonel 
BARKER--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e  have some i n d i c a t i o n s ,  M r .  VAZQUEZ, 
t h a t  t h e  prep  was n o t  on t a r g e t .  

A. Right ,  sir.  The i n i t i a l  round was about  1000 
meters n o r t h  of t h e  t a r g e t  a r e a .  

Q. Could t h a t  have been what they  w e r e  r e f e r r i n g  
t o ,  t h a t  marking round t h a t  you used? 

A. Right  s i r ,  tha t - -

Q. ( In t e rpos ing)  T h a t ' s  ha rd ly  a prep though. 

A. A l o t  of t i m e s  t h e  marking'round w i l l  be s h o r t  
, because of t h e  b a l l i s t i c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of i t ,  w i l l  be 


' s h o r t e r  t h a n  t h e  "HE," b u t  I took t h a t  i n t o  account  

when I made t h e  adjustment .  


Q. Now, i f  you w i l l ,  look a t  i t e m  22 i n  t h e  l o g  here .  

A. Right ,  sir. I t e m  number 22, t h a t  i s  a r e p o r t  
t h a t  69 VC are KIA i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of about 716788. Now 
t h i s  r e p o r t  I rece ived  from t h e  FO on t h e  ground. I 
t h i n k  it might have been 67 o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  anyway, 
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it w a s  69 e x a c t l y .  H e  d i d  t e l l  t h a t  t h e  a r -
t i l l e r y  p rep  had k i l l e d  60 some VC on t h e  r ad io .  I n i t i a l l y ,  
I s o r t  of doubted him. I h a d n ' t  seen  any people  down t h e r e .  
But he s a i d  t h a t  t h e  company commander had confirmed it, o r  
had t o l d  him t h a t  t h i s  w a s  s o .  

Q. Did you sea rch  f o r  any g r e a t e r  d e t a i l  a s  t o  how 
an a r t i l l e r y  prep  of 100 rounds could k i l l  69 VC? 

A. To my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  I t h i n k  I t o l d  him t o  re-
check h i s  f i g u r e s  wi th  t h e  company commander, because it was 
very unusual. f o r  a prep.  Normally, w e  d i d n ' t  g e t  any K I A .  
I n  my previous  experience t h e r e  had n o t  been even near  
t h a t  many. 
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a. Well, it would had t o  have been a very unusual 
circumstance, wouldn't  it, t h a t  you could k i l l  69? You 
would have had t o  ca tch  them completely o u t  i n  t h e  open? 

A. I th ink  I t o l d  him t o  v e r i f y  t h a t  f i g u r e ,  because 
I wanted t o  make s u r e  before  I repor ted  it t o  my b a t t a l i o n .  

Q. Did you r a i s e  any ques t ions  o r  express  any doubts 
t o  Colonel BARKER, t o  whom you were t h e  s e n i o r  a r t i l l e r y  
l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ,  t h a t  t h i s  is something t h a t  j u s t  d o e s n ' t  
t ake  p lace ,  t h a t  you k i l l e d  69 with an a r t i l l e r y  prep  o f  
t h i s  magnitude? 

A. I think I t o l d  him t h a t  day t h a t  I had received 
t h a t  r e p o r t .  I had t o  scream a t  him because of t h e  noise  
i n  the chopper. I th ink  he checked. He c a l l e d  h i s  company 
commander down t h e r e  t o  v e r i f y  it, because I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he 
thought t h a t  was an accura te  f i g u r e .  

Q. What a l t i t u d e  were you f l y i n g  a t  M r .  VAZQUEZ? 

A. Usually they f l y  a t  1,200 f e e t .  

a. Y e s .  You a r e  an a r t i l l e r y m a n  a r e n ' t  you, and you 
normally t a k e  a p a i r  of b inocu la r s  with you? 

A. Yes, sir.  I d id  normally take  b inoculars .  

Q. Did you have them with you t h a t  day? 

A. No, sir. I don ' t  t h i n k  I had b inocu la r s  t h a t  day. 

Q. Why do you remember you d i d n ' t  have them? You 
normally c a r r y  them. I f i n d  very few a r t i l l e rymen  t h a t  
don ' t  c a r r y  b inoculars .  

A. I th ink  t h e  main reason was s i n c e  t h i s  u n i t  was 
not  TO&E, and w e  d i d n ' t  have a l l  t h e  necessary equipment. 

Q. Which u n i t ?  

A. Task Force BARKER. 

0. You d i d n ' t  come t o  Vietnam with Task Force 
IIARKER, though, d i d  YOU? 
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A. No, sir, I n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  case I was an 
e x t r a  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ,  and I could n o t  b r i n g  my TO&E equip-
ment from br igade  l i a i s o n .  I had t o  t r y  and g e t  a s  much 
equipment as 1 could from S3. This w a s  n o t  a TO&E ba t - .  
t a l l i o n .  

Q This i s  one of t h e  f i r s t  u n i t s  t h a t  I have heard 
of i n  Vietnam s h o r t  of equipment. One p a i r  of b inocu la r s .  

A. S i r ,  I th ink  Colonel BARKER had--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Even a t  1,000 f e e t  o r  1,200 f e e t  you
have a p r e t t y  good e y e b a l l  on t h e  ground, You could s e e  
bodies  on t h e  ground, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies .  
Even as poor as my eyes a r e  I can s e e  them. 

A. Yes, s ir .  You can s e e  them, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  
they  a r e  l y i n g  i n  t h e  open and have b lack  pajamas. You 
can e a s i l y  see  them. ... 

Q. What e l s e  d i d  you s e e  on t h e  ground .then? Did 
you p ick  up 69 bodies i n  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep  a rea?  

A, Tru th fu l ly ,  s i r ,  I d i d  n o t  s e e  t h a t  many--any 
bodies  t h a t  I could count.  

Q e  That would cause you a l i ' t t l e  doubt wouldn't  
i t ?  

A. Right. Now, I d id  s e e ,  l a t e r  on, bodies  along 
this road h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I th ink  they were caused by 
h e l i c o p t e r ,  which were sweeping throughout t h e  whole area--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Gunship suppor t ,  s o  t o  speak? 

A. Yes. 

Q e  Could you, on t h a t  map, i d e n t i f y  t h e  a r e a  where 
you saw t h e s e  bodies? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q e  Use t h i s  and mark some of t h e  a reas  where you saw some 
bodies .  

(Witness does a s  requested.  ) 
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A. I saw a s c a t t e r e d  number of bodies  along t h i s  
rou te  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. A l l  on t h e  road o r  o f f  t h e  road? 

A. . They were on t h e  road,  the  ones t h a t  I saw. I Id 
say I s a w  about two o r  t h r e e  groups of bodies  l y i n g  on t h e  
road. 

Q Did you s e e  any bodies  on t h i s  road and t h i s  
major road l ead ing  from t h e  v i l l a g e  down t o  t h e  highway ( i n -
d i c a t i n g ) .  

A. NO, n o t  on this road. No, s ir ,  I d i d  no t  s e e  
any on t h a t  road. 

Q. Did you provide any a d d i t i o n a l  a r t i l l e r y  suppor t  
f o r  t h i s  opera t ion  through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. NO, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any o t h e r  missions t h a t  
were f i r e d  t h a t  day, because we d i d  not  r ece ive  any f i r e  
here.  However, I d i d  s e e  Colonel BARKER throw a marking 
round somewhere out  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q - Was t h i s  BARKER o r  HENDERSON? 
'.. 

A. I th ink  Colonel HENDERSON threw one t o  show Colonel 
BARKER, and then  Colonel BARKER threw one t o  show it t o  t h e  
company commander. 

Q . Y e s .  

A. And I d i d  s e e  t roops  moving o u t  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  

Q. That would be up i n  t h i s  a r e a  somewhere ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

A. They d i d  k i l l - -  

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Put an X up t h e r e  t o  i d e n t i f y  it, 
w i l l  you, s o  w e  can g e t  a genera l  idea  where it was. 

A. A t  one of these  narrow cross ings  h e r e ,  he s e n t  
t roops  out  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  t o  g e t  those VC, and I th ink  one 
o r  two had a l ready been k i l l e d ,  and they had t o  go o u t  
t h e r e  and pick up t h e i r  weapons. 
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Q. Would you i d e n t i f y  t h a t  down on t h e  road ,  i f  you 
w i l l  p l e a s e ,  i n  t h e  a r e a  down on t h e  road? (Witness does a s  
r eques t ed . )  Put  it next  t o  t h e  road ,  r i g h t  down he re .  J u s t  
p u t  a  b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  of whatever you saw. W e l l ,  I th ink  
w e  have it, When w e  a r e  completed h e r e ,  M r .  VAZQUEZ, I w i l l  
ask Colonel WILSON t o  s i t  down wi th  you and mark up t h e  map 
wi th  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  I t h i n k  t h a t  it would make it a 
l i t t l e  e a s i e r  f o r  you and f o r  us.  I t h i n k  w e  a l l  can under- 
s t a n d  what we've g o t  he re .  

M r .  MACCRATE was j u s t  ask ing  me i f  I would c l a r i f y  
t h i s  p o i n t  about see ing  any bodies  i n  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  a r t i l -  
l e r y  prep ,  and my r e c o l l e c t i o n  was t h a t  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
you had n o t  seen  any bodies  i n  t h a t  a r e a  subsequent  t o  o r  
a f t e r  t h e  prep.  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. I d i d  n o t  see any w i t h  my own eyes .  

9 A l l  you had w a s  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y - -  a 

t h e  only a r t i l l e r y  up t o  t h i s  p o i n t ,  which you f i r e d ,  was 
t h e  prep of 100 rounds-- ..-

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The only ones t h a t  I saw on t h i s  
road i s  p o s s i b l y ,  maybe, a  couple  of s c a t t e r e d  bodies  around 
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  had k i l l e d .  

Q e  Y e s ,  I see .  This  is  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  what we have 
heard,  Now, l a t e r  on d i d  you see any bodies  on t h i s  road o r  
d i d  you see any bodies o u t  i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

A .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  w e r e  some o u t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
Yes, sir. But I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any on t h i s  road.  

Q B  
 Y e s .  A l l  r i g h t .  Was t h e r e  anyth ing  else, now, 
t h a t  you can r e c a l l ,  M r .  VAZQUEZ, concerning t h i s  ope ra t ion?  
Did you see any b u i l d i n g s  burning? 

A .  I saw some smoke, b u t  i t ' s  noth ing  t h a t  you--i t  
wasn ' t  t h e  whole v i l l a g e ,  maybe j u s t  a couple  of f i r e s  h e r e  
and t h e r e .  

Q. Was t h i s  a continuous process?  You see a couple 
of f i r e s  now and a couple of f i r e s  l a t e r  on? 

A. I t h i n k  it w a s  more l i k e  t h a t ,  a couple  of f i r e s  
h e r e  and a  couple  of f i r e s  over  he re .  
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Q NOW, when you g o t  through and you were f l y i n g  
back over t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  how much of t h a t  v i l l a g e  remained? 
I know what t h i s  a r e a  looks l i k e  up and down t h e  coas t .  I 
am no t  t a l k i n g  about these  o l d  bombed-out s h e l l s  they they 
have. I am t a l k i n g  about t h e  hootches and t h i n g s  t h a t  they 
have, where they l i v e d ,  How many of those  remained? 

A. I t ' s  very hard f o r  m e  t o  say,  because t h e  whole 
v i l l a g e  looks l i k e  i t ' s  completely covered wi th  green.veg-
e t a t i o n ,  o r  it d i d  look l i k e  t h a t  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q. Y e s .  There i s  another  view of t h e  v i l l a g e  on 
t h e  w a l l  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . O f  course,  you recognize t h a t  
you a r e  looking a t  t h a t  from an obl ique ,  looking from t h e  
west.  Here i s  t h i s  p o i n t  r i g h t  he re ,  looking ac ross  t h e  
v i l l a g e  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  You can s e e  t h e  
t r e e s  and q u i t e  a b i t  of bamboo i n  t h e r e ,  bu t  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  
q u i t e  a b i t  of a r e a  i n  between them, l i k e  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
This i s  a l s o  surrounded by t r e e s ,  it has a c l e a r e d  a r e a ,  
gardens and s o  f o r t h  i n  between. 

A. No, I r e a l l y  couldn ' t - - the only p l a c e  where I 
could r e a l l y  s e e  t h e  a c t u a l  d e t a i l  i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  was 
on t h e  per iphery  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Y e s .  ... 
A. I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  make ou t  any d e t a i l  on t h e  in-
s i d e ,  because--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  How d i d  t h e  per iphery  look? 

A. I t  looked l i k e  it was p r e t t y  we l l  t o r n  up by 
smoke. There w a s  s t i l l  smoke coming out .  

Q Smoke wouldn't  t e a r  it up. Smoke would be t h e  
r e s u l t s  of f i r e  o r  something. 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  anything t h a t  I no t i ced  about the  
v i l l a g e  when we l e f t .  

a. Now, when Colonel BARKER re turned  t o  t h i s  village
l a t e r  on, d i d  you accompany him again? 

A.  No, s i r ,  Not on a l l  h i s  t r i p s ,  because when he 
took some of t h e s e  t r i p s  he went ou t  t o  p ick  up wounded--he 
went down t o  t ake  s u p p l i e s  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  
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Q - I am t a l k i n g  about the' morning of t h i s  d a t e .  We 
have i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  he s tayed o u t  t h e r e  u n t i l  somewhere i n  
t h e  9 :30 t o  1 0  :00 time frame, and you were wi th  him a t  t h a t  
t i m e .  

Right ,  s i r .  

Q - When Major CALHOUN flew back out  t o  t h i s  a r e a ,  
d i d  you go back ou t  with him on a s h o r t  t r i p ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  going ou t  with Major CALHOUN. I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  I flew back a f t e r  they had found out  t h e r e  
was no more res is tance--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Af te r  you go t  back t o  LZ Dot t i e ,  
what would have been your normal p lace  of duty? 

A. My normal p lace  of duty was i n  t h e  TOC t h e r e .  

Q. Now, when you were i n  t h a t  TOC d id  you hea r  an 
o rde r  i s sued  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  and t h e... burning, an order  
given by Colonel BARKER? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  
o rde r  given by him. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  him t a l k i n g  t o  Major CALHOUN on 
the  r a d i o  and t e l l i n g  him t o  pass  t h i s  word down t o  Captain 
MEDINA? 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  because they had 
a s o r t  of a l i t t l e  p a r t i t i o n - - a r t i l l e r y  upon t h i s  s i d e  and 
t h e  TOC w a s  over  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . I d i d n ' t  hear  a l l  of  
t h e  t ransmiss ions .  I was more concerned with t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
t r a f f i c  on t h e  r a d i o  than  I was wi th  t h e  i n f a n t r y  t r a f f i c .  

MR MACCRATE:. M r .  VAZQUEZ, with r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  r e p o r t  of 69  
KIA, do you remember how long a f t e r  the  a c t u a l  a r t i l l e r y  prep  
t h a t  t h i s  information f i r s t  came t o  you? You can s e e  i n  t h e  
log  when it i s  recorded t h e r e .  I would be in te res ted - -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I t  seems t o  me it was too  soon. 
The r e p o r t  came back too  soon f o r  me t o - - i t ' s  something very 
unusual f o r  a r e p o r t  t o  come back s o  soon. Usual ly,  it took 
a11 day before  I could g e t  a r e p o r t .  I n  o t h e r  words, one 
man c a n ' t  poss ib ly  cover t h e  whole a rea .  I have one man 
t h a t  made t h e  r e p o r t  t o  me. 
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Q- Do you know what h i s  name was? 

A. Lieutenant--I  c a n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name. It's r i g h t  
on t h e  t i p  of my tongue, but  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

Q - Lieutenant  ALAUX, was he t h e  one who gave you
t h e  r e p o r t ?  

A.  Yes, sir.  

Q- And d i d  you ask him t o  check back, o r  d i d  Colonel 
BARKER ask him t o  check? Which one of you? 

A. I asked him: "Are you s u r e  t h i s  is  r i g h t ? "  He 
s a i d  t h a t  he would check it; i n  o t h e r  words, v e r i f y  it w i t h  
t h e  company commander. 

Q Well, d i d  you g e t  any f u r t h e r  information about 
it a t  t h a t  time? 

A. I t  was j u s t  a ma t t e r  of minutes u n t i l  it was 
v e r i f i e d .  

Q. Did he say  how he v e r i f i e d  i t ?  

A. H e  d i d n ' t  say how. Usually they v e r i f y  it by 
c a l l i n g  i n  t h e  platoon l e a d e r s  on t h e  radio .  

Q You have no knowledge how it was purpor tedly  
v e r i f i e d ?  

A. No, sir. I have no idea.  

Q. Late r  on, was any r e p o r t  made wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  6 9  
K I A  by a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. Would you r e p e a t  t h e  ques t ion ,  p lease?  

Q- Well, l a t e r  on, i n  connection wi th  an a f t e r  a c t i o n  
r e p o r t  of some s o r t ,  w a s  t h e r e  any r e p o r t  made of 69 K I A  by 
a r t i l l e r y  of which you a r e  aware? 

A. Well, I d i d n ' t  make any r e p o r t .  Usual ly,  I always 
j u s t  would c a l l  t h e  b a t t e r y  commander and l e t  him know s o  
t h a t  he was aware of it. It wasn ' t  r e a l l y  a r e p o r t ,  it was 
j u s t  more o r  l e s s  an information type of t h i n g  t h a t  I gave 
him, and I would c a l l  my b a t t a l i o n  and j u s t  l e t  them know, 
more o r  l e s s  a s  information.  
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Q. But t h i s  would have been p r e t t y  b i g  news t o  your 
a r t i l l e r y  u n i t ,  would it no t?  

A. Righ t ,  sir.  

Q m  Were you e v e r  aware of  any th ing  comparable by t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  u n i t  w i t h  which you w e r e  working? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  of any o t h e r ,  o r  any th ing  else 
l i k e  t h i s .  

Q. Was t h e r e  any t a l k  about  it la ter  on? 

A. Nothing o u t  of t h e  o rd ina ry .  

Q. W e l l ,  d i d  you e v e r  hea r  anyone s a y ,  "Well, you 'd  
b e t t e r  n o t  t a k e  t h a t  t o o  s e r i o u s l y , "  o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. You d o n ' t  remember any d i s c u s s i o n  about  t h e  va-
l i d i t y  of t h a t  f i g u r e  of 69 K I A  by a r t i l l e r y  i n  t h e  days o r  
weeks immediately fo l lowing  t h e  ope ra t ion?  

A. I c a n ' t - - I  know t h a t  t h e r e  were v a r i o u s  people  who 
t a l k e d  about  it. I d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  it, but--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Do you remember anyth ing  t h a t  was 
s a i d  o r  by whom it w a s  s a i d ?  

A. I w a s  con t inuous ly  i n  communication w i t h  everybody 
t h e r e ,  so--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was it e v e r  sa id--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Everybody mentioned it, I imagine. 
It  w a s  j u s t  something n o t  s p e c i f i c .  You c a n ' t  recal l  any-
t h i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

Q W e l l ,  do you remember anyone say ing ,  "Tha t ' s  
something you b e t t e r  n o t  b o a s t  about , "  o r  something a long  
t h o s e  l i n e s ?  

A. I imagine so .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  anybody t e l l i n g  m e  
t h a t .  
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Q. You remember any of the  PI0 o f f i c e r s  wi th  t h e  
t a s k  fo rce  o r  t h e  br igade? 

A. NO, sir .  I th ink  they were mad about t h i s ,  be-
cause they d i d n ' t  g e t  enough p u b l i c i t y  o u t  of it. I th ink  
l a t e r  on they g o t  it. Right away they d i d n ' t  g e t  what they  
thought they  should g e t ;  i n  o t h e r  words, enough p u b l i c i t y .  

Q. Who w a s  t h i s  t h a t  d i d n ' t  t h ink  they had g o t t e n  
enough p u b l i c i t y ?  

A. Well, Colonel BARKER was one. He mentioned they 
should have given him more P I O ,  more p u b l i c i t y  f o r  t h e  per- 
sonnel.  

Q- You're n o t  t a l k i n g  about p u b l i c i t y  f o r  t h i s  oper- 
a t i o n ,  You're t a l k i n g  about t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he should have more 
P I 0  personnel  ass igned t o  t h e  t a sk  force .  I was asking you 
about whether any P I 0  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  you can r e c a l l  had t a l k e d  
t o  you about t h e  a r t i l l e r y  opera t ions?  

A. No, s i r .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  I know t h a t  genera l ly  
everybody commented t h a t  we weren ' t  g e t t i n g  enough p u b l i c i t y  
with our  opera t ions .  

Q. When you say "we, " you ' r e  t a l k i n g  about t h e  whole 
t a s k  force?  . ,. 

A .  The whole t a s k  fo rce .  

MR MACCRATE: I have no f u r t h e r  ques t ions .  

COL WILSON: I f  I r e c a l l  c o r r e c t l y  M r .  VAZQUEZ, d i d n ' t  you 
say t h a t  you had seen automatic  weapons f i r i n g  from t h a t  
northwest s e c t i o n  of My L a i ( 4 ) ,  o r  t h a t  you had seen  f i r i n g  
pos i t ions?  

A. On previous opera t ions  they had rece ived  f i r e  
from p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h a t  a rea .  

Q e  When were those opera t ions?  

.A. I th ink  they had had two opera t ions  i n  t h e  same 
genera l  a r e a ,  one t h a t  had used t r a c k s  of a p la toon of t h e  
caval ry ,  and they had swept around t h e  e n t i r e  v i l l a g e .  Well, 
n i t i a l l y ,  they had used caval ry  a l s o ,  and they had been 

. ) r e t ty  w e l l  s h o t  a t .  
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Q. Did you p lace  any a r t i l l e r y  on those p o s i t i o n s  
f o r  those  previous opera t ions?  

A. For t h e  previous ones? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. No, sir. I hadn ' t  planned them on those posi-  
t i o n s ,  because we d i d n ' t  know about them. But a f t e r  we had 
t h i s  exper ience ,  we d id  p lan  them t h e r e .  

Q- What type of p o s i t i o n s  w e r e  those?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  I t h ink  it was e i t h e r  AK-47 o r  
crew-served weapons. I had no s p e c i f i c  weapons, except auto-
matic  weapons. 

COL FRANKLIN:  M r .  VAZQUEZ, your f i r s t  round was 1000 meters 
up h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) . Did you make one s h i f t  and go i n t o  
f i r e  f o r  e f f e c t ?  

A. I t h i n k  so ,  sir. I c a n ' t  be very su re .  I g e t  it 
confused with a l l  t h e  o t h e r  combat a s s a u l t s ,  b u t  I ' m  p r e t t y  
s u r e  t h a t  it w a s  j u s t  one s h i f t .  

Q. Okay, your guns a r e  up here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  Would 
you agree  t h a t  i f  you were very concerned about f r i e n d l y  
t roops  o r  h i t t i n g  i n  a v i l l a g e ,  and cons ider ing  t h a t  t h i s  
t r e e  l i n e  would r e q u i r e  very minute adjustment a l l  along, i n  
cons ider ing  t h e  t r e e  l i n e  and your gun t a r g e t s  and your long-
e s t  d i s p e r s i o n  p a t t e r n ,  would you say it is  a f a i r  s ta tement  
t o  say t h a t  you would only make one s h i f t  and f i r e  f o r  e f f e c t  
i n  a s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  t h i s ,  t h a t  you r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  g ive  a damn 
if they went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  not?  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  i n  t h i s  case w e  needed speed i n  the  
adjustment;  i n  o t h e r  words, t o  g e t  on with the  opera t ion .  And 
l i k e  you say ,  we d i d n ' t  concern ourse lves  with t h e  v i l l a g e s .  

Q. Would you say as  an a r t i l l e r y m a n ,  M r .  VAZQUEZ, 
cons ider ing  your gun-target  l i n e  and cons ider ing  your t a r g e t  
r i g h t  along i n  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )--
A. ( In te rpos ing)  Here is t h e  gun t a r g e t  a r e a  r i g h t  
he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

(VAZQUEZ ) 35 APP T-32 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFlClU USE UNLX 

Q. Okay, i f  you were f i r i n g  f o r  e f f e c t ,  f i r i n g  the  
maximum r a t e ,  would it be p o s s i b l e  with 105 a r t i l l e r y  t o  
f i r e  accura te ly  r i g h t  along here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  without  your 
normal d i spe r s ion  p a t t e r n  t ak ing  you up t o  200 meters i n s i d e  
t h e  v i l l a g e  a l l  a long from nor th  t o  south? 

A. You g e t  a d i f f e r e n t  p i c t u r e  from t h i s ,  but  i t ' s  
q u i t e  p o s s i b l e ,  sir. 

Q- Not t o  g e t  them i n ,  o r  t o  g e t  them i n ?  

A. I mean i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  no t  t o  g e t  them i n .  

Q. When you were up i n  the  a i r  you were see ing
those rounds impact, were you not?  

A. Right,  sir. 

Q. Did you.ever . . look out  of t h e  door of Colonel 
BARXER's s i d e  of t h e  sh ip?  

A. I had t o  change from door t o  door s o  I could 
look out  t h e  same door he d id .  

Q. Did you s e e  any rounds impacting along here  ( in-
d i c a t i n g ) ? 

.2.  

A. 	 There w e r e  rounds impacting r i g h t  along i n  here  
( i n d i c a t i n g ). 
Q. A l l  along i n s i d e  the  v i l l a g e  then .  Now when you 
look it is very obvious why you go t  t h a t  69 body count. You 
could see  very c l e a r l y  they weren ' t  on t h e  LZ. Would a 
poss ib le  l o g i c a l  explanat ion  be t h a t  they were k i l l e d  i n s i d e  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  where you could n o t  s e e  where t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
landed? 

A. Very p o s s i b l e ,  sir,  bu t  it seemed s o  quick t o  m e ,  
t h a t  w a s  t h e  reason I s o r t  of doubted it. It j u s t  happened 
too  quick. 

10: Would you j u s t  draw some i n d i c a t i o n s ,  I d o n ' t  
ca re  what symbol you use ,  t o  show about where i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
those a r t i l l e r y  rounds impacted? 

(Witness does as requested.  ) 
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MR WEST: Let t h e  record  show t h a t  he drew an a r c  on t h e  
photograph t o  show where t h e  a r t i l l e r y  rounds impacted. 

COL FRANKLIN: Do you remember b r i e f i n g  your b a t t a l i o n  com-
mander on t h e  day before  on where t h e s e  prep f i r e s  were going 
t o  go i n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  s ir .  I never t a l k e d  with-- 
I th ink  I t a l k e d  t o  him, bu t  it wasn ' t  a formal b r i e f i n g .  

Q. Not b r i e f i n g ,  b u t  showing him. Do you r e c a l l ,  
by chance, showing your b a t t a l i o n  commander t h a t  your prep 
f i r e s  were going t o  come i n t o  there ( i n d i c a t i n g  on the  map), 
t h a t  a rea  on t h e  southwest co rne r ,  t h e  broad a r e a  i n  t h e  
southwest p o r t i o n  of My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t a l k i n g ;  i n  o t h e r  words, I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  showing him tha t - - tha t  b r i e f i n g  a t  a l l .  

COL MILLER: S i r ,  do you want t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  c learance  of 
f i r e ,  o r  s h a l l  we do t h a t  l a t e r ?  

.. 
I0: NO, n o t  now. 

MR WALSH: Do you r e c a l l  any d i scuss ion  with anyone a t  t h e  
time about whether an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
would be conducted? 

No, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. It w a s  never r a i s e d  by anybody? Did it ever 
occur t o  you? 

A. No, sir. 

Q - Didn ' t  it occur t o  you a t  t h e  time t h a t  t h e r e  
were c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  i n  the  opera t ions  by a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. No, sir. Just--I  had j u s t  gone on the  report--  
a c e r t a i n  number of VC KIA. 

Q. And your answer could be v e r i f i e d ,  and you g o t  
back confirmation t h a t  it w a s  v e r i f i e d ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

MR WALSH: I have no f u r t h e r  ques t ions .  
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10: M r .  VAZQUEZ, when t h i s  opera t ion  was terminated 
i n  My L a i ( 4 )  it is  our understanding t h a t  Char l i e  Company 
continued t o  move on t o  the  n o r t h e a s t  2,000 meters.  Mean-
whi le ,  B/4/3, which had landed genera l ly  i n  the  area of LZ (2), 
had moved n o r t h ,  and overnight  t h e  two companies laagered 
toge the r  genera l ly  i n  t h e  a r e a  of My Lai  (1). The fol lowing 
day Char l i e  moved genera l ly  t o  t h e  south ,  j u s t  e a s t  of H i l l  
85, and i n  t h e  af te rnoon ended up i n  t h e  genera l  a r e a  of 
My Khe (3). Is t h a t  ( 3 )  o r  (2)? 

A.  That says  ( 2 )  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q- My Khe (2 )  , and they subsequently r e t r a c e d  t h e i r  
s t e p s  and came back t o  t h i s  a r e a ,  where they laagered.  Bravo 
had moved down a c r o s s  t h e  br idge  he re ,  down along t h e  s p l i t  
through Co Lay (1), ( 2 )  , and ( 3 )  and had moved back up and 
laagered somewhere i n  t h i s  area t h e  n igh t  of t h e  17th .  
Char l i e ,  on t h e  nex t  day, moved nor th  and even tua l ly  moved 
across  t h e  r i v e r  and was e x t r a c t e d  t h a t  a f te rnoon.  On t h e  
18th ,  Bravo moved on up back through My Lai  and worked ou t  
i n  t h i s  a r e a  on t h e  Batangan Peninsula.  Now, my question-- 
during t h i s  opera t ion  on t h e  second day, do you r e c a l l  pro- 
v id ing  any a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  support?  

A.  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you, t r u t h f u l l y ,  because I j u s t  
c a n ' t  p inpo in t  it. .In o t h e r  words, my memory cannot r e m e m -
b e r  a l l  of those  f a c t s .  

Q. On t h e  f i r s t  day, coming back again ,  do you re-
c a l l  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep that you f i r e d  i n  suppor t  of B/4/3 
for t h e i r  landing? 

A. Right ,  sir. I recall t h a t  prep. 

Q. Was it o u t  i n  an open a r e a ,  o r  w a s  it next  t o  a 
v i l l a g e ,  o r  where was i t ?  

A. It w a s  out--I th ink  it was r i g h t  i n  an o ld  bombed- 
ou t  a rea ,  and I th ink  t h e  main p a r t  of it was i n  an o l d  ceme- 
t e r y .  

Q. Yes. The i n d i c a t i o n  would be,  from looking a t  
t h e  map, 	 t h a t  it should be somewhere i n  t h i s  genera l  a rea  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  near  My Khe (3)3 

A. Right. 

9. Somewhere i n  t h a t  genera l  v i c i n i t y ?  
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A. To t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  I th ink  it was 
i n  the cemetery somewhere. 

Q Yes. 

A. It w a s  an o ld  bombed-out v i l l a g e .  

Q- Any of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  rounds go i n t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. You c a n ' t  say it was a v i l l a g e .  It  was more o r  
less l i k e  an o l d  bombed-out p lace .  

Q - People were l i v i n g  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  anybody. 

Q - Were t h e r e  any hootches i n  t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir.  I d i d n ' t  s ee  any hootches,  any s tone  
type  of construct ion--br icks and s tones .  A l l  you could s e e  
was more o r  less t h e  foundation. 

Q - J u s t  t h e  foundation of t h e  s h e l l ,  a l l  bombed up,
which is t y p i c i a l  of t h e  whole a r e a  of t h e  c o a s t  from Binh 
Dinh on up through Quang Ngai. But my ques t ion  i s ,  a s i d e  
from those ,  were t h e r e  any hootches in t h e  a r e a  t h a t  were 
temporary s h e l t e r  f o r  people who were l i v i n g  the re?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any hootches i n  t h a t  a rea .  This 
looked completely dese r t ed  t o  me. 

Q. Did you see  any a i r  s t r i k e s  o r  gunships go t o  
work i n  t h a t  a rea?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  any gunships went i n  t h e r e  with t h e  except ion of 
t h i s  shoot ing up o r  the  r eques t ing  f i r e  of t h e  r e g u l a r  s l i c k s .  

Q- The combat a s s a u l t s ?  

A. Right.  

Q Did you hear  of any c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d  down 
i n  t h i s  a r e a  t o  t h e  south of My Lai on e i t h e r  t h e  16th  o r  
t h e  17th o r  t h e  18th down south of My L a i ( 1 )  i n  the  a rea  Co 
Lay, My Khe, o r  i n  t h e  a r e a  around i n  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

(VAZQUEZ) 
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A. No, sir.  I d i d  n o t  hear  anything about any c i v i l -
i a n s  being k i l l e d .  

Q o  Were you i n  t h e  headquarters  most of t h e  a f t e r -
noon of t h e  16th? 

A. Right,  sir. 

Q- You were monitoring t h e  b a t t a l i o n  n e t  along with 
the  a r t i l l e r y  n e t ,  r i g h t ?  

A. Right. W e l l ,  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  was i n  another  loc-
a t i o n ,  b u t  I always kep t  t r a c k  of it, I t r i e d  t o  keep tabs  
of what was going on, 

Q- Did you hear  any conversat ion between Colonel 
BARKER o r  Major CALHOUN and Captain MEDINA along about 3 : 3 0  
o r  4:00 i n  t h e  af te rnoon d i r e c t i n g  Char l i e  Company t o  go back 
i n t o  My Lai ,  t o  go i n  t h e r e  t o  make a body count ,  t o  count 
t h e  number of men, women, and ch i ld ren  t h a t  may have been 
k i l l e d  and determine t h e i r  ages,  t h e i r  sex ,  and how they had 
been k i l l e d ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  sir. I n  o t h e r  words, I 
d o n ' t  know anything about t h a t  o rde r .  

Q E i t h e r  you were n o t  l i s t e n i n g  o r  o u t s i d e  of t h e  
TOC a t  t h a t  time? 

A. Right,  sir. 

Q Did you hear  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander come on the  
a i r  and t e l l  them n o t  t o  send Char l ie  Company back i n t o  My 
Lai ( 4 )  ? 

A. No, sir.  I d i d  not .  

Q Did you have information as  t o  t h e  count of c iv-
i l i a n s  c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  was coming ou t  of C/1/20 t h a t  a f t e r -
noon or t h a t  evening, with their s t a t i s t i c s  i n  their SITIWP? 

A. 
l y  ca 
didn ' 
They 

No, sir.  The only t h i n g  t h a t  I heard ,  they usual-
1 i n  c a s u a l t i e s  o r  VC. A s  f a r  a s  I could remember they  

I n  o t h e r  words, everything they c a l l e d  i n  was VC. 
. i d n 1 t  c a l l  i n  any c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  I could r e c a l l  t h a t  

day. 
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Q Well,  we have reasonably  conc lus ive  evidence t h a t  
t h e r e  was q u i t e  a b i t  of d i s c u s s i o n  going on concerning t h e  
c a s u a l t i e s  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime ,  u n l e s s  t hey  were t a l k i n g  
on s e c u r e  mode, which a t  t h a t  t ime we d i d n ' t  have wi th  t h e  
company. 

A. There  might have been t a l k  between t h e  commanders, 
b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n  over  t h e  r a d i o  about  t h i s .  

Q W e l l ,  t h a t  evening d i d  you g e t  a count  of t h e  
number of c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  had been k i l l e d ?  

A. No, sir.  I d i d n ' t .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they  even 
d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  t h i n g  about  c i v i l i a n s  u n t i l  a couple  of days 
l a t e r  when they  s t a r t e d - - I  know an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  came 
i n .  I d i d n ' t  know what was going on,  b u t  through t h e  grape-
v i n e  I found o u t  t h a t  they were i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  c i v i l i a n  
c a s u a l t i e s .  

Q W e l l ,  what d i d  you h e a r ?  

As J u s t  t h a t .  The on ly  t h i n g - t h a t  I heard  was some ~ 

h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  had complained about  e x c e s s i v e  k i l l i n g  of 
c i v i l i a n s  by gunsh ips  and by t h e  gunners from t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s .  

Q - Only t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s ?  Did it i n c l u d e  t h e  ground
t r o o p s ?  

A .  No, sir.  The only rumor I heard ,  and I t a l k e d  
t o  v a r i o u s  people--and they  d i d n ' t  come and t e l l  everybody 
what w a s  going on. They j u s t  more o r  less--it was a command 
t y p e  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  w a s  going on. I d i d  g e t  some in-
format ion  th rough  rumors and t a l k i n g  t o  o t h e r  people  t h a t  
t hey  w e r e  concerned about  the h e l i c o p t e r  gunsh ips ,  t h a t  they  
had k i l l e d  some c i v i l i a n s .  I hea rd  t h i s  a  couple  of days 
a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q. How many c i v i l i a n s  d i d  t hey  say they  k i l l e d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  number, j u s t  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t hey  had k i l l e d  an e x c e s s i v e  number, t h a t  t h e y  had k i l l -
ed c i v i l i a n s .  

Q - It w a s  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ' s  complaint  a g a i n s t  a 
h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  I g o t .  

Q Who w a s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h i s ?  

(VAZQUEZ) 4 1  
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A. I t h i n k  t h e r e  were i n s t r u c t i o n s  given t o  Colonel  
BARKER t o  do it. I d i d n ' t  want t o  g e t  involved  i n  it, be-
cause i t  w a s n ' t  any of my b u s i n e s s ,  b u t  he c a l l e d  i n  a l l  
t h e s e  company commanders and t a l k e d  t o  them p r i v a t e l y ,  i n  
h i s  own q u a r t e r s .  

Q a Did you s e e  him t a l k  t o  them? 

A. No, sir. I do know t h a t  h e ,  a t  v a r i o u s  i n t e r v a l s ,  
i n  a day o r  two, c a l l e d  them i n ,  and they  went o u t  and t a l k e d  
- - ta lked about  t h e  hoo tches ,  and I d o n ' t  know what e l s e .  

Q W e l l ,  a couple  of days l a t e r  t h e  commanders were 
s t i l l  i n  t h e  f i e l d  weren ' t  they?  

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  I t h i n k  it was an i n t e r v a l  of 2 t o  
1 0  days ,  something l i k e  t h a t .  I t  j u s t  e l a p s e d  over  t h a t  
pe r iod  of t i m e .  

Q. Did anybody e v e r  ask you any q u e s t i o n s  o r  i n t e r -
r o g a t e  you and ask  you t o  make a s igned  s t a t e m e n t  o r  p u t  
you under o a t h  o r  any th ing?  

A.  No, s i r .  

Q You know anybody who w a s  p o s i t i v e l y  i n t e r -
roga t ed?  

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You worked i n  t h e  TOC; t h a t ' s  your
home, For example, was Ma-jcr CALHOUN i n t e r r o g a t e d ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you,  s ir .  I n  o t h e r  words,  i f  it 
w a s  done it w a s n ' t  i n  my presence .  I d i d n ' t  know about  it; 
he  d i d n ' t  t e l l  m e .  

Q Capta in  KOTOUC? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  

Q Capta in  LEWELLEN? 

A, Not t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, no, s i r .  

Q W e l l ,  what you a r e  t e l l i n g  us t hen  i s  j u s t  what 
you heard  through t h e  rumor p r o c e s s ,  o r  t h e  grapevine?  
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A. R igh t ,  s i r .  I n  o t h e r  words, I s o r t  of g o t  the--  
w e l l ,  I g o t  t h e  impress ion t h a t  something was going on o u t  
of  t h e  o r d i n a r y ,  and I knew t h a t  t h e  company commanders were 
t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel  BARKER about  it, and he was q u e s t i o n i n g  
them about  it. I n  o t h e r  words, I d i d n ' t  see anybody s i g n i n g  
any s t a t e m e n t s ,  and I d i d  not-- 

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  I ' m  very i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  
one t h i n g  y o u ' r e  t e l l i n g  me, t h a t  Colonel  BARKER c a l l e d  i n  
t h e  company commanders t o  t a l k  t o  them. Can you g i v e  m e  any 
of  t h e  s p e c i f i c s ?  When he c a l l e d  them i n ?  Which ones  he 
c a l l e d ?  

A. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  he c a l l e d  i n  Captain  MEDINA, be-
cause  I know Captain.  MEDINA came i n  one day and he  was--he 
went o u t  and he came back--and they  came back in--and I 
t h i n k  t h e  l a s t  t h i n g  he t o l d  him i s  tha t - -he  j u s t  happened 
t o  be walking p a s t  my r a d i o s  t h e r e  and I t h i n k  I heard  him 
t e l l  Captain  MEDINA t o  make s u r e  and g e t  a--and v e r i f y  h i s  
count  on t h e  c a s u a l t i e s .  

Q. Thi s  w a s  2 t o  1 0  days a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q - V e r i f y  t h e  count?  What does  t h a t  mean t o  you? 

A. I t h i n k  what he wanted w a s  t o  make s u r e  he g o t  
an a c c u r a t e  count  of VC; i n  o t h e r  words,  an a c c u r a t e  r e p o r t  
of enemy K I A .  

Q. But he i s  away from t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  area i s  what 
I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o .  How can he  v e r i f y  a body count  when he 
and h i s  t r o o p s  are nowhere n e a r  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I t h i n k  what he  wanted was t o  make s u r e  t h a t - - i n  
o t h e r  words, Capta in  MEDINA had t o  g e t  a l l  h i s  l e a d e r s  t oge th -  
er and make s u r e  t h a t  each one gave him an a c c u r a t e  r e p o r t  
of t h e  c a s u a l t i e s .  

Q- Is t h a t  t h e  way they  made a body count  a t  Task 
Force  Barker?  

A. Normally, t h a t  was t h e  way, s i r ,  because--in 
o t h e r  words,  t h e  company commander normally had t o  fo l low a  
c e r t a i n  pa th .  H e  c o u l d n ' t  be everywhere a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  
s o  he had t o  g e t  h i s  r e p o r t  from h i s  p l a toon  l e a d e r s .  
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Q. Well ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  p roces s  of body count  w i t h i n  
MACV, as f a r  as I know, i s  when you p u t  your  f o o t  on him o r  
when you b u r i e d  him, you could count  one? 

A .  Righ t ,  s ir .  

Q. But t h i s  d o e s n ' t  q u i t e  seem t o  be t h a t  p r o c e s s  
we're t a l k i n g  about .  

A. W e l l ,  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  they  counted t h e  bodies .  
However, each l e a d e r  w a s  g iven a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  count  h i s  
own. 

Q. When you heard  t h i s  conve r sa t ion  between Colonel  
BARKER and Capta in  MEDINA, was t h e r e  anyth ing  s a i d  about  c iv -  
i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. No, s ir .  A l l  I hea rd  w a s :  "Make s u r e  you g e t  
an  a c c u r a t e  body coun t , "  o r  "Ver i fy  t h a t  body count . "  

Q - Could t h i s  have been a f t e r  t h e  t ime t h a t  C h a r l i e  
Company came back o u t  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  on t h e  a f t e r n o o n  of 
t h e  18 th?  

A.  I t  might have been,  s ir .  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  s ay  f o r  
s u r e ,  b u t  I t h i n k  it w a s  a f t e r  t hey  had come back t o  D o t t i e  
and he had g o t t e n  i n .  

I0: Give m e  R-2, w i l l  you? 

(RCDR d i d  as r eques t ed .  ) 

Did you h e a r  of any th ing  else concerning t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  Do 17ou know of anybody t h a t  p repared  a s igned  
s t a t e m e n t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ,  There 
w a s  no s p e c i f i c  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  t h a t  I can recall ,  i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  Colonel  BARKER. Is t h a t  what you mean, s i r ?  

Q. Y e s .  You never  hea rd  t h a t  t h e  b r igade  commander, 
Colonel  HENDERSON, was conduct ing an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r .  I assumed that- -because Colonel  BARKER 
w a s  doing it ,  it had been d i r e c t e d  by Colonel  HENDERSON. 
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Q. I show you t h i s  l o g  aga in  of Task Force  Barker  
and I c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  i t em number 3 9 ,  a t  t h e  bottom 
o f  t h e  page. You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h a t  i tem has been re-
p o r t e d  t o  t h e  11 th  Brigade.  Would you read  t h a t  i tem? 

A. "Company B r e p o r t s  t h a t  none of t h e  amount of  
VC body count  were women and c h i l d r e n .  Company C r e p o r t s  
t h a t  approximately  10 t o  11 women and c h i l d r e n  were k i l l e d ,  
e i t h e r  by a r t i l l e r y  o r  gunship.  These were n o t  i nc luded  i n  
t h e  body count .  " 

Q- Were you f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h a t  e n t r y ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  normally look a t  t h i s  l og .  I n  o t h e r  
words,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it a t  a l l ,  s i r .  

Q - Well ,  it j u s t  depends on where t h e  l o g  is. I 
d o n ' t  know how, M r .  VAZQUEZ, you worked i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  
TOC, b u t  normally t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  and t h e  
a i r  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  work a lmost  a s  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of t h e  
TOC, i n  t h e  u n i t s  t h a t  I have been a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h ,  s o  t hey  
know e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  i s  o c c u r r i n g  on t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  s i d e  
and t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  s i d e .  

A. You ' re  r i g h t ,  s i r .  
-,, 

Q So, it would be a l o g i c a l  assumption t h a t  an 
a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  would s e e  a t h i n g  such as t h i s  
and p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  it  i s  an a r t i l l e r y  e n t r y ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  
it would be  c a l l e d  t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  e n t r y .  I t  must have 
been an i n f a n t r y  o r i g i n a t e d  type  of r e p o r t .  

Q W e l l ,  it r e a l l y  wouldn ' t  make any d i f f e r e n c e  
how it o r i g i n a t e d .  It  i s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  TOC l o g .  T h a t ' s  
what t h i s  i s ,  a TOC log?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. I f  you had seen  t h i s ,  what would it have t r i g -
gered?  

A. I t ' s  s t r a n g e  that they  r e p o r t e d  it a t  t h i s  
t i m e  and n o t  r e p o r t e d  it i n i t i a l l y .  

a - What t i m e  i n  the a f t e r n o o n  i s  t h a t ,  1555? 

A .  I n  o t h e r  words, i t ' s  a l r e a d y  1555, and they  had 
i n i t i a t e d  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning. 

Q. Y e s .  

(VAZQUEZ) 
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A. T h i s  comes back t o  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  I was 
t a l k i n g  t o  you abou t ,  about  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  and s o  f o r t h  
be ing  t a l k e d  about  over  t h e  a i r .  

Q Had t h a t  come t o  you a t t e n t i o n ,  what would 
you, a s  an a r t i l l e r y  o f f i c e r ,  have been r e q u i r e d  t o  do? 

A. I would have had t o  v e r i f y  t h i s  w i th  t h e  FO. 

Q W e l l ,  i f  you d i d  v e r i f y  it, what would you
do? Suppose it i s  a f a c t ?  

A .  I would have had t o  r e p o r t  it t o  my a r t i l l e r y  
commanding o f f i c e r  o r  S3. 

Q .  And what would have happened then?  

A. They should  have i n i t i a t e d  an i n c i d e n t  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  of their own. 

Q Thi s  i s  t h e  way I would v i s u a l i z e  t h a t ;  t h a t  it 
would have a u t o m a t i c a l l y  t r i g g e r e d  an a r t i l l e r y  r e p o r t ,  r i g h t ?  

Right ,  s i r .  

Q But t o  your  knowledge you d i d  n o t  s e e  t h i s .  You / 

had no knowledge of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  any c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l -
ed by a r t i l l e r y  o r  gunships  o r  by any o t h e r  means? 

A. N o ,  s ir .  

Q I have h e r e  a combat a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  cover ing
t h e  f i r s t  day of t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  I would ask you t o  review t h a t  
and see i f  you have seen  t h a t  r e p o r t  be fo re .  

( I0  handed t h e  w i tnes s  E x h i b i t  R-2.) 

A. I t h i n k  t h i s  was p repa red  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q Yes. I t  was prepared  on 28 March? 

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  I t h i n k  each s e c t i o n  would r e q u i r e  
t h a t  t hey  submit  on it. 

Q Did you c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing ,  s i r ,  t h a t  I c o n t r i b u t e d .  
I n  o t h e r  words,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  be ing  asked t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  it. 
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Q Have you seen  t h e  r e p o r t ?  

A. No s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  t h i s  r e p o r t .  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s  r e p o r t .  

Q M r .  VAZQUEZ, i n  a TOC such a s  t h i s ,  t h i s  sma l l  
number of people  of n e c e s s i t y  nave t o  i i v e  v e r y  close? 

A. R igh t ,  s ir .  

Q .  You know Captain  LEWELLEN's b u s i n e s s  and he 
knows your  b u s i n e s s .  You know a l i t t l e  b i t  of Captain  
KOTOUC's b u s i n e s s ,  and you know a l i t t l e  b i t  about  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n a l  b u s i n e s s ,  and s o  on. Now, a f t e r  t h i s  opera-
t i o n  d i d  you hea r  any in fo rma t ion  coming through t h e  TOC 
t o  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  from t h e  hamlet  ch i e f  of My Lai  
V i l l a g e ,  o r  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f ,  which i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  some-
t h i n g  unusual  had taken  p l a c e  a t  My La i  ( 4 )  on t h e  16 th  
of  March? 

A. From t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f ?  

Q - Y e s .  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember anyth ing  about  t h e  
v i l l a g e  c h i e f .  

Q - The d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  o r  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  o r  
from any s o u r c e s  of  ARVN o r  t h e  government of South 
Vietnam? 

A. No, sir.  

Q- Did you h e a r  any r e p o r t s  from any s o u r c e  l a t e r  
t o  the e f f e c t  t h a t  on the 1 6 t h  a l a r g e  number of peop le ,  
women and c h i l d r e n ,  had been k i l l e d  o r  l i n e d  up and k i l l e d  
i n  My L a i  V i l l a g e ?  

A. NO, sir .  

Q .  And more of them o u t  on t h e  c o a s t a l  area of 
perhaps  one of t h e  Co Lay v i l l a g e s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  hea r  any. The only t h i n g  I 
hea rd  was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  had complained 
t o  h i s  commander, I b e l i e v e  it w a s ,  and they  had i n v e s t i -
ga t ed  t h e s e  h e l i c o p t e r  gunships  about  t h i s .  

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  of any VC propaganda t o  t h e  
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e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e y  were p l a y i n g  t h i s  up; t h a t  t h e  Americans, 
con t r a ry  t o  a l l  of t h e i r  t a l k  and s o  f o r t h  about  p r o t e c t i n g  
women and c h i l d r e n ,  had gone i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  and k i l l e d  400 
o r  s o ,  and over  a long  t h e  c o a s t  they had k i l l e d  an a d d i t i o n a l  
90 i n  t h e  a r e a  of  Co Lay? 

A. No, s ir .  I h a v e n ' t  heard  anyth ing  about  t h a t  
propaganda. 

Q - Did you h e a r  any rumors o r  unde rcu r r en t s  w i t h i n  
t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  b e f o r e  it broke up t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  some-
t h i n g  unusual  had t aken  p l a c e  t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir.  A f t e r  about  a week o r  s o  e v e r y t h i n g  
j u s t  more o r  less q u i e t e d  down a n d . n o t h i n g  else was s a i d  
about  t h i s  o r  about  t h e s e  h e l i c o p t e r s .  A t  leas t  I d i d n ' t  
h e a r  any th ing  s a i d  about  i t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know what t h e  
outcome of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  of t h e s e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  made. I d i d  n o t  hea r  anyth ing  e l s e  
about it. 

Q - I f  t h i s  VC propaganda and t h i s  o t h e r  i n f o r -
mation had proven t r u e - - l e t ' s  say a  sma l l  percen tage  of 
what t hey  a r e  t a l k i n g  about ,  l e t ' s  say  100,  400, 500 
were kil led--would you have expected rumors and people  
t a l k i n g  about  i t  and something of t h i s  n a t u r e  going on? 
Do you t h i n k  you would have been able--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I would have expec ted  a t  l e a s t  
t o  h e a r  something about  it, because I d i d  have my own man 
down a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  which was an a r t i l l e r y  
l i a i s o n .  These rumors and i n t e l l i g e n c e  u s u a l l y  come from 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  headqua r t e r s .  I t h i n k  i f  he had heard  some-
t h i n g ,  t h a t  he would have passed it on t o  me. I n  o t h e r  
words, s o i ~ ~ e t h i n gt h i s  b i g ,  d e f i n i t e l y  he would have passed 
it on. 

Q Who would have? 

A. The s e r g e a n t  I had down t h e r e .  I f o r g e t  what 
you c a l l  h i s  name now. He was l i a i s o n  s e r g e a n t  w i t h  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  a d v i s o r .  

Q Y e s .  L e t  me have t h a t  r e p o r t .  (RCDR d i d  a s  
reques ted . )  You had a l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  down t h e r e ?  Did 
he e v e r  r e p o r t  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t  t o  you? 

A. No, s ir .  H e  d i d n ' t .  
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Q. Now t h i s  is a p iece  of VC propaganda t h a t  a l s o  
came ou t  of t h e  d i s t r i c t  a r e a ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  and province 
( Inc losure  2 ,  Exhib i t  R-1) . That is  t h e  same o l d  VC l i n e  
on t h e  f i r s t  page, but  i f  you t u r n  t h a t  page and look a t  t h e  
top  of the  second page--

A. ( In terpos ing)  S i r ,  I d i d n ' t  hear any of t h i s .  

Q- What was your l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  t o  do then? Was 
he your l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  down t h e r e  t o  c l e a r  f i r e s ,  o r  was 
he down t h e r e  f o r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  purposes a s  wel l?  

A. He was n o t  an o f f i c e r .  He was an NCO. H i s  
main purpose was to--if  he received any t a r g e t  o r  any 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  about VC he w a s  t o  c a l l  me, and I would e i t h e r  
t e l l  Colonel BARKER o r  t r y  t o  p lan  some f i r e s  on them o r  
t ake  some a c t i o n  about it. Also, he was down t h e r e  t o  
c l e a r  f i r e s  with the  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  and the  d i s t r i c t  
advisor ,  t o  c l e a r  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e s  f o r  me. 

Q- What was the  normal c l e a r i n g  procedure f o r  
f i r e s  out  i n  t h e  VC a rea?  

-., 
A. ~ h ' i sVC a rea  w i t h - - l e t ' s  s e e ,  they had Son 
Tinh, I be l i eve  was the  southern d i s t r i c t  and Binh Son 
w a s  t h e  nor thern  d i s t r i c t .  My A0 r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  was i n  
the two d i s t r i c t s - -

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  I'm t a l k i n g  about t h e  e a s t e r n  
por t ion  of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  moment. 

Q Well, t h e  procedure was t o  c a l l  my l i a i s o n  
se rgean t  and c l e a r  f i r e s  with him; however, wi th  t h e  
except ion of con tac t ,  With enemy c o n t a c t  a company 
commander made the  dec i s ion  whether t h i s  was a c o n t a c t  
mission and then  he could reques t  f i r e  without  c learance  
i n  h i s  own AO. 

Q. Was t h e r e  a d i f f e r e n c e  between c learance  of 
f i r e s  i n  t h e  VC a r e a  and the  c o n t r o l l e d  a reas?  

A .  No, sir.  Because, although it was a f r e e - f i r e  
zone, we had t o  c l e a r  w i t h  him i n  t h e  event  t h e r e  were 
South Vietnamese u n i t s  i n  t h e r e ,  so  t h a t  we had t o  c l e a r  
with the  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f .  

Q. Even i f  t h e r e  had not  been South Vietnamese 
u n i t s  i n  t h e r e ,  would you have placed a r t i l l e r y  i n  a pop-
u l a t e d  area?  
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A. T h i s  was r e a l l y  where Colonel  BARKER had 
r ece ived  f i r e  from p rev ious ly  and t h a t ' s  why--

Q .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Had he r ece ived  it from w i t h i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  i n  t h e  a r e a  where you showed where t h e  a r t i l -
l e r y  f e l l  w i t h i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  150 t o  200 meters  i n s i d e  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right  from t h i s  tree l i n e  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  
is  where he r e c e i v e d  f i r e .  

Q - But you can walk t h a t  a r t i l l e r y  r i g h t  up and 
down t h a t  l i n e .  That  is a p r e t t y  easy  t a r g e t  f o r  an a r t i l -
leryman, i s n ' t  i t ?  

A. R igh t ,  s ir .  Now, however, when they  are under 
p r e s s u r e  of t i m e  you can1 t - -

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  This  r e g u l a t i o n  makes no d i s t i n c -
t i o n  i n  t i m e .  This  r e g u l a t i o n  s t a t e s  t h a t  you w i l l  n o t  f i r e  
i n  a  popula ted  a r e a .  I t  d o e s n ' t  say  whether you do it i n  a 
prep  o r  a s i n g l e  round o r  whatever  you do. I t  s a y s ,  you 
d o n ' t  do it. You minimize c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s .  

A. It i s  p r e t t y  ha rd  f o r  m e  t o  d e s c r i b e  a combat 
a s s a u l t .  

Q Well,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  you have t o  because y o u ' r e  
speaking t o  people  t h a t  a r e  w e l l  f a m i l i a r  w i th  combat as-
s a u l t s .  For  your  i n fo rma t ion ,  Colonel  FRANKLIN o p e r a t e d  
f o r  q u i t e  a few months j u s t  t o  t h e  sou th  of you w i t h  t h e  
173d Airborne Br igade ,  s o  he i s  q u i t e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  combat 
a s s a u l t s .  I t  i s  n o t  neces sa ry  t o  go through a l l  of  t h i s .  
I unders tand  them ve ry  w e l l .  

A. No, t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  emphasize 
was when t h e y  set  a t i m e  s chedu le ,  t h e  commanders would 
p u t  a l o t  of p r e s s u r e  on that--on t h e  companies, on t h e  
a r t i l l e r y - - t o  be on t ime.  I n  o t h e r  words, t hey  do want 
t h a t  combat a s s a u l t  t o  go accord ing  t o  schedule .  

Q T h a t ' s  t r u e ;  your back-up p l an  i s  when your
f i r s t  s h i f t  i s  p u t  on t h e  ground,  when y o u ' r e  going t o  
g e t  your a i r  prep  and a l l  t h e  o t h e r  p reps  t h a t  go a long  
w i t h  t h e s e  p l a n s .  It  i s  p r e t t y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  p l ay  around 
and t r y  t o  p i c k  t a r g e t s  when they  have t h e s e  t i m e  sched-
u l e s .  I n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  you had ample f i r e  power t o  t a k e  
c a r e  of t h a t  hedgerow a long  t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and 
t h a t  I s  r e a l l y  what y o u ' r e  speak ing  o f ,  i s n  't i t ?  
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A. Right ,  sir. 

Q. Perhaps t h e r e  were bunker emplacements o r  
au tomat ic  weapons emplacements; however, you had ample 
f i r epower  t o  t a k e  c a r e  of t h a t .  I n  terms of your  1 0 5 ' s  
you p u t  o u t  a  marking round and walk it r i g h t  on down 
t h e  l i n e ,  and probably back a t  LZ D o t t i e  you had some 
1 5 5 ' s  and some heavy a r t i l l e r y .  I n o t i c e  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  
have any 8-inch,  you only had 175 's which you probably 
wou ldn ' t  use ;  b u t  you could  use  your  1 5 5 ' s  and p u t  it 
r i g h t  on it. 

A. They d i d  n o t  as I recall. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
they  wanted t o  use t h e  1 5 5 ' s  f o r  t h i s  operat ion--  

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The i n f e r e n c e  t h a t  I g o t  from 
a l l  of t h i s  i s  t h e -  f a c t  t h a t  a l though w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about 
h e r e  a long  t h e  hedgerow, w e  r e a l l y  a r e n ' t  t o o  concerned 
about  anyth ing  f a l l i n g  back i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  because 
once you g e t  around t h e r e ,  you f i r e  f o r  e f f e c t .  

A. Very t r u e .  W e l l ,  t h i s  was "considered an 
i n h a b i t e d  v i l l a g e ,  and they  had gone i n  t h e r e  b e f o r e .  
They have had p rev ious  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e r e  and then  
it was more o r  less fo l lowing  t h e  same p a t t e r n  w i th  
these o p e r a t i o n s ,  excep t  t h a t  it came from d i f f e r e n t  
d i r e c t i o n s .  I t h i n k  one of them came down t h i s  road 
h e r e  w i t h  t r a c k s  and had a combat a s s a u l t  h e r e  ( i n d i -
c a t i n g ) ,  

Q =  I unders tand  t h a t .  That  is  n o t  t h e  p o i n t  
t h a t  I a m  r e a l l y  g e t t i n g  a t .  My p o i n t  i s  why, i n  t h i s  
c i rcumstance ,  d i d  w e  p u t  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  on a popula ted  
a r e a ?  H e r e  w e  have t h e  p o l i c y .  You say  you unders tood 
t h e  policy--am I n o t  c o r r e c t ?  Even i n  VC c o n t r o l l e d  
a r e a s  t h e  p o l i c y  of t h e  b r i g a d e  was n o t  t o  f i r e  a r t i l l e r y  
i n  popula ted  a r e a s .  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  know why t h i s  w a s  done. 

Q. You - w e r e  c a r r y i n g  o u t  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  is  t h a t  
what y o u ' r e  t e l l i n g  me? 

A. Y e s ,  sir,  d e f i n i t e l y ;  however--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Why d i d n ' t  t h o s e  gunships  work 
over  t h o s e  hedgerows i n s t e a d  of  working on t h a t  road down 
t h e r e ?  
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A. I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  where t hey  expec ted  t h e  VC 
t o  t r y  t o  escape .  

Q. Towards Quang Ngai? Towards t h e  GVN-
c o n t r o l l e d  area? 

A. The gunships  d i d  work t h i s  e n t i r e  a r e a .  They 
normally d i d  o p e r a t e  t h a t  prep.  They went in - - I  c a l l  it--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  They j u s t  s e r v e  a s  t h e  e s c o r t s  
going i n ?  

A, They c a l l  it n e u t r a l i z a t i o n  o r  something-- jus t  
opening up i n  t h e  same area where t h e  prep  had been and 
then  a f t e r .  I n  o t h e r  words, they  had an a r t i l l e r y  p rep ,  
gunship prep ,  and then  t h e  gunship came t o  s c r e e n  t h i s  
road h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. How many people  d i d  you s e e  on t h a t  road? You 
were up i n  t h e  a i r  f o r  q u i t e  a w h i l e ,  u n t i l  about  1000 i n  
t h e  morning. How many people  d i d  you s e e ,  c i v i l i a n s ,  coming 
o u t  of t h e  f i e l d s ,  coming o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e s  and a l l  o t h e r  
p l a c e s  a long  t h e  road  down towards Quang Ngai? 

A. I n i t i a l l y ,  n o t  ve ry  many, and then  I t h i n k  
a f t e r  a couple  of  hou r s ,  o r  an hour  o r  s o ,  it w a s  a whole 
mob of  them. 

Q Was it an hour o r  s o ,  o r  w a s  t h i s  a lmost  
i n s t a n t a n e o u s ?  W e  have o t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h e r e  were crowds 
of people  on t h e  road  by 0800 i n  t h e  morning, up t o  400 
people  moving southwest  towards Quang Ngai. 

A,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I ' l l  e s t i m a t e  on ly  an hour  
o r  s o ,  b u t  i n i t i a l l y  t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  t h a t  many. I s a w  j u s t  
a s c a t t e r e d  number of v i l l a g e r s  going i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  

Q- Were t h e s e  t h e  ones t h e  gunships  w e r e  working
on? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  s i r ,  because t h e s e  came o u t  
a f t e r  t h e  gunships  had worked t h e  a r e a .  

Q. Wouldn't  it be s t r a n g e  t o  s e e  VC come o u t  of 
t h e  f i e l d s  and head towards t h e  GVN c o n t r o l l e d  a r e a ?  Would 
you expec t  t h a t  o r  would you expec t  them t o  head back towards 
My L a i  (1) t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t ?  

(VAZQUEZ) 54 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-32 



.FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. I t h i n k  it would be s t r a n g e ;  however, t hey  could 
go i n  any d i r e c t i o n .  I t ' s  hard  t o  s a y ,  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know, 
sir. A s  long  as they  ope ra t ed  h e r e  we never  d i d  s e e  any 
t h a t  t r i e d  t o  go up i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. On t h e  road o r  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t ?  

A. On t h e  road.  I never  d i d  see any t r y i n g  t o  
make an escape  on t h i s  road t o  t h e  east.  

Q I recogn ize ,  M r .  VAZQUEZ, t h a t  w e  are t a x i n g  
your  memory on .wha t  took p l ace .  But you, above a l l  people ,  
s i n c e  Colonel  BARXER is dead,  were i n  a p o s i t i o n  where you 
could  observe  t h i n g s ;  and you above a l l  o t h e r  people  were 
p r e s e n t  w i t h  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander d u r i n g  t h e  i s s u a n c e  
of o r d e r s  and t h e . r e c o n n a i s s a n c e .  You were w i t h  him when 
he w a s  i n  h i s  command and c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r  t h e  fo l lowing  
morning over  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d .  Very f r a n k l y ,  I d o n ' t  g e t  
t h e  same s t o r y  o u t  of you t h a t  I g e t  o u t  o f  o t h e r  people .  
This  s t o r y  w a s  p i eced  t o g e t h e r  b i t  by b i t  by people  who 
can a s s o c i a t e  p a r t s  of it; s o  .I would j u s t  wonder i f  you 
have a s h o r t  memory, o r  whether a lo t - , ,o f  t h i s  has  passed 
o u t  of your memory, o r  whether you a r e  j u s t  n o t  t e l l i n g  
us t h e  whole s t o r y ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  b i g g e s t  problem was t h e  
g r e a t  number of combat o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  I p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n .  
This  p a r t i c u l a r  one w a s  a l i t t l e  b i t  unusual  a t  t h e  t i m e ;  
however, t h i s  w a s n ' t  something t h a t  would s t a n d  o u t  s o  
much t h a t  I could  p i c k  o u t  every  l i t t l e  d e t a i l  about  it. 
It r a n  accord ing  t o  s chedu le ,  more o r  less. I t  w a s  more 
o r  l e s s  an o r d i n a r y  combat a s s a u l t ,  compared t o  a l l  t h e  
o t h e r s ,  and I c a n ' t - - I  couldn' t--you know, l i k e  i f  you 
ask m e  about  any o t h e r  combat a s s a u l t ,  I could  probably 
remember even less about  them, because of t h e  number of 
them. 

Q. W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  t r u e ,  b u t  i f  I r ead  t h i s  one 
c o r r e c t l y  t h e r e  was s o  much communication on t h e  r a d i o ;  
t h e r e  was s o  much t a l k i n g  t o  people  i n  t h e  TOC; t h e r e  
w e r e  s o  many people  who w e r e  v i s i t i n g  i n  t h e  TOC; and 
t h e r e  w a s  s o  much going on concerning t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
o p e r a t i o n ,  t h a t  even under t h e  c i rcumstances  and even 
r ecogn iz ing  t h a t  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  20 o r  21 months 
ago, some of t h e s e  e v e n t s  should  s t a n d  o u t  q u i t e  v i v i d l y  
i n  your  mind. 

A. S i r ,  they  do, they  do,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  because s o  
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many high-ranking o f f i c e r s  v i s i t e d  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  o f t e n ,  
p r a c t i c a l l y  every day. So, a l l  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  I was 
involved i n  wi th  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  do s t a n d  o u t ,  more t h a n  
t h e  o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s .  

Q Did you eve r  have an o p e r a t i o n  i n  which,  f o r  
example, you as an a r t i l l e r y m a n  k i l l e d  69 by - a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q With one b l a s t ?  

A. Tha t  was very unusual .  I never  s a w  t h a t  b e f o r e ,  
and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I s a w  it aga in .  

Q' I was t h e r e  two and one h a l f  y e a r s  and I never  saw 
one, n o t  1 0 0  rounds of a r t i l l e r y  k i l l i n g  69 people  and nobody 
o u t  i n  t h e  open. I never  saw t h a t .  I never  saw any th ing  
l i k e  t h a t .  T h a t ' s  why it seems t o  me t h a t  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s  
and your  be ing  an a r t i l l e ryman- -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  E s p e c i a l l y  when I d i d  n o t  see 
any bodies  on t h e  LZ. 

Q W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  what I mean, you see; b u t  t h i n g s  
should  have s t a r t e d  happening,  t h e  wheels shou ld  have 
s t a r t e d  t u r n i n g ,  and something should have been done. 

MR MACCRATE: M r .  VAZQUEZ, d i d  you know Major WATKE? 

A. WATKE? I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  sir. 

Q Do you remember who was w i t h  t h e  123d aero-
s c o u t s ?  

A. R igh t ,  sir.  . H e  was a c h u n k y ' i n d i v i d u a l ,  t a l l .  
He used t o  come i n  about  every  s o  o f t e n  and g e t  t o g e t h e r  
w i t h  Colonel  BARKER and c o o r d i n a t e  c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  of t h e  
o p e r a t i o n .  They had t o  have--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did you remember, i n  connec t ion  
w i t h  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  of about  t h e  1 5 t h  and 1 6 t h ,  t h e s e  e v e n t s  
t h a t  w e  have been reviewing,  can you remember Major WATKE 
be ing  around LZ D o t t i e  o r  a t  t h e  TOC t a l k i n g  wi th  Colonel  
BARKER? 

A. He might have come once o r  twice .  I d o n ' t  know 
how many t imes  he came i n ,  b u t  I t h i n k  he u s u a l l y  f lew h i s  
own chopper,  and he d i d  n o t  o p e r a t e  o u t  of o u r  TOC. 
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Q • You mentioned t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  about t h e  war ran t  
o f f i c e r  p i l o t  who had r e p o r t e d  upon what he had observed i n  
t h e  course  of h i s  operation. Did you  have any knowledge of 
such a r e p o r t  be ing  made t o  Colonel  BARKER? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  I heard any r e p o r t .  No, 
sir.  

Q W e l l ,  can you remember on t h a t  a f t e rnoon  t h e n ,  
t h a t  Major WATKE came i n t o  t h e  TOC, perhaps  somewhat e x c i t e d ,  
b r i n g i n g  i n  a message t o  t h i s  e f f e c t ?  Does t h a t  r i n g  any 
b e l l  w i t h  you? 

A. H e  might have come i n  e x c i t e d ;  however, t hey  
must have d i s c u s s e d  it p r i v a t e l y ,  because I d i d  n o t  over-
h e a r  anything--any loud d i s c u s s i o n  about t h e  bodies .  

Q . But you do remember, a t  t h e  t ime ,  t h a t  t h e r e  
was t a l k  about  one of t h e  war ran t  o f f i c e r  p i l o t s  making 
t h i s  complaint?  

A.  A couple  of days l a te r  I heard  rumors about  
this war ran t  o f f i c e r  p i l o t .  

Q W a s  t h e r e  any mention about  Major WATKE i n  
connec t ion  w i t h  t h i s  e v e n t ,  t h a t  he had been involved  w i t h  
r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  complaint? 

A. No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing .  I presume 
t h e  w a r r a n t  o f f i c e r  r e p o r t e d  t o  him. He worked f o r  him. 

Q. Did you h e a r  any c r i t i c i s m ?  Was anyone angry,  
annoyed i n  any way, o r  d i s t u r b e d  about t h i s  war ran t  o f f i c e r  
making t h i s  r e p o r t ?  Were t h e r e  g r i p e s  about i t ?  Was t h e r e  
unp leasan tnes s  o r  people  t a l k i n g  about  i t ?  Is t h e r e  anyth ing  
that you can r e c a l l ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. W e l l ,  now, he w a s  making a complaint  about some 
of t h e  o t h e r  men around w a s n ' t  he? Was t h e r e  anyone upse t  
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about  a complaint  be ing  made? I f  one u n i t  i s  complaining 
about a n o t h e r ,  u s u a l l y  t hose  who a r e  be ing  maligned g e t  a 
l i t t l e  annoyed o r  angry.  Do you remember any f l a p  back 
and f o r t h  among d i f f e r e n t  groups a t  t h e  base?  

A .  No, sir.  I t h i n k  everybody g o t  a long  p r e t t y  
w e l l .  

Q Y e s ,  b u t  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime i f  a f e l l ow 
i s  making a complaint--I  know you may have a f e e l i n g  t h a t  
t h e  base  w a s  a happy base ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  something a l i t t l e  
o u t  of t h e  o r d i n a r y  i s n ' t  it, where a complaint  comes i n  
from one u n i t  about ano the r?  

A .  W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  they  made t h e i r  
f e e l i n g s  known t o  everybody about  t h i s .  

Q. You heard  rumors about  it, you s a i d .  Wasn' t  
anyone u p s e t  t h a t  t h i s  f e l l ow had made a compla in t  and 
t h a t  there w a s  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on? I j u s t  c a n ' t  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  you g e t  a complaint  and an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
going and everyone i s  going t o  s a y ,  "This i s  f i n e ,  w e  
l i k e  t o  be i n v e s t i g a t e d . "  Wasn't  t h e r e  any g r i p i n g  
around? 

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  s i r .  I d i d  a s s o c i a t e  w i t h  
and I p r a c t i c a l l y  l i v e d  wi th  them 2 4  hours  a day,  but--

Q. ( ln te rpos i 'ng)  You heard  what was going on,  
you heard  what t a l k  w a s  going around. Was t h i s  t h e  aero-
s c o u t ' s  complaint?  What d i d  t h e  infantrymen t h i n k  about  
i t ?  You g e t  any f e e l i n g  of t h a t ?  A f t e r  a l l , ,  you had been 
f i r i n g  s h o t s  over  t h e r e  i n  t h e  prep.  Did anyone s u g g e s t  
t h a t  you were t o  blame f o r  what he was t a l k i n g  abou t ,  o r  
what w a s  t h i s  p i l o t  t a l k i n g  about?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q Was t h e r e  any complaint  coming from t h e  
infantrymen? 

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any complaints .  

Q. No grous ing?  You d o n ' t  remember h e a r i n g  some-
t h i n g  about  any c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between a p i l o t  and people  
i n  t h e  i n f a n t r y ?  

A.  I heard  some rumors about  t h i s  p i l o t ,  and I 
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t h i n k  t h a t  p o s s i b l y  Major CALHOUN made some remark about  
t h e  p i l o t  be ing  wrong o r  something o r  ano the r .  T h a t ' s  a l l  
I heard .  

Q What do you remember Major CALHOUN say ing  
about  t h a t ?  

A. I t h i n k  a l l  he s a i d  w a s  t h i s  p i l o t  w a s  making 
f a l s e  a c c u s a t i o n s  about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  o r  something l i k e  
t h a t .  

Q - What . d i d  you unders tand  t h a t  t o  be?  

A. I d i d n ' t  normally t a l k  t o  him, and he d i d n ' t  
normally t e l l  m e  eve ry th ing .  

Q You w e r e  w i t h  Major CALHOUN a good s h a r e  
of  t h e  t i m e  w e r e n ' t  you? H e  w a s  t h e  f e l l o w  i n  t h e  TOC, 
r i g h t  t h e r e  w i t h  you and you saw him many hours  every  day? 

A .  H e  d i d n ' t  u s u a l l y  d i s c u s s  h i s  f e e l i n g s  w i th  

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  So t h i s  w a s  unusual  when he 
s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g  about  t h i s ?  

R igh t ,  sir.  

Q I t  must t o  have been something p r e t t y  s p e c i a l  
t o  him then ,  w a s n ' t  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. W e l l ,  what d i d  he say?  

A. T h a t ' s  about  a l l  he s a i d ,  t h a t  some h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t - -

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Some h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  making 
t r o u b l e  f o r  us?  

A. R igh t .  I d i d n ' t  even know who t h e  p i l o t  was 
and he d i d n ' t  even t e l l  m e  t h e  name of t h e  p i l o t  and I 
d i d n ' t  ask  him. 

Q - W e l l ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  Major CALHOUN, how about  
some of t h e  o t h e r s  around? Did you e v e r  hea r  Capta in  
MEDINA say  any th ing  about  t h i s ?  

A. No, sir. I u s u a l l y  never  t a l k e d  t o  Capta in  
MEDINA . 
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Q- W e l l ,  d i d  you know some of t h e  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s ,  
noncomS i n  C h a r l i e  Company? 

A. No, sir. 


Q- You used t o  see them around,  d i d n ' t  you? 


A. Only when they  were s t a y i n g  down, and I d i d n ' t - -

a - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  t hey  were r o t a t i n g  around,  
so you would see them f r e q u e n t l y  back t h e r e  a s  t hey  made 
t h e i r  c i r c l e  and came back t o  D o t t i e ?  

A. R igh t ,  s ir .  I d i d n ' t  know any of them, and I 
d i d n ' t  t a l k  w i t h  any of  them excep t  L ieu t enan t  ALAUX. 
He came i n  t o  see m e  eve ry  day i n  t h e  base  camp. 

Q- You had an FO working r i g h t  w i t h  you--a 
r e g u l a r  p a r t  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Th i s  was L i e u t e n a n t  ALAUX; he came and s a w  
me j u s t  about  every  day. 

Q. What d i d  you h e a r  from L ieu tenan t  ALAUX about  
t h i s  p i l o t ' s  compla in t?  

A. I d o n ' t  recal l  any th ing  t h a t  he t o l d  m e  about 
it. 

Q- H e  wasn 't u p s e t  about  a complaint  t h a t  p o s s i b l y  
w a s  a g a i n s t  t h i s  group,. t h a t  he w a s  working wi th?  

A. No, sir.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any compla in t  t h a t  he 
made. 

Q- No t a l k  about  this a t  a l l  coming back from 
your l i a i s o n  w i t h  t h e  company? 

A. No, s ir .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any. 

Q- W e l l ,  how about  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  Did anyone 
come and ask  you any q u e s t i o n s  a t  any t ime? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q. D i d  they  e v e r  ask L ieu tenan t  ALAUX any th ing  
s o  f a r  as you know? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  I f  they d i d  t hey  probably  
t o l d  him n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  it w i t h  anybody else. 
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Q - Well,  were you aware t h a t  he w a s  going t o  t a l k  
w i t h  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ?  

A. I w a s n ' t  aware of it. No, s i r .  

Q Do you know whether o r  n o t  he d id?  

A. N o , . s i r .  I d o n ' t k n o w .  

Q You know anyone e l s e  o t h e r  t h a n  Captain  
MEDINA who a t  any t ime t a l k e d  wi th  an i n v e s t i g a t o r ,  o r  
even i n  h i s  c a s e ,  was it wi th  L ieu tenan t  Colonel  BARKER? 

A. R igh t ,  sir.  

Q. Do you know of anyone e l s e  who spoke t o  Colonel  
BARKER i n  t h i s  2 t o  10 day p e r i o d  fo l lowing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
i n M y  L a i  ( 4 )  w e  have been t a l k i n g  about?  

A. No, sir.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q- You s a i d  something e a r l i e r  about  t h e  company 
commanders be ing  c a l l e d  i n  one by one? 

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q - Did you have a r e c o l l e c t i o n  of each one be ing  
c a l l e d  i n ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  he went o u t  i n  h i s  chopper and 
t a l k e d  t o  t h e  men i n  t h e i r  f i e l d  l o c a t i o n s  and t h i s  one 
s p e c i f i c  t i m e  he  t a l k e d  w i t h  Capta in  MEDINA, I b e l i e v e ,  
because t h e y  w e r e  back from t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n  and t h e i r  
miss ion  w a s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  f i r e  base .  

Q. When d i d  you r e t u r n  t o  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s ?  

A. I r e t u r n e d  i n  November 1968. 

Q. And y o w l e f t  t h e  s e r v i c e  when? 

A. A p r i l  1969. 

Q. Have you a t  any t ime s i n c e  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  t h e  
s p r i n g  of 1968, had any d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  you can r e c a l l  
w i t h  any of  t h o s e  involved  i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  of 1968? 

A. No, sir.  No one has  t a l k e d  t o  me. I h a v e n ' t  
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s een  anybody t h a t  I w a s  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  i n  Vietnam. The 
only t ime t h i s  was brought  back w a s  when Colonel  WILSON 
went down and t a l k e d  t o  m e .  

Q .  I n  t h e  course  of t h e  l a s t  weeks o r  months have 
you had any t e l ephone  c a l l s  o r  correspondence? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  There  was a J A G  o f f i c e r ,  a c a p t a i n  
o r  a major ,  I d i d n ' t  even w r i t e  h i s  name down, I d o n ' t  
remember who he was, t h a t  c a l l e d  me and t o l d  me t h a t  I 
might p o s s i b l y  be a l e r t e d  t o  come down and t e s t i f y  a t  a 
c o u r t - m a r t i a l .  However, he d i d n ' t  t h i n k  it would be 
necessary .  

Q W e l l ,  have any of your  f r i e n d s  from Task Force  
Barker t e lephoned  you o r  w r i t t e n  t o  you i n q u i r i n g  about  
your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e s e  t h i n g s ?  

A. No, s ir .  No one has  con tac t ed  m e  w i t h  t h e  
except ion  of t h e  JAG major,  I b e l i e v e  he was. 

Q - This  is  someone who , is p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  
t h o s e  proceedings  down t h e r e ?  

A .  H e  c a l l e d  from F o r t  Benning. I s p e c i f i c a l l y  
remember t h a t  he c a l l e d  from F o r t  Benning. I c a n ' t  r e m e m -
b e r  h i s  name. I t h i n k  he w a s  t h e  p rosecu to r  of t h a t  case. 

MR MACCRATE: I have no th ing  f u r t h e r .  
# 

MR WEST: I have n o t  been h e r e  a l l  t h e  t ime M r .  VAZQUEZ, 
t h a t  you t a l k e d  about  t h e  matter of t h e  gunsh ips  hav ing  a 
miss ion  of b lock ing  t h a t  l i t t l e  road t o  t h e  s o u t h  of t h e  
hamlet  of My La i  ( 4 ) .  A s  I r e c a l l  i n  your  t es t imony given 
t o  Colonel  WILSON, you spoke about  s e e i n g  t h e  choppers f l y -
i n g  a long  t h e  road t r >  t h e  sou th  a long  My La i  ( 4 ) ?  

A.  Righ t ,  s i r .  I s a w  a couple  of  choppers f l y ing - -
I guess  s u p p r e s s i v e  f i r e  i s  what we c a l l  it. 

Q. Would you t e l l  what gunships w e r e  t h e s e ?  Were 
they s l i c k s ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h e r e  were t w c  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  of gun-
s h i p s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g .  The 123d had t h e i r  own gunsh ips ,  p l u s  
they  had some a d d i t i o n a l  e s c o r t  gunships t h a t  were suppress-
i n g  t h e  LZ w i th  r o c k e t s  and machineguns i n  t h i s  area 
around t h e  LZ ( i n d i c a t i n g  on t h e  map). 
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Q - You r e c a l l  t h e  markings on the  gunships engaged 
i n  t h i s  mission along the  road? 

A. No, sir,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  However, they always 
t r i e d  t o  use them as  a u n i t ,  and I th ink  had assjgned them 
s p e c i f i c  miss ions ,  and t h i s  mission he re  was assigned t o  
p r o v i s i o n a l  gunships. 

Q. Were you f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  gunships t h a t  were 
c a l l e d  Sharks? 

A. Right ,  s ir .  The Sharks were down from Duc 
Pho. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  they used Sharks i n  t h i s  opera t ion .  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  the  Sharks. 

MR WEST: T h a t ' s  a l l  I had. 

COL FRANKLIN: The gunships you say t h a t  made t h e  preps ,  
d i d  they f i r e  i n t o  My Lai Vi l lage?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  they f i r e d  r i g h t  i n t o  +he v i l l a g e  
i t s e l f .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  them f i r i n g .  ..Iknow they f i r e d  
r i g h t  around t h e  LZ ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  them having f i red- -
I know one of them came out  he re  and s t a r t e d  around he re  
( i n d i c a t i n g  on t h e  map). I d o n ' t  remember them f i r i n g  i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Did you have a  populat ion overlay t h a t  you go t  
from t h e  d i s t r i c t  f o r  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e  i n  orange? 

A.  No, sir. 

Q. Did you reques t  permission from t h e  d i s t r i c t  
t o  f i r e  on My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A.  For t h e  prep,  yes ,  s ir .  

Q- You made the  s ta tement  t h a t  you thought t h a t  
Major CALHOUN used t o  t h i n k  t h a t  people would be l eav ing  
t h e  v i l l a g e  a l l  t h e  t ime, and you. thought t h i s  was r a t h e r  
p e c u l i a r ?  

Right ,  sir.A. -

Q. Did you know t h e r e  were people i n  My Lai ( 4 )  
when you were asking permission t o  f i r e  on i t ?  

A. No, sir.  I d i d n ' t .  I d i d n ' t  know any people 
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were t h e r e ,  

Q You d i d n ' t  know t h e r e  weren ' t  any t h e r e ,  
e i t h e r ,  d i d  you? 

A. NO, sir.  

Q. Well,  y o u ' r e  n o t  r e a l l y  t o o  s u r e  i f  people  
were t h e r e  o r  n o t .  Was Major CALHOUN t a l k i n g  about  t h e  
people  be ing  gone? 

A. Right ,  sir.  H e  always d i d  g e t  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  
from t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  t h a t  t h e  people  would be gone. I always 
remembered him g e t t i n g  t h i s  in format ion  from d i s t r i c t  head-
q u a r t e r s ,  and w e  planned t h e  o p e r a t i o n  around t h a t .  

Q But t h e  c l e a r a n c e  of f i r i n g  you d i d ,  through
d i s t r i c t ?  You had no popu la t ion  ove r l ay  y o u r s e l f .  You 
had no way of checking f o r  f i r e  from Task Force  Barker  t o  
know i f  you were going t o  f i r e  i n t o  a popula ted  a r e a  or 
n o t ?  

A. The only t h i n g  w e  had was f r o m - - i n i t i a l l y  w e  
came up--we had been working i n  t h e  br igade--I  f o r g e t  
t h e  b r igade  it was--he had g iven  m e  c e r t a i n  areas where 
t h e r e  w e r e  popu la t ions .  There w a s  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  where 
they  knew t h e r e  w e r e  popu la t ions  f o r  s u r e .  

Q Within t h i s  orange h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )? I 'm 
j u s t  t a l k i n g  about  t h i s  around h e r e ,  around My L a i  ( 4 )  . 
A. No, sir.  Not i n  t h i s  whole a r e a .  They 
normally had popu la t ion  a long  Highway 1, l i s t e d  on t h a t  
i n fo rma t ion  s h e e t .  

Q - Did t h e  r i f l e  companies have t o  clear mor t a r  
f i r e  wi th  you? 

A. I had them do it, y e s ,  s ir .  A l l  i n d i r e c t  f i r e  
had t o  be c l e a r e d .  Once o r  t w i c e ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  it 
was i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  t hey  had v i o l a t e d  my i n s t r u c t i o n s .  
I c o u l d n ' t  i n s t r u c t  them t o  do i t ,  b u t  I asked Colonel  
BARKER t o  have a l l  h i s  company commanders c l e a r  i n d i r e c t  
f i r e  w i t h  me so I could c l e a r  it wi th  t h e  d i s t r i c t  head-
qua r t e r s - - to  g e t  d i s t r i c t  c l e a r a n c e .  

10: What w a s  r e a l l y  t h e  purpose of c l e a r i n g  t h i s  
w i t h  d i s t r i c t ?  Once you g o t  a c l e a r a n c e  f o r  t h e  day and 
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r i f l e  companies? 

A. NO , sir.  

COL FRANKLIN: No more q u e s t i o n s .  

I0 : Are t h e r e  any more q u e s t i o n s ?  

(Negat ive  response .  ) 

M r .  VAZQUEZ, we a r e  p l ea sed  t h a t  you came i n  
t o  g ive  us what i n fo rma t ion  you could.  W e  a r e  going t o  
cont inue  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and we a r e  going t o  p i e c e  
t o g e t h e r  what happened i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  du r ing  t h e  
course  of t h i s  i n q u i r y .  Accordingly,  w e  w i l l  ask you 
t o  cont inue  t o  t h i n k  about  t h i s  and t h i n g s  may come 
back t o  mind t h a t  you d i d  n o t  i nc lude  i n  your  d i scus -  
s i o n  he re  t h i s  a f t e rnoon .  I f  they  do w e  would be very 
happy i f  you would g e t  i n  touch wi th  u s ,  s o  t h a t  w e  can 
ask you t o  come back and t h a t  we may be informed. I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  i f  you have any maps wi th  some of t h i s  f i r e  
d a t a  on them, any notebooks,  o r  any photographs which 
you took from t h e  a i r ,  which may be of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  us 
i n  de te rmin ing  t h e  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  of t h e s e  t h i n g s  
of which I have been d i s c u s s i n g ,  w e  w i l l  be a p p r e c i a t i v e  i f  
you make them a v a i l a b l e  t o  us .  

Before  w e  c l o s e  t h i s  h e a r i n g ,  i f  you have any 
s t a t emen t s  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  make o r  i f  you have any- 
t h i n g  t h a t  you t h i n k  would be of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  us i n  a r r i v -  
i n g  a t  our  f i n d i n g s  and conc lus ions ,  o r  i f  you have any 
q u e s t i o n s ,  w e  would l i k e  t o  have them, i f  you would l i k e  
t o  do so.  

A. I have no comment, s ir .  

MR WEST: M r .  VAZQUEZ, we ' re  a sk ing  you a s  a c i v i l i a n  
wi tnes s  no t  t o  d i s c l o s e  what took p l a c e  d u r i n g  your  at-
tendance a t  t h e  hea r ing .  We a r e  now g a t h e r i n g  t h e  ev i -  
dence and we h a v e n ' t  y e t  reached any conc lus ions .  Much 
of t h e  tes t imony t h a t  w e  have r ece ived  may have some 
bea r ing  on p o s s i b l e  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  t r i a l s  a r i s i n g  o u t  of  
t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  For t h a t  reason  it is  impor tan t  t h a t  
tes t imony n o t  be d i s c l o s e d .  I d o n ' t  know i f  you have 
been con tac t ed ,  b u t  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  you w i l l  be asked 
t o  appear b e f o r e  a congres s iona l  committee t h a t  i s  looking  
i n t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  I f  s o ,  what I have j u s t  sugges ted  t o  
you--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I--
( 
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MR WEST: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  This  d o e s n ' t  r e s t r i c t  you i n  
any way, i f  you mean t h a t .  

A. I t  is  something t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  r e q u e s t .  
I made two sets of  in format ion .  One t ime Colonel  WILSON 
came down and g o t  t h e  in format ion .  Is t h e r e  any way I 
can g e t  a copy of t h i s ?  A l l  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  i n v e s t i g a -  
t i o n s - - t h e r e  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  I f o r g o t  something I s a i d  
i n  one i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and meant something a t  ano the r .  
This  could be very  confus ing .  

MR WEST: I t  w i l l  be a whi le  b e f o r e  your  t es t imony i s  
t r a n s c r i b e d ,  e d i t e d ,  and reproduced.  A t  such t i m e  a s  it 
i s  ready ,  you are p e r f e c t l y  welcome t o  come i n  and r ead  
it. For  t h e  t i m e  be ing  w e ' r e  n o t  r e l e a s i n g  any t r a n -  
s c r i p t s  t o  anybody. I ' m  s u r e  you can a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  
need f o r  t h a t .  

A. Because, you know, I d o n ' t  know i f  I h e a r  
t h i n g s ,  b u t  a l s o  say t h i n g s ;  t h e r e  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  I 
could  g e t  some in fo rma t ion  and l a t e r  on--might be 
i n f l u e n c i n g  m e . . . .  

MR WEST: W e l l ,  why d o n ' t  w e  do t h i s  .. I f  you a r e  
asked t o  appear  b e f o r e  a congres s iona l  subcommittee, why 
d o n ' t  you g e t  i n  touch w i t h  u s ,  and w e  w i l l  p rov ide  a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of you r  tes t imony.  Would t h a t  h e l p  you? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

I0: Under t h e  r u l e s  w e  cannot  r e l e a s e  it t o  you, 
b u t  w e  can make it a v a i l a b l e  t o  you. Does anybody have any- 
t h i n g  e l s e ?  

COL WILSON: Y e s ,  I want t o  see you, M r .  VAZQUEZ. 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess u n t i l  1620 hours .  

(The aer ia l  photograph,  E x h i b i t  P-1, as 
anno ta t ed  by MR VAZQUEZ was r e c e i v e d  and e n t e r e d  i n t o  
ev idence  as E x h i b i t  P-175. ) 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1610 hour s ,  20 
December 1969.)  
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(The h e a r i n g  came t o  o r d e r  a t  1330 hour s ,  9 Feb-
ruary  1 9 7 0 . )  

10:  The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL FRANKLIN, LTC 
BAUER, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  h e a r i n g  recalls M r .  Dennis R. VAZQUEZ. 

(MR VAZQUEZ w a s  r e c a l l e d ,  reminded 
t h a t  he w a s  s t i l l  under o a t h ,  and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows : )  

I0 : M r .  VAZQUEZ, s i n c e  w e  l a s t  t a l k e d  t o  you a few 
days b e f o r e  Chris tmas,  w e  have had an oppor tun i ty  t o  i n t e r -
r o g a t e  a  l a r g e  number of a d d i t i o n a l  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  and we've 
a l s o  been a b l e  t o  g a t h e r  q u i t e  a few documents which p e r t a i n  
t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  one way or  ano the r .  We've a l so  had an 
oppor tun i ty  t o  go t o  South Vietnam and t o  t a k e  a look  a t  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  f i r s t  hand. I ' v e  t a l k e d  t o  q u i t e  a few of t h e  
Vietnamese, some a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  some w i t h  t h e  
ARVN and some w i t h  t h e  government of South Vietnam. So w e  
do have a much b e t t e r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  of what went on and f o r  
t h i s  r ea son  w e  f e l t  it would be a d v i s a b l e  t o  ask you t o  come 
back i n .  Based on t h i s  a d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion  w e  can t a l k  
t o  you a l i t t l e  b i t  f u r t h e r .  

M r .  WEST, on my r i g h t ,  w i l l  l e a d  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  
so I ' l l  t u r n  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  over  t o  him u n l e s s  you have any 
q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  ask a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

A. I do have some n o t e s  t h a t  I' made b e f o r e  I came 
up h e r e  which I would l i k e  t o  use  l a t e r  on t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  
in format ion  on 23 December. 

Q F ine ,  t h a t  wouid be ve ry  h e l p f u l ,  we'd a p p r e c i a t e  
it. 

MR WEST: Perhaps ,  you 'd  go ahead and s t a r t  o u t  w i t h  t h a t .  
This might answer some of t h e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  w e  have. 

(The w i t n e s s  examined a notebook which he had wi th  
him. ) 
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A. The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  previously asked, d e s i r e d ,  in-
formation mainly p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  My Lai opera t ion  of 16 
March, I b e l i e v e  it was. 

10: 16 March 1968. That ' s  r i g h t ,  

A. However, on s e v e r a l  previous occasions opera t ions  
had been conducted i n  t h a t  a rea  which might not  be t h e  same 
type ,  but  they had been somewhat--sure could have had a 
g r e a t e r  e f f e c t  on t h a t  a rea .  But I d o n ' t  be l i eve  t h a t  any 
ques t ions  were asked. 

MR WEST: We d i d  know about two p r i o r  opera t ions  i n  February 
i n  the  a r e a ,  However, they d id  no t  involve Char l i e  Company 
except  once they  were i n  a blocking p o s i t i o n .  Did you have 
some p a r t i c u l a r  comment about those opera t ions  t h a t  you want-
t e d  t o  t e l l  us? 

A. No, sir ,  n o t  unless  you have some ques t ions  t h a t  
you'd l i k e  me t o  answer. 

Q g  I . d o n l t  be l i eve  so. ... 

10: I th ink  we have a p r e t t y  good p i c t u r e  of what 
took p lace  i n  these  opera t ions .  

A. P a r t i c u l a r l y  th ink ing  about e f f e c t s  of a r t i l l e r y  
on previous opera t ions  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  which on previous 
opera t ions ,  one t h a t  I remember s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  a tremendously 
heavy amount of a r t i l l e r y  was u t i l i z e d .  

Q Against  My Lai ( 4 )  o r  a g a i n s t  the  a r e a  of Pink-
v i l l e ?  

A. Well, P i n k v i l l e  was some, but--concerned with 
t h e  a r e a  around My Lai  and i n  t h a t  v i c i n i t y .  

Q You're t a l k i n g  about t h e  s i t u a t i o n  when Bravo 
Company had some of i ts  elements pinned down and they had 
t o  use t h e  APC's t o  e x t r a c t  them? Is t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
you ' r e  t a l k i n g  about? 

A.  Right ,  sir. 
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Q. When Captain MICHLES'  company was pinned down? 
Was it t h i s  time t h a t  the  a r t i l l e r y  was used? 

A. Right ,  sir.  In  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t a n c e  a b a s i c  
load w a s  expended, a b a s i c  load f o r  one b a t t e r y .  

Q What would you cons ider  t o  be a b a s i c  load? 

A. I b e l i e v e  a t  t h a t  time it was around t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of 600 rounds. 

Q. Where was t h i s  a r t i l l e r y  placed with r e s p e c t  t o  
My Lai? 

A. I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  g ive  a .  s p e c i f i c  coord ina te ,  bu t  it 
was placed i n  t h e  same genera l  a r e a  t h a t  subsequent preps 
w a s  placed. 

Q I t  conceivably could have been i n  t h a t  a r e a  be-
cause t h e  opera t ion  where Bravo Company g o t  t i e d  down was 
somewhat t o  t h e  northwest of My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  s o  i n  o r d e r  t o  
p r o t e c t  them, provide t h e  suppressive f i r e ,  it could have 
been somewhat t o  t h e  e a s t  of it. 

A, There was one p o i n t ,  t h a t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I made 
c l e a r ,  on what was - t h e  purpose f o r  t h e  p repara t ion  on t h e  
LZ. I t h i n k  i n  most cases  no s p e c i f i c  purpose was given t o  
me any time we went .gn a combat a s s a u l t .  However, t h i s  was 
always taken f o r  granted  t h a t  it was used t o  reduce t h e  
f r i e n d l y  c a s u a l t i e s .  

Q. Did you no t  have s e v e r a l  purposes f o r  your normal 
LZ prep, one would be t o  p in  down any VC t h a t  were i n  t h e  
l o c a l i t y  of t h e  L Z ,  secondly,  t o  poss ib le  explode any sur-
face  booby t r a p s  o r  mines? 

A. Right ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  know how e f f e c t i v e  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t  would be,  bu t  it would n e u t r a l i z e  any enemy 
t roops  t h a t  might be t h e r e ,  

Q. On t h i s  opera t ion  d id  you not  a l s o  have the  re-
quirement t o  put  suppress ive  f i r e  on bunkers along t h e  roads ,  
and s o  f o r t h ,  and along t h e  western por t ion  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, t h i s  was i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the  normal uses .  I 
th ink  t h i s  i s  a l l  I had. I thought I should make t h a t  c l e a r .  
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Q T h a t ' s  very  h e l p f u l ,  we a p p r e c i a t e  it. 

MR WEST: M r .  VAZQUEZ, I wanted t o  ask you two o r  t h r e e  
q u e s t i o n s  about  t h e  b r i e f i n g  of t h e  company commanders which 
took p l a c e  on 15  March 1 9 6 8  b e f o r e  t h e  Son My a s s a u l t  s tart-
ed. I n  your p r i o r  t es t imony,  you t o l d  us what Colonel  
BARKER s a i d ,  and I wanted t o  ask i f  Colonel  HENDERSON s tayed  
th roughout  Colonel  BARKER'S p a r t  of t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  Do you 
r e c a l l  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON s t a r t e d  o u t  w i t h  some remarks,  
fo l lowed by,  I b e l i e v e ,  Major CALHOUN who gave a map o r i en -
t a t i o n ,  and then  Colonel  BARKER t a l k e d  t o  t h e  company com-
manders? Did Colonel  HENDERSON s t a y  a l l  through t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I can remember t h a t  s p e c i f i c  p o i n t  
because I t h i n k  I was r e q u i r e d  t o  l e a v e  t h e  b r i e f i n g  one 
t ime o r  another - - to  s t a y  o u t .  

Q. You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you d i d  l eave .  You probably
d i d n ' t  h e a r  a l l  of  what Colonel  BARKER s a i d .  W a s  Colonel  
HENDERSON s t i l l  t h e r e  when you l e f t ?  L e t ' s  pu t  it t h a t  way. 

A. I t h i n k  he was, s i r .  ... 

Q. Was t h i s  i n  Colonel  BARKER'S van? 

A. No, s ir .  They had it i n  a t e n t  t h a t  was s e t  up 
r i g h t  b e s i d e s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s .  

Q. Right  nea r  t h e  TOC? 

A. Y e s .  I c a n ' t  say that--whether he d i d  s t a y .  I t  
seems t o  m e  t h a t  he s t a y e d  though because i f  he had l e f t  
everybody would have rushed o f f  t h e  pad. 

But it went r i g h t  on? 

A. Right ,  sir. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  he s t a y e d  because 
no choppers took  o f f ,  o r  any th ing ,  u n t i l  the whole t h i n g  
w a s  over .  

Q. Do you remember Colonel  HENDERSON us ing  t h e  term 
"search  and d e s t r o y "  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  upcoming ope ra t ion?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he used t h a t  t e r m  i n  h i s  pep t a l k .  
I t h i n k  he was mainly concerned wi th  making s u r e  w e  c lo sed  
wi th  t h e  VC. 
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Q. You t e s t i f i e d ,  you made t h a t  c l e a r  i n  your pre-
vious testimony, t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON s a i d  he wanted t h e  
48th VC B a t t a l i o n  e l iminated  once and f o r  a l l .  How about 
Colonel BARKER? Did he used t h e  term "search and des t roy"  
when he was t a l k i n g ?  

A. I th ink  he used it. I t  would be conducting a 
search and. des t roy  opera t ion ,  but  I 'm not  t o o  su re .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  whether t h e  a v i a t i o n  support  u n i t s  
were represented ,  t h e  aero-scout companies, p i l o t s  from t h e  
174th the  Shark l e a d ,  and the  Dolphin l ead?  

A. I c a n ' t  be s p e c i f i c  on t h a t .  

Q. Did you know Major WATKE? 

A, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I ever  t a l k e d  t o  him, bu t  I saw 
him a couple of t imes.  

Q- Do you remember whether he was the re?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  s o ,  I d o n ' t  t h ink  he was t h e r e .  
I ' m  no t  su re .  

Q M r .  VAZQUEZ, w e ' l l  move t o  another  s u b j e c t .  You 
were i n  Colonel BARKER'S command and c o n t r o l  sh ip  t h a t  morn-
ing  from t h e  time the- . -operat ionwas s t a r t e d  u n t i l  approxi-
mately 10 o 'c lock .  Who e l s e  was a passenger with you i n  
t h e  command and c o n t r o l  sh ip?  

A. Colonel BARKER w a s  t h e r e .  

MR MACCRATE: Did he s i t  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o r  t o  the  l e f t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  answer t h a t ,  s ir .  

10: Where d id  he normally s i t ?  

A, He normally d id  s i t  t o  the  r i g h t ,  t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  
of t h e  sh ip .  

Q. On t h e  r i g h t ?  

A. Right. 
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Q That meant t h a t  when you were f l y i n g ,  you would 
always have flown i n  a clockwise d i r e c t i o n ,  making r i g h t  
t u r n s  a s  compared t o  l e f t  t u r n s ?  

A. I c a n ' t  be p o s i t i v e  t h a t  he d id  s i t - - I ' d  say he 
normally d i d  s i t  on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e ,  but a l o t  of t imes he 
d i d n ' t .  I c a n ' t  be p o s i t i v e  t h a t  he d i d  s i t  on t h e  r i g h t  
s i d e .  

Q - Did he normally t ake  a r a d i o  opera to r  with him t o  
opera te  those  r a d i o s ?  I understand he had t h r e e , ,  and some-
t imes as  many as  four ,  PRC-25's on board? 

A. He normally had a r a d i o  opera to r .  However, I 
th ink  t h i s  was h i s  d r i v e r .  -However, i n  case of a combat 
. a s s a u l t ,  he usua l ly  took an o f f i c e r  o r  an NCO wi th  him. 
I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it was Major CALHOUN. I c a n ' t  remember 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  who it was. 

Q - Did you remember Major KOTOUC on board any time 
during t h e  morning. I s a i d  Major KOTOUC. I mean Captain 
KOTOUC, t he  S2 of t h e  Task Force. 

A. I th ink  he might have been t h e  one t h e r e  on t h e  
s h i p ,  yes sir. 

Q We know h i s  d r i v e r  wasn ' t  on board t h a t  morning. 

A. I ' m  s u r e  h i s  d r i v e r  wasn ' t  t h e r e .  He was on t h e  
ground t h a t  day. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was an NCO e i t h e r ,  S2 
sergeant .  

Q. How about your communications o f f i c e r ,  t h e  l i e u -
t e n a n t  t h a t  you had? 

A. Tha t ' s  r i g h t ,  Lieutenant  WATKINS. Once i n  a 
whi le  he 'd  f l y  on these  opera t ions .  I c a n ' t  be su re  t h a t  
he was t h e  one t h a t  was t h e r e .  

MR WEST: Do you know Sergeant  HALL? 

A. Yes, he might have been on t h e  chopper. I d i d n ' t  
pay t o o  much a t t e n t i o n .  

Q Can you t e l l  us f o r  su re?  
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A. NO, sir. 

MR MACCRATE: Did you s i t  n e x t  t o  BARKER? 

A. Usual ly  I d i d ,  s i r ,  

Q. Did you s i t  i n  t h e  seat t h a t  is  on t h e  perpendi-
c u l a r  t o  h i s  seat ,  o r  d i d  you s i t  b e s i d e  him? 

A.  W e l l ,  many t imes  I j u s t  s a t  down on t h e  floor s o  
J. could t a l k  t o  him because w e  d i d n ' t  have &n intercom.  On 
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  occas ion  I t h i n k  I was s t r a p p e d  t o  t h a t  
bench on t h e  o u t e r  s i d e ,  i n  o t h e r  words, o p p o s i t e  h i s  loca-
t i o n .  

Q. On t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e ?  

A. Yes, I d i d n ' t  s t a y  t h e r e  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  I con-
t i n u o u s l y  moved around t h e  p l ane .  

10:  When you were s i t t i n g  o p p o s i t e  Colonel  BARKER i n  
t h e  C&C you had a p r e t t y  good view of t h e  ground. You could  
s e e  eve ry th ing  t h a t  w a s  going on,  and you w e r e  i n  a p o s i t i o n  
when you could make a good 'assessment  of  your  a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q- When d i d  you r e c e i v e  word t h a t  69 VC had been 
k i l l e d  i n  a c t i o n  by a r t i l l e r y ?  

... 

A. I t  w a s  a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  p rep  had been completed,  
and t h e  s h i p s  went i n ,  and I guess  they  sp read  o u t  a l l  over  
t h e  a r e a ,  and a f t e r  t h a t  you r e c e i v e d  n o t i f i c a t i o n .  I t h i n k  
they  had an occas ion  where t hey  had t o  send t r o o p s  o u t ,  and 
a f t e r  a scan  through t h e  a r e a  I r e c e i v e d  n o t i f i c a t i o n  through 
a r e p o r t ,  a n o t i f i c a t i o n  through t h e  r a d i o .  

Q Who d i d  you r e c e i v e  your r e p o r t  from? 

A.  It w a s  t h e  FO of  C h a r l i e  Company. 

Q Who was t h a t ,  L i eu t enan t  ALAUX? 

A.  Right ,  s i r ,  

Q Do you remember e x a c t l y  when you r e c e i v e d  it, j u s t
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t hey  g o t  on t h e  ground? 
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A. It seemed l i k e  q u i t e  a s h o r t  t i m e ,  very s h o r t  
t i m e .  

Q. The l and ing  was completed a t  0747 o r  0750 a c t u a l l y ,  
and h i s  r e p o r t  came i n  a t  '0840 a s  f a r  a s  g e t t i n g  back t o  LZ 
Do t t i e .  

A. Right ,  t h a t  seems q u i t e  a s h o r t  t i m e .  

Q. While you were s i t t i n g  i n  t h a t  jump s e a t  o r  t h e  
oppos i t e  s e a t  over  t h e r e ,  d i d  you s e e  a l o t  of bodies  i n  t h e  
a r e a  where t h e  a r t i l l e r y  had gone i n ?  

~ A. No, s ir ,  I d i d n ' t  s e e  bodies .  

Q You could s e e  t h e  ground f a i r l y  w e l l .  You were 
c l o s e  enough. I f  t h e r e  had been bod ies ,  would you have 
seen  them? 

A.  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e ,  s i r ,  because j u s t  east of 
t h e  v i l l a g e  w a s  w i ld  r i c e  and--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You mean t o  t h e  w e s t  of t h e  v i l -
l a g e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Did you ask Colonel BARKER what t h i s  was a l l  
about ,  t h i s  69 be ing  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  which you c a n ' t  
see'? 

A. I t h i n k  I asked him what t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was t o  
v e r i f y  w i t h  him. And a l l  he d i d  was he nodded t o  m e  t h a t  
eve ry th ing  was okay. T h a t ' s  what I took it t o  mean. 

Q. Did you t h i n k  it was okay? You had rece ived  t h i s  
r e p o r t ,  69 k i l l e d ,  you looked r i g h t  down t h e r e  where t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  went i n ,  .you d i d n ' t  s e e  anything.  

A. The only t h i n g  I thought  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  I was 
p r e t t y  p l eased  wi th  t h e  a r t i l l e r y ,  t h e  e f f e c t s  t h a t  it had 
achieved. 

Q. Did you r e c e i v e  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t  t h a t  
morning t h a t  t h e r e  had been 30 o r  40 VC i n  My La i  ( 4 )  , and 
they  had depa r t ed  b e f o r e  t h e  combat a s s a u l t ?  
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A. Subsequent t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

Q. E a r l y  i n  t h e  morning of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  Capta in  
MEDINA r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  VC had depa r t ed .  

A .  No, sir, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  That  must have been 
a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  him t o  be. a b l e  t o  make a r e p o r t  l i k e  
t h a t .  

Q- When w a s  i t ?  

MR WEST: It i s  shown on t h e  l o g  a s  0915 i n  t h e  morning. 

MR MACCRATE: We're a s k i n g  you t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  about  t h e  r e p o r t  
of 69 VC k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  because a f t e r  we t a l k e d  t o  you 
we t a l k e d  t o  L ieu tenan t  ALAUX and o t h e r s .  L i e u t e n a n t  ALAUX 
s a i d  he never  made such a r e p o r t .  H e  d i d n ' t  s e e  any VC k i l l -
ed by a r t i l l e r y .  Captain  MEDINA i n d i c a t e d  i n  h i s  t es t imony 
he d i d n ' s  s e e  any bod ie s  of  persons  he w a s  s u r e  w e r e  k i l l e d  
by a r t i l l e r y .  Could it be t h a t  y o u ' r e  a l i t t l e  confused i n  
your p r i o r  t es t imony and you d i d n ' t  r e c e i v e  a r e p o r t  of 69 
VC K I A  u n t i l  you g o t  back t o  Task Force BARKER TOC? 

A. No, s i r ,  I ' m  n o t  confused.  

Q. Th i s  came t o  you over  your r a d i o  w h i l e  you w e r e  
up overhead? 

.-
A. Y e s .  

Q- How about  t h e  a l t i t u d e s  t h a t  you w e r e  f l y i n g ?  

A. I would e s t i m a t e  around between 1,200 and 1 ,600 
f e e t  o r  so .  

Q And what - t i m e  was t h i s ?  

A. This  is r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  of t h e  combat 
a s s a u l t ,  between 0700 and 0800 i n  t h e  inorning. 

Q Did you g e t  down low over  t h e  v i l l a g e  where you
could have a b e t t e r  chance t o  s e e  some bod ie s?  

A. No, s i r ,  t h e  only  t i m e  w e  went down was when 
Colonel  BARKER swooped down and o f f  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  throw 
a f l a r e ,  a l i t t l e  hand grenade.  
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Q What was t h e  occasion f o r  t h i s ?  

A .  Somebody had pointed ou t  t o  him t h a t  it was a VC 
with--a couple of VC with weapons t r y i n g  t o  evade, and he 
went down t h e r e  and marked them. 

I0: He could see  them up a t  t h e  a l t i t u d e  you were 
f l y i n g ?  

A.  Right ,  

Q Did you s e e  any of t h e  o t h e r  bodies? 

A.  The only bodies I saw were a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion .  
W e  flew back over  t h e  a rea  and saw bodies  l ay ing  on t h e  road 
t h a t  ran  e a s t  t o  west.  

Q This  road leading  from P i n k v i l l e  down t o  Quang 
Ngai? 

A.  Right .  

Q How many bodies  d i d  you s e e  i n  t h i s  a rea?  

A. I saw about 2 0  o r  25 .  

Q And how d id  you th ink  those  were k i l l e d ?  

A. You c o u l d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  t e l l  how those  wer.e k i l l e d .  
However, I would s u s p e c t - t h a t  they had been k i l l e d  by h e l i -
copter .  

Q How would you suspec t  t h a t ?  

A .  Because t h i s  was a h e l i c o p t e r  a r e a .  

Q. Did you g e t  down low enough t o  i d e n t i f y  them? 

A.  No, s i r .  

Q .  Did they  look l i k e  some women a n d  ch i ld ren?  

A. No, s i r ,  we c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  what they  were. We 
could t e l l  t h a t  they  were dressed  as  Vietnamese peasants .  

Q You never a t  any t ime made a low pass over  them 
t o  check t o  s e e  what t h e  bodies  looked l i k e ?  
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A. No. 

MR WEST: Mr. VAZQUEZ, w e  spoke a l i t t l e  b i t  ago of 69 VC 
KIA as a r e s u l t  of a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  The e n t r y  made i n  t h e  
br igade  log ,  g ives  coordina tes  of where t h e s e  VC were r e -
por tedly  k i l l e d  a s  a r e s u l t  of a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  I wonder i f  
you could,  on, t h e  map over  t h e r e ,  po in t  ou t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n ?  
The coordina tes  a r e  714 79 4 ,  

A. (Poin t ing  t o  Exhib i t  MAP-1 on t h e  wa l l  behind 
him) About t h i s  l o c a t i o n  he re .  

Q What i s  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. ~ t ' smore n o r t h  than  anything e l s e .  I . 'd  say n o r t h  
nor theas t .  

Q How f a r  ou t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  i s  i t ?  I s n ' t  t h a t  
about h a l f  a c l i c k  n o r t h  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A .  Right ,  s i r ,  about h a l f  a k i lometer .  

Q Now, i s  t h a t  on t h e  l i n e  of f i r e  from Upt ight  t o  
My Lai ( 4 )  ? 

A. Would you repea t  t h a t .  ques t ion?  

Q Well, i s  t h a t  on t h e  l i n e  of  f i r e  from Uptight  t o  
My Lai (41 ? Would i t . - b e  on t h e  t r a j e c t o r y ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  s i r ,  n o t  unless- - th is  map 
d o e s n ' t  look very accura te .  I t ' s  o f f  a l i t t l e  b i t .  

Q • It would poss ib ly  be a l i t t l e  b i t ,  as you look 
a t  it, t o  t h e  l e f t  of t h e  l i n e  of f i r e ?  

A. Right ,  s i r ,  it looks l i k e  i t ' s  s l i g h t l y - - i n  o t h e r  
words, My Lai  ( 4 )  would be approximately t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  
t h e  l i n e  of f i r e .  

Q Okay, l e t  m e  ask you about something e l s e .  You're 
t h e  one who ad jus ted  t h e  f i r e ,  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p repara t ion  on 
My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Where d i d  it h i t ?  I t  h i t  r i g h t  on t h e  mark, 
d i d n ' t  i t ?  

A. R igh t ,  s i r ,  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  d i d .  

Q- T h a t ' s  what I ' m  t a l k i n g  about .  NOW, d i d  t h e  
p r e p a r a t i o n  l a n d  up a t  t h a t  c o o r d i n a t e  l o c a t i o n  t h a t  you 
j us . t  marked? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge w e  d i d n ' t  f i r e  any 
rounds up t h e r e .  

Q- Tha t ' s  what I ' m  g e t t i n g  a t .  This  i s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  
i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  log ,where  6 9  VC were k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y .  Is 
t h i s  what you r e p o r t e d ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t  send t h i s  r e p o r t  i n .  A r e p o r t  
goes from myself t o  t h e  f i r i n g  b a t t e r y ,  n o t  t o  t h e  i n f a n t r y  
o r  o p e r a t i o n s  c e n t e r .  

Q.  But a t  any rate you d i d n ' t  l a y  down any a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e  a t  c o o r d i n a t e s  714794? 

A. No, sir.  

COL FRANKLIN: You say  you hea rd  t h i s  on t h e  r a d i o  w h i l e  you 
w e r e  on t h e  chopper,  Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. R igh t ,  s i r ,  it w a s  r e p o r t e d  t o  m e  by t h e  forward 
o b s e r v e r ,  

Q. You had a h e a d s e t  and you were moni tor ing  t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  push? 

A. R igh t .  

Q You g o t  t h i s  r e p o r t  over  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  push? 

A, Right .  

Q. Did you t u r n  t h a t  i n  t o  Colonel  BARKER and t e l l  
him about  t h i s ?  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  I t a l k e d  t o  him v e r b a l l y .  

Q- Did he know about  t h e  r e p o r t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  o r  w e r e  
you t h e  one t h a t  informed him? 
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A. I t a l k e d  t o  him f o r  a couple  of r ea sons .  To l e t  
him know and t o  s e e  what h i s  r e a c t i o n  was, and he s a i d ,  he 
made me a s i g n  t o  go through.  I n  o t h e r  words, e v e r y t h i n g s  
on t ime.  

Q Did you e v e r  have any o t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n s  about  t h i s .  

A.  No, s i r ,  never  aga in .  J u s t  a f t e r  I g o t  t h e  r e p o r t ,  
I mentioned it and t o l d  him about it, and he a p p a r e n t l y  
a l r eady  knew about  it because he s a i d ,  "Eve ry th ing ' s  going 
f i n e .  " 

Q. Do you remember t h e  number 69? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

I t  w a s n ' t  84?Q. 

A. I ' m  s u r e  it was 6 0  something,  b u t  it cou ld  have 
been 67, b u t  t h a t  number s t u c k  wi th  me, 69, and I ' m  s u r e  it 
wasn ' t  70, o r  80, o r  50. 

LTC BAUER: When you g o t  back t o  t h e  TOC, d i d  you have any 
work on d e c i d i n g  where t h e  prep  had landed? You've now es-
t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  t h e  69 KIA w a s  b y . a r t i l l e r y ,  b u t  d i d  you t r y  
t o  f i n d  o u t  where t hey  were k i l l e d ?  

A. I don1t r e c a l l  t r y i n g  t o  v e r i f y  . t h i s  l o c a t i o n .  
You want t o  l e a v e  t h e ' - f r e q u e n c i e s  open f o r  any p o s s i b l e - -

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about when you g o t  back 
t o  t h e  TOC, people  a t  D o t t i e  d i d n ' t  know where t h e s e  people  
had been k i l l e d ,  t h e  s p e c i f i c  l o c a t i o n  on t h e  ground,  a l l  
t hey  had were t h e s e  numbers. They wa i t ed  u n t i l  you people  
g o t  back on t h e  ground b e f o r e  t hey  c a l l e d  b r i g a d e  t o  t e l l  
them where t hey  had been k i l l e d  and how many had been 
k i l l e d .  Obviously,  they  had t o  g e t  w i th  somebody and g e t  
t h e  coo rd ina t e s .  

A. I d i d n ' t  p o i n t  t h i s  o u t  t o  them. They g o t  t h i s  
through t h e i r  own people  on t h e  ground who had seen  t h e  
c a s u a l t i e s .  

Q. You had no hand i n  conling -up wi th  t h i s ,  you d i d n ' t  
check y o u r s e l f  t o  f i n d  o u t  where they were k i l l e d ?  
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10: A r e  you s u r e ,  M r .  VAZQUEZ, t h a t  t h i s  69 i s n ' t  s o r t  
o f  a f a l l o u t  o f  a r e p o r t  t h a t  had come i n  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  a 
t o t a l  of 84  had been k i l l e d .  We know t h a t  one r e p o r t  came i n ,  
acco rd ing  t o  t h e  l o g ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h i s .  W e  know t h e r e  was a-
n o t h e r  r e p o r t  i n d i c a t i n g  1 4  a d d i t i o n a l  ones  had been k i l l e d .  
So i f  w e  t a k e  t h e  84  and s u b t r a c t  1 5 ,  we come t o  a f i g u r e  of 
5 9 .  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o  because -- t h e r e ' s  no ques-
t i o n  about  it. He j u s t  came o u t  and t o l d  me. 

Q .  You're s u r e ,  a s  you r e c a l l  t h i s  whole t h i n g ,  t h a t  
t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  was provided you by L i e u t e n a n t  ALAUX? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Probably t h e  o n l y  one you were e v e r  i n  c o n t a c t  
w i t h ,  p l u s  t h e  b a t t e r y  a t  Upt igh t .  

A. P l u s  t h e  b a t t e r y  and v i s u a l  c o n t a c t  w i th  Colonel  
BARKER. 

MR MACCRATE: M r .  VAZQUEZ, I ' m  a l i t t l e  u n c l e a r  as t o  why 
y o u ' r e  s o  c e r t a i n  about t h i s .  Some o t h e r  t h i n g s  you seem 
t o  be  less c e r t a i n  about .  But you say  no i f ' s ,  a n d ' s ,  o r  
b u t ' s  about  t h i s .  What was s o  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  you about  t h i s  
one,  about  t h i s  number, and about  from whom you g o t  it, what 
you g o t ,  t h a t  you can s t a t e  c a t e g o r i c a l l y ?  And then  we ask 
about  some o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  and you a r e n ' t  n e a r l y  s o  c l e a r  about  
it. What 's  s o  s p e c i a l  about t h i s ?  

A. For  one t h i n g ,  i t ' s  a number t h a t  s t i c k s  wi th  you--
t o  most people .  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know, sir.  I guess  t h a t  num-
b e r  s t u c k  w i t h  me. 

Q Was something e l s e  going on a t  t h i s  t ime? You've 
h e a r d  t h e  number 69 many t imes  i n  your  l i f e ,  b u t  you t e l l  us 
now t h a t  you know t h i s  w a s  s u r e ,  t h a t  t h i s  i s  what you heard  
a t  t h a t  t ime .  Now we've been t o l d  by a man t h a t  he d i d n ' t  
send  you t h a t  message, and you s e e m  t o  be s o  clear about  it. 

A. I t e l l  you, I ' d  r a t h e r  j u s t  s ay  t h a t ' s  what I --
i n  my o r i g i n a l  s t a t e m e n t  -- i s  what happened. 

CI You say you 'd  r a t h e r  say no? 

A. I f  I keep on t h i n k i n g  about  your  q u e s t i o n  you 
might  even p u t  it i n t o  my mind t h a t  it r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  happen. 
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I t  might in f luence  my th ink ing  t o  such an e x t e n t  t h a t  I 
might t h i n k  it d i d n ' t  even happen. 

Q Well, I d o n ' t  want t o  in f luence  your th ink ing ,  
bu t  what I r e a l l y  want t o  g e t  i s  your f u l l  r e c o l l e c t i o n  I 
j u s t  d o n ' t  want a p i e c e  of it. 

A. - T h i s  i s  what I r e c a l l ,  r ece iv ing  t h a t  r e p o r t  
from t h e  forward observer .  

Q. You r e c a l l  nothing e l s e ,  j u s t  t h a t  you rece ived  
t h a t ?  

A. Right ,  s ir .  

Q Did you have any o t h e r  communications with him 
t h a t  day? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  very much more communica-
t i o n ,  because he d i d n '  t c a l l  f o r  any f i r e .  

Q During your t o u r  i n  Vietnam had you ever  heard 
of 69 k i l l e d  by your a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  on my opera t ions .  

Q You didn ' t  hear  t h a t ,  be fo re  t h a t  day, o r  a f t e r  
t h a t  day? 

.-

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q And you d i d n l ' t  say anything more about it t o  Lieuten-
a n t  ALAUX when you saw him again? 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I saw him u n t i l  s e v e r a l  days 
l a t e r .  

Q And by then  you we knew it wasn ' t  t r u e .  

A. Knew what wasn ' t  t r u e ?  

Q That you ever  thought  t h a t  69 were k i l l e d  by a r t i l -
l e r y ?  

A. S i r ,  I d i d .  

Q You r e a l l y  f e l t  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s .  
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Q .  A s  an a r t i l l e r y  o f f i c e r ,  with what you saw, t h a t ' s  
what you be l ieved.  

A.  I d i d  t h i n k  s o ,  sir.  

Q. On what d i d  you base t h a t  b e l i e f ?  

A. I based it on t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  I rece ived .  

Q. Someone t o l d  you. Even though you looked down, 
you knew where your a r t i l l e r y  landed,  bu t  you d i d n ' t  ques t ion  
it. Someone t o l d  it t o  you, s o  you be l ieved it. Is t h a t  
what y o u ' r e  t e l l i n g  us? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

MR WEST: M r .  VAZQUEZ, you were asked s e v e r a l  ques t ions  a-
bout whether any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  conducted a f t e r  t h e  M y  
La i  i n c i d e n t .  You spoke of Colonel BARKER having been t o l d  
t o  conduct an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and t h i s  took p l a c e  about 10 
days a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion?  

A.  Right.  

Q .  I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  we've heard.  Could you 
t e l l  u s ,  i f  you know what he was suppose t o  be i n v e s t i g a t i n g ?  

A. I t h i n k  I r e c a l l  now, it was some accus t ion  t h a t  
had been made by a  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  and-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  What was t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  accusa t ion?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  s t r a f i n g ,  o r  f i r -
ing .  

Q. The he l i cop te r ' ,  t h a t  had been s t r a f i n g ?  

A. Right ,  s ir .  

Q. What? 

A. S t r a f i n g  a  v i l l a g e .  

Q. When was t h i s  supposed t o  have occurred? 

A. It was during t h e  t ime of  t h e  opera t ion .  I c a n ' t  
r e c a l l  what t h e  exac t  accusa t ion  was. I d o n ' t  even know what 
t h e  accusa t ion  was, bu t  I thought a t  t h e  time t h a t  it had been 
made by a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t .  
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10: The a c c u s a t i o n  had been made, o r  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Right .  

Q. Aga ins t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  o r  d i d  t h e  p i l o t  i n d i -
c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  had been some unnecessary k i l l i n g s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e  a c c u s a t i o n  w a s  a g a i n s t  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t - - t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g s ,  I don ' t - - I 'm 
n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  what t h e  s p e c i f i c  a l l e g a t i o n  w a s .  I d i d  
h e a r  someone comment, when I t r i e d  t o  f i n d  o u t  what was go ing  
on,  t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  made an a l l e g a t i o n .  

Q. M r .  VAZQUEZ, as I i n d i c a t e d  t o  you i n  t h e  begin-
n ing ,  we've t a l k e d  a n  awful  l o t  about  t h i s  t o  you,  and w e  
know t h e  s t o r y  p r e t t y  much forward and backward. I t ' s  f o r  
t h i s  reason  t h a t  w e  want t o  check wi th  you on a few o f  t h e s e  
d e t a i l s  a s  t hey  came t o  u s .  So, I wish you would j u s t  t h i n k  
real  ha rd  on t h e s e  now, because w e  can p u t  t o g e t h e r  p r a c t i -
c a l l y  t h e  e n t i r e  i n c i d e n t  from s t a r t  t o  f i n i s h ,  i n c l u d i n g  
t h a t  which went on i n  r a d i o  t r a n s m i s s i o n s ,  t h a t  which went on  
t h e  ground, t h a t  which t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  ha s  done. So, w e  
g o t  p r e t t y  much o f  t h e  s t o r y !  and I t h i n k  you ought  t o  know 
t h a t .  We're n o t  j u s t  a s k i n g  you q u e s t i o n s  o u t  o f  t h e  b l u e .  

MR WEST: You a l s o  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  you s a w  Colone l  BARKER 
c a l l  t h e  company commanders a t  t h e  scene.  Do you recall  
t h i s ?  

.-
A. I t h i n k  I s a w  him a couple  of t i m e s  t a l k i n g  t o  
t h e  company commander. 

Q You s a i d  t h a t  he  c a l l e d  i n  t h e  company commanders 
and t a l k e d  t o  them p r i v a t e l y  i n  h i s  van. I want t o  a s k ,  w a s  
Captain  RIGGS, one of  t h e  company commanders c a l l e d  i n  by 
Colonel  BARKER? 

A. Capta in  RIGGS? No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I e v e r  
saw him. 

10: Do you know c a p t a i n  RIGGS? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

MR WEST: Do you remember h e a r i n g  anyth ing  o f  t h e  outcome 
o f  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by Colonel  BARKER? 

A. N o ,  s ir .  
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Q.  Did he ever  t a l k  t o  you i n  connection with it? 

A.  No, sir .  

Q. On o r  about t h i s  t ime,  o r  perhaps a l i t t l e  l a t e r  
d i d  Colonel LUPER i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p repara t ion  on 
M y  Lai  ( 4 ) ,  a s  an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Not t h a t  I know about.  

Q Aris ing  o u t  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  69 persons had been 
k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ?  

A.  I was never aware of t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q He d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  you then? 

A. No, .sir. 

MR MACCRATE: Do you know t h a t  Colonel LUPER was ou t  t h e r e  
t h a t  same day? 

A. The same day of t h e  opera t ion?  

Q Y e s .  While you were f l y i n g  around, he was a l s o  f l y -
i n g  around. 

A.  No sir, I d i d n ' t  know he was ou t  t h e r e  because I 
d i d  n o t  s e e  him. 

Q You d i d n ' t  know he was f l y i n g  wi th  Colonel HENDER-
SON a t  t h a t  time? 

A.  I d i d n ' t  have any knowledge t h a t  Colonel LUPER 
was with him. 
Q a  A r e  you s u r e  you d i d n ' t  know t h a t  Colonel LUPER 
was s i t t i n g  r i g h t  next  t o  Colonel HENDERSON on t h a t  ope ra t ion?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Didn ' t  s ee  him a t  any time when you g o t  back t o  LZ 
Dot t i e?  

A. No, s ir .  He never contac ted  me, and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
s ee ing  him on t h e  ground a l l  day. 

10: Do you remember him along with s e v e r a l  o t h e r  o f f i -
c e r s  a f t e r  you and Colonel BARKER had re tu rned  t o  LZ Dot t ie?  
Colonel HENDERSON came on i n  t o  t h e  TOC. He had with h i m  
Colonel MACLACHLAN, t h e  ALO. He had wi th  him Major MCNIGHT, 
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and h e  he a l s o  had w i t h  him Colonel  LUPER? 

A. Now, I ' m  s u r e  I saw him t h e  day p r i o r  t o  t h e  opera-
t i o n .  

Q I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  morning of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  when 
you went back t o  LZ D o t t i e  about roughly 0830 i n  t h e  morning. 
Is t h a t  about  t h e  r i g h t  t i m e ,  approximately 0830? And s h o r t l y  
t h e r e a f t e r  General  KOSTER came i n ,  and Colonel  BARKER t a l k e d  
t o  him. You should  remember t h i s  because Colonel  HENDERSON 
brought  i n  w i t h  him two what were cons idered  V i e t  Cong sus -
p e c t s .  There  w a s  a r a p i d  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  o f  them t o  f i n d  o u t  
what u n i t  t h e y  came from and whether it was t h e  48 th  Local  
Force B a t t a l i o n  o r  n o t .  They d i scove red  t h a t  they  w e r e n ' t  
VC. They were i n  f a c t  PF ' s  t h a t  had been c a p t u r e d  by t h e  
V i e t  Cong and had been h e l d  r i g h t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e .  Now, 
do you remember t h o s e  t h i n g s ?  

A. No s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q Thi s  a l l  took p l a c e  t h a t  morning w h i l e  you were 
t h e r e .  

A. NO,  sir. 

Q- Do you remember any d i s c u s s i o n  between Colonel  
BARKER and Major CALHOUN , o r  w i t h  Sergeant  Major JOHNSON, 
o r  w i th  anybody e l s e  concerning how t h e s e  6 9  had been k i l l e d ?  

- -

A. No s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I d i d n ' t  remember any conver-
s a t i o n  w i t h  any of them. 

MR WEST: You mentioned s e e i n g  Colonel  HENDERSON t h a t  morn-
ing .  You mean t h a t  you s a w  h i s  Cha r l i e -Cha r l i e  s h i p ?  

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  I t h i n k  I d i d  see h i s  s h i p .  

Q While you w e r e  o u t  over  My L a i  (4)? 

(Witness gave an a f f i r m a t i v e  nod.) 

Where w a s  he  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  Colonel  BARKER'S s h i p ?  

A. I t h i n k  he  w a s  a t  a h i g h e r  a l t i t u d e .  I ' m  s u r e  of 
t h a t .  H e  w a s  con t inuous ly  going around--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  C i r c l i n g  over  My La i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q. What a l t i t u d e  was he  a t ?  

A .  I t ' s  ha rd  f o r  me t o  s ay .  I ' d  s ay  about--I b e l i e v e  
about 500 t o  6 0 0  f e e t  i n  h i s  Cha r l i e -Cha r l i e .  

I0 : L e t  me b r i n g  you back t o  a p o i n t  now. You i n d i c a - . 
t e d  t h a t  Colonel  BARKER dropped down one t ime and p u t  some 
smoke on something t o  t h e  n o r t h  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  r i g h t ?  

A. R igh t .  

' Q a  Do you remember, r i g h t  about  t h a t  t i m e  a f t e r  he  
p u t  t h e  smoke on,  Colonel  HENDERSON'S C&C Sh ip  w a s  down on 
t h e  ground making r a t h e r  t i g h t  t u r n s  t o  d i r e c t  some ground 
f o r c e  u n i t s  t o  t h o s e  bodies?  

A.  The way I r e c a l l  it happening,  I t h i n k  it was t h a t  
somebody had thrown a smoke grenade t o  i n d i c a t e  t o  Colonel  
BARKER where t h e s e  VC weapons were,  and h e  went down and i n -
d i c a t e d  it t o  h i s  company commander. 

Q =  The company commander was . a t  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s -
t a n c e  a t  t h a t  t ime.  A s  a m a t t e r  of  f a c t ,  t h e  company cornrnan-
d e r  was sou th  of My L a i  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  o r  on t h e  western  s i d e  
of  i t ,  and w a s  going over  - t h e r e .  Did you l a n d  o r  anything? 

A. NO, s i r ,  we swooped down--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well ,  t h a t ' s  t o  mark t h e  bodies  up 
t h e r e .  I unders tand  a l l  t h a t ,  b u t  t h e n  a f t e r  t h a t  was com-
p l e t e d ,  d i d  you h e a r  t h e  conve r sa t ion  between Colonel  
HENDERSON and Colonel  BARKER and Capta in  MEDINA,  and i n s t r u c -
t i o n s  t o  g e t  some people  up t h e r e  t o  p i ck  up t h e s e  weapons? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I d i d  overhear  Colonel  BARKER 
t e l l i n g  them t o  g e t  somebody up t h e r e .  

Q And what d i d  h e  t e l l  them t o  send? Did h e  t e l l  
them t o  send  t h e  whole p l a toon?  

A. I can't r e c a l l .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  s i r ,  n o t  i n  
s p e c i f i c  d e t a i l s .  

MR WEST: Was he  moving i n  low over  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My L a i  
( 4 )  a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A. N O ,  s i r ,  h e  went down and took a h igh  speed d i v e ,  
threw them down, and took a r e a l  s t e e p  cl imb up back i n .  
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10: Why d i d  he  do t h a t ?  Nobody w a s  r e c e i v i n g  any f i r e  
down t h e r e ,  everybody i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  knew it .  The gunships  
and s o  f o r t h  were n o t  only  f l y i n g  low, t hey  were a t  t i m e s  ho-
v e r i n g  t h e r e .  And y e t  I f i n d  t h a t  t hey  s t a y e d  up 1 ,500 '  f e e t ,  
make one swoop, and back a t  1,500 f e e t  aga in .  Is t h i s  done s o  
you c a n ' t  s e e  what i s  going on on t h e  ground? 

A. I t ' s  j u s t  a p r e c a u t i o n  o f  t h e  Cha r l i e -Cha r l i e  i n  
c a s e  he  draws f i r e .  

Q W e l l ,  t h e r e  h a s n ' t  been a man on t h e  ground wound-
e d ;  h a s n ' t  been a man i n  a h e l i c o p t e r  wounded; h a s n ' t  been 
any r e t u r n  f i r e ,  and y e t  w e  s t a y  up a t  1,500 f e e t ,  over  t h i s  
a r ea .  

MR WEST: Did h e  a c t u a l l y  go back ,up t h a t  h igh  a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Did you go t o  Bravo company a r e a  t o  a f f e c t  a dus t -
o f f  w i t h  Colonel  BARKER? Th i s  took p l a c e  about  0905. Were 
you i n  a h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A, I b e l i e v e  I was, s i r .  

Q Do you remember coming back t o  LZ D o t t i e  and Colone l  
BARKER g e t t i n g  o u t  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I t h i n k  h e  dropped me  i n t o  t h e  LZ 
and cont inued  on i n  h i s  Char l ie -Char l ie .  

Q No he  d i d n ' t ,  h e  g o t  o u t .  H e  s e n t  a message, "I 'm 
coming back t o  D o t t i e ,  and 1'11 jump o f f ,  and Cha r l i e -Cha r l i e  
w i l l  go on. " You d o n ' t  remember t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what he  d i d ,  s ir .  

Q But you g o t  o u t ,  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

(Witness gave an a f f i r m a t i v e  nod. ) 

You remember s e e i n g  General  KOSTER t h e r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  seeing General KOSTER, 

Q H e  came i n  a t  0935, and you d i d n ' t  s e e  him? D i d  
you go i n t o  t h e  TOC a f t e r  you g o t  back? 

A.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I went d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  TOC. I must 've  
gone t o  t h e  mess h a l l .  
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I0 : When Colonel  BARKER was f l y i n g  around i n  t h a t  C & C  
s h i p  of h i s ,  what form of  earphones  d i d  h e  have? Did he  use  
t h e  r e g u l a r  t e l ephone ,  o r  d i d  h e  have a helmet  on ,  o r  d i d  he 
have t o  s t r a p  on ,  or--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  He had a w h i t e ,  p i l o t - t y p e  helmet.  

Q And you t a k e  t h a t  and p l u g  it i n t o  t h e  cord lead-
i n g  o u t  of t h e  PRC-25? 

A. No, s i r ,  t h i s  w a s - - I  t h i n k  what h e  d i d  w a s ,  he  
plugged it in to- -he  had a l i t t l e  box on t h e  a i r c r a f t  and he 
plugged it i n t o  t h a t ,  and he  t a l k e d  t o  t h e  a i r c r a f t  and 
swi tched  it t o  t h e  ground company commanders. 

Q Well,  how d i d  h e  handle  h i s  PRC-25's t h a t  were 
communicating wi th  h i s  people?  

A. Well ,  whenever somebody c a l l e d  him on ano the r  n e t ,  
h e  would t a k e  o f f  h i s  helmet and use  t h e  PRC-25 because t h e y  
were n o t  connected t o  t h e  a i r c r a f t  an tenna .  

Q. T h a t ' s  s o r t  o f  an u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  means o f  cornmu-
n i c a t i o n ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q P u t t i n g  h i s  helmet  on and o f f  a l l  morning long? 

A. I thought  it w a s ,  b u t  t h a t  ' s what h e  used.  He 
had a l i t t l e  box wi th  about  t h r e e  o r  f o r  r a d i o s  i n  i t  wi th  
l i t t l e  whip an tennas .  But I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  h e  had t o  t a k e  o f f  
h i s  helmet  t o  t a l k  on ano the r  n e t .  

Q You d i d n ' t  s e e  any c o n v e r t e r s  on h i s  helmet  o r  on 
t h e  l i n e s  l e a d i n g  o u t  of t h e  PRC-25 t h a t  would a l low him t o  
p lug  h i s  helmet  s e t  i n t o  t h e  r a d i o s ?  

A .  S i r ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  they  e v e r  d i d  g e t  t h a t  t h i n g  
hooked up l i k e  t hey  wanted it. 

Q • W e l l ,  I ' m  s u r e  I want t o  come back t o  t h i s .  I 
have a few more q u e s t i o n s .  Were you p r e s e n t  when Capta in  
MEDINA b r i e f e d  t h e  men of C/1/20 on t h e  a f t e r n o o n  of  t h e  15#? 

A. 1 5 t h ,  no,  s ir .  

Q There  were s e v e r a l  people  t h e r e  from t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  
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b u t  you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  be ing  t h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q On t h e  a f t e rnoon  of t h e  1 6 t h  a t  1645,  General  
KOSTER a r r i v e d  back i n  LZ D o t t i e  and had a t h r e e - s t a r  Army 
g e n e r a l ,  who was b r i e f e d  t h e r e  by--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  On t h e  a f t e rnoon  of t h e  16 th?  

Q The 1 6 t h ,  do you r e c a l l  him a r r i v i n g  t h e r e  and a 
b r i e f i n g  be ing  conducted? 

A .  Three - s t a r  gene ra l ?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  him, n o r  a b r i e f i n g .  

Q Thi s  t h r e e - s t a r  g e n e r a l ' s  name w a s  DOLEMAN. H e  
had been c h i e f  of  s t a f f .  

A. Oh, I remember t h a t ,  sir. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I remember 
t h a t  now. 

Q Were you p r e s e n t  wh i l e  h e  was be ing  b r i e f e d ?  

A .  Yes, s i r .  I w a s  i n  t h e  TOC whi le  h e  was be ing  
b r i e f e d .  

Q Can you r e c a l l  what was covered i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. S i r ,  he  was b r i e f e d  on t h e  a r e a  of o p e r a t i o n s  more 
o r  less. I t  was a g e n e r a l  b r i e f i n g ,  and I j u s t  happened t o  
b e  s t a n d i n g  t h e r e  and ove rhea r ing  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  Genera l ly ,  
it was j u s t  t h e  a r e a  of o p e r a t i o n ,  and I t h i n k  he  wanted t o  
know what t ype  of equipment t h a t  t hey  were f i n d i n g  and what 
t a c t i c s  t h e y  were u s ing .  More o r  l e s s  a g e n e r a l  b r i e f i n g ,  
and they  mentioned t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  and s o  f o r t h .  

Q. Well ,  t hey  must 've  mentioned t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  p r e t t y  
much i n  d e t a i l  f o r  you t o  remember. Remember now, t h i s  i s  
t h e  b i g g e s t  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  Task Force Barker  had been i n t o  
up t o  t h i s  t i m e .  They k i l l e d  128. 

A. Right .  I t h i n k  they  mentioned--they d i d n ' t  go 
i n t o  d e t a i l s  a s  t o  how they  had done it, b u t  t h e y  j u s t  men-
t i o n e d  t h a t  t hey  had gone i n t o  t h a t  combat a s s a u l t ,  and t h e  
t h r e e  companies had o b t a i n e d  t h a t  many K I A ' s .  
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Q Did they  t a l k  about t h e  6 9  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ?  
That  ought  t o  have been music t o  your  e a r s  f o r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
t o  have been t h a t  s u c c e s s f u l l ?  

A .  H e  d i d n ' t  a t t r i b u t e  i t  t o  t h e  a r t i l l e r y .  H e  j u s t  
lumped them a l l  i n t o  one ca t ego ry .  

Q .  Did they  s a y  anyth ing  a t  t h a t  t ime t h a t  a few c i -
v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d ,  g e t t i n g  caught  i n  t h e  c r o s s f i r e ?  
K i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  o r  gunships?  

A .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they  mentioned i t ,  s i r .  

Q .  Did you h e a r  General KOSTER a s k i n g  anyth ing  about  
C h a r l i e  Company r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  a r e a  t o  v e r i f y  t h e  body 
count  by age and s e x ,  and t o  determine how they  had been 
k i l l e d ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q. I wish you would t h i n k  about  t h i s  one,  because t h i s  
i s  q u i t e  impor t an t .  W e  know t h a t  C h a r l i e  Company had been 
ordered  back i n t o  t h e  a r e a  sometime between 1500 and 1530, 
a long  i n  about  t h a t  pe r iod .  W e  a l s o  know t h a t  t h i s  o r d e r ,  
which had been pu t  o u t  by Major CALHOUN, had been counter-
manded by t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander based  upon a d i s c u s s i o n  
over  t h e  a i r ,  and a l l  o f  t h i s  was hea rd  i n  t h e  TOC--between 
Captain  IYIEDINA, General KOSTER and Major CALHOUN. Then a l l  
of  a sudden,  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  General  KOSTER a r r i v e d  a t  
t h e  TOC w i t h  General  DOLEMAN. Was t h e r e  n o t  any d i s c u s s i o n  
t h e n  a s  t o  why General XOSTER c a l l e d  t h i s  t h i n g  o f f ,  and 
t h e r e ' s  no reason  why they  c a n ' t  go back i n  a t  a l a t e r  day, 
o r  any th ing  of  t h i s  n a t u r e ?  

A. I t  seem l i k e  h e  mentioned something about  going 
back i n ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  what--I d o n ' t  th i rd<- - I  knew what 
he was t a l k i n g  about .  I n  o t h e r  words, t o  connec t  it--I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  what h e  s a i d  except--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well ,  t h i s  i s  q u i t e  a r a r e  occurrence 
f o r  a d i v i s i o n  commander t o  countermand an o r d e r  of a subord-
i n a t e  t a c t i c a l  commander. So t h i s  must have caused more than  
a l i t t l e  d i s c u s s i o n  t h e r e  i n  t h e  TOC t h a t  a f t e r n o o n .  I t  i s  
a most unusual  c i rcumstance? 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any--I mean I d i d n ' t  h e a r  any--
i f  I knew about  t h i s ,  n o r  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  t h a t  you mentioned. 

Q - On t h e  1 7 t h ,  t h e  fo l lowing  day,  now t h e  1 6 t h  i s  a 
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Saturday ,  t h e  1 7 t h  i s  a Sunday, you r e c a l l  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon ,  
a new ADC General  YOUNG coming i n ?  

A. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  h e  came i n .  However, I d o n ' t  re-
c a l l  what s p e c i f i c  d a t e  it w a s .  I know he  came i n  a f t e r  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  one day,  maybe a day o r  two a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q What d i d  h e  t a l k  about?  

A. I t h i n k  h e  was j u s t  b r i e f e d  on what o p e r a t i o n s  
were going t o  be  conducted and what was go ing  i n  t h e  AO. 

Q b  Did he  t e l l  you t h a t  t h a t  was p r e t t y  good shoot-
i n g ,  g e t t i n g  60  of  them, j u s t  l i k e  s h o o t i n g  f i s h  i n  a p i c k l e  
b a r r e l ?  

A. H e  might have s a i d  t h a t ,  sir. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  it, 
b u t  he  probably  did--might have s a i d  t h a t .  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s a y i n g  anyth ing  about  your  suc-
c e s s  i n  a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  s i r ,  b u t  it--
s i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  

Q W e l l  now, l e t  me g ive  you ano the r  s i t u a t i o n .  On 
t h e  fo l lowing  morning, t h i s  i s  Monday morning, t h e  1 8 t h ,  Gen-
e r a l  YOUNG came t o  LZ D o t t i e  from t h e  d i v i s i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
and Colonel  HENDERSON-was a l s o  t h e r e  from Duc Pho. Colonel  
BARKER was a l s o  t h e r e ,  and t h e  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r ,  
L i eu t enan t  Colonel  HOLLADAY. The commander of  Bravo Company 
of  t h e  123d Av ia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  was t h e r e .  The f i v e  of them 
confe r r ed  i n  Colonel  BARKER'S van. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. S i r ,  I do r e c a l l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  t h e r e  w a s  a 
c o l o n e l  t h a t  I had n o t  s een  b e f o r e .  

Q Who was t h a t ?  

A. H e  was t h e  a v i a t i o n  commander of  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

Q Y e s ,  and you were p r i v y .  You w e r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  
headqua r t e r s .  You know w h a t ' s  going on t h e r e ,  d i s c u s s i o n s  
going on between Colonel  BARKER, and Major CALHOUNi and Ser-
geant  JOHNSON, and Se rgean t  STEPHENS, and so on. What d i d  
you h e a r  about  t h i s ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  h e a r  any th ing  about i t ,  sir.  I t h i n k  
I was under t h e  impress ion  t h a t  it concerned--in o t h e r  words, 
plowing o u t  a runway f o r  t h e  choppers t o  have them s i t  down 
i n .  
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Q. You a l r e a d y  had a runway. You a l r e a d y  had a b i g  
LZ a t  D o t t i e .  Which runway a r e  you t a l k i n g  about?  

A. Well ,  I guess  t h a t  runway had a l r e a d y  been con-
s t r u c t e d  a t  t h a t  t ime .  S i r ,  I d o n ' t  have any in format ion  a s  
t o  what t hey  had t h e  meeting on.  

Q. Well,  I j u s t  have t h e  i d e a  M r .  VAZQUEZ, t h a t  you
know an awful ly  l o t  more than  y o u ' r e  t e l l i n g .  I t  would be  
imposs ib l e ,  f r a n k l y ,  t o  be  around t h e  TOC o f  Task Force Bar-
k e r  and know as l i t t l e  a s  you know. 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  I f e e l  t h a t  I am t e l l i n g  you what 
i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  I have ,  and t h a t  I can remember, t o  t h e  b e s t  
of  my knowledge. A l o t  of t h i n g s  about  Vietnam were n o t  very 
p l e a s a n t .  

Q. Are you t r y i n g  t o  p u t  t h e s e  u n p l e a s a n t r i e s  o u t  of 
your mind s o  t h a t  we d o n ' t  t a l k  about  them? 

A. Well ,  i n  a way, I guess everybody does t h e  same 
t h i n g .  A s  f a r  a s  my in fo rma t ion  I have g iven  you, I t h i n k  
i t ' s  a l l  I know about what happened concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

Q .  W e  ' ve  heard  from s o  many w i t n e s s e s  t h a t  t h e r e  was 
a g r e a t  d e a l  of  in format ion  a v a i l a b l e  a t  LZ D o t t i e  and v a r i o u s  
o t h e r  p l a c e s  concerning what t r a n s p i r e d .  T h a t ' s  why I s a i d ,  
i t ' s  most unusual  f o r  you t o  have been t h e r e  i n  t h i s  c r i t i c a l  
a r e a ,  and n o t  h e a r  anyth ing?  

A. W e l l ,  I guess--you know--the rumors about  t h e  h e l i -
c o p t e r  p i l o t ' s  r e p o r t  and t h e  subsequent  i n v e s t i g a t i o n - - I  
guess  I d i d n ' t  look i n t o  i t ,  o r  it w a s n ' t  i n t e r e s t i n g  enough 
t o  look i n t o  i t ,  t o  g e t  more in fo rma t ion .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you remember Capta in  GAMBLE? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Where was he du r ing  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge, he was a t  D o t t i e .  
However I c a n ' t  v e r i f y  t h a t  he  was. 

Q You remember t a l k i n g  t o  him about  t h i s  ope ra t ion?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  The day b e f o r e  we had flown o v e r  t h e  
a r e a ,  and we d idn  ' t g e t  much chance t o  d i s c u s s  i t ,  b u t  we 
d i d  exchange a few coord ina t e s  and s o  f o r t h .  
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Q I mean a f t e r  you flew over.  Did you t a l k  t o  
him? 

A. No, s i r ,  a f t e r  we--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Did he f l y  over  it wi th  you? 

A.  We both flew over  wi th  Colonel BARKER, and I be-
l i e v e  we flew t o  Uptight ,  and he j u s t  took--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Was he going t o  be a t  Uptight  dur ing  
t h e  opera t ion?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q And then  he  w a s n ' t  a t  D o t t i e  he was a t  Uptight .  
Af te r  t h e  opera t ion  d i d  you t a l k  about what had been done o r  
what had no t  been done with him? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  him subsequent t o  t h e  
opera t ion ,  excep t  maybe on t h e  r ad io .  

Q Well, a f t e r  which d i d n ' t  you t a l k  t o  him about t h e  
6 9  a l l e g e d l y  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  i t  was on t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  I--

Q .  ( In te rpos ing)  But d i d n ' t  you a l s o  t a l k  t o  him 
about t h a t  i n  person? -

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  because I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he 
came back t o  Dot t i e .  I might have ta lked-- I  t h i n k  I may 
have t a l k e d  t o  him a t  LZ Uptight.  

Q You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  any ques t ions  be ing
r a i s e d  about t h i s ?  

A. NO,  s i r ,  

LTC BAUER: M r .  VAZQUEZ, t o  g e t  back t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  t h e  General 
brought up b e f o r e ,  i n  communications. You know t h a t  i f  you 
a re  going t o  be t h e  DIVARTY LNO i n  a b a t t a l i o n ,  you've got  
t o  be a b l e  t o  communicate w i t h  t h e  o l d  man when you ' re  up 
i n  t h e  a i r .  Did you have a wide cord arrangement o r  any-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A.  No, s i r .  
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Q How d i d  you t a l k  t o  Colonel  BARKER i n  t h e  a i r ?  

A. I t  was s t r i c t l y  v i s u a l  c o n t a c t .  

Q. You j u s t  had t o  shou t  back and f o r t h ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q How d i d  you keep t r a c k  o f  what was going on on 
t h e  ground? 

A. Usual ly  through my FO, and once i n  a wh i l e  I would 
c a l l  and ask him t o  g ive  me a rundown on what had happened. 
Once i n  a w h i l e ,  i f  it was something I wanted t o  ask Colonel  
BARKER, I would ask him, o r  h e  might t e l l  me something about 
what was going on i f  he  wanted me t o  do something. 

Q Back a t  D o t t i e  where you l i v e ,  who d i d  you l i v e  
w i t h  back t h e r e ?  Who d i d  you bunk wi th?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was--at one t i m e ,  I l i v e d  wi th  a 
cap ta in- - I  c a n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name. H e - was a s s igned  a s  a l i a i -
son o f f i c e r .  

9. Did you bunk wi th  Task Force Barker  l i a i s o n ?  

A .  W e l l ,  when we f i r s t  g o t  there - -

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  t i m e  of  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r .  About t h e  t ime of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  it was a 
l i e u t e n a n t ,  who was a l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  I b e l i e v e ,  from t h e  
t a s k  f o r c e  t o  t h e  . b r igade .  

Q Was he  a  chemical  o f f i c e r ?  

A. I t h i n k  I had t h r e e  roommates. One was a c a p t a i n ,  
I t h i n k  it was c a p t a i n ,  subsequent ly  went t o  t h e  b r igade  t o  
a company commander's s l o t .  

Q - LEWELLEN? 

A. R i g h t ,  LEWELLEN. I bunked w i t h  him f o r  some p e r i o d  
of t ime .  I t h i n k  t h i s  was du r ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  whi le  we were 
l i v i n g  i n  t h e  same bunkers .  

Q To g e t  back t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  General  PEERS made. 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

You're t h e  Arty  LNO a s  s u c h ,  and d i s r e g a r d i n g  t h e  t ime  you 
were up i n  t h e  a i r ,  when you were devoid of communications 
w i t h  t h e  ground e l emen t s ,  e x c e p t  what y o u ' r e  g e t t i n g  from 
t h e  FO. When you g e t  back t o  t h e  TOC and you s t e p  o u t  of  
t h a t  chopper ,  i f  you d o n ' t  have r a d i o  commo, t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  
you 've  g o t  t o  do i s  f i n d  o u t  w h a t ' s  going on,  When y o u ' r e  i n  
t h e  TOC d u r i n g  t h e  day you have t o  keep a b r e a s t  of  t h i n g s .  
Were you aware of any th ing  t h a t  was going on t h a t  day? 
I mean when t h e y  changed o r d e r s  from some of  t h e  companies--
s t o p  do ing  what y o u ' r e  doing and go do something else--
were you aware of t h i s ?  

A.  I w a s  aware--I k e p t  a b r e a s t  of t h e  companies--
t h e  c e n t e r  o f  mass. W e  have detached p l a t o o n s ,  down t h e r e .  

Q L e t ' s  t a k e  a s p e c i f i c  t h i n g .  C h a r l i e  Company 
was t o l d  t o  t u r n  around and go back down through My L a i .  Were 
you aware of  t h i s ?  

A. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  I w a s  because we k e p t  t h e  s i t u a -
t i o n  map s e p a r a t e  from t h e  b a t t a l i o n  map, and we had a l i t t l e - -

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' m  s u r e  y o u ' r e  aware o f  i t ,  t o o .  
You have t o  be  i f  you a r e  t h e  Arty  LNO. Do you remember when 
C h a r l i e  Company w a s  t o l d  t o  t u r n  around and go back t o  My @ 
La i?  T h i s  i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  o r d e r .  You're t u r n i n g  a u n i t  Cv,,. 

, ,
around and moving them back t h e  o t h e r  way, t h i s  means you 3
have t o  do a l o t  of work w i t h  t h e  a r t i l l e r y .  You're p l ann ing  r 
on them a l l  moving t o  a-NDP. Your n i g h t  d e f e n s i v e  f i r e s ,  your  
homework, was a l l  done. Here a t  t h e  l a s t  minute someone 
changes t h a t  on you. You're going t o  have two e lements  o u t  
i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  s e p a r a t e d .  You've g o t  a  l o t  of  work t o  do. 
You d o n ' t  g e t  t h i s  k ind  of  an o r d e r  a s  j u s t  a m a t t e r  o f  
normal e v e n t s .  It means a l o t  o f  work f o r  you and a l o t  
of work f o r  your recon p a r t y ?  

A. Right  s i r .  I 'm s u r e  we a r e  a b r e a s t  o f  t h e  s i t -
u a t i o n .  However, I c a n ' t  say--give any s p e c i f i c  t i m e  t hey  
were moving back.  

Q A t  t h i s  t ime I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  a f t e rnoon  o f  t h e  
1 6 t h .  J u s t  about everybody back i n  t h a t  TOC knew a g r e a t  d e a l  
of what was going on o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  
s p e c i f i c s ,  things t h a t  were unusua l ,  o u t  of  t h e  o r d i n a r y .  
They'd h e a r d  r e p o r t s ,  people  had come i n  and t o l d  them t h i n g s .  
The r a d i o s  were l i t e r a l l y  a l i v e  w i th  t r a f f i c .  You're a key 
man i n  t h i s  t a s k  f o r c e .  You've g o t  t o  be  i n  t h e r e  and know 
w h a t ' s  going on. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  unusual  e v e n t s .  What 
were some o f  t h e s e  e v e n t s  t h a t  you were aware o f ?  One o f  
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them was t h a t  C h a r l i e  Company was t u r n e d  around and s e n t  back 
t o  My L a i ,  and t h e n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander s a i d ,  "No, t u r n  
around and go t o  where you were going."  T h a t ' s  one t h i n g .  
But t h e r e  was some o t h e r  e v e n t s ,  people  who were doing t h i n g s ,  
and I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s .  A l o t  o f  people  
on t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  and everyone i n  t h a t  TOC, knew about i t  
and were t a l k i n g  about it. What about N E D I N A  shoo t ing  a 
woman? 

A. I w a s n ' t  aware of t h i s  i n c i d e n t  u n t i l  I read  i t  
i n  t h e  pape r s .  

Q You were t h e  on ly  one i n  t h e  TOC t h a t  w a s n ' t  a-
ware o f  i t .  Did you h e a r  of any th ing  e l s e  going on i n  My 
La i?  

A .  N O ,  s i r .  

Q Did you h e a r  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander, t h e  b a t -
t a l i o n  commander, o r  Major CALHOUN t e l l i n g  t h e s e  people  t o  
s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g s ,  unnecessary k i l l i n g s ,  w i l d  shoot ing?  Now 
i t ' s  n o t  a  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  w e ' r e  f i s h i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  whether 
t h i s  was s a i d .  W e  know it  was s a i d  and t h e r e  were people  
a l l  ove r  t h a t  TOC t h a t  hea rd  it. I n  f a c t  y o u ' r e  one of t h e  
few people  t h a t  d i d n ' t  h e a r  it. 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  it. 

Q You heard  no th ing  unusual  t h a t  day? 

A. W e l l ,  j u s t  t h e  normal opera t ions- -

Q.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I know what t h e  normal s t u f f  i s ,  and 
t h e  normal i s  n o t  h o t  and heavy. When you g e t  messages and 
o r d e r s  coming l i k e  t hey  came i n  t o  Task Force Barker  t h a t  day,  
you know something i s  wrong. These t h i n g s  a r e  l i k e  a b e l l  
r i n g i n g ,  and i f  you heard  them, you know it, .:veryone else 
i n  t h e  TOC knew it. 

A. A s  I s a y ,  I was n o t  aware o f  any th ing  o u t  of t h e  
o r d i n a r y .  I mean o u t  of t h e  o r d i n a r y  o t h e r  t h a n  what I men-
t i o n e d  about  t h i s  accusa t ion  of  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t .  

When d i d  you f i r s t  h e a r  about  t h a t ?  

A .  I knew it about ,  maybe a day o r  two a f t e r  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n .  

MR WEST: M r .  VAZQUEZ, can you t h i n k  o f  any th ing  t h a t  you 
would l i k e  t o  t e l l  us t h a t  we h a v e n ' t  covered by ques t ions?  
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Anything t h a t  might h e l p  us i n  o u r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I ' c a n ' t  recal l  anyth ing .  


MR WEST: Thank you ve ry  much f o r  coming i n .  You have 

he lped  	us w i t h  t h e  in format ion  t h a t  you have g iven  us .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1 5 0 0  h o u r s ,  9 February 
1970.) 


(VAZ QUE Z ) 	 9 8 APP T-32 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: WARREN, Louis R. SSG 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 1  January 1970 

PLACE @ TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Detachment Commander, 
M i l i t a r y  P o l i c e  Squad, ass igned t o  Task Force Barker.  

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The M P  u n i t  kid ex tens ive  t r a i n i n g  on t h e  handling 
o f  PW'sand noncombatants a s  t h i s  type  a c t i v i t y  was one of  
t h e i r  primary missions (pg. 3 )  . ow ever , t h e r e  was con-
fus ion  on t h e  ques t ion  of whether c i v i l  de ta inees  should be 
cons ide redPWKsor  innocent  c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 4 ) .  The MP pol icy  
was t o  accord  a l l  de ta ined  persons t h e  r i g h t s  of t h e  Geneva 
Conventione(pg. 4 ) .  The wi tness  had never be fo re  seen t h e  
MACV ca rds  "Nine Rules" o r  "The Enemy i n  Your Hands" (pg.4) .  

2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

Fkve o r  s i x  days p r i o r  t o  t h e  opera t ion  an i n t e l l i g e n c e  
r e p o r t  was rece ived  which s a i d  t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n  was i n  
t h e  a r e a  (pg. 9 ) .  L ieutenant  Colonel BARKER f e l t  t h a t  t h e  
VC w e r e  working south  of h i s  A0 because t h e  Americans had 
captured  a  company comqander from t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n  who 
t o l d  them t h i s  (pgs. 15 ,  1 6 ) .  The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  a  
conversa t ion  wi th  BARKER p r i o r  t o  t h e  16 March opera t ion  i n  
which BARKER s t a t e d  t h a t  he could n o t  send h i s  t roops  i n t o  
t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  because t h e r e  w e r e  s o  many women and 
c h i l d r e n  t h e r e  (pgs. 18 ,  2 0 ) .  There was no d i scuss ion  about 
popula t ion  c o n t r o l  o r  t h e  handl ing  o f  refugees  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
16 March opera t ion  (pg. 2 0 ) .  However, t h e  wi tness  d i d  have 
a d i scuss ion  wi th  BARKER about using Nat ional  P o l i c e  F i e l d  
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Forces t o  sc reen  lefugees as they l e f t  t h e  a r e a  (pgs. 23, 
24) .  BARKER r e j e c t e d  t h e  i d e a  because he was a f r a i d  t h a t  
the Americans would be  unable t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f t t h e  
National  P o l i c e  F i e l d  Forces (pg. 2 5 ) .  WARREN d i d  n o t  know 
whether o r  n o t  National  P o l i c e  accompanied t h e  16 March 
opera t ion  (pg. 26) .  H e  d i d  no t  r e c a l l  t h e  b r i e f i n g  given 
t h e  company commanders f o r  t h i s  opera t ion  (pg. 2 9 ) .  

3. THE ASSAULT ON MY L A I .  

The wi tness  c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  l i f t s  i n  and o u t  of LZ 
D o t t i e  f o r  t h e  opera t ion  (pg. 2 7 ) .  WARREN d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
any t r ansmiss ions  which came over  t h e  r a d i o  whi le  he was i n  
t h e  TOC on t h e  16 th  (pg. 30) .  H e  knew nothing about two 
VC 
of  

s u s p e c t s  who w e r e  brought back t o  LZ D o t t i e  on t h e  day 
t h e  opera t ion  (pgs. 30, 31) .  

4 .  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

The wi tness  had a d i scuss ion  wi th  M r .  COONEY, HENDERSON'S 
p i l o t ,  a b o u t W n e l l  being ra ised1 'as  a  r e s u l t  of t h e  16 March 
opera t ion  (pg. 32) .  WARREN was never ques t ioned by anyone 
concerning it (pg. 32) .  H e  heard no complaint from t h e  
personnel  a t  LZ D o t t i e  about it (pg. 39) .  The wi tness  never 
saw HENDERSON'Sr e p o r t  o r  i t s  i n c l o s u r e s  (pg. 4 1 ) .  No 
a t r o c i t i e s  o r  rapes  w e r e  ever repor ted  t o  him (pg. 4 8 ) .  -. 
5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  WARREN'S u n i t .  

There was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  misappropr ia t ion  of  
funds i n  t h e  w i t n e s s '  p la toon by t h e  C I D  i n  J u l y  o r  August 
of  1968 (pgs. 32, 3 3 ) .  WARREN made a  s ta tement  i n  connect ion 
with it (pg .  3 3 ) .  I t  involved t h e  whereabouts of  $230.00 
i n  MPC t h e  MP1s had c o l l e c t e d  i n  a r a i d  i n  a v i l l a g e  o u t s i d e  
LZ D o t t i e  (pg. 33) .  The wi tness  t o l d  FARMER, t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r ,  
where t h e  money had gone (pg. 33) . Major PITTMAN and c a p t a i n  
VANONI, t h e  p la toon l e a d e r  o f  t h e  MP Detachment,were r e l i e v e d  
over  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 34) . 

b. Body count t o  weapons count d i s p a r i t y  d i scuss ion .  

The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  General LIPSCOMB asking Sergeant  
HALL about t h e  body count t o  weapons count d i s p a r i t y  from 
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E X H I B I T S  

E X H I B I T  
NUMBER DESCRIPTION ,NOTES lp4A,C5Es 

I ~ h ew i t  had n o t  
D-1 MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-4 hea rd  r e g u l a t i o n  

lbefore  b u t  knew a s  
-..>, 

--
I (a m a t t e r  o f  common-I---2 	 lsense t h a t  w a r  

.. I 	 .!crimes-- must be  re- 1 

1 

I -- I I 

3 1  , I , I ] W i t  had never  s een  ( 


M-2 MACV Card "Nine Rules " b e f o r e .  

MACV Card "The Enemy Wit never  s een  


M-3 i n  Yoyr Hands" Ibefore .  

The wl t -d l id  n o t  rek4 

P-147 Miscel laneous Scene 	 cognize  ~ a t i o n a l  .I "" 
P o l i c e  mote. 

The w i t  d i d  n o t  re-
M & P ~  1a m Scene 	 cognize  Na t iona l  29,30 

P o l i c e  i n  photo.  

.- Photo shown t o  
P-149 ~ i s c e l l a n e o u s' scene  t h e  w i t n e s s .  29 

Photo shown t o  
P-150 Miscel laneous Scene t h e  w i t n e s s .  29 

Photo shown t o  
Misce l laneous  Scene ( t h e  w i t n e s s .  I 29 

l The w i t n e s s  had ' I 
R- 1 HENDERSON ' s r e p o r t  never  seen  b e f o r e .  41 

(WARREN) 	 4 SUM APP T-192 


.FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0940 hour s ,  21 January ,  

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r . .  

RCDR : The following persons  are p r e s e n t :  MR WAZSH, 
COL WILSON I LTC NOLL I and MAJ COOP. 

The n e x t  w i tnes s  i s  S t a f f  Sergeant  Lones R. WARREN. 

(SGT WARREN was c a l l e d  a s  a wi tnes s  , was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows  :) 

Sergean t  WARREN, w i l l  you s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, 
grade,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  
and s t a t i o n ?  

A, S t a f f  Sergeant  Lones R. WARREN, , 7 th  
C o r r e c t i o n a l  T r a i n i n g  Uni t ,  C o r r e c t i o n a l  T r a i n i n g  F a c i l i t y ,  F o r t  
R i l ey ,  Kansas. 

Q A r e  you i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  Army? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

COL WILSON: Se rgean t ,  be fo re  we proceed wi th  any q u e s t i o n s ,  
I ' d  l i k e  t o  in form you of s e v e r a l  m a t t e r s .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army and the Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Army 
f o r  t h e  purpose of  de te rmin ing  f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  and 
recommendations concerning two m a t t e r s :  

(1) t h e  adequacy of  p r i o r  i n v e s t i ~ a t i o n sand 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  what is  commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  My L a i  
i n c i d e n t  o f  16 March 1968; and 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  o r  w i thho ld ing  
o f  i n fo rma t ion  by anyone who had a du ty  t o  r e p o r t  and f u r n i s h  
in fo rma t ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  I n  o t h e r  words, 
we a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  , t h e  reviews of 
th,ose i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  t h e  p roces s ing  of t h o s e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  
and any suppres s ion  of . in format ion .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is n o t  b e i n g  conducted t o  i n -
v e s t i g a t e  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  of what happened 
a t  My Lai .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h o s e  s p e c i f i c  purposes  which 
I have j u s t  mentioned. 
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I ' v e  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me and have reviewed p r i o r  
o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obta ined  by o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r s ,  
t o  inc lude  your s t a t ement  t o  t h e  CID.  

Your s ta tement  w i l l  be taken under oath.  A ver-
batim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. A tape recording  i s  being 
made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the  verbatim notes  taken by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

The genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  w i l l  be 
c o n f i d e n t i a l .  I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  the  testimony o r  p a r t s  of 
i t  may l a t e r  become a mat ter  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

There are s e v e r a l  people t h a t  may ask you ques-
t i o n s .  On my l e f t  i s  M r .  PJALSH who was des ignated  by the  
Secre tary  of the  Army t o  a s s i s t  General PEERS i n  t h i s  inves-
t i g a t i o n .  O n  my  r i g h t  i s  Colonel NOLL who is a member of t h i s  
board. This i s  Interview Team C. It i s  one of t h e  t h r e e  teams 
which General PEERS has t o  a s s i s t  him i n  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
We have no a u t h o r i t y  whatsoever i n  determining t h e  f i n d i n g s  
o r  i n  making recommendations. This is  wi th in  the  purview of 
h i s  o f f i c e  a s  be ing  the  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r .  We a r e  merely 
he re  t o  a s s i s t  him. He may come down here  dur ing  t h i s  i n t e r -
roga t ion ,  and i f  so ,  he w i l l  probably ask you ques t ions .  Other 
members of t h i s  board may appear here  during t h i s  inves t iga-
t i o n ,  and they may ask you ques t ions .  

Do you have any ques t ions  on anything I have cov-
ered? 

A. Q u i t e  a few, s i r ,  b u t  they can hold u n t i l  you are 
through with yours ,  though. 

Q Sergeant  WARREN, what was your assignment on 16 
March 1968? 

A. I w a s  t h e  detachment commander of t h e  m i l i t a r y  
p o l i c e  squad o r  detachment t h e r e  a t  LZ Dot t ie .  

Q. And you were ass igned t o  what u n i t ?  

A. Task Force Barker. 

Q What w a s  your p a r e n t  u n i t ?  

A. The 11 th  MP Platoon,  sir. 
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A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The 1 1 t h  Brigade.  

Q. Did your assignment t o  Task Force  Barker  p l a c e  
you under t h e  c o n t r o l  o r  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  of  Colonel  
BARKER, o r  d i d  you s t i l l  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  p rovos t  marshal  a t  l l t i ;  
Brigade headqua r t e r s?  

A. I t  w a s  a twofold miss ion ,  s ir .  Number one p r i o r -  
i t y  w a s  t h e  m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  miss ion  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  Muscatine 
AO, and t h e  second w a s  t o  assist t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  i n  anyway I 
p o s s i b l y  could a s  f a r  a s  t h e i r  headqua r t e r s  o p e r a t i o n s .  They 
had a very  s k e l e t o n  headqua r t e r s .  I had t h e  most men up 
t h e r e ;  a s  a  m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  headqua r t e r s  sec-
t i o n .  

Q.  I b e l i e v e  you had e i g h t  o r  t e n  men. Is t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A, Y e s ,  sir. O r i g i n a l l y ,  I went t h e r e  w i t h  about 13 ,  
and they  k e p t  c u t t i n g  me down. One t ime  I had t h r e e .  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask a couple  of  q u e s t i o n s  on t r a i n i n g .  
Were you w i t h  t h e  l l t h  Brigade i n  Hawaii? 

A ,  Y e s ,  s i r ,  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e y  l e f t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any s p e c i a l  t r a i n i n g  g iven  t o  t h e  
members of t h e  b r i g a d e  i n  Hawaii concern ing  p r i s o n e r s  of 
war? 

A .  Well, as f a r  a s  our  two p l a t o o n s ,  y e s ,  s i r ,  ex-
t e n s i v e .  The r ea son  behind it was t h a t  it w a s  one of o u r  
primary miss ions .  We c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  escape ar3- evas ion  pro- 
gram t h e r e  a t  t h e  PW cage; a l s o ,  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  of p r i s o n e r s  
and every th ing .  ~ e t a i n i n gthem o r  s e t t i n g  up of t h e i r  own 
POW cage. We went i n  t h e r e  under t h e  assumption t h a t  we 
would be a s e p a r a t e  l i g h t  b r igade .  See,  we  d i d n ' t  know t h a t  
we  would be t h e  America1 Div i s ion  un t i l - -we l l ,  we had rumors, 
b u t  w e  thought  we was going t o  be s e p a r a t e  u n t i l  we were 
aboard t h e  s h i p ,  s o  we had t o  have ou r  own ho ld ing  cage t h e r e  
and the  whole smear. 

Q What about  hand l ing  noncombatants? Was t h e r e  any 
t r a i n i n g  on t h i s ?  
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A .  A s  f a r  a s  innocent  c i v i l i a n s ,  yes ,  s i r .  I th ink  
t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  r e a l l y  threw us was t h e  c i v i l  dependents, 
and t h e  t h r e e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  t h e r e .  We d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  know 
whether they was POW'S o r  whether they were considered innocent  
c i v i l i a n s .  Everybody, we was to ld - - th i s  has been a long 
time ago, and I have been th inking  about it f o r  2 months, 
f r ank ly ,  and everyth ing  t h a t  I can remember--we was t o l d  
t h a t  everybody de ta ined  would be a  de ta ined  person,  and 
they had a l l  t h e  r i g h t s  of t h e  Geneva Convention. No problem 
t h e r e .  I n  o t h e r  words, you a r e  n o t  t o  m i s t r e a t  them 
i n  any way, form, o r  fashion .  This was firm on t h a t .  This  
i s  as  f a r  as  t h e  m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  went. A s  f a r  a s  t h e  infan-
t r y  u n i t s ,  I have no i d e a  a t  a l l .  

Q I show you Exh ib i t  M - 2 ,  e n t i t l e d ,  "Nine Rules," and 
a l s o  M - 3 ,  e n t i t l e d ,  "The Enemy i n  Your Hands." The f r o n t  page 
i s  a f a c s i m i l e  of t h e  back page of t h e  card.  Have you seen 
t h e s e  two cards? 

(The wi tness  rece ived  and reviewed t h e  documents.) 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  s i r .  I th ink  we packed up 
our  cards and everyth ing  t h a t  we had. We had t h e  Roger's 
Rangers' ca rds ,  t h e  Geneva Convention card ,  and a l l  these .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember.- see ing  these  cards?  

A. No, s ir .  Not t o  my knowledge, j u s t  from glancing  
over t h a t .  We were t o l d  about t h e  same th ing ,  t h a t  anybody 
we picked up, you know, t r e a t  them decent ly.  

Q - I have ~ x h i b i tD-1, MACV Di rec t ive  20-4 ,  
e n t i t l e d ,  " Inspec t ion  and I n v e s t i g a t i o n  of War Crimes," and 
I ' m  going t o  j u s t  r e f e r  you t o  Paragraph 5 under "Responsi-
b i l i t i e s ,  " and it says ;  

" I t  i s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of a l l  m i l i t a r y  personnel  
having knowledge o r  r ece iv ing  a r e p o r t  of an i n c i -
den t  o r  an a c t  thought t o  be a war crime t o  make such 
i n c i d e n t  known t o  h i s  commanding o f f i c e r  a s  soon 
as  p r a c t i c a b l e .  Personnel performing i n v e s t i g a t i v e ,  
i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  p o l i c e ,  photographic,  graves r eg i s -
t r a t i o n ,  o r  medical func t ions ,  a s  w e l l  a s  those i n  
c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  enemy w i l l ,  i n  t h e  normal course 
of t h e i r  duty,  make every e f f o r t  t o  d e t e c t , t h e  com-
mission of war crimes and w i l l  r e p o r t  t h e  essen-
t i a l  f a c t s  t o  t h e i r  commanding o f f i c e r .  " 
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Have you eveT heard  t h i s  s t a t emen t  o r  had any 
t r a i n i n g  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s u b j e c t ,  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of war 
cr imes o r  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of a t r o c i t i e s ?  

A. Not of war cr imes i t s e l f ,  s ir .  I t ' s  j u s t  a common 
sense  f a c t o r  t h a t  any th ing  t h a t ' s  c a l l e d  a cr ime you inves-
t i g a t e  it. 

Q. I n  your p a r t i c u l a r  f i e l d ?  

A. Yes, sir .  The m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  handle  anyth ing  
t h a t ' s  a c r ime ,  w i t h  t h e  excep t ion  o f ,  w e l l ,  small--not  e x a c t l y  
minor c r imes ,  b u t  command--there's no way i n  h e l l  you can po-
l i c e  a company i n  t h e  f i e l d .  I n  o t h e r  words, t h a t ' s  going 
t o  be  l e f t  up--I know you r e a l i z e  t h i s ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  t h e  
on ly  way I can p u t  it. I t ' s  g o t  t o  be l e f t  up t h e  u n i t  commander, 
and then  i f  t h e r e  i s  some d i sc repancy ,  he has  g o t  two ways 
he can go. H e  can go t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  o r  he can go 
t o  h i s  immediate commander. 

A l o t  of  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  happen ove r  there--of 
course ,  eve ry th ing  is rumors. W e  had w a r  s t o r i e s  f l y i n g  aro7:rL3 
t h e r e  l i k e  c r azy .  We had t h r e e  l i n e  companies from t h r e e  
d i f f e r e n t  b a t t a l i o n s ,  and it was a l i t t l e - - y o u  might s ay ,  
compe t i t i on  as t o  who could t e l l  t h e  l a r g e s t  war s t o r y ,  s o  
you g o t  t o  t a k e  t h e s e  t h i n g s  w i t h  a g r a i n  of s a l t  because--
l e t  me r e t r a c t  t h a t .  Anyway, i t ' s  hard t o  know what i n  t h e  
h e l l  r e a l l y  d i d  happen. I n  t h e  p a s t  2 months I though t ,  w e l l ,  
a l o t  about  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t ,  and I d o n ' t  even remember 
even d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g .  I swear I d o n ' t .  

Q Have you eve r  seen t h i s  d i r e c t i v e ,  20 -4 ,  be fo re?  

A.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  sir .  

Q. Have you eve r  seen any MACV d i r e c t i v e s ?  

A. A few, s ir ,  when they  would g e t  up t o  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  
but we were r i g h t - - j u s t  below our  d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s .  Our 
b r igade  was about  4 0  mi l e s  s o u t h ,  s o  d i v i s i o n  would go t o  
b r i g a d e ,  and b r i g a d e  would be u n d e r . t h e  impress ion a l o t  of 
t imes  we had neces sa ry  d i r e c t i v e s  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t ,  which 
w e  d i d n ' t .  W e  were s h o r t  on j u s t  about eve ry th ing .  
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Q You're r e f e r r i n g  t o  Task Force Barker? 

Yes, s ir .  We were p r e t t y  w e l l  passed over.  

Q Sergeant ,  d i d  you ever  have any s p e c i f i c  d u t i e s  i n  
the  TOC? 

A.  S i r ,  do you know what a "go-fern is? 

Q Right? 

A.  That  was p r imar i ly  my duty.  I t  was just-- the 
headquarters  element cons i s t ed  of one S3 se rgean t ,  and he was 
a l s o  t h e  f i r s t  s e rgean t ,  o r  se rgean t  major of t h e  t a sk  fo rce .  
They had Sergeant  STEPHENSON. He was t h e  S2  se rgean t ;  a r t i l l e r y  
l i a i s o n  people,  and I th ink  they had only two of those and one 
go t  k i l l e d ,  Lieutenant  PHILLIPS, our S 2 ' s .  We must have had 
a t  l e a s t  f i v e .  I don 't know how many we had when we was up 
the re .  

Q. A t  d i f f e r e n t  t imes? 

A .  Yes, sir.  The whole headquarters--I 'm n o t  r e a l l y  
s u r e ,  b u t  it couldn 't have been more than 3 0 ,  because I was 
t h e r e  when we f i r s t  s e t  t h e  t h i n g  up. We pushed ou t  our  lit-
t l e  bunkers t h e r e  when w e  f i r s t  went up t o  Dot t i e  a f t e r  t h e  
Koreans l e f t  it. I ' d  say of t h e  30 ,  I had t h e  major i ty  of 
t h e  people. I t  was a c e r t a i n  t a sk  around it when you a r e  
t r y i n g  t o  supply t h r e e  companies out  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

We had a l o t  of t r o u b l e  when we had ou t  C A ' s  l i f t  
o f f ,  once. This was one of my d u t i e s .  I s e t  up t h e  PZ,  pick-
up zone, and pu t  t h e  t roops  on t h e  LZ and then  pop smoke and 
b r i n g  t h e  choppers i n  wi th  t h e i r  r ad ios .  

ALSO, on o rde r s  from Colonel BARKER, he t o l d  me, 
s i n c e  I had t o  maintain a l i a i s o n  with t h e  d i f f e r e n t  d i s -
t r i c t s  t h a t  was w i t h i n  my p a r t i c u l a r  a rea  of opera t ions  f o r  
po l i c ing ,  and Quang Ngai Ci ty  s t a r t e d  j u s t  about where 
my a r e a  ended, he asked me t o  e s t a b l i s h  a l i t t l e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
l i a i s o n o  What was happening was that Ouang Ngai, which was 
r i g h t  t o  our  south  the re - - th i s  i s  an opinion.  Evident ly ,  
they were sending i n  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  t o  d i v i s i o n  t h a t  
they were going t o  have a meeting the  next  morning. And 
d i v i s i o n ,  I t ake  it f o r  granted  they were t a l k i n g  about it 
f o r  2 days,  and they would send it c l e a r  down south t o  b r i -
gade, and b r igade  would send it t o  t h e  task  fo rce .  
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By t h e  t i m e  you g o t  t h e  t h i n g ,  it was days o l d  and t h i s  i s  some-
t h i n g  t h a t  should n o t  have happened. 

So he  wanted t o  develop h i s  own i n t e l l i g e n c e  sour -
ces .  He r eques t ed  M I  people  from t h e  52d M I ,  b u t  s i n c e  I was 
t h e r e - - I ' d  been up t h e r e  on a l i t t l e  a c t i o n  t h e  day a f t e r  
T e t .  I e s c o r t e d  f i v e  t r a c k s ,  f o u r  o r  f i v e  t r a c k s ,  up t o  Quang 
Ngai, and I g o t  t o  know some of t h e  a d v i s o r s  i n  t h e  CP group,  
when they  w e r e  engaged--they s a i d  a l i t t l e  l a t e r - - a  couple  
of  b a t t a l i o n s  o u t  west  of Quang Ngai C i ty .  The 48th b a t t a l i o n ,  
which p layed  a p r e t t y  major r o l e ,  had supposedly come i n  from 
t h e  n o r t h e a s t ,  s o  when I g o t  t o  know t h o s e  guys--we was un-
d e r  q u i t e  a b i t  of f i r e ,  and I g o t  t o  know some of the--a couple  
of t h e  majors and t h i s  one t a l l  c a p t a i n ,  REEVES o r  something. 
H e  took over  Binh Son D i s t r i c t  l a t e r  on. I j u s t  mainta ined 
good c o n t a c t  w i th  them and when they  had something--the PF's 
a r e n ' t  too--they d o n ' t  have ve ry  much i n i t i a t i v e ,  and when t h e y  
would g e t  a goad i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t  - they  would always l e t  
u s  know. Colonel  BARKER main ta ined  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  only  
way we w a s  going t o  a c t u a l l y  be a b l e  t o  g e t  i n  t h e r e  and g e t  
going wi th  t h e  enemy i n  any way. 

Q.  What would you do s p e c i f i c a l l y  in t h e  TOC? Did 
you bunk o r  p u l l  a s h i f t  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir. A l o t  of t imes  i f  we  had a--what I mean by 
TOC i s  t h a t  t h i s  was ou r  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  j u s t  l i k e  an o r d e r l y  
room and a l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  f u n c t i o n s .  For i n s t a n c e ,  we had 
a man a t  t h e  g a t e  i n  a l i t t l e  bunker dug down i n  t h e  ground 
and t h e s e  vie tnamese c h i l d r e n ,  "mama-sans," "papa-sans ,"  t h e  
whole b i t ,  would b r i n g  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  rounds ,  o l d  mines,  and 
s t u f f  l i k e  t h i s  down t o  t h e  g a t e .  The S5 f rol~l  the--we d i d n ' t  
have ou r  own S5 from t h e  4/3 Infantry--he would come down. 
I t  was s o r t  of a halfway p o i n t  t h e r e .  W e  would g a t h e r  
t h e  s t u f f  up and he would go down and pay them o f f .  Of cou r se ,  
each one of t h e s e  was a s p o t  r e p o r t .  Anytime we had any 
p o l i c e  a c t i v i t y  w e  t u rned  it i n t o  our  TOC t h e r e .  They had 
t h e  on ly  d i r e c t  communication t o  o u r  b r i g a d e ,  and they  i n  
t u r n  would pas s  it on t o  ou r  headqua r t e r s  down sou th .  So 
j u s t  about  eve ry th ing  we d i d  w a s  r e p o r t e d  through s p o t  r e p o r t s .  
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Q A s  t h e  s e n i o r  m i l i t a r y  policeman f o r  Task Force  
Barker ,  d i d  you work i n  t h e  TOC? 

A. No, s ir .  I had ano the r  f u n c t i o n  a l s o  a s  t h e  
headqua r t e r s  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t ,  which was j u s t  a t i t l e  only .  
One of t h e  t h i n g s  w a s  t o  check t h e  base o u t  and i f  t hey  
needed more sandbags i n  t h e  bunkers o r  something of t h i s  
type.  I t  w a s  j u s t  a g e n e r a l  ' "go-fer ;"  t h a t ' s  a l l  i n  t h e  
h e l l  you could c a l l  it. 

Q .  unders tand  t h a t  you were probably the--well ,  
you w e r e  n o t  t h e  s e n i o r  NCO t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q But you had a key job o r  a d d i t i o n a l  du ty  t o  se-
cu re  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q .  I n  doing t h i s  job and a l l  of your a d d i t i o n a l  d u t i e s ,  
and I a m  s u r e  you had a number of them i n  t h a t  type  of o rgan i -
z a t i o n ,  d i d  you have any p a r t i c u l a r  p l a c e  t h a t  you worked? 
Did you have a bunker which w a s  a mutual  communication t o  
your p o l i c e  p a t r o l s ,  o r  d i d  t h i s  go o u t  of t h e  TOC? 

A. No, sir.  When I f i r s t  went t h e r e  I on ly  had one 
jeep and I had t o  use  t h e  T O C ' s  r a d i o .  We s t a y e d  on t h e i r  
command push,  and t h e n  la ter  on I g o t  a 25 i n  and I used 
t h a t  a s  a base  s t a t i o n .  I set up i n  a l i t t l e  hootch down 
t h e r e .  I t  w a s  an  o l d  marine-type t h i n g .  W e  sandbagged it 
i n ,  and it had a l i t t l e  POW bunker i n  t h e  back,  a s  a ho ld ing  
p o i n t .  

Q So you had your own s m a l l  h eadqua r t e r s  t h e r e  w i t h  
a PRC-25? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. When I f i r s t  g o t  t h e r e ,  t h e r e  was no th ing  
t h e r e  except  f o r  this b i g  bunker. I t h i n k  it used t o  be used 
as an a r t i l l e r y  FO p o i n t  o r  something. I am n o t  r e a l l y  s u r e  
what it was. 

Q W i l l  you g i v e  m e  an i d e a  o r  your knowledge of  t h e  
bu i ldup  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  which occur red  on 16 March? You 
mentioned i n  prev ious  tes t imony t h a t  t hey  had been p lanning  
on t h i s  f o r  s e v e r a l  days .  
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A. Le t  me change t h a t  then,. s ir .  W e  had picked up 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  t h c t  t h e  48th  B a t t a l i o n  had been down 
t h e r e .  . I  picked them up a t  Quang Ngai C i ty  and a l s o  Son Tinh 
headqua r t e r s ,  t h a t  t hey  were r o t a t i n g  back and f o r t h .  These 
w e r e  the--wel l ,  t hey  come from PIC. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  what 
PIC'S s t a n d s  f o r .  I t  looked p r e t t y  good. 

The t h i n g  of it was--i t  was r i g h t  below our  A0 
t h e r e ,  and t h e s e  people  would operate--any t i m e  our  ambushes 
g o t  anybody, t h i s  always seemed t o  come, you know, from t h e r e  
o r  t h e  Batangan Pen insu la ,  which was on o u t .  I n  o t h e r  
words, t h e y  r o t a t e  back and f o r t h .  

his p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t ,  a s  b e s t  a s  
I can remember, s a i d  s i n c e  t h e  Americans had been i n  t h e r e  be- 
f o r e ,  they were r o t a t i n g  a c r o s s  Highway 1 and t h e  r a i l r o a d  
t r a c k s .  Now, t o  m e ,  it sounded p r e t t y  good because we had 
went on ano the r  o p e r a t i o n  wi th  A Compa~y, I b e l i e v e  of t h e  
4/3 I n f a n t r y , .  and picked up t h i s  c o l o n e l  o r  h igh  c l a s s  i n f r a -
s t r u c t u r e  c a t .  They h i t  him i n  t h e  head wi th  an M-79 round 
and t h e  t h i n g  d i d n ' t  explode.  It was j u s t  l a y i n g  t h e r e .  

I t  sounded good, because i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  
bo th  of them w a s  r i g h t  t h e r e  t o g e t h e r ,  and eve ry th ing  w e  could 
p i e c e  t o g e t h e r  t hey  were s t i l l  t h e r e .  Using t h e  same source  
o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  and we had been t h e r e  tw ice  b e f o r e  and made 
p r e t t y  good s t r i k e s ,  s o  t h e r e  w a s  no reason  t o  doubt it 
whatsoever? 

Q. You s a y  t h a t  you p icked  up t h i s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t  
on t h e  48th? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Can you remember t h e  day t h a t  you g o t  t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

A. No, sir. I t  w a s  j u s t ,  I ' d  say w i t h i n  5 o r  6 days 
t h a t  they  w e r e  o p e r a t i n g  down i n  t h e r e  aga in .  To my knowledge, 
t hey  never  even moved, r e a l l y ,  when you come r i g h t  down 
t o  it. The b i g g e s t  t h i n g  is  t h a t  they  were r o t a t i n g  back 
and f o r t h  and s p l i t t i n g  i n t o  smaller e lements  s o  they  wouldn ' t  
ge t  caught  i n  t h e r e  aga in .  
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o f  them, and t h i s  i s  t h e  r e g u l a r  t y p e ,  U.S. t y p e s ,  and they  was 
dug i n  i n  bunkers there - - the  communications system, 
t h e  whole b i t .  So we f i g u r e d  i f  we could ever  g e t  i n  
t h e r e  and r e a l l y  g e t  someone t o  do us some good and p o i n t  t h e s e  
people  o u t ,  t h i s  would--we would make money on it. I t  would 
probably c u t  down on a l o t  of t h e  a c t i v i t y  i n  Quang Ngai. 

When t h e  guy went down t h e r e  he d i d n ' t  show us a 
damn t h i n g .  I went i n  t h e r e  wi th  him, wi th  t h e  4/3 I n f a n t r y  
and we a l s o  had a company commander, a VC guy from t h e  48th 
b a t t a l i o n .  I t h i n k  he commanded t h e  second company. H e  
w a s  wounded d u r i n g  T e t  and he went t o  a safe-house and he 
l o s t  h i s  l e g  and had h i s  knee cap  s h o t .  H e  admi t ted  t h a t  
t h e  48th had worked o u t  of  t h e r e ,  b u t ,  of cou r se ,  t h i s  was 
a f t e r  t h i s  My L a i  t h i n g  had a l r e a d y  happened. He s a i d  t h a t  
a l l  of t h e  e lements  d i d n ' t  s t a y  t h e r e .  They ope ra t ed  something 
s i m i l a r  t o  what o u r  t roops  d i d ,  j u s t  sma l l  u n i t s  and ambush-type 
t h i n g s ;  s appe r s .  They had enough sappe r s .  We d i d n ' t  know 
t h a t  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime ,  b u t  s t i l l - - h e  s t a t e d  t h e  same t h i n g .  

I t a l k e d  t o  him through an i n t e r p r e t e r  f o r  I guess  
about  an hour ,  because I went up and picked him up a t  Quang 
Ngai, and he i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  t h e r e  was a headqua r t e r s  
e lement  down t h e r e  a t  a l l  t imes--a t  a l l  t i m e s .  This  i s  not--
t h e  on ly  problem wi th  it i s  t h i s  is n o t  My Lai .  This  is t h e  
Son My a r e a  back up t h e r e  where a l l  t h e s e  damn re fugees  hang 
o u t .  Like I s a y ,  t h e  c o l o n e l  d i d n ' t  want t o  go i n .  I know 
t h a t  f o r  a f a c t ,  too .  Colonel  BARXER s a i d ,  "Stay o u t  of t h e  . 
p l a c e  because t h e r e  are t o o  many c i v i l i a n s .  Too many k ids .  
You w i l l  never  g e t  them o u t  of t h e r e . "  

Q. What w a s  t h i s  t h a t  Colonel  BARKER s a i d ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h ey  w a s  t a l k i n g  about  surrounding t h e  e n t i r e  
p l a c e  w i t h  ou r  l i n e  companies and sc reen ing  t h e s e  people  corn-
i n g  o u t .  The r ea son  I w a s  involved i n  t h i s  was because he 
asked me i f  w e  could g e t  any k ind  of Vietnamese people  from 
Quang Ngai C i t y ,  l i k e  Nat iona l  P o l i c e ,  t o  s c reen  t h e s e  people  
and maybe p i c k  o u t  some of t h e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .  We 
knew they  w a s  g e t t i n g  away because h e r e ' s  a thousand people  
running t o  t h e  road ,  and when they  suggested t h i s ,  I t h i n k  he 
gave it a l o t  of thought  and then  he came up t o  me l a t e r  on 
and he s a i d  f o r g e t  t h e  whole t h i n g ,  because i f  we do--I t h i n k  
t h i s  was even b e f o r e  t h e  second t i m e  we went i n  t h e r e .  I f  w e  
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do t h i s ,  we s t a n d  a chance--you c a n ' t  c a l l  a r t i l l e r y  i n  f o r  
one reason,  when you g e t  up i n  t h i s  b u i l t  up area .  You would 
have no suppor t .  I f  t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n  was i n  t h e r e ,  they 
would probably k ick  'our t a i l s .  So t h a t  was t h e  main reason 
we s tayed out  of t h e  major complex t h e r e .  

Q What do you cons ider  t h e  major complex? 

A. Son My. The e n t i r e  v i l l a g e .  My Lai i s  j u s t  a 
small--, 

Q . ( In terpos ing)  Hamlet? 

A. Yes, sir.  I t ' s  j u s t  a hamlet o u t  t h e r e .  A l l  t h e  
people a r e  back up by t h e  c o a s t  t h e r e  where t h i s  f i s h i n g  v i l -
l age  is.  When you f l y  over t h e  p lace  you' 11 see--when I flew 
over  t h e  p lace  you could s e e  a l l  of these  boa t s .  The people 
had two choices .  They could e i t h e r  go along the  l i t t l e  b l u e  
t h e r e  where our  A0 went t o  t h e  r i v e r  running out  t o  Highway 
1, which a l o t  of them d i d  t h e  f i r s t  time they went i n  t h e r e .  
The r e s t  of them go t  i n  t h e  boa t s ,  and we had s w i f t  boa t s  
o u t  t o  check them o u t  because t h e r e  was j u s t  too  many. 
I t ' s  a main f i s h i n g  v i l l a g e  here .  

Q What we a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  now i s  t h e  conversa t ion  
you had wi th  Colonel BARKER. A s  I understand, i t  was one be-
f o r e  the  o p e r a t i o n  of - - there  was one concerning refugees which 
was be fo re  the--I b e l i e v e  t h e  f i r s t  Task Force Barker opera t ion  
down t h e r e  was around t h e  12th.  There may have been one on 
t h e  3rd,  b u t  t h e  one of any s i z e  would have been on t h e  
12th.  Was this t h e  t i m e  t h a t  Colonel BARKER s a i d  something 
about refugees? 

A. yes ,  ' s i r .  We had went i n t o  t h e  An Tinh complex. 
I d o n ' t  know i f  i t ' s  shown h e r e  (Poin t ing  t o  Exh ib i t  MAP-
4 )  . They k i l l e d  a company commander t h a t  commanded t h e ,  
i f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken--here we go h e r e  ( I n d i c a t i n g ) ,  up i n  
here .  Correct ion.  An Tinh o r  Van Thien. One of t h e  t w o .  
I th ink  i t ' s  An Tinh. 

Q Give me t h e  1:25,000 map shee t .  

(The recorde r  gives Colonel WILSON Exhib i t  MAP-
4 . )  

This MAP-4, t h e  1:25,000 p i c t o  map i s  a l i t t l e  
more d e t a i l e d  than t h e  1:50,000. 

A. E i t h e r  An Tinh ( 4 )  o r  An Tinh (1). I t  was one 
of t h e  two. 
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Q. Which i s  o u t  o f  t h e  AO? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I t ' s  n o t  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  ( i n -
d i c a t i n g ) .  

They had ambushed a company commander up i n  h e r e ,  
and h e  had s e v e r a l  names on him. I f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken ,  he  was 
a guy from t h e  44th Company, which was a p a r a s i t e  u n i t  o f  t h e  
48 th ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  was b e l i e v e d  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime.  
When they  g o t  him, na tura l ly - - f rom around t h i s  a r e a  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) - - i t  s o r t  o f  f i rmed up some o f  t h e  thoughts  
t h a t  I am s u r e  t h a t  t h e  c o l o n e l  had. That  t h e s e  people  
were i n  h e r e  t i g h t  and were o p e r a t i n g  r i g h t  o u t  o f  h e r e .  
This  i s  s o r t  o f  a no-man's l and .  The ARVN d i d n ' t  come up 
h e r e ,  and w e  w e r e  n o t  al lowed t o  go down below t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  
Any t ime we engaged any o f  t h e  people  t h e r e  o r  even saw 
any, we would always n o t i c e  t h e y  would run down through 
h e r e ,  b u t  a t  l e a s t  t h i s  i s  what t h e  t r o o p s  w e r e  t e l l i n g ,  and 
I d i d n ' t  have any reason  t o  doubt it. 

MR WALSH: Who had ambushed t h e  company commander, t h e  ARVN's? 

A. No. The Americans. They g o t  him one n i g h t .  I 
was down t h e r e  t h e  n e x t  morning, because one o f  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  
came up t o  m e  and tu rned  i n  a s p o t  r e p o r t  on r i c e .  He s a i d  
t hey  had c o l l e c t e d  a l o t  o f  r i c e  down t h e r e  t o  t u r n  ove r  t o  
t h e  VC, which t h e y  had e v e r y t h i n g  o v e r  h e r e .  They had t h e i r  
nuoc mam and a l l  they  needed was t h e  r i c e  from h e r e .  

COL WILSON: P o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a .  

A. Yes, sir.  Th i s ,  f o r  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  purposes ,  t h i s  
and Batangan o v e r  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  i s  where ih3y  were g e t -
t i n g  t h e i r  f i s h  t o  make t h e i r  nuoc mam from, and going back 
o u t  t o  t h e  mountains,  s o  i t  was q u i t e  a supply  system. Up
n o r t h  i n  o u r  own AO, they  would round up e n t i r e  b a t t a l i o n s  
of  l a b o r  workers .  We had s e v e r a l  r e p o r t s  on t h a t .  They 
k i l l e d  a couple  o f  policemen down i n  t h e r e ,  w h i c h . i s  t h e  
way I g o t  t h e  i n fo rma t ion .  

Q The remark about  t h i s  c a p t u r e d  company commander, 
what d i d  Colonel  BARKER s a y  about  t h i s ?  Did he  s ay  anyth ing  
about  t h i s ?  
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A. When I t o l d  him of what21 g o t  o u t  of t h e  guy--we 
d i d n ' t  have an S2 as such a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime.  I s o r t  of 
had t o  double  over  as t h a t ,  s o  when I i n t e r r o g a t e d  t h e  guy--
of  cou r se ,  I had an i n t e r p r e t e r  and t h i s  made me God almighty 
up t h e r e .  A t  l e a s t  w e  could t a l k  t o  him and t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
company commander--of cou r se ,  t h i s  was l a t e r  on. H e  was wounded 
when he a t tacked--

Q = ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W a i t .  You mean t h i s  was l a t e r  on 
from t h e  t ime t h e  company commander was cap tured?  

A. Excuse me, sir. This  i s  two d i f f e r e n t .  ones .  Now, 
t h e r e '  s two. W e  g o t  two o u t  of he re .  One of them was cap-
t u r e d  i n  Quang Ngai C i t y  and was l a t e r  on shipped up t o  u s ,  
a Chieu Hoi. He w a s  a Hoi Chanh. This p a r t i c u l a r  one,  he 
w a s  dead. 

Q. This  man w a s  dead? 

A. Y e s ,  sir,  back up i n  t h i s  a r e a  (Po in t ing )  . 
MR WALSH: What's your approximate d a t e  of  t h a t ?  W a s  this 
e a r l y  i n  February? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, y e s ,  sir.  

Q That  t h e  company commander was ambushed? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q And t h a t  l e d  Colonel  BARKER t o  f e e l  t h a t  t hey  
w e r e  o p e r a t i n g  sou th  of  your AO? 

A. I t  s o r t  of f i rmed it up, sir,  t h i s , ,  wi th  a l l  t h e  
r e s t  of t h e  r e p o r t s .  It w a s  a d a i l y  t h i n g .  Any t ime you 
walk down h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , t h i s  w a s  a no-man's land--you 
s tood  t h e  chance of l o o s i n g  an entire--we l o s t  a whole p l a -
toon o u t  t h e r e  j u s t  by mines a lone .  

Q Can you t r y  t o  t h i n k  of eve ry th ing  t h a t  you can re-
member t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel  BARKER about  t h a t  f i n a l l y  l e d  Colonel  
BARKER t o  r e q u e s t  an e x t e n t i o n  of  t h e  AG down t o  t h e  Song T r a  
Khuc River i n  o r d e r  t o  go i n t o  t h i s  P i n k v i l l e ?  Was t h e r e  any-
t h i n g  o t h e r  than  t h e  company commander being ambushed he re?  
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A .  Y e s ,  sir. The v a r i o u s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  
t h e  48th was working down t h e r e ,  and, a s  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  it was 
p r e t t y  w e l l  acknowledged t h a t  t h i s  was a s a f e  a r e a  and s o  on 
because t h e  ARVN wouldn ' t  touch it. They wouldn ' t  go p a s t  
t h e  road h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  This  i s  where our  TOC--our for-
ward TOC w a s  on t h e  f i r s t  o p e r a t i o n .  

COL WILSON: You' re  p o i n t i n g  t o  H i l l  101? 

A .  I b e l i e v e  i t ' s  H i l l  108, sir.  

A. W e  had some a r t i l l e r y  s e t  up over  h e r e ,  i f  I ' m  n o t  
mis taken.  I t ' s  been a long  t i m e .  

Q You mentioned t h a t  you had an i n t e r p r e t e r .  Was 
t h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r  ass igned  t o  you, or w a s  t h i s  an i n t e r p r e t e r  
you had f o r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. This  i n t e r p r e t e r  w a s  ass igned  t o  u s .  We had p u t  
i n  a r e q u e s t  t o  g e t  one. 

Q. What w a s  h i s  name? 

A. W e l l ,  sir--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was he ARVN? 

A .  N o ,  sir--

.Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  C i v i l i a n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. The main t h i n g  i s  t h a t  b2 cou ld  t a l k  t o  
t h e s e  people .  W e  k e p t  him t h e r e  on t h e  base .  Of cou r se ,  I 
had people  t h a t  worked on t h e  base  2 4  hours  a day and could 
keep an eye on him. The main t h i n g  is you d i d n ' t  want a guy 
o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  because--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  s p e c i f i c  con-
v e r s a t i o n  you had wi th  Colonel  BARKER r e g a r d i n g  r e fugees  and 
t h e  movement of r e fugees  i n  t h e  My La i  (1)V i l l a g e  a r e a ,  i f  
I a m  c o r r e c t ,  i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  What w a s  t h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n  aga in  
about  t h e  movement of r e fugees  t h a t  you mentioned e a r l i e r ?  
When d i d  t h i s  t a k e  p l ace?  -

APP T-192 
-

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
. . 

A.  I am almost  positive--maybe I have my d a t e s  mixed 
up. I c a n ' t  even remember t h e  second o p e r a t i o n ,  r e a l l y ,  t o  be 
hones t  w i t h  you, except  t h a t  w e  l o s t  one company commander 
down t h e r e .  I t  could have been a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  o p e r a t i o n ,  
a f t e r  12 February.  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  how long.  B Company--I 
c a r r i e d  them up t h a t  n i g h t  t o  Son Tinh by t r u c k s .  W e  used 
dump t r u c k s  and I e s c o r t e d  them up t h e  road which was--quite 
f r a n k l y ,  t hey  wouldn ' t  l e t  us have a CA i n  t h e r e .  Why, I d o n ' t  
know. The America1 was p r e t t y  t i g h t  wi th  t h e i r  h e l i c o p t e r s  
and t h e  G 3  f o r  A i r  s a i d  a f l a t  "no. " We moved them by t r u c k .  
The e x t e n t i o n  w a s  a l r e a d y  l a i d  on. I coo rd ina t ed  w i t h  Major 
GAVIN t o  keep them t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t ;  myself and Capta in  MICHLES, 
who was t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of B Company. The n e x t  day 
they moved o u t  w i t h  t h e  t r a c k s .  The t r a c k s ,  i f  I ' m  n o t  m i s -
t aken  came down t h e  n e x t  morning. I 'm n o t  r e a l  s u r e .  I went 
back up t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t .  I c a n ' t  remember whether L i e u t e n a n t  
OLEY--I 'm s u r e  he s t a y e d  up t h e r e ,  because we had ano the r  com-
mitment t o  guard t h e s e  bridges--  

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t h i n k  you've given us  a good con- 
c e p t  of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  what I am t r y i n g  t o  
g e t  t o  i s  what happened. What was t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  between 
you and Colonel  BARKER r ega rd ing  t h e  movement o f  r e f u g e e s  
i n  o r  o u t  of t h e  a r e a ?  

A. H e  s t a t e d - - I .  am s u r e  t h i s  was a f t e r  1 2  February 
and a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime we  w e r e  i n  t h e r e .  Due t o  s o  many-- 
he f lew over  t h e r e  and he s a w  t h e  r e fugees  over  h e r e  ( i n d i c a -
t i n g )--I wouldn' t c a l l  them re fugees .  They w e r e  t h e  people  
t h a t  l i v e d  t h e r e  and-- 

Q .  
a r e a ?  

( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You're p o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  My L a i  (1) 

A. Yes, sir.  Up around t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  ( i n d i c a -
t i n g )  . H e  s t a t e d  he couldn '  t ve ry  w e l l  t a k e  h i s  t r o o p s  i n  
t h e r e  f o r  t h e  main reason  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  s o  many v i l l a g e r s .  
You know, t h e r e  was women and k i d s  by t h e  hundreds i n  t h e  thing; .  
and a f t e r  12 February,  t hey  moved o u t  something l i k e  t h i s  a long  
t h e  r i v e r  and c u t  a c r o s s  l and  and eve ry th ing  l i k e  t h i s  ( i n d i -
c a t i n g ) .  No b i g  problem, because w e  d i d n ' t  l a y  a  hand on them, ,  
and then.aga in  t h e y  would g e t  i n t o  b o a t s .  They had boa t s  a l l  
a long  t h i s  way ( i n d i c a t i n g ). 
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Q. - You're po in t ing  t o  My Lai (1) again? 

A.  Yes, sir.  For some reason,  i t  seemed t o  me t h a t  
they avoided t h i s  a r e a  down here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. Down t o  t h e  south and j u s t  nor th  of t h e  Nui Ngang
Mountain o r  H i l l  72.  

A. Yes, s o  he didn '  t want t o  g e t  involved i n  t h i s  
whatsoever, and w e  s e t  a block up here.  

Q . On t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. Yes, sir. I th ink  it was t h e  Song Diem Diem. 

Q. he' Song Diem Diem River? You blocked t h e  r i v e r ?  
A s  a  r u l e , ,  normally these  opera t ions  used one company up here  
as a blocking fo rce?  

A. Yes, sir. I am p r e t t y  su re  t h a t  was C / 1 / 2 0 ;  
and t o  my knowledge, they never f i r e d  a sho t .  I mean, 
I d o n ' t  know, b u t  when t h e  k i l l i n g  s t a r t ed - - the  shoot ing s t a r t e d  
down i n  here--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  You ' r e  po in t ing  t o  t h i s  o l d  French 
f o r t ?  

A. Yes, sir. I th ink  it w a s  j u s t  p a s t  t h a t .  

Q. Phu My ( l ) ?  And t h i s  was where Colonel BARKER 
t a l k e d  t o  you about the  refugees?  

A. No, sir. This was back over here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. You're po in t ing  t o  My Lai ( I ) ?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q There was a d i scuss ion  about t h e  refugees  moving 
ou t  of My 'Lai (1)? 

A. Yes, sir. 

a9 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-192 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q. And what d i d  he say?  That  you could n o t  conduct  
an o p e r a t i o n  i n  My L a i  (1)because of  t h e  people  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  He would l i k e  t o  s t a y  o u t  of t h e r e  as 
much as  he could.  

Q. When d i d  he say  t h i s ?  

A. I f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken,  s i r ,  it was a f t e r  12 February,  
a f t e r  ou r  f i r s t  i n i t i a l .  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  area. 

Q Did he s ay  t h i s  t o  you i n  t h e  TOC, o r  where w a s  
t h i s  s t a t emen t  made? 

A. I t h i n k  it was i n  h i s  hootch,  sir,  because a t  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e ,  t h i s  is  when he t o l d  me t h a t  he wouldn ' t  
need t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  t o  monitor t h e s e  peop le ,  because he 
would r a t h e r  n o t  g e t  involved  i n  t h i s .  There w e r e  t o o  many 
people  and w e  d i d n ' t  have t h e  t roops  t o  c o n t r o l  them. I ' m  
n o t  s u r e  what h i s  r ea sons  w e r e  t o  be hones t  w i t h  you. 

Q. A s  I unders tand  it, d i d  he mean t h a t  he wouldn ' t  
conduct an o p e r a t i o n  a g a i n s t  My L a i  (1)because of  t h e  number 
of r e fugees  t h a t  w e r e  coming o u t  of t h e r e ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir,  o r  a t  l e a s t  he d i d n ' t  want my s e r v i c e s  
or he d i d n ' t  want the Na t iona l  P o l i c e .  There  was just t o o  
many. There w a s  no way i n  t h e  world I could handle  it even 
wi th  t h e  whole 106th Company, which w a s  based a t  Quang Ngai. 

Q Was t h e r e  any d i s c u s s i o n  about  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n t r o l  
o r  handl ing  r e fugees  p r i o r  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  on 16 March? 

A. No, s i r .  Not t o  my knowledge. 

MR WALSH: Could t h i s  ' d i s cus s ion  t h a t  you are remembering 
have been i n  connec t ion  wi th  t h e  p lanning  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
on 16 March, and are you sugges t ing  t h a t  t h e  MP 's o r  t h e  
Nat iona l  P o l i c e  would go a long  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  popu la t ion?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  
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Q - Did Colonel  BARKER s a y ,  "No, I d o n ' t  want it i n  

t h e r e ,  because I ' ve  been over  t h e r e  and t h e r e  are t o o  many 

people  around t h e r e  and you c o u l d n ' t  p o s s i b l y  c o n t r o l  them 

a l l " ?  


A .  No, sir. H e ' s  t h e  one t h a t  f i r s t  brought  it up t o  
m e .  H e  f e l t  that--and it was t r u e ,  obviously  t r u e  a s  f a r  a s  
I could de te rmine- - tha t  t h e  V i e t  Cong was moving o u t  when they  
w a s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  he re .  I mean, t h e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  was up t i g h t  

' ,  i n  he re .  I mean t h i s  p l a c e  was-- 

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  P o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  

of My L a i  ( I )?  


' 	 A. Right .  A s  f a r  a s  we could  de te rmine ,  t h e  i n f r a s t r u c -  
t u r e  w a s - - i t  w a s  a headqua r t e r s  company t h a t  w a s  based t h e r e ,  

. 	 and,  of cou r se ,  I base  t h i s  on t h e  12 February a c t i v i t y ;  t h e  
number of f i e l d  phones t h a t  we g o t  o u t  of t h e r e ;  t h e  va r ious  
documents and eve ry th ing  t h a t  was g o t  o u t  of t h e r e .  They had 
a l i s t  of  names, as f a r  a s  I could remember, i n  t h e  hundreds 
of  people  t h a t  suppor ted  t h e  e n t i r e  V i e t  Cong i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  
i n  through he re .  So they  were up t i g h t .  

W e  had names of some of t h e  VC v i l l a g e  c h i e f s  t h a t  
a c t u a l l y  d i d n ' t  l i v e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  s o r t  of  used it a s  
a l i a i s o n  between t h e  v i l l a g e r s  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and t h e  
headqua r t e r s  down i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a .  So on 12 February 
they  moved o u t ,  myself and Sergeant  HALL and two warran t  
o f f i c e r s  and two doorgunners . This  Warrant O f f i c e r  CARTER 
was k i l l e d  la te r  on. We f lew some a i r  evacua t ions  o u t  of 
t h e r e ,  t h r e e  of them. We touched down i n  t h e r e  t h r e e  t i m e s .  
W e  w e r e  t h e  on ly  chopper i n  t h e  a i r  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  because they  
had a low o v e r c a s t  and they g o t  i n  up h e r e  on t h i s  h i l l .  We 
used t h a t  as t h e  LZ. 

Q. P o i n t i n g  t o  H i l l  108? 

A. I a m  f a i r l y  s u r e  t h i s  was t h e  h i l l  where we had 

o u r  forward TOC. We s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  r e p o r t s  of c a s u a l t i e s  

down i n  h e r e .  We e x t r a c t e d  t h r e e  peop le ,  I t h i n k ,  and made 

a coup le  of  t r i p s  t o  Chu La i  t o  d rop  them o f f .  The medevac 

c o u l d n ' t  g e t  i n .  We c o u l d n ' t  g e t  any gunships up. 


Q. Were t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  you a r e  t a l k i n g  about  c i v i l i a n  
or m i l i t a r y ?  
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A .  ~ i l i t a r y ,sir. 

Q U . S . ?  

A. .. Yes, sir. 

So, myself and HALL--I'd say it was a t h i r d  of a 
headquarters  company. So somebody had t o  go i n  t h e r e  and g e t  
them ou t ,  s o  myself and HALL went up t h e r e  and g o t  them and 
brought them on t h e  choppers. One come from t h e  t r a c k s ,  he 
d ied  t h a t  same day, and t h e  o t h e r  one was a l i e u t e n a n t .  I knew 
the l i e u t e n a n t  before.  I had seen him up t h e r e .  There was 
q u i t e  a few more. I a m  n o t  q u i t e  s u r e  how many c a s u a l t i e s  
they took. 

W e  f lew over t h e  v i l l a g e s  f i r s t .  I n  o t h e r  words, 
we had t o  s o r t  of g e t  C h a r l i e ' s  head down so we could g e t  a 
h a l f  secured LZ, s o  we flew--I d o n ' t  know which v i l l a g e  it 
was. I t  w a s  one of t h e s e ,  and t h e  t r a c k s  were r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  
of it. The i n f a n t r y  was over t o  the--I  would say south ,  and 
we was f l y i n g  west i n  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  The f i r s t  t ime w e  
went down, we went down with the  t r a c k s  and--I'm n o t  s u r e  i f  
it was here  o r  over here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )--it was somewhere along 
the  road here.  I d idn '  t see  a c i v i l i a n  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  r e a l l y .  ,' 

Q How long was t h i s  a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion  g o t  s t a r t e d ?  

A. This was about--I d o n ' t  have any idea .  They had 
been shoot ing q u i t e  a b i t .  

Q Let me ask you t h i s .  During these  previous opera-
t i o n s  now, d id  you observe c i v i l i a n s  moving back along Road 
521, back toward the  Quang Ngai a rea?  Were bhere l a r g e  numbers 
of refugees t h a t  were moving o u t  of these  areas? 

A. No, sir.  The only ones I saw was--in t h a t  p a r t i -
c u l a r  f l i g h t  was when we flew--we c u t  around--I'm Sure it was 
up around here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  We had t o  f l y  low because of 
the overcas t  t h e r e ,  and it seemed l i k e  everybody and h i s  dog 
took a p o t  sho t  a t  us running a l l  t h e  way back in  here ,  and 
you could see  a l l  of these  refugees.  I ' m  no t  s u r e  whether it 
was around i n  here  or--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  You're po in t ing  t o  t h e  Song Diem 
Diem River? 
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A. Y e s ,  s i r .  W e  saw q u i t e  a few of them. 

Q You mean t h e  r e fugees  w e r e  o u t  by t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. They w e r e  " d i - d i ' i n g "  o u t .  

Q. W e l l ,  l e t ' s  go back t o  your conve r sa t ion  with  Colonel  
BARKER. He d i d  n o t  want any a s s i s t a n c e  on t h e  handl ing  of re-
fugees  o r  popu la t ion  c o n t r o l ?  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And t h e  My La i  (1) a r e a  was t h e  a r e a  t h a t  he s p e c i f i -
c a l l y  r e f e r r e d  t o ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. T h a t ' s  where t hey  a l l  hung o u t .  

MR WALSH: I am a l i t t l e  confused,  s e r g e a n t .  What was t h e  
d i s c u s s i o n  and when was t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  you had w i t h  Colonel  
BARKER w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  g e t t i n g  h e l p  from t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  and 
cordoning o f f  t h e  area. Was t h a t  i n  t h i s  t ime frame? 

A. I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  s u r e ,  sir .  I d o n ' t  know whether it 
was b e f o r e  t h e  second o p e r a t i o n  o r  t h e  t h i r d  o p e r a t i o n .  A s  I 
s a i d  b e f o r e ,  I can '  t even remember t h e  second.  But t h e  t h i r d  
I remember f a i r l y  w e l l ,  because a s  I s a i d  b e f o r e  i n  t h e  s t a t e -
ment, due t o  t h e  f o r t i f i c a t i o n  and t h i n g s  i n  t h e r e  I w a s  go-

' i n g  t o  hump a 90, c a r r y  a 90, r e c o i l l e s s  r i f l e  i n  t h e r e .  
b 

Q There  w a s  a d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  you had wi th  Colonel  
BARKER t h e n  a t  some t ime w i t h  r e s p e c t  to--in a d d i t i o n  t o  
i n f a n t r y  b lock ing  p o s i t i o n s ,  an a t t empt  would be made t o  c o r -
don o f f  t h e  whole area--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Not e x a c t l y  cordon,  sir. You 
would use  s e l e c t e d  sc reen ing  p o i n t s ,  c e r t a i n  p o i n t s  a long  
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . For i n s t a n c e ,  you would have t o  c a l l  
i n  t h e  Navy w i t h  s w i f t  b o a t s ,  and around i n  t h s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  
you would have t o  p u t  your Na t iona l  P o l i c e  o u t  a t  d i f f e r e n t  
p o i n t s  j u s t  f o r  sc reen ing .  When I say c o n t r o l  of t h e  
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e - - i n  case  they  can s p o t  somebody, t hey  can 
t a l k  t o  them. W e  c a n ' t  t a l k  t o  them. Somebody comes up 
and starts j abbe r ing ,  you know, and p o i n t i n g  over  t h i s  way, 
I wouldn ' t  have t h e  s l i g h t e s t  i d e a  what he was t a l k i n g  about .  
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Q = 
Did you make a suggest ion t o  him t h a t  by u t i l i z i n g  

National  Po l i ce  you could do t h i s  and he i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  it 
would be hopeless  t o  t r y  to--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, sir. He f i r s t  brought it 
up. He asked how many National  Po l i ce  could w e  g e t  t o  assist 
us i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion ,  as  f a r  a s  screening  of t h e  
refugees t h a t  come o u t  of t h e  a rea .  

Q Did you make any i n q u i r i e s  t o  f i n d  ou t  how many 
you could? 

A. Yes, sir. I went down t o  Major G A V I N ' s  shop, which 
they had some of t h e  ones from--he r e f e r r e d  me t o  Quang Ngai 
and--can I say something o f f  t h e  record? 

The National  Po l i ce  F i e l d  Force i s  c o n t r o l l e d ,  and 
I am s u r e  you a r e  w e l l  aware of t h i s ,  by a c i v i l i a n  type 
agency. So when you g e t  t h e s e  type people,  you have g o t  t o  
remember where i n  t h e  h e l l  they come from. We d o n ' t  r e a l l y  
l i k e  t o  g e t  involved. The reason I know i s ,  l i k e  I say ,  I 
worked wi th  these  people f o r  5 months i n  the  south and--

Q .  ( In te rpos ing)  Well, my ques t ion  was only d i d  
you speak t o  somebody about how many National Po l i ce  you could 
ge t?  .-

A. Yes, sir. 

Q.  Did you g e t  an answer? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q HOW many- -
A.  ( In te rpos ing)  He ind ica ted  t h a t  he had t h e s e  peo-
p l e  i n  t r a i n i n g .  I t  was t h e  106th Company a t  the  time and i f  
we could--if he could l a y  it on with h i s  headquar ters ,  w e  could 
have a whole company, b u t  these  people are--

(2- ( In te rpos ing)  So you went t o  provience t o  t r y  
t o  l a y  it on? 
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A. y e s ,  sir. 

Q What answer d i d  you g e t  t h e r e ?  

A. P rov ience  l e v e l  s a i d  t h a t  t hey  could f o r e s e e  no 
problem, b u t  f i r m  it up f i r s t  b e f o r e  they  went ahead and made 
a l l  t h e s e  i n q u i r i e s .  

Q .  A l l  r i g h t .  And you went back t o  Colonel  BARKER 
and r e p o r t e d  t h i s  t o  him? 

A. I t o l d  him what t hey  w e r e .  H e  d i d n ' t  have t h e  
concept  of  t h e  Nat iona l  P o l i c e  F i e l d  Force .  

Q .  I see. You exp la ined  t h e  concept  and t o l d  him 
t h a t  i f  it w e r e  l a i d  on and firmed up t h a t  you could  g e t  
a s u b s t a n t i a l  number of Nat iona l  P o l i c e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e ?  

A. H i s  one q u e s t i o n  was, "Are t h e s e  t h e  peopleu--
t h e y ' v e  g o t  a ~ i c t u r eof t h i s  g e n e r a l  blowing t h i s  guy ' s  
b r a i n s  o u t  i n  Saigon; My answer t o  t h a t  was, "Yes," and t h a t ' s  
when he s a i d  "No. " 

Q You answered t h a t  q u e s t i o n ,  and he s a i d  he d i d n ' t  
want t h e s e  people  a long? 

A. No, sir.  The main reason  w a s  c o n t r o l  purposes .  
S u r e ,  maybe w e  could c o n t r o l  t h e  people  going o u t  h e r e ,  b u t  
who is  going t o  c o n t r o l  t h e s e  people .  

Q And Colonel  BARKER s a i d  t h i s  t o  you? 

A.  Y e s .  This  was h i s  main comment, and,  q u i t e  f r a n k l y ,  
I d i d n ' t  want t o  have t h e  job t o  c o n t r o l  them. I am n o t  r e a l l y  
s u r e  t h a t  I could  o r  no t .  They have no a d v i s o r s .  They have 
never  worked w i t h  Americans b e f o r e ,  so  i t ' s  a big--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  So as a r e s u l t  of t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  
w i t h  Colonel  BARKER, he i n d i c a t e d  he d i d n ' t  want you t o  pu r sue  
any more t h e  g e t t i n g  of a s u b s t a n t i a l  number of Nat iona l  P o l i c e  
t o  se t  up and t o  sc reen  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  cou r se  of t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  he  w a s  p lanning?  

A. Righ t ,  sir .  H e  never  brought  it up aga in .  I 
t h i n k  t h i s  was t h e  one quest ion--
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Q ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Did you know any of t h e  Vietnamese 
p o l i c e ,  and I i n c l u d e  a l l  groups i n  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  t h a t  
worked i n  and around your g e n e r a l  a r e a  of p a t r o l l i n g ?  You 
p a t r o l l e d  Highway 1 f o r  some d i s t a n c e .  Did you know any 
of  t h o s e ,  o r  d i d  you have a good chance t o  t a l k  t o  them 
much, o r  d i d  you coo rd ina t e  wi th  them, o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  you had t o  c o o r d i n a t e  w i th  them. For one 
r ea son ,  they  w e r e  a good i n t e l l i g e n c e  s o u r c e  and,  you know, 
t h e s e  people  come i n  and t e l l  you t h e  VC come i n  h e r e  l a s t  
night--and a s  far as mining t h e  road ,  which was one of t h e  
b i g  t h i n g s .  They mined us t o  d e a t h  up t h e r e .  They would t e l l  
us t h e  VC came h e r e  on t h e  road l a s t  n i g h t ,  and a s  f a r  a s  
r e a l l y  g e t t i n g  down w i t h  them and knowing them, no, because 
n i n e  t imes  o u t  of t e n ,  f r a n k l y ,  you c o u l d n ' t  even f i n d  them. 

Q. Would you remember any of t h e  Vietnamese p o l i c e  
t h a t  you had come i n t o  c o n t a c t  wi th  o v e r  t h e r e ?  

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  These. You would remember then?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I t h i n k  so.  The d i s t r i c t  po l ice - - they  
came o u t  of t h e  wood work, you know. You come down and you 
say  I ' d  l i k e  t o  see one policeman and h e r e  comes t h e  whole 
v i l l a g e  and they  a r e  a l l  policeman. There  is  no d i s t i n c t i o n .  

Q Did you see any Vietnamese policeman going on t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  i n  c i v i l i a n  c l o t h e s ?  I d o n ' t  mean t h a t  t hey  nec-
e s s a r i l y  had t o  have gone i n  w i t h  t h e  second l i f t .  They cou ld  
p o s s i b l y  have done t h a t  o r  have p o s s i b l y  gone i n  l a t e r .  

A. I c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  l i f t s  i n ,  o f f  of  LZ D o t t i e ,  o f f  
of  t h e  Warlord he l ipad , ,  t h e  123d a v i a t i o n  helj,lipd. This  
w a s  j u s t  i n f a n t r y  t roops .  I ' m  n o t  even s u r e  how many l i f t s .  
I even g o t  up t o  f i v e  l i f t s  one t ime;  and wi th  n i n e  b i r d s ,  it 
would be imposs ib le .  I d o n ' t  even know--I c a n ' t  remember t h e  
f i r s t  l i f t  of  C h a r l i e  Company t h a t  b rought  t h e  b i r d s  in--
Dolphins from t h e  174th  a v i a t i o n .  They come from t h e  sou th  
and I t h i n k  we had a couple  of r a g t a g s  from t h e  no r th .  J u s t  
choppers t o  make up f o r  what t h e  174th  d i d n '  t have. 

Q Sergean t ,  you mentioned b e f o r e  t h a t  you r e c a l l  t h e  
f i g u r e  69 as a number of people  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y .  Could 
you t e l l  me where you heard  t h i s  and under  what c i rcumstances?  
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A. Thinking back on it, sir ,  i f  I ' m  no t  mistakeq, t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  l ia i son-- they  c a l l e d  it up t o  t h e  chopper, and when 
I say they ,  I mean t h e  companies on t h e  ground. We monitored 
t h e  command push f o r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion .  Also,  w e  had 
another  push on t h e  air-ground n e t ,  so I could c o n t r o l  t h e  
l i f t - o f f  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  and--of course,  everybody was 
anxious. We thought w e  was going i n  t h e r e  and r e a l l y  g e t  h i t  
hard.  This was my personal  opinion. I th ink  it was every-
body e l s e s  opinion,  too.  

So it was e i t h e r  t h e r e  o r  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  d a t e  
o r  I read it i n  one of these  newssheets. Have you seen t h e  
newssheet, s i r ?  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  p inpoin t  which one. We were 
a l l  anxious t o  s e e  what was r e a l l y  going t o  happen? 

Q You s a i d  t h e r e  was a r a d i o  r e p o r t  from someone 
t h a t  the  a r t i l l e r y  had k i l l e d  a whole l o t  of people? You 
remember t h e  number 69? 

A. Yes, s ir ,  I remember t h e  number 69. 

Q You e i t h e r  heard it over t h e  r a d i o  o r  you heard it 
l a t e x ?  

A .  I t o l d  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  be fo re ,  and a f t e r  I made 
the  s ta tement  t h e r e ,  s i n c e  I read s o  much and heard s o  much, 
I went back and I kept  -some of these  America1 News Sheets and 
was i n t e r e s t e d .  because t h e  f i r s t  repor t - - I  was s i t t i n s  
t h e r e  i n  F o r t  Gordon i n  school ,  and they  s a i d  700 re fugees  
had been k i l l e d  i n  My Lai ,  which was t h e  f i r s t  r e p o r t  of t h i s .  
Right o f f  the  b a t  I took it w i t h  a g r a i n  of s a l t  and d i d n ' t  
t h ink  anything about it. Not being too  damn naive ,  where t h e r e  
i s  smoke t h e r e  i s  a l i t t l e  b i t  of f i r e ,  most genera l ly .  I t  
r e a l l y  shocked t h e  h e l l  o u t  of me t o  be honest with you. I 
w a s  r e a l l y  under t h e  impression a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  time t h a t  
we had done a damn good job and--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Were you on the  r a d i o  a t  any
time t h a t  day, ope ra t ing  any type rad ios?  

A .  No, sir. 

Q Besides t h e  a i r  requirement? 

A.  J u s t  t o  d i r e c t  the  b i r d s .  
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Q. Did you know Captain  KOTOUC? 

A,  Y e s ,  sir.  One of  ou r  many S2 ' s .  

Q Do you remember h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  on t h e  day of t h i s  
ope ra t ion?  Do you remember where he was? Do you remember 
i f  he w a s  around D o t t i e ?  

A. Probably i n  t h e  TOC, sir.  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  was g iven  t o  t h e  
company commanders p r i o r  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. N o ,  sir. A s  f a r  a s  C h a r l i e  Company went o r  any 
of  t h e  company commanders went, i f  he had a b r i e f i n g ,  I w a s n ' t  
inc luded .  This  w a s  j u s t  something between them. You g o t  t o  
remember I a m  a "go-fer ."  Unless t hey  want something--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A l o t  of ' people  a r e  i n  t h e  TOC? 

A. The Colonel  w a s n ' t  r e a l l y  t h a t  t ype  of guy. I was 
asked once b e f o r e  about t h i s .  T h a t ' s  t h e  reason  I b r i n g  it  
up. To r e a l l y  g i v e  a b i g  pep t a l k .  He's j u s t  n o t  t h e  type .  
H e  would j u s t  say ,  "You've g o t  a job and okay, do i t . "  

Q. There was a b r i e f i n g  h e l d ,  Do you r e c a l l  Colonel  
HENDERSON coming i n  on t h e  15 th?  

A. This  was t h e  day before--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The day b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. S i r ,  t h e r e  was people  i n  and o u t  of t h a t  p l a c e  l i k e  
a--during t h e  whole t a s k  force--mainly because we  w a s  t h e  
o n l y  u n i t  i n  t h e  whole b r igade  t h a t  w a s  up a g a i n s t  a u n i t  o r  
any f o r c e  o f  any s i z e .  So t h e  b a t t a l i o n  k ind  of focused 
right on us. 

Q .. I want t o  show you some photographs of some V i e t -
namese; E x h i b i t s  P-147, P-148, P-149, P-150 and 51. Do you 
r ecogn ize  any of  t h e s e ?  

(The wi tnes s  viewed the photographs . )  
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A. This one, TRONG. Maybe I ' v e  seen him, because of 
the  uniform and so  f o r t h .  

Q. Which number i s  t h a t ?  

A. This i s  P-147, sir. I d o n ' t  even know where, but--

MR WALSH: ( In te rpos ing)  Do you remember a Nat ional  Po-
liceman from Son Tinh wi th  a very pronounced s c a r  on t h e  s i d e  
of h i s  face?  A long s t i t c h  mark t h a t  ran  c l e a r  up t o  h i s  e a r ?  

A. N o ,  sir,  n o t  t o  my knowledge. When you say National  
Police--I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e s e  people were Nat ional  Po l i ce .  They 
a r e n ' t  even dressed  l i k e  Nat ional  Pol ice .  Maybe some type 
of agent o r  a u x i l i a r y  f o r c e ,  but--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  The two people on the  top  of what 
you. a r e  looking a t  t h e r e ,  P-147 and P-148, were Nat ional  Po l i ce  
assigned t o  t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  or  s e c t o r  headquarters  out-
s i d e ,  o r  j u s t  n o r t h  of Quang Ngai a t  t h e  time? 

A. Yes, sir. 

You j u s t  d o n ' t  recognize them? 

A. No, sir.  1 t ' s  been almost 2 years  now. 

COL WILSON: You d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  then,  any of t h e  communication 
t h a t  came i n  t h e  TOC t h a t  day? Do you r e c a l l  anything par-
t i c u l a r  t h a t  came i n  over  t h e  r a d i o  on 16 March? 

A. No, sir ,  and I cou ldn ' t  say I r e c a l l  one s tatement .  
The main reason i s  bzcause I l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  r a d i o  24  hours 
a day and t o  p l a c e  a t ime, o r  a da te .  

Q L e t  me s e e  i f  t h i s  r e c a l l s  anything. From Exhib i t  
M-6,  America1 Divis ion Log e n t r y  1 6  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a t  0805 ' 

on the  morning of t h e  16th ,  a command and c o n t r o l  s h i p  de ta ined  
two VC evading, o r  what should be two VC suspects .  A t  0945 
the  two VC de ta inees  which I r e f e r r e d  t o  e a r l i e r  were de-
termined t o  be ARVN, which had been captured by the  VC t h e  
previous day. I t ' s  a l l eged  t h a t  t h e s e  two VC suspects  were 
brought back t o  Dot t i e  and t h a t  the  de terminat ion  t h a t  they 
ARVN probably came from Dot t i e .  Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  
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A. These two ARVN were picked up-- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, t hey  were two VC suspec t s .  
They were brought  back and a p p a r e n t l y  t hey  were f a i r l y  well-- 
I d o n ' t  know i f  they  had any c l o t h e s  on a t  a l l  and they were 
determined back the re - - a t  l e a s t  t h e  e n t r y  of 0 9 4 5  s t a t e s  t h a t  
they  were shown t o  be ARVN t h a t  had been cap tu red .  This i n -
d i c a t e s  on t h e  15 th .  It could have been b e f o r e  t h a t .  What 
I a m  t r y i n g  t o  do is  f i n d  o u t  i f  you r e c a l l  t h e s e  two s u s p e c t s  
be ing  brought  i n  by Colonel  HENDERSON and tu rned  over  t o  
someone a t  D o t t i e .  And s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t  an i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
team determined t h a t  t h e s e  people  were n o t  VC? 

A.  No, sir. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i -
den t .  This  happens q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y .  I n  my p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e ,  
s i n c e  I had t h e  Warlords working down below--these a r e  body 
sna t ch ing  people .  They j u s t  p i ck  up anybody. For what purpose ,  
I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. This  would have been Colonel  HENDERSON b r ing ing
t h e s e  people  back? 

A.  It could have been,  sir. There could have been 20 
t o  30 d e t a i n e e s  brought  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day. It was 
n o t '  unusual  t o  have 20 brought  i n  t h e r e  a t  any p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e .  

8. What was t h e  c a p a c i t y  t h a t  you could handle  t h e r e ,  
w i th  t h a t  d e t a i n e e  c e n t e r  t h a t  you had? 

A. P o s s i b l y  f i v e ,  s i r ,  and maybe s i x .  You're s t r e t c h i n g  
it t o  say f i v e ,  r e a l l y ,  b u t  as I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  t h i s  was j u s t  t o  
d e t a i n  t h e s e  people  under guard u n t i l  we could g e t  t r a n s -  
p o r t a t i o n  back t o  our  main ho ld ing  p o i n t  a t  d i v i s i o n  head- 
q u a r t e r s .  Now, why they  used brigade--we used t o  u se  t h e  
Americal POW cage which was j u s t  up t h e  road.  Why they  used 
b r igade ,  I don'  t know. They f e l t - - I  t h i n k  one of t h e  r ea sons  
were--I t h i n k  it w a s  f o r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  purposes .  The Americal 
would g e t  ho ld  of it and t a l k  about  2 o r  3 days ,  and send it 
down t o  b r i g a d e  and back up t o  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e .  A waste  of 
even minutes  would be  a p p r e c i a t i v e .  

Q. You mentioned t h a t  you heard  t h a t  t h e r e  was a l o t  
of h e l l  be ing  r a i s e d  about t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  took p l a c e  dur-  
i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  and t h a t  you had heard t h i s  a f t e r  Colonel  BAR-
KER was k i l l e d .  Where d i d  you h e a r  t h i s ?  
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A. When he asked t h e  ques t ions ,  I t r i e d  t o  impress on 
him t h a t  it had been a long time and I hadn ' t  r e a l l y  thought 
about it. I f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken it was--it could have come from 
M r .  COONEY, who w a s  Colonel HENDERSON'S p i l o t .  He was wi th  m e  
when we picked up t h e  wounded down i n  P i n k v i l l e  t h e  f i r s t  t ime,  
and the  o t h e r  warrant  o f f i c e r  had been k i l l e d .  He was k i l l e d  
with the  co lone l ,  Colonel BARKER. W e  t a lked .  T h a t ' s  t h e  only 
p lace  he had t o  come. The co lone l  would go down t o  t h e  TOC, 
and, of course ,  he had t o  have some place  t o  come, so  he would 
come down t o  us when they s h u t  the  sh ip  down. 

Like I say ,  t h e r e  is so many war s t o r i e s  going 
around, l i k e  A Company, C h r i s t ,  you t a l k  t o  any of t h e  o t h e r  
companies about it o r  anybody t h a t ' s  back on s i c k  c a l l  about 
it. You know f o r  a f a c t  j u s t  working around t h e  TOC i f  any-
t h i n g  major would have happened you would have a t  l e a s t  known 
about it. I d o n ' t  know--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  You d i d  hear  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  about 
h e l l  being r a i s e d  about t h e  opera t ion?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - Do you remember who you heard it from? 

A. I 'm  no t  real- ly  s u r e ,  sir .  I say M r .  COONEY, be-
cause I t a l k e d  t o  M r .  COONEY. He was about t h e  only c o n t a c t  
with the  br igade  commander. I d i d n ' t  even t a l k  t o  the  br igade  
commander. 

Q Did you ever  hear  about anybody ever  being quest ioned 
about t h i s  opera t ion?  Anybody from brigade headquar ters  o r  
by Colonel BARKER? 

A. No, sir, I d i d n ' t .  

Q. You d o n ' t  know of anybody who was ever  i n t e r r o g a t e d  
o r  interviewed concerning t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. A s  I s a i d  be fo re ,  t h e r e  is  two ways you can do it, 
and one is  t o  go through command on any major i n c i d e n t  l i k e  
t h i s .  O r  ones t h a t  come through the  m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e ,  and it 
d id  no t  come through t h e  m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  whatsoever. There 
i s  some indication--we had an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of mismanagement. 
This was a f t e r  I w a s  down south around Chu La i  i n  August and 
September, o r  sometime around then. The C I D  from Cam Ranh 
Bay--a Chief Warrant Of f i ce r  FARMER, I used t o  be an inves-
t i g a t o r  f o r  him i n  AWOL apprehension, came up the re .  
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This  w a s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a mismanagement by t h e  p rovos t  marsha l ,  
and he was subsequent ly  r e l i e v e d  of duty  a long  wi th  a  p l a -
toon  l e a d e r  who was a c a p t a i n ,  Captain  V A N O N I - - i t  could  have 
been--I d i d n ' t  pay any a t t e n t i o n  t o  it. 

Like I say ,  u n i e s s  someone comes up t o  you and s a y s  : 
"Look, t h e r e  has  been a hundred c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  i n  My L a i ,  " 
t h i s  i s  a complaint .  This  is  something you can g e t  your 
t e e t h  i n ,  b u t  as f a r  as rumors and anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t ,  you 
d o n ' t  pay any a t t e n t i o n  t o  them because it was t h e  same way 
w i t h  t h e  Vietnamese. The Vietnamese w i l l  b r i n g  you rumors 
where t h e r e  are e n t i r e  reg iments  p l o t t e d  on your f i r e  base  
which you know is--I would have never  b e l i e v e d  t h i s ,  never .  

Q - This  C I D  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  concerning mismanagement, 
concerned mismanagement w i t h i n  your own o r g a n i z a t i o n  and your 
p l a toon?  

A, Y e s ,  s i r .  This  w a s  back a t  our  b r i g a d e  base  camp. 

Q This  w a s  back i n  J u l y ?  

A. J u l y  o r  August. I went t o  t h e  f i e l d  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  
p a r t  of August,  and they  c a l l e d  m e  back i n ,  i n  September o r  
October .  A s  a matter of f a c t ,  he took a s t a t e m e n t  from me and 
it was in--as f a r  a s  I can remember, t h e  s t a t emen t  was about  
two hundred and t h i r t y  something d o l l a r s  t h a t  we picked up on 
a r a i d  of MPC down i n  t h i s  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  o u t s i d e  of LZ D o t t i e .  
H e  wanted t o  know what happened t o  t h e  money and a t  t h a t  t i m e  
I t o l d  him t h a t  it was d e l i v e r e d  on an MP p r o p e r t y  r e c e i p t  
back down i n t o  t h e  p rovos t  m a r s h a l ' s  o f f i c e .  I t  was p rope r ly  
s igned  f o r  and he had t h e  DA Form 19-31 t h e r e ,  and t h a t  was t h e  
on ly  q u e s t i o n  as f a r  as I know, b u t  he t a l k e d  t o  me a long t ime.  
One of t h e  main reasons  was, I guess ,  I was up t h e r e  and I, 
w a s n ' t  e x a c t l y  involved  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  down sou th  wi th  t h e  
excep t ion  of sending my r e p o r t s  down and him coming up and 
t a l k i n g  t o  m e .  Nobody wanted t o  come no r th .  

Q. Th is  FARMER, d i d  he d i s c u s s  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  sir .  Somebody t h a t  I t a l k e d  with--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Le t  m e  ask you t h i s .  FARMER was 
from where i n  Chu La i?  

A.  No, sir. H e  w a s  e i t h e r  from MACV i n  Saigon o r  Cam 
Ranh Bay. One of t h e  two. I can t e l l  you where he  is  a t  r i g h t  
now, though. 

(WARREN ) 
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Q Where? 

A. F o r t  McPherson, Georgia. Like I say,  aga in ,  I d o n ' t  
know i f  he d i d  b r ing  it up a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  time o r  no t .  

Q Were you ever  a c r imina l  i n v e s t i g a t o r ?  

A. Provost  marshal i n v e s t i g a t o r ,  sir. 

Q You a l s o  mentioned t h a t  Major PITTMAN was r e l i e v e d  
and the  p la toon l e a d e r ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Who w a s  t h e  platoon leader?  

A. Captain VANONI, sir. This was over alleged--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Misappropriat ion of funds it 
sounds l i k e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. This is rumor. We heard t h a t  they had 
found q u i t e  a few p i a s t e r s  in h i s  wa l l  locker ,  something l i k e  
129,000,, and weapons and th ings  of t h i s  na ture .  I d o n ' t  know 
i f  it had anything t o  do wi th  t h i s  o r  not .  

Q. The reason I b r i n g  up FARMER is t o  determine 
whether t h e r e  is  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  you may have d iscussed  
t h i s  P i n k v i l l e  opera t ion  wi th  him? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  o r  he may have d iscussed  it wi th  m e .  I 
don t r e a l l y  don t know who, bu t  someone t o l d  me t h e r e  was 
being much h e l l  r a i s e d .  To be honest w i t h  you, t h e  reason I 
thought t h e r e  was being much h e l l  r a i s e d  i s  because of t h e  
lack of weapons, and I know f o r  a f a c t  t h e r e  was much h e l l  
r a i s e d  over  t h a t - a l l  t h r e e  t imes.  Why c o u l d n ' t  they g e t  t h e  
weapons? What's t h e  reason f o r  t h e  weapons not--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  You mean t h e  t h r e e  opera t ions?  

A. Yes, sir. When General LIPSCOMB came i n t o  t h e  TOC 
the  second time, Sergeant  HALL had went back down t h e r e .  H e  
is  t h e  guy t h a t  rode t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  i n  with me t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  
and he asked me then i f  I ' d  been down t h e r e  and I t o l d  him, 
"No, s i r ,  no t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime."  He asked Sergeant HALL, 
"Did you see  any bodies  down the re?"  and he asked him i f  he 
saw any weapons, and Sergeant HALL--I'm no t  r e a l  s u r e  what t h e  
answer was, whether he s a i d ,  I th ink  he s t a t e d  t h a t  he had 
seen f i v e  o r  s i x  bodies  l ay ing  around t h e r e  and he wasn ' t  s u r e  
of the  weapons. 
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Q. This  i s  Colonel  BARKER ques t ion ing- -

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, sir. This  is  General  LIPS-
COMB. 

Q LIPSCOMB is  q u e s t i o n i n g  Sergeant  HALL, t h e  communi-
c a t i o n  c h i e f  up t h e r e ?  

A. Th i s  was t h e  second t ime when Major TRINKLE--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The second o p e r a t i o n  a long  about  
t h e  26th  of February? 

A. Was h i t .  Yes, sir,  about  t h e  26th.  

Q And General  LIPSCOMB was q u e s t i o n i n g  him on t h e  
b a s i s  of how many VC c a s u a l t i e s  he saw and how many weapons 
were recovered .  Was t h a t  h i s  q u e s t i o n ?  

A. Yes, sir. You could hear  him over  t h e  r a d i o  a l o t  
of  t imes ,  about  t h e  l a c k  of weapons. The f i r s t  t i m e  I went 
i n  t h e r e ,  t h e  on ly  r ea son ,  t o  my knowledge, they d i d n ' t  have 
weapons i s  because they  j u s t  w a s n ' t  moving. 

Q They d i d n ' t  c l o s e  w i th  the--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  They d i d n ' t  c l o s e .  They had bod ie s .  
You could  s e e  them from t h e  chopper a s  we picked t h e  wounded 
up. We came o f f  and w e  had t o  f i r e  down i n t o  them t o  keep them 
o f f  of u s ,  and it sounded l i k e  World W a r  111. You could see  
them l a y i n g  t h e r e .  W e  would f l y  over  t h e  v i l l a g e s  t h e r e  and 
you could  s e e  them l a y i n g  t h e r e ,  and,  of cou r se ,  t hey  was f i r i n g  
back and we d i d n ' t  hang around t o o  long ,  b u t  we went down i n t o  
t h e  i n f a n t r y ,  and t h e  4/3 I n f a n t r y  had t o  t a k e  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  
o u t .  They had t o  b r i n g  him o u t .  Again, it sounded l i k e  World 
War I11 and you c o u l d n ' t  even hea r  y o u r s e l f  t h i n k .  Major 
GAVIN w a s  w i t h  m e  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime and he was f i r i n g  
down wi th  t h e  doorgunner i n t o  t h e  t r e e  l i n e ,  and you could 
see them c u t t i n g  from tree t o  t r e e  over  t h e r e .  When they  
g o t  t h i s  guy you could s e e  some s c a r e d  peop le ,  and ,  of c o u r s e ,  
I was s c a r e d ,  too .  I w a s  t e r r i f i e d .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I took a 
b r e a t h  t h e  whole o p e r a t i o n .  These guys were j u s t  a s  s ca red  
as I w a s ,  'and t h a t  s ca red  me even more t o  know t h a t  they  were 
up there. 

Q. And you f e e l  t h i s  had something t o  do wi th  them n o t  
c l o s i n g  and g e t t i n g  t h e s e  weapons? 
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A. That  would be an op in ion ,  s ir .  

Q. Did General  LIPSCOMB seem t o  be d i s a p p o i n t e d  when 
he ques t ioned  Se rgean t  HALL? 

A. General  LIPSCOMB i s  n o t  t h e  t ype  person t o  g e t  
e x c i t e d  over  anyth ing .  Now, maybe wi th  t h e  excep t ion  of  you 
n o t  doing something t h a t  you w e r e  supposed t o  have done. I ' v e  
only  seen  t h e  guy t h r e e  o r  f o u r  t imes  and aga in  a s  a b r i g a d e  
commander. And h e r e  I am, a "go-fer ."  But I would say he d i d  
seem a  l i t t l e  d i s a p p o i n t e d  t h a t  no weapons o r  t h a t  j u s t  a few 
weapons w e r e  found. And e s p e c i a l l y  when they  had been c a l l i n g  
back i n  and say ing ,  "Do we  have a mor ta r?"  and then  he s a y s ,  
"No. W e  d o n ' t  have one i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a , "  and he then  
says  "Okay. I ' m  going t o  t a k e  them away. " This  w a s  Capta in  
OLEY, a l i e u t e n a n t  t hen .  When I f i r s t  heard it, I d i d n ' t  
r e a l i z e  it w a s  as bad a s  it was u n t i l  I went i n  t h e r e  w i t h  
a h e l i c o p t e r  and I was--Sergeant HALL took a h i t  through h i s  
j acke t .  You probably t a l k e d  t o  him. I t  w a s  a God d a r n  h o l e  
through h i s  j a c k e t  l i k e  t h i s  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  t h a t  never  touched 
him. 

Q- What about  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  o r  t h i s  s t r a n g e  f e e l i n g  ' 

t h a t  you recognized between Major TANNER and Task Force  Barker  
people?  

.-

A. How d i d  I g e t  involved  in i t ?  

A. What brought  t h i s  t o  your  mind? Why d i d  you t h i n k  
it w a s  s t r a i n e d ?  

A. Normally when a major o r  a c o l o n e l ,  o r  two majors  
t h a t  commdnd d i f f e r e n t  companies, when they  g e t  t o g e t h e r  t hey  
w i l l  a t  leas t  t a l k .  One p a r t i c u l a r  day t h e  war lords  
brought  up a  l o t  of t h e s e  d e t a i n e e s  and,  of c d u r s e ,  t hey  are 
b o a s t f u l .  They have g o t  something t o  be b o a s t f u l  about .  When 
t h i n g s  g o t  h o t  t hey  always i n s e r t e d  t h e i r  " an ima l s , "  t h e i r  i n -  
f a n t r y ,  r i g h t  on t o p  of t h e  enemy and it worked. I d o n ' t  
know how they  g o t  away w i t h  it. They had q u i t e  a r e c o r d  of  
weapons and e v e r y t h i n g ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  d i d  when I was o v e r  t h e r e .  
H e  brought  a l l  t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s  i n .  I say Major TANNER, t h e  
commander of t h e  Warlords. I ' m  n o t  even s u r e  what h i s  name 
was. TANNER i s  j u s t  a name t h a t  I thought  of  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u -  
l a r  t i m e .  
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Q- Major WATKE? 

A. Major TANNER w a s  t h e  only name a t  t h e  t ime--it  could 
have been i f  he w a s  commanding a t  t h a t  p resen t  time. A s  a 
mat ter  of f a c t ,  I c a n ' t  remember what he looks l i k e .  I remem-
ber  t h a t  Colonel BARKER was s tanding  down by my jeep and t h e  
major walked up t o  check on t h e  p r i s o n e r s  and whether they 
w e r e  good p r i s o n e r s  o r  I C ' s ,  o r  what they were going t o  do 
with them. Colonel BARKER turned away and walked o f f  and 
d i d n ' t  say anything t o  him. Colonel BARKER was a p r e t t y  
f r i e n d l y  guy, e s p e c i a l l y  when somebody had something t h a t  he 
could use ,  and he could use these  people.  They had helicop-
t e r s  and they had observat ion h e l i c o p t e r s ,  and w e  had nothing. 
Anything w e  had we scrounged. 

Q A t  t h i s  time Colonel BARKER j u s t  turned and walked 
o f f ?  

A. Without a word. 

Q Was t h e r e  any d i scuss ion  o r  any s ta tement  made? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h e r e  was a word spoken, s i r .  Not 
one word. 

Q =  Was h i s  walking away d e l i b e r a t e ?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. It appeared t h a t  way? 

A.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  it appeared t h a t  way. 

Q. You s t a t e  you had t h i s  f e e l i n g ,  and I am j u s t  
t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  t h e r e  was anything e l s e  t h a t  gave you 
t h i s  impression t h a t  t h e r e  seemed t o  be some s t r a i n e d  r e l a -
t i o n s  between t h e  Warlords and the--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  The Warlords, of course ,  when they 
would b r ing  i n  p r i soners .  They had a c u r i o s i t y ,  too ,  about t h e  
p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  they picked up and how they were tu rn ing  o u t ,  
and we t r i e d  t o  g e t  some feedback t o  them. They would say, 
"Hey, look,  I picked up s i x  o r  seven sna tches  i n  one day. How 
d i d  they look?" I would t r y  t o  g e t  them as much as  I could.  
I even would c a l l  down t o  t h e  POW cage and see  i f  any d e t e r -
mination had been made on them. The m a j o r i t y - - i t ' s  probably 
t h e  same a l l  over  Vietnam. I t  seemed t o  me t h a t  everybody w a s  
being turned  loose .  
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Q .  How does t h i s  f i t  i n  with t h i s  s t r a i n e d  f e e l i n g ?  

A. They would come up t h e r e  and they d idn ' t - - they  
p r e t t y  w e l l  voiced t h e i r  opinions.  They d i d n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
l i k e  working with t h e  t a sk  fo rce  whatsoever. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i f  
t h i s  was be£o r e  o r  a f t e r .  

Q. Tha t ' s  what I a m  t r y i n g  t o  determine? Are you 
t a l k i n g  about a f t e r  1 6  March and t h e  P i n k v i l l e  opera t ion?  
I be l i eve  you s t a t e d  before  t h a t  it was a f t e r  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  
opera t ion  t h a t  t h e r e  was a s t r a i n e d  f e e l i n g  between t h e  CO 
of the  Warlords and Task Force Barker. You say they  j u s t  
d i d n ' t  seem t o  l i k e  t o  work with Task Force BARKER? 

A.  A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they  worked with 
them a f t e r  t h a t .  I d o n ' t  know, b u t  t o  my knowledge, no. 

Q Did you f e e l  t h i s  a l l  a long,  o r  a t  some p o i n t  d i d  
t h i s  a t t i t u d e  seem t o  change? 

A. When they  f i r s t  t o l d  us they were b r ing ing  t h e  
Warlords down t h e r e ,  t h i s  was a God s e n t .  They had hel icop-
t e r s  then. They could g e t  t o  p laces  we c o u l d n ' t  g e t  t o .  We 
were running i n t o  those  damn mines again and j u s t  wast ing our  
time. We were t ak ing  a l o t  of unnecessary c a s u a l t i e s .  I t  
w a s  g e t t i n g  t o  everybody and even t o  t h e  o ld  man and he 
was unshakeable. .-

I remember one p a r t i c u l a r  day when Char l i e  Company 
l o s t  17 people o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  those  God damn mines,. 
and it was t h e  only time I saw him break h i s  composure. H e  
go t  mad as  h e l l  and then he calmed down. He t o l d  Major CAL-
HOUN t h a t  th ings  happen l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. When t h e  Narlords f i r s t  g o t  down t h e r e ,  was t h e r e  
any s t r a i n e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  because of t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on t h e i r  use. 
There were c e r t a i n  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on how you could use them. 
I n  o t h e r  words, you c o u l d n ' t  use t h e i r  h e l i c o p t e r s .  Everyone 
thought,  I b e l i e v e ,  when they came down t h e r e  t h a t  we could 
use t h e i r  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  maybe t o  l i f t  o f f  and maybe t o  keep 
from walking i n t o  these  mines, which I am s u r e  was on t h e  
c o l o n e l ' s  mind and w e  found ou t  t h a t  t h i s  wouldn't  be t h e  
case.  They would s p o t  and i f  they run i n t o  a large-- i f  
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they  drew f i r e  from what they  c a l l e d  S k e e t e r s ,  t h e  l i t t l e  
23 t y p e s ,  and they  had t h e  Scorp ions ,  which were t h e  p a i r  of  
guns t h a t  accompanied them, - ? d  when t h e  S k e e t e r  would draw 
f i r e ,  t h e  Scorp ions  would cover  him u n t i l  he could  g e t  o u t  of  
t h e  a r e a .  Then t h e y  would i n s e r t  t h e  "animals t t  i n t o  t h e  sus-
pec t ed  p o s i t i o n s .  They were e l i t e  people .  They were from o u r  
own b r igade .  I knew a l o t  of them j u s t  by s i g h t .  They would 
t e l l  u s ,  "Your God damn i n f a n t r y  is n o t  good," and t h i s  i s  
common b u t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  s t r a i n e d .  

Q. B u t  you t h i n k  t h i s  was a f t e r  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  opera-
t i o n ?  

A.  I am s u r e  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g  was a f t e r  t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  t h i n g .  I t  could have b u i l t  up i n t o  t h a t .  

Q. When d i d  t h e  e lements  of t h e  123d f i r s t  g e t  down 
t h e r e ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  even s u r e ,  sir. F i r s t  we j u s t  used them 
on a f i e l d  down t h e r e  and . f i n a l l y  I do remember 16 March, 
when I t r i e d  t o  g e t  the-- the  eng inee r s  w e r e  paving t h e  t h i n g  
and I a m  s u r e  t hey  w e r e  j u s t  g e t t i n g  t h e  t h i n g  i n  shape. 

Q Did you eve r  hea r  anyth ing  from any of t h e  per-
sonne l  who w e r e  a t  Do t t i e . compla in ing  about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
on t h e  16 t o  19  March, A ,  B , , o r  C Company? 

A.  J u s t  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  any t ime anyone of t h e  o t h e r  
companies were involved  i n  an ope ra t ion - - fo r  i n s t a n c e ,  a l l  
t h r e e  companies had been i n  t h e r e  as primary companies;. i n  
o t h e r  words, t h e  a t t a c k  f o r c e .  Each company had a t u r n  a t  
it and t h e  on ly  t h i n g  I even remember is--what cou ld  have 
been s a i d  is t h a t  i s  a crock of nonsense,  o r  something of 
t h i s  type .  They d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  each o t h e r  o r  maybe they d i d ,  
and they j u s t  s a i d  they  d i d n ' t .  That  would be ha rd  t o  say.  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I could r e a l l y  answer t h a t .  

MR WALSH: Se rgean t ,  what d a t e  d i d  you j o i n  t h e  11 th  Brigade 
i n  Hawaii? 

A.  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of t h e  e x a c t  d a t e ,  sir. I t  was some-
t i m e  i n  September. 
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Q. What t i m e  d i d  you go t o  Vietnam? 

A. . December t h e  4 th ,  sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  when you jo ined  Task Force  Barker 
wi th  your detachment? 

A. J u s t  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  t h e  Te t  Of fens ive ,  i n  t h e  l a t -
t e r  p a r t  of  January.  

Q Is t h a t  when you moved up t o  D o t t i e ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Did you have an in formant  n e t  a t  D o t t i e ?  

A. Of what t y p e ,  sir. 

Q . Within t h e  U.S. u n i t  a t  D o t t i e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. W e  would q u e s t i o n  people  j u s t  a s  t o  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  o f f e n s e s  such a s  maybe b l ack  marke teer ing  i n  v a r i o u s  
v i l l a g e s  o r  i l l e g a l  exchange of p i a s t e r s  and MPC. 

Q. Did you have any s p e c i f i c  i n d i v i d u a l s  in t h e  com-
- pany t h a t  w e r e  working f o r  you? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Did you see Major GAVIN very  o f t e n ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - HOX about  Capta in  RODRIGUEZ? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  a t  f i r s t ,  and then  I unders tand  he w a s  
t r a n s f e r r e d ,  o r  I d i d n ' t  s e e  him any more. This  l i e u t e n a n t  
was t h e r e  and I worked q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y  wi th  him. 

Q c I t h i n k  RODRIGUEZ was a l i e u t e n a n t  a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. No, s ir .  This  was a t a l l  s l i m  guy. I t  was Major 
GAVIN, Captain  RODRIGUEZ, and Lieutenant--a  d i f f e r e n t  one. It 
wasn ' t  Captain  RODRIGUEZ. 
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Q. What w a s  t h e  n a t u r e  of your c o n t a c t  w i t h  him? I n  
o t h e r  words, why w e r e  you i n  touch w i t h  Major GAVIN and Cap-
t a i n  RODRIGUEZ? 

A. T h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  d i s t r i c t  was a l s o  i n  my a r e a  of 
o p e r a t i o n s  f o r  p o l i c e  a c t i v i t i e s  and we had t o  ma in t a in  a 
good l i a i s o n .  I f  any th ing  came up i n  h i s  A 0  he would be t h e  
f i r s t  t o  know about it, i n  h i s  d i s t r i c t .  The re fo re ,  he could 
c o n t a c t  t h e  m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  a t  D o t t i e  and w e  could send our  
i n v e s t i g a t o r s  o u t  o r  ou r  p o l i c e  ou t .  

Q. What w a s  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  c o n t a c t  when he would 
g e t  i n  c o n t a c t  wi th  you? What would be t h e  n a t u r e  of the--
what would it be? Would it be m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e ?  Would 
it be ev idence  of c r i m i n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  by U . S .  Forces?  What 
w e r e  t h e  k inds  of t h i n g s  t h a t  he would c o n t a c t  you f o r ?  

A. I n t e l l i g e n c e  most ly ,  sir.  

Q VC propaganda? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  Anything t h a t  concerned t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  
o r  cou ld  p o s s i b l y  concern t h e  t a s k  f o r c e .  I was used a s  t h e  
l i a i s o n  man. I j u s t  c a r r i e d  it t o  t h e  c o l o n e l  o r  t o  Major 
CALHOUN . 
Q I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you a document which is a one page 
s t a t e m e n t ,  d a t e d  A p r i l  1 4 ,  1968, which is an i n c l o s u r e  t o  Ex-
h i b i t  R-1,  and ask you t o  r e a d  it and ask you i f  you eve r  saw 
t h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  o r  ever  had any d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  
m a t t e r s  i n  t h e  s t a t emen t  w i th  Major GAVIN o r  Capta in  RODRI-
GUEZ o r  anyone e l s e ?  

(The wi tnes s  r ece ived  and reviewed t h e  document.) 

A. S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  l a s t  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e r e  t h e  4/3  
I n f a n t r y  took over  and I was s e n t  back down south .  I have 
never  s een  t h a t  be fo re .  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  you t o  a l s o  t a k e  a look a t  ano the r  a t t a c h -
ment t o  R-1  which is a t r a n s l a t i o n  of some VC propaganda. I 
t h i n k  you can skim over t h e  f i r s t  page p r e t t y  q u i c k l y ,  because 
it is t h e  u s u a l  s o r t  of propaganda. But focus  on t h e  f i r s t  
f u l l  paragraph on t h e  second page of t h i s ,  and see  i f  you re -
ca l l  s e e i n g  t h a t  o r  something l i k e  t h a t  o r  eve r  having a 
d i s c u s s i o n  about it. 
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(The wi tnes s  d i d  as d i r e c t e d .  ) 

A. One comment on it; This  d o e s n ' t  look r i g h t .  One 
of t h e  r ea sons  is--an op in ion  from an MP s t a n d p o i n t .  Any t i m e  
something l i k e  t h a t  would happen and t h e s e  people  could  f i r m  
it up, it would be f r o n t  page news. I t  wouldn ' t  be something 
l i k e  t h a t .  You'd read  t h e  whole b i t .  

Q .  When you t a l k  about  t h o s e  people  are you r e f e r r i n g  
t o  t h e  VC? 

A. Y e s .  They would make--the reason  I say t h i s  is  
because I recovered a l o t  of propaganda i n  t h e  sou th  t h a t  
was o p e r a t i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .  And any l i t t l e  
i n c i d e n t  t h a t  occur red  where maybe a h e l i c o p t e r  would engage 
somebody, boy, they  would blow it up t o  enormous p r o p o r t i o n s  
and it would t u r n  i n t o  hundreds. I t  w a s  f a l s e ,  b u t  never the-
l e s s  they would make it i n t o  something--one paragraph i n  t h i s  
i s  j u s t  o u t  of p r o p o r t i o n ,  sir. 

Q How o f t e n  d i d  Major PITTMAN v i s i t  you a t  LZ D o t t i e ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  I .can count  them on one hand, sir. 

Q. You w e r e  t h e r e  from t h e  pe r iod  i n  l a t e  January
u n t i l  t h e  f i r s t  week i n  A p r i l  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  That  
would be a pe r iod  of  a l i t t l e  b e t t e r  than  2 months? 

A. A t o t a l  of  about  3 months. I went back up t h e r e  
a f t e r  I came back down. I w a s  t aken  o f f ,  because of a con-
f l i c t  of p e r s o n a l i t y .  It  was my f a u l t .  Some s o l d i e r s  had 
H & I f d  some rounds;  some, harassment and i n t e r d i c t i o n  rounds,  
M-79 rounds,  t h a t  h i t  one of t h e  o u t p o s t s ,  t h e  people  's out-
p o s t s .  This  is  t h e  way it came t o  m e ,  through t h e  v i l l a g e r s .  
So I went t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  c o l o n e l  who was commanding t h i s  
and I would r a t h e r  n o t  b r i n g  h i s  name up, because I w i l l  t e l l  
you i n  a minute.  I t o l d  him t h a t  t h e  H & I  i n  f r i e n d l y  v i l -
l a g e s  has g o t  t o  s t o p  and i f  it don ' t - - I  t o l d  him f l a t  o u t ,  
" I t  was murder." You j u s t  c a n ' t  go on k i l l i n g  innocent  ci-
v i l i a n s .  He blew h i s  c o o l  l i t e r a l l y  and t o l d  me, "How about  
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  it a l i t t l e  b i t  more be fo re  you make such a 
s e r i o u s  accusa t ion . "  I went down and i n v e s t i g a t e d  it and come 
t o  f i n d  o u t  t h e  Vietnamese d i d  it from t h e  b r idge .  So h e r e  
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I w a s  s t a n d i n g  t h e r e  t r i p p e d ,  and he was dead r i g h t .  So a f t e r  
t hen  I w a s  s o  damned ashamed t o  even f a c e  t h e  guy. Major P I T -
MAN came up and s a w  me and I agreed wi th  him t h a t  it was t i m e  
t o  go back down south .  When Colonel  BARKER came back up he 
brought  m e  back up w i t h  him t h e  same day, f o r  what reason  I 
d o n ' t  know. 

Q. The i n c i d e n t  t h a t  you j u s t  de sc r ibed  is  an i n c i d e n t  
t h a t  took  p l a c e  around t h e  beginning of A p r i l ?  Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  Sometime around t h e r e ,  b u t  Colonel  BARKER 
had a l r e a d y  gone sou th  and took over  a s  a s s i s t a n t  b r igade  
commander.. The t a s k  f o r c e  had broken up and went back t o  
t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  s p o t s .  I s t ayed  because it was s t i l l  my AO., 
There w a s  no way i n  t h e  world t h a t  I could g e t  r i d  of  it. 

Q Another Colonel  was i n  charge  of t h e  u n i t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. A d i f f e r e n t  b a t t a l i o n .  They took over 
b o t h . A 0 9 s .  They used t o  be  e a s t  of  us and then  they  doubled 
t h e i r  a r e a  of o p e r a t i o n .  Colonel  BARKER commanded t h i s  a 
l i t t l e  l a t e r  on. He w a s  s e n t  back up t h e r e .  

Q. There w e r e  H & I  a r t i l l e r y  rounds? 

A. N o ,  s ir .  .M-79. T h a t ' s  t h e  l i t t l e  grenade laun-
c h e r  t y p e  o r  4 0  m i l l i m e t e r  type .  

Q. And they  had been f i r e d  from t h e  pe r ime te r  of LZ 
D o t t i e ?  

A. No, sir. They had been f i r e d  from t h e  b r idge .  

Q. The b r i d g e  is  on Route l ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. J u s t  n o r t h  of LZ D o t t i e  a s  you a r e  going 
towards Chu L a i ,  about  600 meters  o r  somewhere around c l o s e .  

Q These had been f i r e d  by members of  t h e  i n f a n t r y
u n i t  s t a t i o n e d  a t - -

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, sir. Two v i l l a g e r s  came up 
and complained and t h e y  s a i d  t h a t  a l i t t l e  boy had been wounded 
and something e l s e .  Anyway, it looked s e r i o u s  and I j u s t  
jumped t h e  gun. I went up t h e r e  and I s a i d  how about-- I  was 
supposed t o  a d v i s e  him i f  any th ing  went wrong, you know, t h i s  
is wrong and it i s  supposed t o  be c o r r e c t e d  i n  an in formal  
s o r t  of  way, and he welcomed t h i s  because he had t o  know him-
s e l f .  I went up t h e r e  p r e t t y  h o t  under t h e  c o l l a r  and--I 
c o u l d n ' t  g e t  r i d  of t h e  P O W ' s .  The P O W ' s  w e r e  s t acked  up 
and I d i d n ' t  have enough people  t o  t a k e  c a r e  of them. 
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Q You went up and you t o l d  him about  t h i s  r e p o r t  t h a t  
t h e  v i l l a g e r s  had given you? 

A. No, sir.  I d i d n ' t  p u t  it l i k e  t h a t .  I s a i d - - i t  
w a s  my f a u l t .  There w a s  no doubt  about  t h a t .  

Q. J u s t  t e l l  us what happened now. Don't be embar-
r a s sed  about  it a t  a l l .  

A. I went up t h e r e  and,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge, I 
s a i d ,  "The people  guard ing  t h e  b r i d g e s w - - i t  w a s  a t r a c k  u n i t  
o r  a  t r o o p  u n i t  of one p l a toon  and I s a i d ,  "H&I1di n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e  l a s t  n i g h t  and they  wounded some c i v i l i a n s , "  and 
they  were. I went o u t  t o  s e e  i f  any w e r e  dead i n  t h e  morning. 
I t o l d  him i f  t h i s  c o n t i n u e s ,  "When they  f i r e  i n t o  them l i k e  
t h i s - - t h i s  is j u s t  f l a t  o u t  murder and t h e s e  guys can be 
charged wi th  murder. " So he sa id- - I  ,am s u r e  he s a i d  two 
o r  t h r e e  o t h e r  t h i n g s  b e s i d e  t h a t ,  b u t  he s a i d ,  "How about  
going o u t  and i n v e s t i g a t i n g  it f i r s t ? "  

Q. You went o u t  and you i n v e s t i g a t e d  it and you t a l k e d  
t o  t h e  v i l l a g e r s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. With an i n t e r p r e t e r ?  
.-

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q What d i d  you f i n d ?  

A. Tha t  t h e  South Vietnamese H&I1do u t  t h e r e  wi th  
M-79 's. These w e r e  "rough c l o t h s .  " These were--the v i l l a g e  
c h i e f s  and a l l  t h e  hamlet  c h i e f s  w e r e  t o t a l l y  t e r r i f i e d  of 
t h e  V i e t  Cong. The bridges--on them we have bunkers  and w e  
had a j o i n t  commitment where w e  would guard them w i t h  t h e  
t r a c k s  and they  would a l s o  have a p l a c e  t o  s t a y  a t  n i g h t .  The 
Vietnamese t r o o p s  would p rov ide  s e c u r i t y  f o r  them. This  
p a r t i c u l a r  t ime I checked t h e  ang le  of t h e  M-79 rounds o u t .  
This w a s  one of t h e  reasons  t h a t  no r e p o r t  was made. I checked 
it o u t  and t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  and d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  had h i s  own 
l i t t l e  p o l i c e  f o r c e ,  h i s  own "rough p u f f s .  " He brought  a 
l i e u t e n a n t  down t h e r e  and the  whole bit. From t h e  a n g l e  of 
t h e  M-79 rounds,  one of them was a dud and t h e  p l a c e  where 
t h e  f i r e  w a s  coming from was way o u t .  The South Vietnamese 
had p u t  an ambush ou t  t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t  and it was a c r o s s  t h e  
r i v e r  o u t  t h e r e  where it curved back i n  t h e r e ,  and they  had 
saw many VC w i t h  weapons and they opened up on them and they  
f i r e d  a round i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
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Q. What was t h e  approximate d a t e  t h a t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
happened and Major PITTMAN came up and you went back? 

A. He came up and t a l k e d  t o  t h e  c o l o n e l .  

n 
hi What is ths approxiinate date? How long a f t e r  Task 
Force  Barker disbanded? 

A. I ' m  n o t  even s u r e ,  sir. I c a n ' t  g i v e  you days.
You d o n ' t  even know Sundays over  t h e r e ,  o r  months. 

Q. The t i m e  t h a t  you were a t  LZ ~ o t t i e ,d i d  you e v e r  
have occas ion  t o  observe Vietnamese brought i n t o  you who 
bore  p h y s i c a l  evidence of mis t rea tment  by t h e  i n f a n t r y  t r o o p s ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q s  How many t imes?  

A. I t  would be hard t o  say.  E s p e c i a l l y  r i g h t  a f t e r  
a mine i n c i d e n t  when t h e s e  guys would t r i p  a mine. Once they 
h i t  a mine, of course .  I ' ve  been i n  wi th  a p a r t y  t h a t ' s  
t r i p p e d  a mine and i t ' s  t o t a l  t e r r o r  and t h e s e  guys were--the 
morale went t o  t h e  bottom. You could t e l l  from t h e  way t h e s e  
guys would come i n .  W e  had a guy--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I 'd l i k e  you t o  t r y  t o  g i v e  up 
what you remember and l e a v e  o u t  t h e  reason f o r  t h e  way t h e  
people  may have ac t ed .  I t h i n k  you can be a s su red  t h a t  
t h e r e  a r e  people  on t h i s  board wi th  a l o t  of exper ience  
who w i l l  gu ide  c i v i l i a n s  l i k e  me i n  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  
we  would l i k e  t o  g e t  j u s t  e x a c t l y  what you remember as s p e c i f i c a l l y  
as p o s s i b l e .  M y  q u e s t i o n  i s  how many t imes  d i d  you observe 
d e t a i n e e s  brought  i n t o  you who had obvious ly  been m i s t r e a t e d  
by t h e  i n f a n t r y ?  

A. I don 't have t h e  s l i g h t e s t  i dea .  

Q. Was it q u i t e  common? 

A. N o ,  sir. You c o u l d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  t e l l  i f  they had 
been m i s t r e a t e d  o r  n o t ,  because a l o t  of t h e s e  people  they 
brought  i n  would run  and h ide .  T o  g e t  them o u t  of t h e  ho le s  
t hey  would have t o  d rag  them o u t  and t h i s  type  of t h i n g ,  and 
a l o t  of them would p u t  up a r e s i s t a n c e ,  and t h a t  i s  t h e  r ea son  
t h e i r  hands were t i e d  up behind them. 
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Q. You've had some expe r i ence  a s  a m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e -
man. You can t e l l  what somebody looks  l i k e  when they  have 
beep b e a t  up? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Did you eve r  f e e l  t h a t  it was neces sa ry  t o  r e p o r t  
t o  Major PITTMAN o r  r e p o r t  t o  Colonel  BARKER t h a t  p o s s i b l e  
abuse of d e t a i n e e s  had taken  p l a c e  by any of t h e  t r o o p s ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. To whom d i d  you r e p o r t  i t ?  

A. Colonel  BARKER, s ir .  

Q. What a c t i o n  d i d  he t a k e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  have t h e  s l i g h t e s t  i d e a ,  s i r .  There w a s  
a couple  of t i m e s ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  a mining in -
c i d e n t .  Again, I d o n ' t  know t h e  reasons  behind it, b u t  
t h e r e  w a s  a  couple  brought  i n  t h a t  w a s  i n  bad o r  f a i r l y  bad 
shape. They w e r e  VC and they  had t h e  p i s t o l  b e l t s  and t h e  
whole b i t .  They w e r e  c l a s s i f i e d  as CD un le s s  t hey  were en-
gaged a g a i n s t  American t r o o p s ,  b u t  they caught t h e  enemy and 
they  had done them a job. What I mean by t h a t  is  they  had 
b e a t  t h e  h e l l  o u t  of  them. 

Q Was t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t  C/1/20? 

A. I wouldn ' t  have t h e  s l i g h t e s t  i d e a ,  sir. They 
come i n  from b a t t a l i o n ,  and,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  we had an over  abun-
dance of p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  we could p o s s i b l y  handle--of d e t a i n -
ees .  The on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  happened i s  t h e  g r i d  c o o r d i n a t e s  
were picked up and t h e  c a p t u r i n g  u n i t  and p o s s i b l y  t h e  cir-
cumstances, and w e  c o u l d n ' t  even g e t  t h e s e  POW'S tagged and 
t h i s  was my main concern.  A t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  I t r i e d  
t o  g e t  them o u t  t o  Duc Pho a s  f a s t  a s  I could ,  b u t  normal ly  
t h i s  was when t h e  command and c o n t r o l  chopper l e f t  t h a t  
a f t e rnoon ,  and they  c a r r i e d  them back down t o  t h e  cage a t  
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e .  
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Q - How many occasions d i d  you go t o  Colonel BARKER 
and p o i n t  ou t  t h a t  you had received de ta inees  who had been 
beaten up? 

A. I d o n ' t  know how many. Q u i t e  a few, sir.  

Q What d i d  he say t o  you? Did he i n d i c a t e  t o  you
t h a t  he w a s  going t o  t ake  any a c t i o n  about t h i s ?  

A. Yes, sir. What a c t i o n  he took .Iwouldn't  have t h e  
s l i g h t e s t  idea ,  sir. 

Q. Did he ever  g ive  you t h e  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  you s h o u l d n ' t  
worry too  much about t h a t ,  o r  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  a p p r e c i a t e  g e t -
t i n g  r e p o r t s  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, sir. No problem l i k e  t h a t  a t  a l l .  

Q On how many of these  occasions d i d  you r e p o r t  t o  
Majo r  PITTMAN? 

A. Frankly,  it was h i m  t h a t  r epor ted  them t o  me. He 
came up t h e r e  one time and was t a l k i n g  about t h e  POW'S t h a t  
was rece ived  from a l l  over  t h e  whole a rea  of opera t ions  f o r  
t h e  br igade  and t h a t  they were i n  bad shape. He t o l d  me from 
then  on ou t  I w a s  t o  make a  note  of it. I t ' s  rece ived  i n  the  
POW cage when they  go down the re .  He t o l d  me t o  s t a r t  not ing  
on t h e i r  t a g s ,  t h e  captur ing  t a g s ,  when they a r e  brought i n ;  
f a i r  shape, good shape, b e a t  t o  h e l l ,  o r  whatever it might 
be. This was a problem. I mean it wasn ' t  only a problem i n  
t h e  br igade ,  b u t  a l l  over.  A s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  down south 
when I went t o  t h e  f i e l d  t h i s  was one h e l l  of a problem. 

Q A r e  you aware, e i t h e r  a t  Task Force Barker o r  a f t e r  
you went down south ,  of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  was ever  being 
conducted of any i n d i v i d u a l s  who were brought i n  i n  t h i s  con-
d i t i o n ?  

A. No, sir ,  n o t  t o  my knowledge. One th ing  t h a t  they 
caut ioned me about before  I went t o  t h e  f ie ld- - the  person I 
picked t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce  F i e l d  Force up from, before  I went 
t o  t h e  f i e l d  advised me t h a t  these  people were Vietnamese and 
they had a Vietnamese d i s rega rd  f o r  t h e i r  own Vietnamese. I t  
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was common and when I w a s  t o  use  them t o  make damn s u r e  I con-
t r o l l e d  them and t h e s e  people  a r e  a lmost  imposs ib le  t o  con-
t r o l .  There is no way. We went o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  one day 
and cap tu red  a guy t h a t  could probably g i v e  us  more informa-
t i o n  t h a n  any person  i n  t h e  world.  I g o t  a grenade thrown 
on me from a h o l e  and I l i f t e d  t h e  l i d  on i t - -one  of  t h e  
"dinks"  threw a grenade on m e  and while--we k i l l e d  t h r e e  i n  
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  area. I went back and they had s h o t  him. 
This  i s  t h e  t ype  t h i n g .  So I s t a r t e d  us ing  them and I c o u l d n ' t  
c o n t r o l  a l a r g e  p l a toon  of  them, because they  were a l l  o v e r  
the p l a c e .  They were s e a r c h e r s  and they  could  t a l k  t o  them, 
and they  had IPW teams w i t h  them, and t h i s .  One o f  ou r  major 
problems was t h e  t r e a t m e n t  of POW'S, because they  say a CD o r  
anyone who works f o r  t h e  VC i s  a VC, and t h e r e  i s  no such t h i n g  
as a CD t o  them. A CD i s  t r e a t e d  much worse t han  an a c t u a l  
POW would be .  This i s  one of t h e  problems you 've  g o t  and 
t h e r e  i s  no g e t t i n g  around it. Without f i r m  c o n t r o l  you a r e  
going t o  g e t  taken.  

Q Were you e v e r  g iven  any i n s t r u c t i o n  by Major PITTMAN 
o r  anyone else a s  t o  keeping your  eyes  open and r e p o r t i n g  any 
evidence of  t h e  United S t a t e s  t roops  committing w a r  crimes o r  
a t r o c i t i e s  ? 

A. I w a s  t o l d  by t h e  major p r i o r  t o  go ing  up there--
I wasn ' t  thoroughly b r i e f e d  and he w a s n ' t  r e a l l y  s u r e  what 
my d u t i e s  were going t o  e n t a i l ,  b u t  he t o l d  m e  t o  watch every-
t h i n g  t h a t  went on. For t r o o p s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  t h i s  is  imposs ib le  
u n l e s s  you send an MP a long  wi th  each company. Again, you 
a r e  d e f e a t i n g  t h e  purpose ,  b u t  t h i s  has  t o  come through com-
mand l e v e l s .  

Q - Did you e v e r  make any a t t empt  t o  q u e s t i o n  any o f  
t h e  t roops  from time t o  t i m e  t o  determine whether ,  i n  t h e  
course  of  o p e r a t i o n s ,  people  w e r e  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  s h o t  and raped?  

A. I would monitor t h e  movements as much a s  I could .  

Q - D i d  you ever have an occas ion ,  when you r e p o r t e d  t o  
PITTMAN o r  t o  BARKER, when you b e l i e v e d  t h e  r a p i n g  o r  a t r o -
c i t ies  had been committed by t r o o p s  on an o p e r a t i o n ?  

A.  No, s ir ,  because none was r e p o r t e d .  
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COL WILSON: What was the  form of t h e  r e p o r t  which you sub-
mi t t ed  t o  Major PITTMAN regarding  t h e  mistreatment of p r i s -
oners  o r  de ta inees?  

A. No form. 

Q- This  w a s  ve rba l?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Nothing i n  wr i t ing?  

A.  No, sir. The only w r i t i n g  we had, s i r ,  was on the  
tag .  I f  they  come in--we g e t  blamed f o r  it i f  they come down 
t o  t h e  cage, and here  I am holding a b e a t  up Vietnamese. So 
t h i s  was a CYA d e a l  j u s t  t o  cover our  own s e l f .  

Q. You kep t  no record of t h i s  3.t t he  cage? 

A. When we f i r s t  went up t h e r e  we had no record what-
soever .  The only record  t h a t  was kept  was i n  t h e  TOC S2 log 
f o r  p r i s o n e r s  coming i n .  I ' m  no t  s u r e  what a l l  they repor ted  
i n  t h e r e .  I t h i n k  it could have been something of the  shape 
they were i n  then  and t h e  circumstances behind it and the 
whole b i t .  I t  w a s  recorded a t  the  TOC. We guarded them while 
they was t h e r e  and t r a n s p o r t  them t o  Bronco when we could. 

Q You never d id  hear  anything about Captain KOTOUC 
m i s t r e a t i n g  p r i s o n e r s ,  o r  d i d  you? 

A.  Right now, I c a n ' t  even p lace  Captain KOTOUC. I 
know t h e  name. 

Q I f  you d i d n ' t  hear  anything about him, i t ' s  a l l  
r i g h t ?  

I d i d n ' t ,  sir.  

MR WALSH: Did I understand you t o  say t h a t  you were the  ground 
c o n t r o l l e r  f o r  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  of C/1/20? 

A. Yes, sir.  
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Q- You d o n ' t  know who d i d  t h i s  f o r  Bravo Bat te ry  4/3  
In fan t ry?  

A. Bravo went i n  by dump t ruck ,  sir.  I c a r r i e d  them 
i n  t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t .  One of the  reasons was the  overcas t .  

Q - When you r e f e r  t o  Bravo, you a r e  t a l k i n g  about t h e  
February opera t ion?  

A. Right,  February t h e  12th.  

Q 
Uptight I 

On the  March 
be l i eve?  

opera t ion  Bravo was opera t ing  ou t  of 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  sir.  I th ink  t h e  only ones I l i f t e d  
o u t  of t h e r e  was C/1/20. 

COL WILSON: Sergeant ,  do you have any f u r t h e r  testimony which 
may he lp  us i n  determing any mat t e r s  which I r e f e r r e d  t o  e a r l i e r  
o r  any a s s i s t a n c e  we could g e t  regarding previous i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
o r  anything r e l a t i n g  t o  t h a t  which you might have a d d i t i o n a l  in -
formation on? 

A. I wish I d i d ,  -sir. I r e a l l y  do. I f e e l  respon-
s i b l e  i n  a way f o r  t h i s  God damn th ing  no t  being repor ted .  
I c a n ' t  even remember of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  L e t ' s  p u t  it 
l i k e  t h i s ,  and I a m  j u s t  t a l k i n g  from a news s t andpo in t .  They 
s a i d  a p o s s i b l e  suppression of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  This could 
have happened anywhere. What I mean i s  even the  b i g g e s t  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  t h e  world conducted on LZ Dot t i e  a lone has 
g o t  t o  go through d i v i s i o n .  Anything, we had had t o  go through 
br igade  and then t o  d i v i s i o n  and I don't--they t a l k  about 
Lieutenant  CALLEY k icking  a Vietnamese o u t  of a h e l i c o p t e r .  
How i n  the  h e l l  could they pick up a p r i soner  and make a s p o t  
r e p o r t  on him and the  p r i s o n e r  n o t  show up and somebody no t  
suspect  something o r  t u r n  something i n .  To me a t  l e a s t - - I  re-
corded the  p r i soners .  I knew when some were coming i n  and I 
recorded t h e  number down, because we had t o  have the  adequate 
number of personnel down t o  g e t  them. And i f  t h e r e  was one 
misslng I would have known it unless  it wasn ' t  r epor ted  and 
they dropped him on the  LZ up t h e r e .  I c a n ' t  v i s u a l i z e  it. 
You look back on what you th ink  was a r e a l l y  good t a sk  fo rce  
and I r e a l l y  did--we l o s t  a l o t  of r e a l l y  good people up t h e r e  
and something l i k e  t h i s .  
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a .  You are n o t  a suspec t .  I f  you were a s u s p e c t  you would 
have been advised .  I am s u r e  they  know how t h e  Judge Advocate 
General  works and i f  they have any ques t ion  of your s u s p i c i o n  
you would have been warned, and no doubt would have had an 
A r t i c l e  32 by t h i s  t i m e .  This  i s  c o n f i d e n t i a l  m a t e r i a l  and 
your test imony h e r e  i s  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  I t  i s  c o n f i d e n t i a l  p r i -  
mar i ly  because it i s  f o r  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army and i t ' s  
n o t  f o r  your commanding o f f i c e r ,  and,  as I say aga in ,  j u d i c i a l ,  
l e g i s l a t i v e  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. I ' m  no t  even going t o  
advise  you on t h e  q u e s t i o n  of your appearance i n  t h e  t r i a l  o f  
t h e  u n i t e d  S t a t e s  v. Ca l l ey ,  because - i  d o n ' t  t h i n k  it is  'per -
t i n e n t  t o  t h i n k  you would be c a l l e d  i n  t h a t .  You a r e  n o t  t o  
d i scuss  t h i s  test imony. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

COL WILSON: We a p p r e c i a t e  very much your coming, and thank 
you very much f o r  coming. 

A .  I ' m  s o r r y  I c o u l d n ' t  h e l p  you more. 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1157 hours ,  21 January 
1970.)  
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